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HEZBOLLAH RALLY 

BENNETT JONES:  Thousands are gathered in vast concert hall in 
Southern Beirut, Lebanon. 

HEZBOLLAH RALLY [dips] 

BENNETT JONES:  They are sitting on some plastic chairs listening to 
some stout, middle-aged, bearded men belt out their repertoire. 

RALLY [Back up]  

BENNETT JONES:  The choir looks like any other but they are singing 
for Hezbollah - an organisation which for years has fought Israel. 

ARCHIVE: GUNS AND ROCKETS 

BENNETT JONES:  Bombs flying during the war in Lebanon between 
Hezbollah and Israel in 2006. They fought for 34 days – over a thousand people 
were killed – most of them Lebanese. I have been reporting from Beirut for the 
BBC over the last nine months and am struck by just how many people here are 
expecting another - much bigger confrontation. Why do they think that and are 
they right? 

Whilst much is known about Israel, Hezbollah is more difficult to classify. It’s a 
militia with more weapons than many European armies: it wants Islamic rule – 
but is in government with Christian allies. Depending how you look at it, it’s a 
resistance movement – or a terrorist group.  

SLIM:    In US law it’s a terrorist organization. Here if you talk 
to people in Lebanon, if you talk to people in the Arab world they look at it as a 
resistance movement. 

BAEHR:   I don’t see how you can be sort of 30 per cent terrorist 
or 50 per cent terrorist. When you behave like a terrorist organization, you murder 
civilians, I think it’s just pretty clear what you are. 

BENNETT JONES:  Are they terrorists? 

CROOKE:   No they’re a resistance movement. They’re a liberation 
movement. 



BENNETT JONES:  Hezbollah’s record in resisting Israeli occupation in 
the 1980s and 90s explains much of its appeal. But there is something else. 
Hezbollah has brought not only military strength but also economic wellbeing to 
its core constituency – the Shia Muslims. Journalist Nick Blanford, who lives in 
Beirut, has just completed a book on Hezbollah. 

BLANDFORD:   The Shia community of Lebanon traditionally has been 
somewhat marginalised. They live in the, more or less, poor rural areas and Hezbollah 
really stepped in to champion the interests of the Shia by providing social services 
that were absent in these Shia populated areas and the things we’re talking about are 
free or discounted medical care, advice for farmers – these kind of things. 

BENNETT JONES:  Now people say that is why Hezbollah is popular – 
you quite often read that in the Western analyses of Hezbollah. But is it that or is 
it in fact that it is a resistance organization which has vowed to fight Israel. 

BLANDFORD:  It’s both.  

BENNETT JONES:  That is has support is beyond doubt. But it also has 
critics who say not only that the organisation is funded by Iran – which wants to 
use Hezbollah as a proxy military force - but also, that it is committed to the 
destruction of Israel.  

AL MANAR  

BENNETT JONES:  Hezbollah has a 24/7 TV news station al-Manar 
pumping out its message. Allah is the God of creation - the song says. And the 
channel does carry a lot of religion and politics – but Al Manar also stands 
accused of putting out some anti Semitic output. And Hezbollah as a whole is 
said to have a history of involvement in kidnappings and civilian deaths. Richard 
Baehr in Chicago is the political director of the conservative online magazine 
American Thinker. He’s also a visiting fellow at the Jewish Policy Centre a pro-
Israel Washington think tank  

BAEHR:   Well I think an organisation that’s responsible for 
murder in various countries on various continents from Syria to Lebanon to Israel to 
Argentina to Spain, that’s killed American forces in various countries that I’ve just 
mentioned, that is participating right now in the savagery that is going on in Syria 
with some of their forces as well as Iranian revolutionary guards, actually shooting at 
Syrian forces that have deserted from the attempt to suppress the revolution there. 
When you behave like a terrorist organisation, you murder civilians and you defy 
United Nations resolutions which were on several occasions to disarm. I think it’s just 
pretty clear what you are. 

BENNETT JONES:  But a lot of those allegations you make are contested 
aren’t they. I mean, for instance, there is no clear evidence of Hezbollah 
involvement in Syria – there’s a lot of rumour but nothing definitive.  



BAEHR:   Well I’ve read articles in British papers actually that 
have supported that and there have been some interviews with some of the people 
who have transported Hezbollah fighters into Syria. I mean, I read it, I’m not there on 
the ground so I certainly can’t say I saw this with my own eyes.  

BENNETT JONES:  There is clear evidence of the enduring hostility 
between Israel and Hezbollah on the ground in Lebanon itself. Hezbollah has 
had a history of confronting Israel. First there were the long years of Israeli 
occupation which ended in 2000 when Hezbollah finally forced Israel out. And 
then the 2006 war  

When it comes to working out the nature of Hezbollah you could do worse than 
come to his place. I’m in Southern Lebanon now. It’s Hezbollah heartland and 
right by the Israeli border which is just about a kilometre away – I’m at the top 
of a hill now – and down below you can see two fences and then a road in 
between which the Israelis use to put their patrol vehicles on. And yet in this 
highly militarized area I’m very incongruously in a fun park for children which 
has been built here with Iranian money.  

Oooh. I’m just sitting down with one of the staff on a rather old fashioned red 
painted seesaw. What was the idea behind this place?  

TRANSLATION:  The idea first came up after the July war in 2006 when 
the Islamic Republic of Iran started to reconstruct the destroyed south of Lebanon. 
The town of Maroon el ras where we are now is symbolic for that war which is where 
the idea of building this park here as it overlooks Palestine behind us as a gift from 
the Iranian people to the resistant Lebanese people. As a big symbol of that war.  

BENNETT JONES:  But I have to say it seems an odd place to bring 
children because, as you say, this is all associated with war so why would you 
have a place for children here to play. 

TRANSLATION:  It is an important question. It is a very important 
question. I think the whole idea behind the war was to get people to move out of this 
area. And this is the people saying we will stay here. This is the reason why we 
fought, this is the reason why we shed blood, because this is the land of our fathers, 
our forefathers. We are the owners of the land, we are the righteous people in this 
conflict. If you stay all night here you will only see soldiers on the other side whereas 
here you can see that we are not afraid. It’s them who are afraid, we are civilians here 
and we will keep coming here. 

BENNETT JONES:  So actually it is almost in itself an act of defiance.  

TRANSLATION:  Absolutely. Absolutely. 



BENNETT JONES:  Well what you say there is a reminder of the fact 
that this place is basically a conflict zone and the last time there was a big 
confrontation here was back in 2006 when Hezbollah captured a couple of Israeli 
soldiers and suddenly the whole area was thrown into a ferocious confrontation 
that went on for 34 days.  

HEZBOLLAH VIDEO 

BENNETT JONES:  A Hezbollah propaganda film about the 2006 war. 
The production values are slick, the rhetoric overblown.  

HEZBOLLAH VIDEO 

BENNETT JONES:  After Hezbollah’s capture of two Israeli soldiers in 
2006, Israel moved forces into Lebanon, but withdrew 34 days later, with 
Hezbollah still standing, which was all the organisation needed to declare 
victory. Hezbollah’s confidence reached new levels – Israel, it claimed, had fallen 

HEZBOLLAH VIDEO (Arabic . . . Israel . . .) [THEN ENDS] 

BENNETT JONES:  But can Hezbollah still argue that it is resisting 
Israeli occupation? If Israel is no longer occupying, then what is there to resist 
and what justification for Hezbollah ignoring a UN resolution to disarm? 
Richard Baehr. 

BAEHR:   When there was an area that Israel was occupying in 
South Lebanon they could use that as a defence but since 2000 they can’t. And the 
agreements in 2000 and even after the fighting in 2006 with UN resolution 1701 
which required that all militias essentially disarm, that Hezbollah in fact be a north of 
certain areas within the country, that there be no more rockets or missiles brought into 
the country. Every one of those has been violated in enormous form. In fact there are 
more rockets in the hands of the militia now than was the case when the 2006 war 
occurred. Is that the basis for having 40 thousand rockets and missiles, for murdering 
Israeli forces on the border, for firing rockets into Israel? It’s hard to see the 
justification for that if that’s really the argument that they’re making at this point.  

BENNETT JONES:  In fact Israel is still occupying some Lebanese land – 
but it’s a very small area. Randa Slim was brought up in a Hezbollah dominated 
part of Beirut and is now a research fellow with the centre left New America 
Foundation – a US think tank. So what exactly are the facts? 

SLIM:    There is a portion that is right now which is the half of 
the Ghajar village which according to the UN this is Lebanese territory which is under 
Israeli occupation. Now you have the other land which is specially the Shebaa Farms 
which is under contention. 



BENNETT JONES:  So how reasonable is it then for Hezbollah to use the 
argument that Israel is still occupying Lebanese land when the only uncontested 
place where that is true is half a village? I mean can you really justify the 
armament of a group like Hezbollah on such a slim pretext? 

SLIM:    I agree with you it’s a slim pretext. I mean it’s half of a 
village. But then there is another function to Hezbollah’s weapons and that goes to the 
core mission and to the main reason d’etre of Hezbollah which is the liberation of 
Arab lands.  

BENNETT JONES:  Right because you could argue it’s deterring Israeli 
attacks but you’re saying that’s not it really. It’s more a question of actually 
trying to destroy Israel. I mean to attack Israel or reclaim Israeli land. 

SLIM:    It is also deterring Israeli attacks but not only Israeli 
attacks against Lebanon but also Israeli attacks against Syria and that’s what also 
many of the people in the Syrian leadership believe that Hezbollah’s rockets deter 
Israeli attacks against Syria. It’s also the main narrative that Hezbollah has spun in its 
message to its constituents which is that these weapons’ major function is to deter 
Israeli attacks against you personally and this is a narrative that works with Shia’s 
constituencies. 

BENNETT JONES:  At times in the civil war in Lebanon there were 
militia from the Christian, Druze, Sunni and Shia communities which many of 
their own affairs. Since then the state has reasserted its authority but less so in 
Hezbollah areas – the organisation in many ways runs a state within a state. It’s 
still armed - drawing criticism from the UN, Israel, Western governments and 
Hezbollah’s domestic political rivals who say it’s just not fair that Hezbollah has 
weapons and they don’t. 

This is the Southern suburbs of Beirut, known as a place with very strong 
Hezbollah support and I can see that now because I’m just outside a shop that is 
selling mugs with Hasan Nasrallah’s face on – So he’s the leader of Hezbollah – 
and key fobs and CDs with his speeches and so on and I’ve just come down here 
to see why people in this part of Beirut support Hezbollah and it’s leader Hasan 
Nasrallah.  

FX TRAFFIC  

BENNETT JONES:  One of the things about this part of town is that 
Hezbollah runs everything and that includes even the traffic cops – they are all 
Hezbollah employees – nothing to do with the Lebanese state. Now then let’s see 
if these people will talk to us.  

Can I just ask you which political party do you support? 



MAN (TRANSLATED): I don’t support any group specifically but I support 
those who defend my country, those who defend my children, my family.  

BENNETT JONES:  Would I be right in saying that is Hezbollah?.  

MAN (TRANSLATED): Yes Hezbollah, the resistance. The one who lets you 
sleep at night.  

BENNETT JONES:  Hi I’m from the BBC. What political party do you 
support. 

WOMAN (TRANSLATED): The party of the resistance of course, Hezbollah.  

BENNETT JONES:  And why do you support Hezbollah.  

WOMAN (TRANSLATED): Because they were the ones who lifted our heads up in 
the sky, they were the ones who protected us and made us proud.  

BENNETT JONES:  Can you tell me which political party you support?  

WOMAN (TRANSLATED): I don’t have a specific party. I think all the trouble in 
Lebanon is that everyone has a party.  

BENNETT JONES:  Everyone else here has told us they support 
Hezbollah but you don’t agree.  

WOMAN (TRANSLATED): But I too support Hezbollah.  

BENNETT JONES:  You just told me you don’t support any party. 

WOMAN (TRANSLATED):  I do support them but I don’t like to make it public. I 
don’t like to make politics out of it.  

BENNETT JONES:  Because of Lebanon’s fiendishly complicated 
electoral system and intra-party deals it’s difficult to work out just how much 
support Hezbollah has. But its pretty safe to say that the core Hezbollah vote – 
that’s Shias who would always vote Hezbollah – comes to something like 15 to 20 
per cent of the electorate. But support for Hezbollah extends beyond the Shia 
community. One of the major Christian parties here has formed an alliance with 
Hezbollah – and it’s in government with it and there are other examples of 
Hezbollah reaching out across sectarian divides  



BENNETT JONES:  And here’s another perhaps rather surprising thing 
about Hezbollah. I’m right in the centre of Beirut now in a building that’s being 
reconstructed here. I’m in a big hall with arches on either side and columns all 
picked out in their blue and orange paint. And this is the main synagogue in 
Beirut, destroyed in the civil war and then the idea came up of renovating it. 
There are only around a hundred Jews left living in Lebanon and they keep a 
very low profile. But when the idea came of up of this reconstruction Hezbollah 
was consulted – what did they think? And they said they had no objection at all 
to a synagogue in the heart of the Lebanese capital.  

Approval of a synagogue by a party often charged with anti-Semitism. It’s a 
reflection of a frequently expressed attitude in Lebanon since the civil war. You 
often here politicians and even extremist clerics here saying things like I don’t 
agree with you – I may even think you are an infidel – but, I understand that you 
see it differently. There is a tendency in the West to see all radical Islamists as 
one and the same. But there are important differences. Alistair Crooke used to 
work for the British intelligence agency M16 – he now runs a think tank in 
Beirut and has regular contacts with Hezbollah. He’s urged people in the west to 
have a more open attitude towards the organisation and believes the West has 
less to fear from Hezbollah than radical groups that come out of America’s ally 
Saudi Arabia. 

CROOKE:   I think that Hezbollah is quite right when they say that 
the Western policy, they look at this region, they look at their relationship with 
Lebanon, with Hezbollah, with Hamas, through principally the optic of Israel. They 
see through the Israeli optic these groups to be primarily threats to Israel and therefore 
they see them as threats to the west. In fact I think they’re making a profound mistake 
because they’re confusing moderates and extremists. Both Hezbollah and Hamas 
come from what I have described as the intellectual tradition, not the narrow 
intolerant literalist type of violent groups which come from a completely different 
orientation, from literal Islam which have produced all of the groups that have been 
the real threat and the dangers to Western States.  

BENNETT JONES:  So just to clarify that, you’re saying the West should 
have more in common with groups like Hezbollah perhaps that are quite sort of 
modern in a way, you know they embrace technology and so on, rather than 
groups that are looking back to the 7th century and trying to recreate the 
conditions of the prophet at that time.   

CROOKE:   Yes. These are the groups that have under pressure and 
political form tended to fragment, to form schisms and as they do so migrate to more 
and more radical and extremist positions and these are the groups that have been the 
ones, all of them have been the ones that have been the most dangerous to Western 
interests.  

BENNETT JONES:  To say that Hezbollah are the moderates is an extra-
ordinarily controversial thing in the context of what Western governmental 
opinion says about them.  



CROOKE:   Yes but Western governmental opinion doesn’t really 
look at the situation. 

BENNETT JONES:  From Israel’s point of view the distinctions between 
modernist and orthodox branches of radical Islam are academic. It sees 
Hezbollah as a powerful enemy that must be destroyed. 

ISRAEL MEDLEY:  Iran’s domination of Lebanon through its proxy 
Hezbollah has destroyed any chance of peace. / We have no doubt, that if they do 
initiate another round, that they are a formidable opponent. 

BENNETT JONES:  But how much international support does that point 
of view actually have? When it comes to Western official policy there are in fact 
quite marked splits on the issue.  

So what positions do the various Western governments take on this issue of 
whether or not Hezbollah is a terrorist organization? I put that question to the 
UK government – I’ve got an email here: the UK proscribed Hezbollah’s 
external security organization believing it to be concerned in international 
terrorism – that was in 2001 – and then in 2008 the proscription was extended to 
the whole of the Hezbollah military apparatus. But that is distinct from the 
political wing of Hezbollah. The British government does draw a distinction 
between the military and political wings of the organization so that’s one view. 
I’m going to ring the Americans now. 

Fx Beep 

BENNETT JONES:  See what they say. 

Fx Beep 

BENNETT JONES:  Hi. It’s Owen Bennett Jones here from the BBC. I 
just wondered if you could help me. I’m trying to just clarify the US position on 
Hezbollah… [fades]… [back up] So Hezbollah is a designated terrorist 
organization and al… what is the status of al-Manar TV, their TV station… 

Fx Beep 

BENNETT JONES:  Hi. I’m just wondering if you can help. Does the 
French government have a position on… [fades]… [back up] so basically in 
favour of disarmament of Hezbollah and, but Hezbollah is not a terrorist 
organization... 

Fx Beep 

BENNETT JONES:  Right. Let’s see what the Australians have got to say.  



Fx Beep 

BENNETT JONES:  Well if you’ve got talking points that you send out 
that would be great to see those. 

Fx Beep[Fx fade] 

BENNETT JONES:  Broadly there are three positions - Hezbollah is 
terrorist organisation, it’s not a terrorist organisation and as the UK maintains 
some of it is and some of it isn’t. But those nuances could soon be a thing of the 
past. Hezbollah’s designation as terrorists could soon become much more 
widespread. 

Well this is the St Georges Hotel in central Beirut and this is the place where the 
former prime minister of Lebanon, Rafiq Hariri, was assassinated back in 2005. 
An international tribunal has been investigating the case and it has named four 
members of Hezbollah of carrying out the murder – the trial hasn’t happened 
yet but it has brought to the surface once again the connections, the association 
of Hezbollah with terrorism.  

And there is another thing that could also have a major impact on Hezbollah’s 
international standing. If Israel and the Palestinians were able to agree a two 
state solution, would Hezbollah accept that deal? Alistair Crooke believes that it 
depends on which Palestinians sign up to any peace deal. There are always likely 
to be some Palestinians who reject a two state solution and Hezbollah could 
simply side with them. So are there any circumstances in which Hezbollah could 
accept a two state solution? 

CROOKE:   If you mean would they accept it on the sort of highly 
restricted electorate that is the West Bank largely, that would not be. And I don’t 
think that this would be just the position of Hezbollah. It would be much wider 
position of nearly all the region that if all the Palestinians, I mean a majority - the 
Palestinians of West Bank, the Palestinians of Gaza, the Palestinians of the refugee 
camps and the Palestinians of the diaspora. If there is a willingness to come to an 
agreement they will accept that. 

BENNETT JONES:  But how does that square with statements in the 
party’s doctrine and so on that they want to destroy Israel. I mean it doesn’t 
quite add up does it, because they’re saying Israel is an entirely illegal state so 
how can they then accept a two state solution.  

CROOKE:   Because the Palestinians have to make the decision and 
Hezbollah have made it very clear that they accept the Palestinian decision. If you ask 
them and if you say, you know, ‘What is your view, do you regard Israel as a just and 
rightful occupier of land?’ that’s a different issue. They will say for many hundreds of 
years maybe that this was wrong. 



BENNETT JONES:  Given the moribund state of the peace process it 
seems unlikely that Hezbollah's attitude to a two state solution will be tested any 
time soon. Clearly Israel sees Hezbollah as a threat but should the west as well? 
Nick Blanford reckons that Hezbollah’s capacity to launch international attacks 
will only be tested if it feels there is a threat to its existence.  

BLANDFORD:  My view is that Hezbollah will leave you alone if you 
leave it alone. Hezbollah in some respects could be described as a multi-billion dollar 
international conglomerate. It has pockets of influence and interest throughout the 
world. Basically wherever you find Lebanese Shia large sizeable populations there 
will be some kind of Hezbollah presence there. The Americans worry about 
Hezbollah because not so much the threat that Hezbollah can pose to Israel but the 
threat that Hezbollah could pose to US interests around the world. And in my 
interviews with Hezbollah over the years including Hasan Nasrallah the leader, 
they've made it clear to me through veiled hints that this global reach, as the 
Americans say Hezbollah possesses, is not there to launch attacks against the US, but 
it's there as a kind of deterrent. So if Hezbollah was to face, for instance, an existential 
threat, that they do have the resources to strike not just in the immediate Lebanon-
Israel theatre but further afield. 

BENNETT JONES:  In both Lebanon and Israel people are taking about 
the next war – and how big it will be. Israel wants to avenge the Hezbollah claims 
of victory in 2006 and to destroy its most powerful enemy. Hezbollah believes its 
record shows it can beat Israel and thinks that millions of Arabs want it to do so. 
But why do so many people think a potentially disastrous conflict is around the 
corner? To discuss that we brought together two established authors on 
Hezbollah. Nick Noe here in Beirut and first Thanassis Cambannis in Cairo. 

CAMBANNIS:  I’ve been expecting it for a long time but I think that, 
you know, both sides, the Israeli side and the Hezbollah side, are canny strategic 
actors in some ways and they - except when they make colossal mistakes which they 
also habitually do – and so both of them want a war but only when that war is going 
to suit them. 

NOE:    I mean predicting this next war is a difficult business. I 
think both Thanassis and I in the last, you know, year or two or more have been 
expecting – as have a lot of people – that we are going to see this sort of climactic 
fight. The two actors definitely are viewing this. I mean if you listen to the Israeli 
rhetoric and the Hezbollah rhetoric – at its public rhetoric – both of them are saying 
this could be the last kind of clash between these two big actors. The only thing that 
right now is working against another conflict… there’s really nothing except for one 
thing - the fact that this next conflict will be so devastating. So the only thing right 
now that seems to be mitigating this march towards war is the fact that the actors 
involved are all scared about the unintended consequences of that and the destruction.  

BENNETT JONES:  There is a widespread belief in Lebanon that there 
will be another conflict and that it will be massive. There is also a view that 
Hezbollah is over confident and that because of what happened in 2006 it 
believes it can win when it can’t. 



NOE:    Yeah. The rhetoric that we’ve seen since the 2006 war 
between Hezbollah and Israel where Hezbollah fought the second or third strongest 
army in the world to a standstill after 33 days, the rhetoric really shifted to a promise 
that yes we can win. And Nasrallah actually promised a few years ago that we can see 
the end of Israel within the next few years. So it’s going to be in our lifetime soon, it’s 
coming. With those promises, it makes it even more dangerous, the situation of 
course. 

BENNETT JONES:  Thanassis, is Hezbollah over confident? Does it rate 
its own abilities too highly? 

CAMBANNIS:  Well I think there’s absolutely an incidence of 
Hezbollah over-reach going on.. I think it’s clear when Hezbollah comes out and its 
leader says next time there is a war against Israel we’re going to have our 
commandoes on Israeli land and we’re going to be dismantling Israeli settlements in 
Northern Israel – by which he’s referring to Israeli towns inside the 1948 borders – 
that borders on the delusional. 

NOE:    But remember in the July 2006 war people thought it 
was delusional, the Israelis thought it was delusional that Hezbollah could, should fire 
an anti-ship missile and almost sink one of the most sophisticated warships in the 
world. And they almost did.  

CAMBANNIS:  Hezbollah is a profoundly popular authentic movement 
that’s been growing for nearly three decades and its not going away. And it’s 
operating in a neighbourhood where its neighbour Israel has been swearing every time 
it fought with Lebanon that it was going to destroy Hezbollah and completely wipe it 
out. Now that’s also delusional rhetoric because no matter what happens on the 
battlefield and what happens in the next war Hezbollah is still going to be the leading 
force representing Lebanese Shiites, so there is a mirroring of this kind of escalated 
delusional rhetoric where each side claims that it can completely wipe out the other 
and of course that’s not possible. 

BENNETT JONES:  A massive and futile war seems a real possibility. No 
one is saying that it’s bound to be imminent, but the conflict between Israel and 
Hezbollah is unresolved 

I’m on Beirut’s Corniche now - a mile or so of paved walkway with the waves 
crashing on the rocky shore. And there are always lots of people here strolling 
and chatting, and I often feel they are almost consciously enjoying the peace and 
its little pleasures – watching the sunset, fishing, helping a child learn how to ride 
a bike. There is a sense of foreboding that at some point another war is coming – 
that it will be long and vicious - and that when it comes, taking a stroll by the sea 
in the evening just won’t be possible. 


