
SUBMISSION TO HAASS/O’SULLIVAN PANEL BY QUINN FAMILY AND QUINN 

SUPPORT GROUP 

  
Paul Quinn was murdered on 20th October 2007 and although the murder took place 

immediately across the border in Co. Monaghan, both An Garda Síochána and the PSNI 

made it clear at the time that the murder was organised and directed from within Northern 

Ireland.  

Since the murder the family and its support group, mainly comprising Paul’s friends and 

neighbours, has campaigned vigorously to have those responsible for his killing brought to 

justice. However, as the debate on victims and dealing with the past has developed we are 

increasingly aware that we are also in effect a victims group.  We have had a degree of 

contact with families of people killed in broadly similar circumstances, particularly those 

who died after the two ceasefires and after the signing of the Good Friday Agreement.  

There is deep concern among these families, as there is within our own group, that the voices 

of those killed after the conclusion of large-scale or widespread violence – whom we think of 

as ‘Victims of the Peace’ – should be heard along with those of all other victims. There is a 

particular concern that they should not be silenced or ignored because what they have to say 

may be politically awkward for some.  

We would be grateful if you would take our views into consideration in your deliberations on 

dealing with the past. 

  

Sincerely, 

Breege Quinn (parent) 

Stephen Quinn (parent) 

Séamus Bellew (Chairman, Quinn Support Group) 

www.quinnsupport.org 

  

BACKGROUND 

On Saturday 20
th

 October 2007, Paul Quinn was lured across the border by texts offering a 

few hours of work for cash cleaning out a cattle shed. In fact, two acquaintances of his had 

been captured by an armed, masked gang and forced to send the texts. In the shed Paul was 

beaten by the gang, which numbered at least nine, and died from his injuries that evening. 

The shed was forensically cleansed by the gang. 

The beating followed a series of altercations with local members of the Provisional IRA over 

a period of weeks, together with direct warnings that he should leave the area. The family 

gave its view that members of the Provisional IRA were responsible for his death. Sinn Fein 

leaders immediately said they had consulted with the local IRA and they were definitely not 

involved, and warned of the dangers of politicisation of the incident. Prior to Paul’s funeral 

and while his body was being waked, there was a strong political attack on the family from 

members of Sinn Fein, as well as briefings to local and provincial media that Paul had fallen 

out with some shadowy criminal gang with which he was associated, which it was broadly 

hinted had dissident connections.  

In the 48 hours up to his funeral a number of direct accusations of criminality were levelled at 

Paul (see “Quotes from the Press” attached). These were repeated over the next few weeks 

and months, particularly by Conor Murphy MP, and to the great pain of the family similar 

comments alluding to criminal disputes were made by Taoiseach Bertie Ahern in Dáil 

Éireann (but he put the record straight in December 2007, see Quotes). However, accusations 

continued from Sinn Fein sources, even though An Garda Siochana rubbished the ‘shadowy 

gang’ theory in an unprecedented public statement in March 2008. The most recent briefing 

http://www.quinnsupport.org/


featuring the shadowy gang was reportedly given by Sinn Fein spokesperson Mark McLarnon 

to a Sunday World journalist in September 2013.  

The family has made no accusations of any kind against Sinn Fein, nor did it even speculate 

as to whether the killing had sanction from the controlling levels of the Provisional IRA. The 

Support Group, which was formed shortly after the funeral, was well aware of the political 

sensitivities of any Provisional-linked killing coming just six months after Sinn Fein had 

gone into the power-sharing Executive on the basis of full acceptance of the new policing 

dispensation. However, despite its very clear position and explicit requests that the whole 

issue of the killing should be depoliticised, the family and Support Group were constantly 

charged with leading an anti-Sinn Fein campaign. This charge was repeated over and over at 

the Support Group’s public meetings, often combined with the intimidating presence of 

known Provisional IRA members lining the walls of halls and community centers. 

Our main concern has been that this politicisation has hindered and hampered the police 

investigation into the murder. In South Armagh, the peace process has not gone so far that 

people are prepared to openly earn Sinn Fein’s displeasure by co-operating with the PSNI or 

Garda on this particular killing. There have been almost 20 arrests in the case, the most recent 

in September 2013, but most of them have been met with Sinn Fein protests and the old 

accusations of ‘political policing’.  

  

HARD FACTS 

Evidence of Provisional IRA involvement is circumstantial, but powerful. The operation was 

slick in the extreme, involving at least 15 people including logistical support and three or 

more vehicles. The gang was clad in forensic overalls and blue surgical gloves. As they beat 

Paul they were heard to tell him ‘we’ll show you who’s boss around here’ or words to that 

effect. It is known that telephone chatter related to the incident involved several phones and 

began six hours before the beating. No criminal operation of that scale has been carried out in 

South Armagh in living memory other than by the Provos. It is quite clear from the relevant 

sections in the attached quotes that the PSNI, Garda and IMC accepted at least the broad 

likelihood of Provisional involvement.  

The notion of Army Council approval is irrelevant – it was never the role of the Army 

Council to approve or reject specific operations. However, the strong feeling locally is that 

this was not just a local Cullyhanna unit bent on revenge, this required approval and logistical 

support at the level of the South Armagh command structure. 

We must admit we have never understood the Sinn Fein position. If Conor Murphy had said: 

“We do not believe the IRA was involved but whoever it was should be brought to justice”, 

we would have had no complaint against him or Sinn Fein. We have no idea why they had to 

insist on excluding all possible IRA involvement and go to the lengths of criminalising Paul’s 

memory and inventing a mythical criminal gang. We think perhaps he doth protest too much.  

Whatever their reasons, the result is deep politicisation of a murder inquiry.  

OUR FEARS FOR THE FUTURE 

Because of the high political stakes, we fear that efforts will be made to shape any ‘dealing 

with the past’ arrangement to exclude post-1998 crimes in general, and the killing of Paul 

Quinn in particular.  We feel that there is now a strong momentum building towards more 

truthful accounts of all the events up to 1998 and we are strongly supportive of all efforts to 

bring truth, justice or even just a measure of comfort to all the bereaved.  

However, we fear politically inspired cut-offs. There are four major sources of political 

embarrassment for the Provisional movement post-1998 – Robert McCartney, Northern Bank, 

Joe Rafferty (Dublin) and Paul Quinn - and Paul Quinn is the greatest of these because it 

happened in 2007. We fear that progress will be made on some very hard cases and we may 



even see more truth about collusion on the one hand or Kingsmill on the other, but that even 

attempts at rational discussion of Paul’s murder will be blocked and rejected to the bitter end.  

We are aware of your tight schedule and no doubt limited capacity to look directly at 

individual cases, but we would of course be grateful for any opportunity to put our point of 

view directly to you both. In the meantime we invite you to examine the background material 

including BBC reconstruction video on our website www.quinnsupport.org. 

 

http://www.quinnsupport.org/

