
 

Change that works 

for  

 
Liberal Democrats 

Change that works for London 

London 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Building a Fairer Britain 
 

Elections that can really make a difference don’t come along very often. But this is one of them.  
 

This May, you have an opportunity to shape London’s future for the better. In so many ways London is 

one of the greatest cities in the world – in business, in the arts, in entertainment. But there are still too 

many sides to life in London that need to change – the poverty, the crime, the bad schools.  
 

A lot of people feel that nothing ever changes. I understand that. We’ve had 65 years of red team, blue 

team politics: the same parties taking turns and making the same mistakes, letting you down. They have 

taught people to expect little from politics, and get less. 
 

But it’s time for something different. It is time for something better. 
 

Doesn’t it make you angry that after 65 years of red-blue government, here in London a child’s chances in 

life are still more determined by their parents’ bank balance than by their own hopes and dreams? 

Doesn’t it make you angry that the banks have been allowed to ride roughshod over our economy, and 

are still handing out bonuses by the bucketload? That politics is still the plaything of wealthy donors and 

corrupt MPs? That despite endless warm words from politicians, our climate is in danger? That the 

poorest are the ones who pay the biggest chunk of their income in tax? 
 

I was brought up to believe that the way things are is not the way they have to be. I was brought up to 

believe that you should fight for what you believe in, and fight for change. So my message for you in this 

election is simple. 
 

Don’t settle for low politics and broken promises: be more demanding. Set your sights on the 

London you want for your children and your grandchildren, and use your vote to make it happen. 
 

Only the Liberal Democrats have the big ideas for fundamental, structural changes in the way our country 

works to make it fair. Only the Liberal Democrats will shake up the tax system to put at least £700 back in 

the pockets of tens of millions of low and middle income families, paid for by ensuring the wealthy pay 

their fair share. Only the Liberal Democrats will break up the banks, building a new, green economy in 

which we don’t simply rely on high risk casino banking for prosperity, but we put renewed value on 

making and creating things. Only the Liberal Democrats will invest in our schools to give every child, no 

matter their background, a fair start in life. 
 

A strong vote for the Liberal Democrats means the end of red-blue, blue-red politics. It means the end of 

the stitch-up between the two old parties. It means the opening up of our rotten political system. It 

means the beginning of real change that works for you. 
 

So don’t hope for the best: vote for the best. Choose the Liberal Democrats. 

 
Nick Clegg, Leader of the Liberal Democrats 

 

 Change that works for London 
 

• One in ten people will pay no income tax at all  

• An extra £520 million for London schools every year 

• 600+ of extra police on the streets 

• 36, 000 empty homes brought back into use 

• £730m fund for environmentally friendly home improvements  



 

Fair taxes that put money back in your pocket 
 

London is a city of great contrasts: every day 

billions of pounds are traded in the Square 

Mile. Yet right now hundreds of thousands of 

families and pensioners are struggling to get 

by.  
 

The Liberal Democrats will help. We will 

introduce the most radical tax reform in a 

generation, cutting taxes for millions of 

people on low and middle incomes, paid for 

by closing loopholes at the top and increasing 

taxes on polluting aviation. Our tax plans will 

mean one in ten Londoners is freed from 

paying any income tax at all, with nearly 

everyone else saving around £700 every year.  
 

We’ll also restore the link between pensions 

and earnings without any delay, so that pensioners’ living standards don’t slip any further 

behind everyone else.  

 

A fair chance for every child 
 

“Our policies will give young people the sort of education that is life changing and fulfilling -

however and wherever in life they start out." Lynne Featherstone, candidate for Hornsey and 

Wood Green 
 

It’s a scandal that poor but bright children still 

fall behind their wealthier classmates when 

they’re young and often don’t catch up. And 

it’s just not right that in so many classes 

disruptive children hold everyone else back.  
 

So the Liberal Democrats will give schools 

extra money to cut class sizes and provide 

more one-to-one tuition – making sure every 

child gets the attention they need. That’s how 

we can give all of our children best way start, 

regardless of their background, their home 

town or their parent’s bank balances. This Pupil 

Premium would mean a funding boost of 

£520m for schools across London in the next academic year.  
 

We’ll help students too. There are over 300,000 in London who will benefit from our policy to 

phase out tuition fees. While we have a plan to scrap fees, Labour and the Conservatives want to 

raise the cap so that a university education costs even more – in London, students could be 

graduating with as much as £45,000 of debt within five years. The Liberal Democrats will also 

create 800,000 paid internships, helping even more young people into the career of their 

dreams.  

 

Our candidate for Islington, Bridget Fox and Sarah Ludford 

MEP meet local business people in Islington 

Candidate for Brent Central, Sarah Teather, with local pupils 



 

A fair future creating jobs by making Britain greener 
 

“Across London there is plenty of work to be done in greening our economy. This national 

plan has the potential to create thousands of green, sustainable jobs in our city and provide a 

much needed economic boost. Liberal Democrats want to make London one of the cleanest, 

greenest and most prosperous cities in the world.” Simon Hughes, Liberal Democrat 

Environment spokesperson and candidate for North Southwark and Bermondsey 
 

Never again can a single square mile – the City of 

London – hold a gun up to the whole economy. 

But Labour and the Conservatives aren’t brave 

enough to take on the big banks. Only the 

Liberal Democrats will break them up, impose a 

levy on their profits until it’s done, and get them 

lending to their customers again.  
 

We want London to be at the heart of a new, 

sustainable economy. So in our first year in office 

the Liberal Democrats will invest £3.3bn in 

environmentally friendly, high tech technologies 

to boost growth and get thousands of 

Londoners into work.  
 

We’ll give special help to young people too. They didn’t cause the recession, but they’re paying 

the price. We’ll make a promise that no young person will spend more than 90 days on 

Jobseekers Allowance before we provide them with further training, education, an internship or 

a place on a work programme.  
 

Liberal Democrats won’t stand by while families wait for homes, either – there are 36,000 sitting 

empty in London so we’ll bring them back into use. And we’ll make the streets safe by recruiting 

over 600 new police officers for the Met, affordable because we are cutting spending elsewhere 

in government like scrapping the Government’s pointless ID cards. With the public finances in 

such a mess we need to be smart about what the country can and cannot now afford. But we’ll 

make those savings to protect the services you most rely on.  

 

A fair deal by cleaning up politics 
 

The final change is the one that makes the others 

possible: cleaning up politics. We will give Londoners the 

power to sack corrupt MPs, we’ll end big money politics, 

we’ll introduce fair votes so every vote counts and we’ll 

make sure those who seek to sit in Parliament pay full UK 

taxes.  
 

The Liberal Democrats believe we need to hand power 

back to people. Like through our locally elected health 

boards, which give you a say over the health care you 

use, instead of leaving all the decisions up to 

bureaucrats. It’s time to end decades of centralisation 

from Labour and the Conservatives. Let’s put the people 

of London back in charge of what happens in London. 

Leader Nick Clegg at Walthamstow Market  

Candidate for Sutton, Paul Burstow with 

candidate for Carshalton and Wallington, 

Tom Brake, at St. Helier hospital 


