June 5, 2004
Excellency:

On my appointment as Prime Minister of the Interim Government of Irag, I am writing
to express the commitment of the people of Iraq to complete the political transition
process to establish a free and democratic Iraq and to be a partner in preventing and
combating terrorism. As we enter a critical new stage, regain full sovereignty and
move toward elections, we will need the assistance of the international community.

The Interim Government of Iraq will make every effort to ensure that these elections
are fully democratic, free, and fair. Security and stability continue to be essential to
our political transition. There continue, however, to be forces in Iraq, including
foreign elements, that are opposed to our transition to peace, democracy, and security.
The Government is determined to overcome these forces, and to develop security
forces capable of providing adequate security for the Iraqi people. Until we are able
to provide security for ourselves, including the defense of Iraq’s land, sea, and air
space, we ask for the support of the Security Council and the International community
in this endeavor. We seek a new resolution on the Multinational Force (MNF)
mandate to contribute to maintaining security in Iraq, including through the tasks and
arrangements set out in the letter from Secretary of State Colin Powell to the
President of the United Nations Security Council. The Government requests that the
Security Council review the mandate of the MNF at the request of the Transitional
Government of Iraq, or twelve months from the date on which such a resolution is
adopted.

In order to discharge the Iraqi Government’s responsibility for security, I intend to
establish appropriate security structures that will allow my Government and Iraqi
security forces to progressively take on that responsibility. One such structure is the
Ministerial Committee for National Security, consisting of myself as the Chair, the
Deputy Prime Minister, and the Ministers of Defence, Interior, Foreign Affairs, Justice,
and Finance. The National Security Adviser, Senior Military Adviser, and Director of
the Iraqi National Intelligence Service will serve as permanent advisory members of the
Committee. This forum will set the broad framework for Iraqi security policy. I intend
to invite, as appropriate, the MNF Commander, his Deputy, or the MNF Commander’s
designated representative, and other appropriate individuals, to attend and participate as
well, and will stand ready to discuss mechanisms of coordination and cooperation with
the MNF. Iraqi armed forces will be responsible to the Chief of Staff and Minister of
Defense. Other security forces (the Iraqi police, border guards and Facilities Protection
Service) will be responsible to the Minister of the Interior or other government
ministers.

His Excellency
Mr. Lauro L. Baja, Jr.,
President of the Security Council,
United Nations
New York, New York.






