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Who is to blame for the spending cuts?

3% 13%

The present Scottish 
SNP Government

The present UK 
Conservative/Liberal 
Democrat Coalition 

Government

Q. From the following, who do you think is most responsible for the spending 
cuts that are soon to be announced?

Don’t blame anyone

42%

39%

Base: 1,000 Scottish adults, 17th to 22nd September 2010 Source: Ipsos MORI 
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Who is to blame for the spending cuts?

Q. From the following, who do you think is most responsible for the spending 
cuts that are soon to be announced?
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Who is to blame for the spending cuts?

3% 13%
6% 15%

Q. From the following, who do you think is most responsible for the spending 
cuts that are soon to be announced?

Private sector workers Public sector workers

Present Scottish SNP Government Former UK Labour Government

Present UK Conservative/Liberal Democrat Coalition Government Don’t blame anyone

45%

37%

40%

38%

Base: 1,000 Scottish adults, 17th to 22nd September 2010 Source: Ipsos MORI 
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Who is to blame for the spending cuts?

Q. From the following, who do you think is most responsible for the spending 
cuts that are soon to be announced?
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25%

Cut spending or increase taxes?

Government 
should mainly 
focus on 
increasing 
taxes

Q Broadly speaking, which of the following comes closest to your 
view?

Don’t know – 1%

74%

taxes

Government 
should mainly 

focus on cutting 
spending

Base: 1,000 Scottish adults, 17th to 22nd September 2010 Source: Ipsos MORI 
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% Government should mainly focus on cutting spending
% Government should mainly focus on increasing taxes

Cut spending or increase taxes?

Q Broadly speaking, which of the following comes closest to your 
view?
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most

deprived
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deprived
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Base: 1,000 Scottish adults, 17th to 22nd September 2010 Source: Ipsos MORI 



Cut spending or increase taxes?

Private sector 
workers

% Government should mainly 
focus on increasing taxes

% Government should mainly 
focus on cutting spending

23%

Public sector 
workers

Q Broadly speaking, which of the following comes closest to your 
view?

23%

77%

31%

69%

Base: 1,000 Scottish adults, 17th to 22nd September 2010 Source: Ipsos MORI 



12 28 34
12

332819

% Government should mainly focus on cutting spending
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Cut spending or increase taxes?

Q Broadly speaking, which of the following comes closest to your 
view?
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Base: 1,000 Scottish adults, 17th to 22nd September 2010 Source: Ipsos MORI 
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19%

Cut spending quickly or slowly?

It is important to cut 
spending quickly even if 
it means immediate job 
losses, because it will 
be better for the 
economy in the long run

Q Which of these comes closest to your opinion about how the 
Government goes about reducing costs?

81%

It is better to cut 
spending more 

slowly, to reduce 
the impact on public 

services and the 
economy

Base: 1,000 Scottish adults, 17th to 22nd September 2010 Source: Ipsos MORI 
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% It is better to cut spending more slowly, to reduce the impact on public services and the economy

% It is important to cut spending quickly even if it means immediate job losses, because it will be better
for the economy in the long run 

Cut spending quickly or slowly?

Q Which of these comes closest to your opinion about how the 
Government goes about reducing costs?
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Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-54 55+ 20%
most

deprived
areas

20%
least

deprived
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Base: 1,000 Scottish adults, 17th to 22nd September 2010 Source: Ipsos MORI 



Cut spending quickly or slowly?

Private sector workers

% It is important to cut spending quickly even
if it means immediate job losses, because it
will be better for the economy in the long run

% It is better to cut spending more
slowly, to reduce the impact on public
services and the economy

19%

Public sector workers

12%

Q Which of these comes closest to your opinion about how the 
Government goes about reducing costs?

19%

81% 87%

Base: 1,000 Scottish adults, 17th to 22nd September 2010 Source: Ipsos MORI 
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% It is better to cut spending more slowly, to reduce the impact on public services and the economy

% It is important to cut spending quickly even if it means immediate job losses, because it will be better
for the economy in the long run

Cut spending quickly or slowly?

Q Which of these comes closest to your opinion about how the 
Government goes about reducing costs?

90 77 84 72 73 89 78
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raising
powers
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Base: 1,000 Scottish adults, 17th to 22nd September 2010 Source: Ipsos MORI 
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18%16%

Use of tax-raising powers

Strongly agree
Don’t know – 1%

Strongly disagree

Q The devolution settlement gave the Scottish Parliament the power to vary income tax by up to 3p 
in the pound.  To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  “The Scottish 
Government should use its tax-raising powers in order to minimise spending cuts needed in 
Scotland.”

Agree        55%

37%
13%

16%

Neither/nor

Tend to disagree

Tend to agree

Base: 1,000 Scottish adults, 17th to 22nd September 2010 Source: Ipsos MORI 

Agree        55%

Disagree   32%
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Use of tax-raising powers
Q The devolution settlement gave the Scottish Parliament the power to vary income tax by up to 3p 
in the pound.  To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  “The Scottish 
Government should use its tax-raising powers in order to minimise spending cuts needed in 
Scotland.”
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Use of tax-raising powers

Private sector workers

% Neither / nor
Don't know

% Tend to agree% Strongly agree
% Strongly disagree % Tend to disagree

14%15%

Public sector workers

20%
10%1%

Q The devolution settlement gave the Scottish Parliament the power to vary income tax by up to 3p 
in the pound.  To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  “The Scottish 
Government should use its tax-raising powers in order to minimise spending cuts needed in 
Scotland.”
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Base: 1,000 Scottish adults, 17th to 22nd September 2010 Source: Ipsos MORI 
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Use of tax-raising powers
Q The devolution settlement gave the Scottish Parliament the power to vary income tax by up to 3p 
in the pound.  To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  “The Scottish 
Government should use its tax-raising powers in order to minimise spending cuts needed in 
Scotland.”
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