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Al-Megrahi Poll
Absolutes/col percents

Table 1
Q.1 You may have seen or heard recently that Abdelbaset Ali al-Megrahi, the man found guilty of the Lockerbie bombing
involving the Pan-AM airliner, has been released by the Scottish Government on compassionate grounds. From what you
yourself have seen and heard do you think the Scottish government was right or wrong to release Mr Al-Megrahi?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ICM Research

Q.1 Release
of Mr Al-
MegrahiRegionAgeGender

WestSouthFife &High-Cent-
ofofNEMidlandsral

Scot-Scot-Scot-Scot-Loth-& Is-Glas-Scot-
WrongRightlandlandlandlandianslandsgowland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

57834412012913612614195109149229180183197139775434621005Unweighted base

598322119130137124142931151462031551492341511125234821005Weighted base

-3225140374942273540865746624527150173322Right
-100%43%31%27%40%30%29%31%28%42%37%31%27%30%24%29%36%32%

598-59828568865768949789891528884321277598Wrong
100%-49%63%62%55%60%62%59%64%48%57%60%65%58%75%61%57%60%

---*432--24232--8311Refused
---*3%2%1%--1%2%2%2%1%--2%1%1%

--9711412811101771218181443074Don't know
--8%6%8%3%9%9%10%7%8%5%8%8%12%1%8%6%7%



Q.1 Release
of Mr Al-
MegrahiRegionAgeGender

WestSouthFife &High-Cent-
ofofNEMidlandsral

Scot-Scot-Scot-Scot-Loth-& Is-Glas-Scot-
WrongRightlandlandlandlandianslandsgowland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

57834412012913612614195109149229180183197139775434621005Unweighted base

598322119130137124142931151462031551492341511125234821005Weighted base

52725528383717950688810182841448479314261574Should have remained in
88%8%44%64%61%57%55%54%59%60%50%52%57%61%56%71%60%54%57%prison until death

592865842425057354346916655735731169203372Should not have
10%89%49%32%31%40%40%38%37%32%45%42%37%31%38%28%32%42%37%remained in prison

until death

-----111-2121-1-415Refused
-----1%1%1%-1%*1%1%-1%-1%*1%

1212951225641010691892361753Don't know
2%4%7%4%9%2%4%6%3%7%5%4%6%8%6%1%7%4%5%
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Table 2
Q.2 Mr Al-Megrahi has been diagnosed with terminal prostate cancer. Do you think he should, or should not have remained in prison in
Scotland until his death?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ICM Research



Q.1 Release
of Mr Al-
MegrahiRegionAgeGender

WestSouthFife &High-Cent-
ofofNEMidlandsral

Scot-Scot-Scot-Scot-Loth-& Is-Glas-Scot-
WrongRightlandlandlandlandianslandsgowland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

57834412012913612614195109149229180183197139775434621005Unweighted base

598322119130137124142931151462031551492341511125234821005Weighted base

4901145757866684565798473741397675279242521Never been released
82%3%38%58%57%54%48%48%56%54%41%47%50%59%50%67%53%50%52%

162524836354037263335765040604025127163290Been freed from jail
3%78%41%28%26%32%26%28%29%24%37%32%27%26%26%22%24%34%29%and allowed to return

to Libya

854823121713311515263426272430128963152Been freed from jail
14%15%19%9%12%11%22%17%13%18%17%17%18%10%20%11%17%13%15%but made to remain in

Scotland

2--21311-2323-1-649Refused
*--1%*2%1%1%-1%1%1%2%-1%-1%1%1%

41235625525745115-231033Don't know
1%4%2%4%4%2%3%6%2%3%3%2%4%5%3%-4%2%3%
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Table 3
Q.3 Some people have suggested that Mr Al-Megrahi should have been freed from jail but then be made to remain in Scotland until his death.
How about you, do you think he should have...?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ICM Research



Q.1 Release
of Mr Al-
MegrahiRegionAgeGender

WestSouthFife &High-Cent-
ofofNEMidlandsral

Scot-Scot-Scot-Scot-Loth-& Is-Glas-Scot-
WrongRightlandlandlandlandianslandsgowland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

57834412012913612614195109149229180183197139775434621005Unweighted base

598322119130137124142931151462031551492341511125234821005Weighted base

1491894455514246364152855543846535200167366Should have visited Mr
25%59%37%43%37%34%32%39%36%35%42%35%28%36%43%31%38%35%36%Al-Megrahi

4069962627367774659808683881297169254272526Should not have visited
68%31%52%48%53%54%54%49%52%55%42%53%59%55%47%62%49%56%52%

32-1-1213232113-7310Refused
1%1%-*-1%1%1%3%1%1%1%1%*2%-1%1%1%

40331312131417101112291617211286241103Don't know
7%10%11%9%10%11%12%11%10%8%14%10%12%9%8%7%12%9%10%
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Table 4
Q.4 Do you think the Scottish Justice Secretary Kenny MacAskill should, or should not have visited Mr Al-Megrahi in prison before making
the decision to release him?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ICM Research



Q.1 Release
of Mr Al-
MegrahiRegionAgeGender

WestSouthFife &High-Cent-
ofofNEMidlandsral

Scot-Scot-Scot-Scot-Loth-& Is-Glas-Scot-
WrongRightlandlandlandlandianslandsgowland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

57834412012913612614195109149229180183197139775434621005Unweighted base

598322119130137124142931151462031551492341511125234821005Weighted base

72109292626292916222645303051242197105201Legal grounds alone
12%34%24%20%19%23%20%17%19%18%22%19%20%22%16%19%18%22%20%

4571868095907692648410512311010215911281351336687Other factors
76%58%68%73%66%61%65%69%73%72%61%71%68%68%74%73%67%70%68%influenced decision

----11-1-222--1-5-5Refused
----*1%-1%-1%1%1%--1%-1%-*

692810920192111914331418251497142112Don't know
11%9%8%7%15%15%15%12%8%9%16%9%12%11%9%8%14%9%11%
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Table 5
Q.5 Do you personally think the Scottish government's decision to release Mr Al-Megrahi was taken on legal grounds alone or do you
think there were there other factors that influenced the decision?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ICM Research



Q.1 Release
of Mr Al-
MegrahiRegionAgeGender

WestSouthFife &High-Cent-
ofofNEMidlandsral

Scot-Scot-Scot-Scot-Loth-& Is-Glas-Scot-
WrongRightlandlandlandlandianslandsgowland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

57834412012913612614195109149229180183197139775434621005Unweighted base

598322119130137124142931151462031551492341511125234821005Weighted base

34183560413649354557576162855539182177359He should resign
57%3%29%46%30%29%35%38%40%39%28%39%41%36%36%35%35%37%36%

198311786485768252587212383801338661284282566He should not resign
33%96%65%49%62%61%58%56%50%49%61%54%54%57%57%55%54%58%56%

1---1111--111-1-314Refused
*---*1%1%1%--**1%-1%-1%**

58466101110512172211617911542276Don't know
10%1%5%4%7%9%7%5%10%12%11%7%4%7%6%10%10%5%8%
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Table 6
Q.6 Based on what you know do you think the Scottish Justice Secretary Kenny MacAskill should or should not resign for his part in the release of
Mr Al-Megrahi?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ICM Research



Q.1 Release
of Mr Al-
MegrahiRegionAgeGender

WestSouthFife &High-Cent-
ofofNEMidlandsral

Scot-Scot-Scot-Scot-Loth-& Is-Glas-Scot-
WrongRightlandlandlandlandianslandsgowland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

57834412012913612614195109149229180183197139775434621005Unweighted base

598322119130137124142931151462031551492341511125234821005Weighted base

5411708599107871157183118125120119179120100406357764NET: Damaged
90%53%72%76%78%70%81%77%72%81%62%77%80%77%79%89%78%74%76%

4095446616354744658868273741327254258230488Damaged a lot
68%17%38%47%46%44%52%50%50%59%40%47%50%57%47%48%49%48%49%

1321163938433340252532444744474946149128276Damaged a little
22%36%33%29%32%26%28%27%22%22%22%30%30%20%32%41%28%26%27%

44147322926302417282567332645261195114209Has not been damaged at
7%46%27%22%19%24%17%18%24%17%33%21%18%19%17%10%18%24%21%all

-----1*1--1-*-1-2*3Refused
-----1%*1%--*-*-1%-***

13522473443924941181129Don't know
2%2%2%1%3%5%2%4%4%2%5%1%2%4%2%1%4%2%3%
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Table 7
Q.7 Do you yourself think that the standing of the Scottish Government with voters in Scotland has been damaged by the decision to release Mr
Al-Megrahi?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ICM Research



Q.1 Release
of Mr Al-
MegrahiRegionAgeGender

WestSouthFife &High-Cent-
ofofNEMidlandsral

Scot-Scot-Scot-Scot-Loth-& Is-Glas-Scot-
WrongRightlandlandlandlandianslandsgowland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

57834412012913612614195109149229180183197139775434621005Unweighted base

598322119130137124142931151462031551492341511125234821005Weighted base

334444249554557375058645958956453228165393UK Government should
56%14%36%37%40%36%40%40%44%39%32%38%39%40%42%48%44%34%39%have tried to influence

decision

214263747169707044537411985731207948238287524UK government was right
36%82%62%54%50%57%49%48%46%51%58%55%49%51%52%43%45%59%52%to not get involved

321-12111313221-5510Refused
*1%*-1%2%1%1%1%2%*2%1%1%1%-1%1%1%

4813211127141011121981717710522678Don't know
8%4%2%8%9%6%10%11%9%8%10%5%11%7%5%9%10%5%8%
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Table 8
Q.8 Do you think that the UK Government should have tried to influence the decision by the Scottish government or was the UK Government right to not
get involved?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ICM Research



Q.1 Release
of Mr Al-
MegrahiRegionAgeGender

WestSouthFife &High-Cent-
ofofNEMidlandsral

Scot-Scot-Scot-Scot-Loth-& Is-Glas-Scot-
WrongRightlandlandlandlandianslandsgowland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

57834412012913612614195109149229180183197139775434621005Unweighted base

598322119130137124142931151462031551492341511125234821005Weighted base

472166789291838967819912710410116110186372308681NET: Damaged
79%51%66%71%67%67%63%72%71%68%62%67%68%69%67%77%71%64%68%

274533553444140265056666259834432184161345Reputation has been
46%16%30%40%32%33%28%28%43%38%32%40%39%35%29%28%35%33%34%damaged a lot

1991124339484249413243614243785755189147336Reputation has been
33%35%36%30%35%34%34%44%28%29%30%27%29%33%38%49%36%31%33%damaged a little

1121494032383349252842634943624724126161287Reputation has not been
19%46%34%25%28%27%35%26%25%28%31%31%29%26%31%22%24%33%29%damaged at all

11-1-1-1--2-1-1-213Refused
**-1%-1%-1%--1%-*-1%-***

13714774-5512341221221134Don't know
2%2%1%3%5%5%3%-5%4%6%2%3%5%1%1%4%2%3%
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Table 9
Q.9 To what extent do you think Gordon Brown's reputation has or has not been damaged by the release of Mr Al-Megrahi?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ICM Research



Q.1 Release
of Mr Al-
MegrahiRegionAgeGender

WestSouthFife &High-Cent-
ofofNEMidlandsral

Scot-Scot-Scot-Scot-Loth-& Is-Glas-Scot-
WrongRightlandlandlandlandianslandsgowland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

57834412012913612614195109149229180183197139775434621005Unweighted base

598322119130137124142931151462031551492341511125234821005Weighted base

5391567610010289107688911412510211418412694407338745Damaged the reputation
90%48%64%77%75%72%75%74%77%78%62%66%77%79%83%84%78%70%74%of Scotland

3156191310101913710252412221554458102Made no difference one
5%17%16%10%8%8%13%14%6%7%12%15%8%9%10%4%8%12%10%way or the other

1793191314151381515312520177123974113Enhanced the reputation
3%29%16%10%10%12%9%8%13%10%15%16%13%7%5%11%7%15%11%of Scotland

-1---111--2---1-3-3Refused
-*---1%*1%--1%---1%-1%-*

111643119224720441131301343Don't know
2%5%3%2%8%7%2%3%4%5%10%3%3%5%2%1%6%3%4%
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Table 10
Q.10 Irrespective of what you yourself think, do you think the decisions taken by the Scottish Government in relation to Mr Al-Megrahi
have, on the whole, damaged or enhanced the reputation of Scotland?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ICM Research



Q.1 Release
of Mr Al-
MegrahiRegionAgeGender

WestSouthFife &High-Cent-
ofofNEMidlandsral

Scot-Scot-Scot-Scot-Loth-& Is-Glas-Scot-
WrongRightlandlandlandlandianslandsgowland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

57834412012913612614195109149229180183197139775434621005Unweighted base

598322119130137124142931151462031551492341511125234821005Weighted base

9440-------1463526242917148066146Central Scotland
16%12%-------100%17%17%16%12%11%13%15%14%15%

6835------115-162116332186055115Glasgow
11%11%------100%-8%14%11%14%14%7%12%11%11%

5727-----93--15161492810553793Highlands & Islands
10%8%-----100%--7%10%10%4%19%9%11%8%9%

8642----142---2021204723127369142Lothians
14%13%----100%---10%13%13%20%15%11%14%14%14%

6849---124----431712279156361124Fife & Mid Scotland
11%15%---100%----21%11%8%12%6%14%12%13%12%

8537--137-----2222213620157067137NE Scotland
14%11%--100%-----11%14%14%15%13%14%13%14%14%

8240-130------2716242916196763130South of Scotland
14%13%-100%------13%10%16%12%10%17%13%13%13%

5951119-------2616182417185465119West of Scotland
10%16%100%-------13%10%12%10%11%16%10%13%12%
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Table 11
Region
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ICM Research



Q.1 Release
of Mr Al-
MegrahiRegionAgeGender

WestSouthFife &High-Cent-
ofofNEMidlandsral

Scot-Scot-Scot-Scot-Loth-& Is-Glas-Scot-
WrongRightlandlandlandlandianslandsgowland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

57834412012913612614195109149229180183197139775434621005Unweighted base

598322119130137124142931151462031551492341511125234821005Weighted base

8427181915151210814-----112506211218-24
14%8%15%15%11%12%8%11%7%10%-----100%10%13%11%

8845171620923282117----151-995315125-34
15%14%14%12%15%8%16%30%18%12%----100%-19%11%15%

15262242936274793329---234--12311123435-44
25%19%20%22%26%22%33%9%29%20%---100%--24%23%23%

89461824211220141624--149---698014945-54
15%14%15%18%15%10%14%15%14%17%--100%---13%17%15%

89571616221721162126-155----728315555-64
15%18%13%12%16%14%15%17%19%18%-100%----14%17%15%

97862627224320151635203-----1109320365+
16%27%22%21%16%34%14%16%14%24%100%-----21%19%20%

44.3249.0645.7745.5645.2550.1444.3543.9245.1248.5169.0059.0049.0039.0029.0021.2945.8146.5446.16Average age
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Table 12
Age
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ICM Research



Q.1 Release
of Mr Al-
MegrahiRegionAgeGender

WestSouthFife &High-Cent-
ofofNEMidlandsral

Scot-Scot-Scot-Scot-Loth-& Is-Glas-Scot-
WrongRightlandlandlandlandianslandsgowland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

57834412012913612614195109149229180183197139775434621005Unweighted base

598322119130137124142931151462031551492341511125234821005Weighted base

27717365636761693755669383801115362-482482Male
46%54%54%48%49%49%49%40%48%45%46%54%54%47%35%55%-100%48%

321150546770637355608011072691239950523-523Female
54%46%46%52%51%51%51%60%52%55%54%46%46%53%65%45%100%-52%
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Table 13
Gender
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ICM Research



Q.1 Release
of Mr Al-
MegrahiRegionAgeGender

WestSouthFife &High-Cent-
ofofNEMidlandsral

Scot-Scot-Scot-Scot-Loth-& Is-Glas-Scot-
WrongRightlandlandlandlandianslandsgowland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

57834412012913612614195109149229180183197139775434621005Unweighted base

598322119130137124142931151462031551492341511125234821005Weighted base

2551435040705673414754552911469048179253432Working full time (30+
43%44%42%31%51%45%52%44%41%37%3%34%61%62%59%43%34%53%43%hrs a week)

7329142016510111420*17233722119417111Working part time (8-29
12%9%12%15%12%4%7%12%12%14%*11%15%16%14%10%18%3%11%hrs a week)

5213710161671012-101524129244569Not working but seeking
9%4%6%7%1%5%11%7%8%8%-6%10%10%8%8%5%9%7%work or temporarily

unemployed/sick

5220818886912941712191710562379Not working/Not seeking
9%6%7%14%6%7%4%10%10%6%2%11%8%8%11%9%11%5%8%work - excluding

retired and students

137103343538442818274119359661-149116265Retired
23%32%28%27%28%36%20%20%23%28%95%38%4%3%1%-29%24%26%

291457448769--231033212849Student
5%4%4%5%3%3%6%7%5%6%--1%1%7%30%4%6%5%
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Table 14
Working Status
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ICM Research



Q.1 Release
of Mr Al-
MegrahiRegionAgeGender

WestSouthFife &High-Cent-
ofofNEMidlandsral

Scot-Scot-Scot-Scot-Loth-& Is-Glas-Scot-
WrongRightlandlandlandlandianslandsgowland65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

57834412012913612614195109149229180183197139775434621005Unweighted base

598322119130137124142931151462031551492341511125234821005Weighted base

11384242034302830172888552618168101110211Owned outright (without
19%26%20%16%25%25%19%33%15%19%43%35%18%8%10%8%19%23%21%mortgage)

23614052465951543548671942651439350209203412Owned with a mortgage
40%43%44%36%43%41%38%37%42%46%9%27%44%61%61%45%40%42%41%or loan

190742950353446203246805339632234169123291Rented from the council
32%23%24%38%25%27%33%21%28%32%39%34%26%27%15%31%32%25%29%

32182775126113621051415262753Rented from someone
5%5%2%5%5%4%8%7%10%2%3%1%7%2%10%13%5%6%5%else

13111---1-1-2--1224Rent free
*1%1%1%*---1%-*-1%--1%***

254116242262937573161734Rented from housing
4%1%9%4%2%3%1%2%5%1%5%2%5%2%4%3%3%4%3%assosiation
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Table 15
Tenure
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ICM Research
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  Page Table Title Base Description Ba

  1 1 Q.1 You may have seen or heard recently that Abdelbaset Ali al-Megrahi, the man found guilty of the 
Lockerbie bombing 
involving the Pan-AM airliner, has been released by the Scottish Government on compassionate grounds. 
From what you 
yourself have seen and heard do you think the Scottish government was right or wrong to release Mr 
Al-Megrahi?

Base: All respondents 100

  2 2 Q.2 Mr Al-Megrahi has been diagnosed with terminal prostate cancer. Do you think he should, or should 
not have remained in prison in 
Scotland until his death?

Base: All respondents 100

  3 3 Q.3 Some people have suggested that Mr Al-Megrahi should have been freed from jail but then be made 
to remain in Scotland until his death. 
How about you, do you think he should have...?

Base: All respondents 100

  4 4 Q.4 Do you think the Scottish Justice Secretary Kenny MacAskill should, or should not have visited Mr 
Al-Megrahi in prison before making 
the decision to release him?

Base: All respondents 100

  5 5 Q.5 Do you personally think the Scottish government's decision to release Mr Al-Megrahi was taken on 
legal grounds alone or do you 
think there were there other factors that influenced the decision?

Base: All respondents 100

  6 6 Q.6 Based on what you know do you think the Scottish Justice Secretary Kenny MacAskill should or 
should not resign for his part in the release of 
Mr Al-Megrahi?

Base: All respondents 100

  7 7 Q.7 Do you yourself think that the standing of the Scottish Government with voters in Scotland has been 
damaged by the decision to release Mr 
Al-Megrahi?

Base: All respondents 100

  8 8 Q.8 Do you think that the UK Government should have tried to influence the decision by the Scottish 
government or was the UK Government right to not 
get involved?

Base: All respondents 100

  9 9 Q.9 To what extent do you think Gordon Brown's reputation has or has not been damaged by the release 
of Mr Al-Megrahi?

Base: All respondents 100

  10 10 Q.10 Irrespective of what you yourself think, do you think the decisions taken by the Scottish Government 
in relation to Mr Al-Megrahi 
have, on the whole, damaged or enhanced the reputation of Scotland?

Base: All respondents 100

  11 11 Region Base: All respondents 100

  12 12 Age Base: All respondents 100

  13 13 Gender Base: All respondents 100
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  14 14 Working Status Base: All respondents 100

  15 15 Tenure Base: All respondents 100


