
There are things that people can consider to make their experience at the beach, 

swimming, surfing, scuba diving or kayaking safer. The following points highlight 

considerations to minimise risk. 

1. Swim at beaches patrolled by Surf Live Savers (they are there to keep an eye 
on your safety, to look for signs of danger and to assist if you get into trouble). 

2. Do not swim, dive or surf where dangerous sharks are known to congregate. 
3. Always swim, dive or surf with other people (the mere presence of a 

companion may deter a potentially attack and your companion can assist you 
if you get into trouble or are bitten by a shark). 

4. Do not swim in dirty or turbid water (there is little chance of seeing a shark in 
these conditions). 

5. Avoid swimming well offshore, near deep channels or along drop-offs to 
deeper water (sharks are more likely to inhabit the deeper water). 

6. Avoid entering the ocean near a river mouth, especially after a rainstorm (rain 
can wash potential food items into the sea that might attract fish and sharks).  

7. If schooling fish congregate in large numbers, leave the water (sharks can be 
feeding on the baitfish schools). 

8. Do not swim with pets and domestic animals (sharks can be attracted to non-
aquatic animals in the water). 

9. If possible avoid swimming at dusk, dawn or at night (sharks are more active 
during these times). 

10. Do not swim near people fishing or spear fishing (as these activities can 
attract sharks). 

11. Dolphins in the area do not indicate the absence of sharks (dolphins and 
sharks sometimes feed together and some sharks feed on dolphins). 

12. Wearing shiny jewellery can reflect light that resembles the sheen of fish 
scales (sharks can be attracted to the reflected light). 

13. Look carefully before jumping into the water from a boat or wharf (people have 
jumped on top of sharks). 

14. Kayaker should raft up together if a large shark is seen in the area (this makes 
for a larger object that a shark may not be interested in). 

15. If a shark is sighted in the area leave the water as quickly and calmly as 
possible. 
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