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How to hold the perfect wildlife street party
Share the load

Fly the flag!

Get everyone in the community involved – including
the children! Meet up several times beforehand to
make sure everyone knows what they’re doing and
that everything is on track. Ideally have your meetings
in the same place that you’re going to hold your party.

It’s not a street party without bunting! Don’t splash
out by buying it – get crafty and make some instead.
Recycle old clothes or sheets to make fabric bunting,
or get out the pens and paints and ask the children
to make some wildlife inspired paper versions.

Close the road?

What about the weather?

For a classic street party you may want to close the
street to cars. You’ll need to talk to your local council
as soon as you can about this. Contact the council’s
Highways or Events team and they will offer advice on
what needs to be done. If you can’t or don’t want to
close the road there are lots of alternatives, you could
use gardens or arrange for everyone to go to the
local park or even a community function room.

The UK weather is famously unpredictable so what
will you do if it rains on the day? Is there somewhere
you can all take shelter? Or are the activities
suitable to continue through a shower? Don’t forget
sometimes the weather can surprise us in a good way!
Make sure there is sun cream available and get people
to bring their sunhats if the weather looks promising.
Activities for all

Permission to party?
For small street parties you probably won’t need a
Public Events Licence but again it’s best to talk to your
council about local requirements.
Tell the world – or at least
your local community
Make sure that everyone you want to come has saved
the date and knows what’s happening. We’ve included
a poster to help you promote your event. If you’re
only inviting the residents of your street, make some
invites and post them through the letterboxes. If you
want to invite people from a wider area consider
using the noticeboards and websites of local schools,
youth groups, parks and places of worship. Speak to
your local paper or try to get the local radio station
to give you a mention.
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Most streets have residents of all ages and with very
different interests. Try to offer a range of activities
that everyone can enjoy. See our activities section
for some inspiration.
A nice cup of tea
Partying can be thirsty work, make sure there are
refreshments available to keep everyone going. If you
are planning an all-day event perhaps everyone could
bring a picnic to share or maybe have a barbecue to
round off proceedings at the end of the day.
Enjoy the day!
With all the planning beforehand it can be difficult
to relax on the day of your party. Don’t miss out on
all the fun after all your hard work – make time to
take part in some of the activities and spend time
with everyone.
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Ideas for Wildlife Activities
Use these as activities for your street party or get the whole street to take them on over the
summer and turn your street into the most welcoming place for wildlife in the neighbourhood.
Build a bird box

Wild walk

Watching birds in your garden is a wonderful way
to come into daily contact with some of your local
wildlife. Making a bird box is surprisingly simple
and you can do it with just one length of wood and
some screws or nails. Download a diagram of all the
parts you need from the RSPB (See our Useful Links
section).

Take a fresh look at your neighbourhood, walk
around and take notice of all the wildlife that lives
alongside you then look for opportunities to improve
their habitat. Many local wildlife groups would be
happy to help you find an expert to lead your walk.
Why not get in touch with your local Wildlife Trust
or RSPB reserve?

Help your hedgehogs

Plant a tree

Encouraging wildlife into your garden can have
benefits for you too – hedgehogs help keep slugs
and snails at bay. It’s easy to make a hedgehog home,
an upturned crate covered with stones, earth and
wood will make the perfect space. If several gardens
along the street are linked you are far more likely
to get little prickly visitors. Make small holes at the
base of fences or bushes or dig a channel underneath
and hedgehogs will be able to pass through easily to
neighbouring gardens on their nocturnal rambles.

Trees are easy to plant and care for and can support
many different species. If you have plenty of space
you could plant a small copse, but even if space is
tight there are plenty of indigenous trees that might
be suitable. Ask your council’s tree officer or local
nursery for advice on which type will be best for your
garden. Smaller, slow growing species will provide a
beautiful wildlife habitat without taking up too much
space in your garden.
Make a mess	

Make bee homes
Not all bees live in hives. Solitary bees like to live in
small holes and you can attract them to your garden
by making simple bee homes. Either bundle together
short lengths of bamboo with holes between 4 and
11mm wide or take a larger log and drill holes into it.
Make sure the holes are about 10cm deep and at least
10cm apart.
Wildlife Quiz
Everyone loves a quiz so why not put together a
street quiz? You could hold it at the end of the day to
find out what everyone has learned. Your prizes could
be items that encourage wildlife like bird boxes or
hedgehog homes. A quiz is also a useful bad weather
activity. If you are running the quiz indoors why not
have a round where contestants have to identify a
species using video or audio clips.
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We spend hours trying to keep our gardens as neat
as possible but the wildlife likes things a bit messy!
Leaving twigs and leaves at the bottom of a hedge
will provide shelter for small rodents like mice and
shrews. A small log pile will provide a home for
insects, hedgehogs, frogs, toads and newts.
Community corner
Is there a patch of land that needs some attention?
Could it become a wildlife haven? Find out who
owns it and see if they would be happy for the
community to transform the area and make it into
a haven for wildlife.

Next P age ➨

Ideas for Wildlife Activities (continued)
Create a colourful community

Mini beast hunt

Flowers look lovely and they attract insects, bees and
butterflies. Planting wildflowers is so simple – you can
literally sprinkle them on the ground and sit back and
wait for a stunning display. Or why not run a street
sunflower competition?

There are lots of spotter sheets that can be
downloaded from the internet and used to run
a mini beast hunt or other nature trails. See our
useful links section.
Bird fat balls

Count the critters
Run a mini bioblitz by finding, counting and identifying
as many different species as you can in a certain area
in a specific amount of time. Or why not take part in
the OPAL earthworm survey? Worms play a vital role
in recycling plant nutrients and aerating the soil so
by taking part you’ll help improve our knowledge of
earthworms and the soils they live in – something we
know surprisingly little about.
Make a splash
Don’t forget amphibians when you’re thinking about
wildlife. If several gardens in a street all have ponds
it means that frogs, toads and newts can easily move
around from place to place. They don’t have to be big
or fancy, just wet and welcoming.
Wonderful Willow
Living willow rods can be used to weave wonderful
structures like arches, fences and domes. Once put
into the ground the willow will begin to grow again
and what starts life looking like dull brown sticks will
soon become a green, living sculpture. It will attract
a wide range of insects and birds, willow domes will
also soon be crawling with children using it as a den.
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A great way to attract birds into your garden, they’re
marvellous for birds in the winter when they need
extra fat in their diet. They’re fun and messy to make
– there are lots of websites where you can get recipes
and instructions – take a look at our useful links
section.
Photo competition
Most people have cameras on their phones now.
At the event ask people to snap some of the wildlife
that they find and share the pictures – print them off
if you can, get people to vote for their favourites by
using stickers.
Honey tasting	
Invite your local beekeepers’ association to come
along. They might have a display hive with a glass
panel that they can bring along so you can see
exactly what the bees get up to inside.
Stone painting
Smooth pebbles are perfect for painting. Using
poster paints and a little bit of creativity they can
soon become ladybirds, hedgehogs or butterflies.
If they are going to be kept outdoors a coat of
varnish will help the colours to last longer. Great
to take home as a reminder of the day or to take
pride of place in a community wildlife area.

#summerofw
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Useful Links
BBC Summer of Wildlife

RSPB bird box sheet

Keep up to date with all the latest information from
the BBC Summer of Wildlife including guides to
identifying different species, what events are taking
place near you and exclusive nature videos.

A simple and effective design that will have you
building boxes for your feathered friends in no time.
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rspb.org
Opal Earthworm Survey
Find out everything you need to know to get involved
and submit your results here.

The Street Party site
A great place to start your street party planning,
loads of great information and ideas to help you
run your wildlife party.
streetparty.org.uk

opalexplorenature.org/soilsurvey
Make a bird feeder
Feed the birds with these simple to make hanging
feeders.

Hedgehog Street
This site has suggestions for attracting more
hedgehogs to your garden and tips for keeping
them healthy and happy when they are visiting.
hedgehogstreet.org
Woodland Trust Nature Detectives
This site is full of hands on activities and ideas to get
children learning more about the natural environment
and having great fun along the way.
naturedetectives.org.uk
Why not try the mini beast hunt at your street party?

bbc.co.uk/nature
Wildlife Trusts
There are local Wildlife Trusts around the UK. They
look after wildlife in each area and have reserves that
are open to the public.
wildlifetrusts.org
Pond Conservation
Lots of information about making wildlife friendly
ponds of all sizes.
pondconservation.org.uk

Wildlife facts
• Did you know that baby hedgehogs
are called urchins or hoglets?

• One acre of land can contain up to
one million worms.

• Woodpeckers have shock-absorbent
tissue between the base of their beak
and their skull to cushion the impact of
all that pecking.

• Badgers live in complex underground
burrows called setts. These can be
hundreds of years old.

• The Victorians used to hold singing
matches between chaffinches. The
winner was the bird considered to
have sung the most phrases in a
15 minute period.
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• The size of a fox’s territory varies
from 10 hectares in cities to over
2000 hectares in rural areas.

• Rabbits were introduced to the UK
by the Normans in the 12th Century
to provide meat and fur.
• Hedgehogs have about 5000 spines.
Each spine lasts about a year then drops
out and a replacement grows in its place.
• There are over 250 known species of
bumblebee worldwide and 24 in the UK.
• Shrews must eat 80-90% of their own
body weight in food daily to survive.
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Get closer to our extraordinary
wild neighbours

bbc.co.uk/summerofwildlife
Please note this Summer of Wildlife event is not being organised or run by the BBC.

