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Today at the High Court in Edinburgh Lady Dorrian sentenced Gareth 
Harries to six years and eight months imprisonment after he pled guilty 
to the culpable homicide of his baby daughter on the 24th  November 
2006 in Lossiemouth. 

On sentencing Lady Dorrian made the following statement in  court: 

 

“You have pled guilty to the culpable homicide of your baby daughter by shaking. It is 

clear from the medical evidence that significant force must have been used to cause 

the child’s death, and this is a factor I must take into account in proceeding to 

sentence you, namely that you used such force on a helpless baby.  The 

consequences of that will be with you for the rest of your life. 

I recognise that by pleading you have spared the need for your wife to give evidence 

which would clearly have been traumatic for her. However, it reflects very sadly on 

you that you waited until this stage to do so and  even worse that you previously 

maintained a defence of incrimination, blaming your wife for the death of her own 

child, which must have made the traumatic effect of the child’s death even worse for 

her. 

However, I take into account that you have expressed deep and genuine remorse, 

that you had no intent to harm the child you loved, that you have hitherto had an 

unblemished record  and that you are assessed at the lowest level of risk for re-

offending.  



Nevertheless  I have no alternative but to impose a custodial sentence. But for your 

plea of guilty the sentence would have been one of 8 years. As a result of the plea I 

will reduce that to 6 years and 8 months and backdate the sentence to 12th June 

2008”. 

 

 


