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Summary 
 

Headline story: from the late 1960s, British society has been slowly and steadil y segregating 

geographically in many ways, including by where old and young live. Since 2001 the rate of 

that ñdemographic segregationò has accelerated and the latest 2006 official population 

estimates show us more segregated now than at any time since the computerisation of census 

data (1966). This is not the case for Northern Ireland in comparison to mainland Britain. In 

contrast, the country has polarised economically between areas since 1981, become more 

socially fragmented since 1971, and geographical divisions in political disaffection are 

currently at their highest (the last maxima were 1966-1974). The overall proportions of 

electors not voting at general elections have risen steadily since 1992. As people have moved 

about Britain, and as economic, social and political change has moved on, our 

neighbourhoods have become far more socially distinct in 2008 compared to the more mixed 

neighbourhoods of around 1968. 

 

This report mainly concerns mainland Britain, although statistics for Northern Ireland are 

included where possible. We are looking at Britain divided in five ways. 

 

1) Simple ñGeographical Inequalitiesò, such as population increasing more in some 

areas, house prices being higher and so on. We give many examples. 

2) ñDemographic Segregationò, the change from 1971 to 2006 of the population by age 

between areas becoming more segregated, most quickly from 2001 to 2006. 

3) ñEconomic Polarisationò, the increase from the situation in 1968 and the 1970s up to 

the present decade, in rich and poor geographical polarisation in Britain. 

4) ñSocial Fragmentationò, the increase in the degree to which people appear to be 

socially isolated by area in Britain: data from 1971 up to last measurement in 2001. 

5) ñPolitical Disaffectionò, the increase in the proportion of the population abstaining in 

general elections since 1966 and the increased polarisation in this measure most 

recently (up to 2005 compared with the early 1990s and late 1980s) when abstention 

rates at general elections are compared between areas over time. 

  

In all cases we report results for Britain as a whole, for the 14 BBC TV areas, and for the 45 

BBC Radio stations and large cities. We have ensured that the TV areas and radio stations 

cover all of Britain and are mutually exclusive in extent, and we have added the major cities 

of Scotland and Wales which do not have radio stations. Radio Ulster and the Northern 

Ireland TV area are included when possible. 

 

Geographical inequalities 
 

This section presents some of the most recent socio-geographical data currently available 

from official sources aggregated to the level of BBC TV areas and Radio station areas. The 

data that we use is the most recent Office for National Statistics data available, aggregated 

from Local Authority level to BBC TV and BBC Radio station areas. It shows how many 

people there are in each area as well as how densely populated station areas are. The data also 

reveals the geographical patterns of socio-economic inequalities between BBC TV and Radio 

station areas, highlighting how the influence of place ï where people live ï may impact upon 

peopleôs lives. In particular, this data reveals the gaps between areas in the chances of people 

dying in each area as well as the chances of their children dying as infants. The data also 

gives an indication of the housing wealth divide, a divide which may currently be narrowing, 

but a narrowing that is very slight in the context of recent decades of polarisation. 
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We have used maps throughout this report. These maps ï or cartograms ï show areas in 

proportion to their populations. Conventional maps would mean that densely populated urban 

areas, such as London and Birmingham, would be so small as to be indistinguishable.   The 

pairs of conventional maps and cartograms below show the TV and Radio areas respectively. 
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Hundreds of maps could be drawn from the data that underlie the work described here. Many 

of these statistics can be complex. However, they all tend to point towards the same long term 

pattern which even the most simple maps of change illustrate. Britain has polarised over 

recent decades between the South and those areas furthest from London (traditionally called 

óthe Northô).  

 

 

 

Take just population change: 
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Official data always lags real time. The map above shows change to 2006 as that year was the 

latest year this population data was available at the time of writing. Similar lags apply to 

other data, for instance housing data in official statistics is currently released for 2006 (prices 

in summer 2008 are probably back at 2006 levels so this is no great problem). The BBC TV 

area with, by far, the highest average dwelling price is London, where the average house price 

in 2006 was £306,000. This followed by the South and South East which had average house 

prices of £249,000 and £218,000 respectively. On the other extreme of the housing wealth 

gap are the BBC TV areas of Scotland (average house price £135,000), East Yorkshire & 

Lincolnshire (average house price £141,000), Yorkshire (average house price £152,000) and 

North East & Cumbria (average house price £155,000). These BBC areas are amongst the 

areas with the highest mortality ratios in Britain. Scotland is the BBC TV area with the 

highest standardised mortality ratio in the country (people living there are 17% more likely to 

die in any given year, month, week, or day than the average Briton), followed by the North 

West, North East & Cumbria, Yorkshire, Wales, West Midlands, East Midlands and East 

Yorkshire & Lincolnshire. In contrast, the BBC TV area with the lowest mortality ratio is the 

South, followed closely by the West, London, the East and South East. Yorkshire and West 

Midlands are also the areas where children are most likely to die as infants (see notes to the 

table for an explanation of infant mortality rates). 

 

All these figures have been drawn from the two tables of statistics which are shown next 

below. The tables include information on basic age structure as well as house prices and 

several other social indicators. In terms of age structure, the area with the highest percentage 

of population aged under 5 years old is London (7%), which is also the area with the lowest 

percentage of population of pensionable age (15%). Pensionable age is currently 65 for men 

This map shows one basic 

official statistic by TV area. 

 

The statistic is the percentage 

by which the population rose 

(or in a few cases fell) 

between 1981 and 2006. 

 

Britain has been divided by 

economic prosperity in a way 

that has changed who goes 

where ï through migration. 
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and 60 for women. On the other hand, the area with the highest percentage of pensionable age 

population is the South West (24%) followed by Wales, the South East, East Yorkshire & 

Lincolnshire.  

 
Office for National Statistics 2006 data, aggregated to BBC TV station area  

 
BBC TV Station area Pop. 

Density 

(People 

per sq 

km) 

Population 

2006 

(thous.) 

Average 

age 

Population 

% change 

1981-2006 

Aged 

under 

5 (%) 

Of 

pensionable  

age or over 

(%)  

SMR** 

(UK=100) 

2005 

IMR*** 

per 1,000 

live births 

2005 

East 240 4,351 39.7 23 6 19 94 4.4 

West 301 2,194 39.8 16 5 20 92 4.1 

South West 159 1,809 42.3 18 5 24 91 5.3 

South 340 4,835 39.9 15 5 20 89 4.1 

Yorkshire  684 4,322 38.7 3 6 18 105 6.4 

North East & Cumbria  169 3,263 40.2 0 5 20 107 4.6 

North West 593 6,754 39.1 -1 6 19 110 5.8 

Scotland 66 5,117 39.6 -1 5 19 117 5.3 

Wales 143 2,965 40.2 5 5 21 103 4.5 

West Midlands  389 5,950 39.3 5 6 19 102 6.2 

East Midlands 432 2,258 38.6 10 6 18 100 5.3 

London 1453 11,517 37.1 10 7 15 94 4.6 

South East 388 2,068 40.6 12 6 21 96 4.1 

East Yorkshire & Lincs. 172 1,462 40.9 11 5 21 100 4.7 

Northern Irela nd 128 1,742 36.8 13 6 16 102 6.1 

 

** SMR = Standardised mortality ratio. The ratio is 100 for Britain as a whole and represents the mortality rate 

in each area after having standardised for differences in the age and sex distribution of the population. People 

living in the North West are 10% more likely to die in any given year, month, week, or day than the average 

Briton. 

*** IMR = Infant mortality rate. This is the number of infants who die in their first year of life as a proportion 

of all live births; it is expressed in the numbers dying per year per 1000 live births. For every thousand infants 

born in Yorkshire in 2005 two more died each year than did in the East TV area (6.4 - 4.4). 

 

BBC TV area Housing 

completions 

(numbers) 

Average 

dwelling price 

2006 (£ thous.)  

Average dwelling 

price change between 

2005-2006 (%) 

East 15,361 194 10 

West 5,585 207 11 

South West 5,516 216 10 

South 13,902 249 10 

Yorkshire  11,193 152 8 

North East & Cumbria  8,741 155 7 

North West 12,777 156 8 

Scotland 20,058 135 11 

Wales 8,988 157 9 

West Midlands  15,180 174 7 

East Midlands 5,973 165 5 

London 19,607 306 10 

South East 4,244 218 10 

East Yorkshire & Linc s. 5,620 141 9 

Northern Ireland  13,999 147 16 
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There are also important divisions between areas within TV and Radio station areas. For 

instance, the population cartogram below shows the distribution of population change within 

Radio areas. The key next to the map below allows you to see that within Scotland not all 

areas have experienced population decline. These are not radio areas within Scotland and 

Wales, but areas we have defined to be comparable to the radio areas of England. Within 

England the greatest increase in population in the South has actually been along the borders 

of the South, areas running in a line from the tip of Cornwall to the Norfolk coast. This 

sharpens the north-south divide. 
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.  

 

Similar geographical patterns of inequalities are observed when the data are aggregated to the 

spatial level of BBC local radio station areas, as shown in the following table. The area of 

BBC London 94.9 has the highest average house price (£317,000) followed by Radio Oxford 

(£280,000) and Radio Berkshire (£276,000). On the other end of the house price inequalities 

between BBC Radio station areas, Radio Humberside has the lowest average dwelling price 

(£134,000), closely followed by BBC Radio Tees (£135,000) and BBC Radio Scotland 

(£135,000).  

 

The table of official statistics aggregated to BBC areas also includes data on how likely 

people are to die prematurely and, in particular, on infant mortality. The measure of 

premature mortality used in official statistics is the Standardised Mortality ratio (defined in 

the notes to the table). BBC Radio Scotland also has the highest overall mortality ratio, 

whereas BBC Radio West Midlands is the station area where the chances for children to die 

as infants are the highest in the country. This is closely followed by the local radio station 

areas of Leeds, Merseyside, Lancashire and Stoke. In contrast, the radio station area of Solent 

has the lowest mortality ratio in the country, closely followed by Oxford, Berkshire and York.  

 

It is interesting to note the variations within station areas. For instance, Edinburgh has an 

average house price of £175,000 which is well-above the average for Scotland. In contrast, 

Dundee and Glasgow have average house price of £125,000 and £127,000 respectively which 

are below the station area average. It is also noteworthy that Glasgow has the highest 

mortality ratio in the country. Similar disparities are observed within radio station areas in 

Scotland and Wales of similar population size. These can be seen in Wales for example, 

where the average price of a house in rural areas is typically higher than the Welsh average. 

The following tables contain a wealth of information.  
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Office for National Statistics 2006 data, aggregated to BBC local radio station areas 
BBC Radio Station Pop. 

Density 

(People 

per sq km) 

Population 

2006 

(thous.) 

Pop. % 

change 

1981-

2006 

Average 

age 

Aged 

under 

5 (%) 

Of 

pensionable 

age or over 

(%)  

SMR** 

(UK= 

100) 

2005 

IMR per 

1,000 live 

births 

2005*** 

R. Cumbria 73 496 3 41.9 4.9 22 99 4.4 

R. Newcastle 257 1,694 -3 40.0 5.2 20 110 4.4 

BBC Tees 276 915 -2 39.5 5.7 19 112 4.9 

R. Lancashire 491 1,340 5 39.5 5.7 20 109 6.5 

R. Merseyside 1,107 1,979 -7 39.4 5.5 19 112 6.6 

R. Manchester 1,075 2,924 -1 38.2 6.1 18 112 5.2 

R. Leeds 1,065 2,161 5 37.7 6.2 17 104 7.2 

R. Sheffield 788 1,492 -1 39.5 5.5 19 109 5.7 

R. York 105 733 16 41.2 4.9 22 89 5.3 

R. Humberside 257 905 6 40.1 5.3 20 104 4.9 

R. Lincolnshire 116 687 24 41.9 4.8 23 94 4.6 

R. Nottingham 487 1,129 6 38.9 5.4 19 104 5.0 

R. Leicester 380 964 12 38.6 5.9 18 100 5.3 

R. Derby 395 626 11 39.8 5.6 19 96 4.0 

R. Stoke 358 898 4 40.4 5.5 20 103 6.2 

R. Shropshire 130 452 18 40.4 5.4 20 96 4.6 

BBC WM 1,477 2,839 0 38.0 6.4 18 104 7.5 

Coventry & War ks. 400 829 4 39.0 5.7 19 102 4.2 

Hereford & Worcs. 153 559 16 41.7 5.1 22 94 4.9 

R. Northampton 283 670 26 38.5 6.1 17 97 3.8 

Three Counties Radio 485 2,210 16 38.2 6.3 17 95 4.5 

R. Cambridgeshire 222 753 28 38.4 5.8 18 93 4.8 

R. Norfolk 155 832 18 42.3 4.9 24 92 4.8 

R. Suffolk 185 702 17 41.0 5.6 22 90 3.0 

BBC Essex 465 1,549 13 39.9 5.7 20 93 3.6 

BBC London 94.9 3,189 8,222 10 36.4 6.8 14 95 5.0 

R. Kent 435 1,432 11 39.7 5.7 20 98 4.6 

S. Counties Radio 455 2,414 12 41.0 5.4 22 90 3.3 

R. Berkshire 511 1,040 17 37.6 6.2 16 89 4.6 

R. Oxford 242 631 17 38.3 5.9 17 88 4.2 

R. Solent 373 2,284 15 41.1 5.1 22 88 4.0 

R. Gloucestershire 218 579 14 40.7 5.3 21 90 4.9 

R. Wiltshire 182 635 21 39.5 5.8 19 93 4.0 

R. Bristol 785 1,042 12 39.0 5.5 18 93 3.6 

BBC Somerset 150 518 20 41.8 5.1 23 91 5.8 

R. Devon 167 1,123 16 41.9 4.9 23 91 5.4 

R. Cornwall 147 525 23 42.6 4.8 24 92 5.3 

BBC Radio Wales 143 2,965 5 40.2 5.4 21 103 4.5 

     Cardiff *  704 1,202 3 39.6 5.7 19 107 4.3 

     Swansea * 464 497 0 38.6 5.4 21 106 3.1 

     Rest of Wales * 71 1,266 11 40.4 5.1 23 99 5.2 

BBC Radio Scotland 66 5,117 -1 41.7 5.2 19 117 5.3 

     Glasgow * 916 1,442 -12 38.7 5.4 18 131 5.4 

     Edinburgh *  465 802 7 38.4 5.2 17 112 5.2 

     Dundee * 85 750 2 40.3 5.2 21 110 4.8 

     Aberdeen * 61 530 9 39.7 5.1 19 104 3.9 

 Rest of Scotland * 28 1,593 1 40.7 5.2 21 113 5.8 

R. Ulster 128 1,742 13 36.8 6.4 16 102 6.1 

*Not actually radio station areas, but divisions of Scotland and Wales to allow for comparison with English regions 

** SMR = Standardised mortality ratio. The ratio is 100 for Britain as a whole and represents the mortality rate in each area 

after having standardised for differences in the age and sex distribution of the population. For instance, people living in the 

Radio Newcastle area are 10% more likely to die in any given year, month, week, or day than the average Briton. 

*** IMR = Infant mortality rate. This is the number of infants who die in their first year of life as a proportion of all live 

births; it is expressed in the numbers dying per year per 1000 live births.  
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BBC Radio Station Housing 

completions 

(numbers) 

Average dwelling price 

2006 (£ thous.)  

Average dwelling 

price change 

between 2005-2006 

(%)  

R. Cumbria 1,148 163 8 

R. Newcastle 4,447 147 6 

BBC Tees 2,964 135 9 

R. Lancashire 1,605 141 10 

R. Merseyside 4,227 156 7 

R. Manchester 5,645 159 8 

R. Leeds 5,959 154 9 

R. Sheffield 2,298 142 7 

R. York 1,973 214 11 

R. Humberside 2,790 134 10 

R. Lincolnshire 3,718 158 7 

R. Nottingham 3,844 148 3 

R. Leicester 1,790 176 6 

R. Derby 1,924 163 7 

R. Stoke 2,237 151 7 

R. Shropshire 1,276 186 8 

BBC WM 6,204 164 6 

Coventry & War ks. 2,307 184 9 

Hereford & Wor cs. 1,249 214 9 

R. Northampton 3,252 178 8 

Three Counties Radio 5,132 252 8 

R. Cambridgeshire 2,393 208 10 

R. Norfolk 2,811 186 12 

R. Suffolk 2,759 198 11 

BBC Essex 4,810 214 7 

BBC London 94.9 10,820 317 11 

R. Kent 2,573 211 10 

S. Counties Radio 6,442 268 11 

R. Berkshire 2,994 276 10 

R. Oxford 1,775 280 15 

R. Solent 7,660 232 9 

R. Gloucestershire 2,288 221 11 

R. Wiltshire 2,259 213 8 

R. Bristol 2,141 209 10 

BBC Somerset 1,070 208 14 

R. Devon 3,132 209 10 

R. Cornwall 1,783 223 11 

BBC Radio Wales 8,988 157 9 

     Cardiff *  4,307 148 10 

     Swansea * 1,467 139 4 

     Rest of Wales * 3,214 172 9 

BBC Radio Scotland 20,058 135 11 

     Glasgow * 5,292 127 7 

     Edinburgh *  3,284 172 11 

     Dundee * 2,781 125 14 

     Aberdeen * 1,944 137 18 

 Rest of Scotland * 6,757 127 12 

R. Ulster 13,999 147 16 

*Not actually radio station areas, but divisions of Scotland and Wales to allow for comparison with English regions 
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The Radio Station area with the highest percentage of children under 5 years old is London 

94.9 (6.8%) followed by BBC WM (6.4%) and Three Counties Radio (6.3%). In contrast, the 

Radio Stations with the lowest percentage are Radio Lincolnshire and Radio Cornwall (both 

4.8%) closely followed by Radio Cumbria, Radio York, Radio Norfolk, and Radio Devon 

(4.9%). The areas with the highest percentage of people of pensionable age are Radio Norfolk 

and Radio Cornwall (24%), whereas the areas with the lowest percentages are Radio London 

94.9 (14%) and Radio Berkshire (16%).  

 

The story so far paints a picture of Britain that is geographically and socio-economically 

divided to varying degrees. But has Britain always been so divided? The data on BBC TV 

and Radio station areas discussed above do contain some indicators of population change 

over the last 25 years. For instance, according to these data, the BBC TV area East has 

experienced the highest population increase between 1981 and 2006 (population increase of 

23%). In contrast, the North West and Scotland experienced population declines of 1% in the 

same period. The station area of South West is home to the highest proportion of population 

of pensionable age (24%), followed closely by Wales (21%). In contrast, London has the 

lowest population of pensionable age as a proportion of the total population (15%) and the 

highest number of children aged under 5 as a proportion of the total population (7%). 

Looking at the data for BBC local radio stations, it is interesting to note that the area that 

experienced the highest population increase is the station area of Radio Cambridgeshire 

(28%). In contrast there were six radio station areas that experienced population declines: 

Merseyside (-7%), Newcastle (-3%), Tees (-2%), Manchester (-1%), Scotland (-1%) and 

Sheffield (-1%).  

 

Looking at the differences in mortality statistics between radio station areas, it is worth 

noting that, as it was the case with TV areas, people living in the radio station area of 

Scotland have the highest standardised mortality ratio. People living there are 17% more 

likely to die in any given year, month, week, or day than the average Briton. It should be 

noted though that when we explore these figures within the Scotland radio station area we 

find that people living in Glasgow are 31% more likely to die in a given time period than the 

average Briton. Scotland is closely followed by Manchester, Merseyside and Tees, in terms 
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of the standardised mortality ratio: people living in these areas are 12% more likely to die in 

any given time compared to the average Briton. In contrast, people living in the station areas 

of Radio Oxford and Radio Solent are 12% less likely to die at any time compared to the 

average Briton. Looking at infant mortality rates (the number of infants who die in their first 

year of life as a proportion of all live births), it is interesting to note that Radio WM has the 

highest rate (7.5ă) followed closely by Radio Leeds (7.2ă). In contrast, Radio Suffolk is the 

area with the lowest rate (3ă; see notes to the tables above for a more detailed explanation of 

these rates).  

 

It is also interesting to see the geographical distribution of different age groups. The maps 

below show the distribution of demographic profiles across TV areas and Radio station areas. 

It is interesting to note that there is a general pattern of higher concentrations of younger 

populations in urban areas, reflecting to some extent migratory trends of the British 

population. For instance, it could be argued that the first age group shown below (20-24 year 

olds) is more likely to be concentrated in areas with universities as well as areas with large 

numbers of jobs on offer. It could also be argued that employment opportunities may be one 

of the key reasons why there are relatively high concentrations of people aged between 25 

and 45 in urban areas. This is also the time when people are more likely to start families and 

to have small children. In contrast, looking at the geographical patterns of people aged 45 and 

over, we can see that there are relatively higher concentrations in rural and coastal areas. In 

particular, the map showing the distribution of people aged 75 years and over is dominated by 

the coastal areas, which is where people of retiring age tend to move. 
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Radio and TV area demographic profiles (7 pairs of maps) 
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Summary tables for each TV and Radio station area 

 

The data that were discussed above were also rearranged by us and ranked to give a summary 

for every BBC TV and Radio station area. For instance, the table below gives detailed 

information on the Radio station area of Sheffield. 
 

Radio Sheffield Summary Sheet   

Measure Value Rank (out of 45, 1 is highest) 

   Pop. Density (People per sq km) 788 7 

Population 2006 (thous.) 1,492  

Population % change 1981-2006 -1.4 41 (i.e 5th lowest) 

Aged under 5 (%) 5.5 20 

Of pensionable age or over (%) 19.2 26 

Average age: 39.5 27 

   SMR (UK=100) 2005 ** 109 10 

IMR per 1,000 live births 2005 ***  5.7 8 

   Average dwelling price 2006 (£ thous.) 142 37 (i.e. 9th lowest) 

Housing completions 2,298  

** SMR = Standardised mortality ratio. The ratio is 100 for Britain as a whole and represents the mortality rate in each area 

after having standardised for differences in the age and sex distribution of the population. For instance, people living in the 

Radio Newcastle area are 10% more likely to die in any given year, month, week, or day than the average Briton. 

*** IMR = Infant mortality rate. This is the number of infants who die in their first year of life as a proportion of all live 

births; it is expressed in the numbers dying per year per 1000 live births.  
 

The description of population trends tell us how many people there are in each area and how 

this has changed over the years, but it masks the degree to which Britain has been dividing 

geographically on social lines. In other words, it does not tell us much about the changes on 

the social and economic mix of towns, villages and communities. The analysis of such 

changes is possible with the use of more detailed geographical data from the Censuses of 

population and other sources. Next we look at demographic segregation, then economic 

polarisation, then social fragmentation, and finally political disengagement.  

 

Demographic segregation 
 

Forty years ago there was a wider social mix of population living in most areas of Britain in 

terms of age, lifestyle, work and social class. It has been argued that Britain, in comparison 

with the 1930s, in most areas ñcame togetherò (a favourite phrase of Tony Blair) in the 1950s, 

1960s and 1970s. However, today communities tend to be more geographically polarised: we 

tend now more to live alongside people with similar age, economic and lifestyle status. This 

is not true in all areas and of all age and other social groups, but it is the general case. The 

important exceptions are that we are now more mixed geographically in general by ethnicity 

and by our origins as defined by our country of birth than we were in 1991 or earlier decades. 

 

It is possible to identify the extent to which Britain has been dividing and segregating by 

peoplesô ages in the past forty years by using data from the most authoritative social survey 

of people and housing in Britain: the census of population. The last four censuses of 

population were the first four full censuses to be fully computerised using the 100% data (the 

1966 census was of only a 10% sample). This allows us to summarise and compare social, 

economic and demographic change over space and time. To update the census statistics we 

have used the latest official ñexperimentalò statistics for 2006 as released by the Office for 
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National Statistics in 2008. Perhaps a simple way to provide such a summary is to address the 

following question: 

 

How many people across Britain  would now have to move home to make the geographical 

distribution by age even across the country? 

 

A quick answer to this question is that by 2006 an estimated 4,289,377 people across the 

country would have to move to another neighbourhood
1
 in order to achieve a geographical 

distribution of people by age that would be the same everywhere, over a million more than 

would have had to in 1971 (7.3% as compared to 5.8%). This number was estimated by 

calculating appropriate indices of segregation between different age-groups. In particular, this 

number was calculated using an óindex of dissimilarityô. The index calculates how dissimilar 

areas are from the population as a whole, based on selected demographic attributes (number 

of people in each age group). The index gives a value which is the minimal proportion of 

people of each age group who would need to move from one area to another to make the 

population of Britain demographically uniform across the country. We can also calculate in 

absolute numbers how many people are required to move in and out of each area to make the 

population of each area match demographically. By looking at these values for a number of 

different years we can then assess whether Britain is becoming more or less segregated over 

time
2
. It is also possible to explore the distribution of this number by demographic (age) 

category. For instance, the following table shows how many people from each population 

sub-group would have to move home, given the latest data, if the population were to be 

distributed evenly by age by neighbourhood. It also shows the calculated indices of 

segregation for each earlier census year from 1971 to 2001.  
 

Population Group Number 

of people 

(2006) 

2006  

Index of  

Segregation 

(%)  

2001 

Index of 

Segregation 

(%)  

1991 

Index of 

Segregation 

(%)  

1981 

Index of 

Segregation 

(%)  

1971 

Index of 

Segregation 

(%)  

Age 0-4 233,941 6.9 5.7 5.8 6.3 6.5 

Age 5-7 99,685 5.0 4.7 5.2 5.7 5.7 

Age 8-9 65,227 4.7 4.7 4.8 5.6 5.6 

Age 10-14 171,425 4.7 4.4 4.8 4.6 5.3 

Age 15 46,396 5.9 5.2 4.9 4.3 6.4 

Age 16-17 80,749 5.1 4.8 4.5 4.3 5.6 

Age 18-19 129,173 8.6 10.0 4.2 4.8 4.7 

Age 20-24 576,389 14.8 14.0 9.9 7.1 6.7 

Age 25-29 526,532 14.1 10.7 8.7 4.4 6.6 

Age 30-44 613,996 4.8 3.7 3.4 6.6 3.9 

Age 45-59 578,059 5.1 5.5 4.8 3.2 3.5 

Age 60-64 297,461 9.4 6.5 5.6 5.6 7.0 

Age 65-74 423,800 8.7 7.5 7.2 8.0 9.1 

Age 75+ 446,544 9.8 9.3 9.7 10.9 11.7 

Total:  4,289,377 7.3 6.4 5.9 5.5 5.8 

 

As can be seen, the index of segregation was at its lowest in 1981, when an estimated 5.5% of 

people across the country would have to move to another neighbourhood in order to achieve a 

geographical distribution of people by age that would be the same everywhere, compared 

                                                 
1
 These neighbourhoods are ñtractsò which have been specifically designed to allow comparison of social 

statistics over time. For more details see: http://www.sasi.group.shef.ac.uk/tracts/index.htm 
2
 For more details see Dorling, D. and Rees, P.H. (2003). A Nation Still Dividing: The British Census and Social 

Polarisation 1971-2001. Environment and Planning A, 35(7), 1287-1313 

http://www.sasi.group.shef.ac.uk/tracts/index.htm
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with 5.8% in 1971. The index has been steadily rising since 1981, going up to 5.9% in 1991, 

6.4% in 2001 and rapidly increasing to 7.3% between 2001 and 2006. However, it should be 

noted that there are different stories for different age groups. For instance, people aged 75 

and over were the most segregated group in 1971, as back then 11.7% of them would have to 

move to achieve an equal distribution of people by age everywhere. This figure decreased to 

10.9% after the 1970s, 9.7% after the 1980s, 9.3% after the 1990s and grew slightly to 9.8% 

between 2001 and 2006. The groups with the highest indices of segregation in 2006 are 20-24 

and 25-29 year olds (14.8% and 14.1% respectively). The 25-29 year olds are also the group 

with the highest increase between 2001 and 2006 (up to 14.1% from 10.7% in 2001) It is also 

noteworthy that index has actually decreased for some groups since 2001, such as the 18-19 

year olds (down to 8.6% in 2006 from 10.0% in 2001) and 45-49 year olds (down to 5.1% in 

2006 from 5.5% in 2001).  

 

The following table shows the rates for 2006 of people of different age-groups that would 

have to move (as a percentage of the total population in this age group in their area) across 

TV areas.  

 
2006 Index of Segregation disaggregated by BBC TV Area and Age (%) 

BBC TV Area 0-4 5-7 8-9 10-14 15 16-17 18-19 20-24 25-29 30-44 45-59 60-64 65-74 75+ 

BBC East 6.6 4.6 4.3 3.9 4.4 3.6 8.9 16.6 13.2 4.2 4.4 8.9 9.2 10.7 

BBC West 5.6 4.3 4.1 4.9 6.0 5.3 7.3 19.5 16.0 4.4 4.8 8.7 7.5 9.0 

BBC South West 10.4 5.3 4.1 3.4 4.2 3.3 9.6 20.7 21.0 7.7 4.7 12.0 10.7 12.8 

BBC South 5.9 5.8 5.5 5.3 6.6 6.2 9.1 19.9 15.2 5.2 4.6 8.6 9.2 12.0 

BBC Yorkshire  7.0 5.2 4.7 4.3 5.2 4.8 9.8 15.0 11.0 2.7 4.9 8.0 6.4 6.7 

BBC North East & Cumbria  6.0 4.5 3.4 3.1 4.8 3.7 8.3 13.5 10.6 3.9 4.2 6.7 6.9 6.6 

BBC North West 6.6 4.6 4.6 4.4 6.0 5.1 8.0 13.5 12.4 3.1 4.5 7.9 6.8 8.6 

BBC Scotland 6.2 5.5 5.3 5.3 6.0 5.6 9.1 13.4 14.9 3.6 5.2 6.7 7.0 7.9 

BBC Wales 5.8 4.2 4.2 3.8 5.2 4.3 8.7 14.7 12.0 5.6 3.7 8.3 7.1 7.7 

BBC West Midlands 7.9 4.9 4.2 4.0 5.1 4.3 7.5 13.5 11.7 3.0 5.4 9.3 7.5 7.9 

BBC East Midlands 6.7 4.9 4.1 4.2 4.5 4.8 11.6 19.6 11.3 2.6 5.5 9.5 6.8 6.5 

BBC London 7.7 5.7 5.8 6.7 8.3 7.2 8.3 11.1 16.3 7.5 6.8 14.7 13.9 14.6 

BBC South East 5.3 4.2 3.9 4.5 4.3 3.7 7.5 17.1 13.9 5.1 3.4 7.2 7.1 11.6 

BBC East Yorkshire & Lincs. 8.2 3.4 3.6 2.8 4.6 3.6 8.5 16.2 18.1 4.5 4.6 11.2 10.0 7.7 

BBC Northern Ireland  5.2 6.9 7.7 6.7 5.3 5.0 7.5 4.5 0.5 0.9 3.3 3.6 5.8 11.0 

Note: Maximum values (excluding Northern Ireland) are colour coded ñgreenò, minimum values (excluding Northern Ireland) colour coded 

red and Northern Ireland values are colour coded ñblueò in the cases where Northern Ireland has the highest or lowest value. 
 

We can now extend the table for the BBC radio area of Sheffield, adding the numbers of 

people from Sheffield by age group that would have to move if Sheffield were to have the 

national age mix. Here we have used the latest official data which are estimates for 2006. The 

table begins as before and we append the new data, showing how many people from different 

age-groups would have to move in or out of Sheffield. The table below shows that Sheffieldôs 

contribution to the big number (4,289,377) is 87,021 people and shows their ages. In addition 

the table shows the Sheffield rank for every age-group, in terms of whether Sheffield needs to 

gain more people than average (a lower rank) or lose more people (a higher rank). For 

instance, the appendix tables show that the Radio station area of Cornwall has a rank value of 

1 with regards to the 0-4 year olds (the appendix tables show that), suggesting that this area 

needs the highest number of babies and toddlers compared to any other radio area. On the 

other extreme of the distribution is BBC London 94.9FM, which is the area from where 0-4 

year olds would have to move out to achieve an equal distribution of people by age-group 

across the country. As can be seen in the table below, the radio area of Sheffield is positioned 

25
th
 in this distribution. According to our analysis, 4,960 0-4 year olds would need to move 
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into Sheffield. In contrast, 15,511 people aged 20-24 year old would have to move out of 

Sheffield if Sheffield were to change to make the population of Britain demographically 

uniform across the country. 

 
 Radio Sheffield Summary Sheet   

Measure Value Rank (out of 45, 1 is highest) 

   Pop. Density (People per sq km) 788 7 

Population 2006 (thous.) 1,492  

Population % change 1981-2006 -1.4 41 (i.e 5th lowest) 

Aged under 5 (%) 5.5 20 

Of pensionable age or over (%) 19.2 26 

Average age: 39.5 27 

   SMR (UK=100) 2005 ** 109 10 

IMR per 1,000 live births 2005 ***  5.7 8 

   Average dwelling price 2006 (£ thous.) 142 37 (i.e. 9th lowest) 

Housing completions 2,298  

 Number that would have to move home if the population were to be equally distributed by age: 

 Age 0-4 4,960    (in) 25 

 Age 5-7 2,180    (in) 21 

 Age 8-9 1,479    (in) 21 

 Age 10-14 3,904  (out) 26 

 Age 15 984  (out) 22 

 Age 16-17 1,526    (in) 16 

 Age 18-19 4,345  (out) 36 

 Age 20-24 15,511  (out) 33 

 Age 25-29 9,819    (in) 27 

 Age 30-44 8,476    (in) 25 

 Age 45-59 13,265  (out) 13 

 Age 60-64 5,887  (out) 22 

 Age 65-74 7,503  (out) 22 

 Age 75+ 7,183  (out) 19 

 Total:   87,023  

 % of population that would have to move in 2006: 5.55% 39 

** SMR = Standardised mortality ratio. The ratio is 100 for Britain as a whole and represents the mortality rate in each area 

after having standardised for differences in the age and sex distribution of the population. For instance, people living in the 

Radio Newcastle area are 10% more likely to die in any given year, month, week, or day than the average Briton. 

*** IMR = Infant mortality rate. This is the number of infants who die in their first year of life as a proportion of all live 

births; it is expressed in the numbers dying per year per 1000 live births.  

 

Economic Polarisation 
 

The changing patterns of segregation discussed above have been accompanied by dramatic 

changes in the absolute and relative sizes and geographical distribution of those whose lives 

are organised around the constraints of poverty, polarised increasingly just as are those who 

enjoy the privileges of wealth. This section draws on the findings of a recent Joseph 

Rowntree Foundation research project which calculated the most comprehensive estimates of 

the changing levels of poverty and wealth from 1968 to 2005
3
. The figures that were 

estimated in the context of this study were aggregated to BBC TV and Radio station areas to 

describe the trends in socio-economic polarisation and their geographical manifestation in 

                                                 
3
 Dorling, D., Rigby, J., Wheeler, B., Ballas, D., Thomas, B., Fahmy, E., Gordon, D. and Lupton, R. (2007). 

Poverty, wealth and place in Britain, 1968 to 2005, Policy Press, Bristol, 

http://www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop/eBooks/2019-poverty-wealth-place.pdf 

http://www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop/eBooks/2019-poverty-wealth-place.pdf
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these station areas. The figures below show for each station area percentages of households 

classified as ñBreadline poorò (people living below a relative poverty line, and as such 

excluded from participating in the norms of society), ñAsset wealthyò (estimated using the 

relationship between housing wealth and the contemporary inheritance tax threshold) and the 

ñNon-poor non-wealthyò (the remainder of the population classified as neither poor nor 

wealthy). 

 

Looking at the maps below we can see that there is a clear North-South divide in poverty and 

wealth. The areas with the highest concentrations of households classified as ñBreadline 

poorò tend to be in the North. It is noteworthy that the area with the highest percentage of 

these households is Glasgow (the darkest purple coloured area in the Radio Breadline Poor 

map). In contrast, most of the areas with the highest concentrations of ñAsset wealthyò are in 

TV and Radio station areas that are located in the South and in particular the Home Counties. 

The only area in the North that has relatively higher percentages of "Asset wealthy" 

households is Yorkshire. It is also noteworthy that London is the only TV and Radio area that 

is coloured in dark purple in all the maps. The capital city is characterised by high 

percentages of both breadline poor and asset wealthy households and by a very small, in 

relative terms, percentage of households that are in the middle, or in other words ñNon-poor 

non-wealthyò.  

 

The table that follows the maps allows us to further investigate and provides a basis to 

discuss these patterns in more detail.  
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Poverty and Wealth measures aggregated to BBC TV Areas (note: all household categories in every period 

sum to 100%, but this may not always appear due to rounding), data on wealth not available for 1970.   
 

 % 2000 % 1990 % 1980 % 

1970 

BBC TV Area Bread-

line 

poor 

Non-

poor, 

non-

wealthy 

Asset 

wealthy 

Bread-

line 

poor 

Non-

poor, 

non-

wealthy 

Asset 

wealthy 

Brea

d-

line 

poor 

Non-

poor, 

non-

wealthy 

Asset 

wealthy 

Bread-

line 

poor 

East 23 51 26 18 55 27 15 64 22 20 

West 22 50 29 17 53 29 14 62 24 19 

South West 24 45 31 18 44 38 14 53 32 21 

South 21 41 38 17 49 34 14 60 27 20 

Yorkshire 30 58 12 23 61 16 18 71 11 25 

North East & Cumbria 30 58 12 25 61 14 19 70 11 26 

North West 29 58 13 23 60 18 18 70 12 24 

Scotland 32 54 15 27 62 11 22 68 10 27 

Wales 27 58 15 20 58 22 17 67 16 22 

West Midlands 27 52 21 21 56 23 17 68 15 21 

East Midlands 26 56 18 21 56 23 16 69 14 23 

London 29 40 32 22 52 26 18 65 17 24 

South East 22 46 31 18 48 34 14 57 29 21 

East Yorkshire & 

Lincs. 

26 59 15 21 56 23 17 66 17 23 

Britain  27 50 23 21 56 23 17 66 17 23 

Range of Poverty: 10.75   10.06   8.45   8.01 

Note: Maximum values are colour coded ñgreenò, minimum values colour coded red. 

 

 

In the current decade, the TV area with the highest estimated percentages of ñAsset wealthyò 

is the South (38%), followed by London (32%), the South East (31%) and the South West 

(31%). London is also one of the BBC TV areas with the highest estimated percentage of 

ñBreadline poorò (29%), the fourth highest after Scotland (32%), North East & Cumbria 

(30%) and Yorkshire (30%). The BBC TV area with the lowest percentage is the South, 

where an estimated 21% of all households are classified as ñBreadline poorò. The ñBreadline 

poorò gap between this percentage and the percentage of the area with the highest rate 

(Scotland) is 10.75% . It is noteworthy that the gap between the areas with highest and lowest 

percentages has been steadily growing since the 1970s. The gap in the 1970s was 8.01% . At 

that time, the area with the highest percentage of ñBreadline poorò was Scotland (27%) 

whereas the area with the lowest percentage was the West (19%). The overall ñBreadline 

poorò rates fell in all areas between 1970 and 1980. However, the gap grew slightly (to 

8.45% from 8.01%). Scotland remained the area with the highest percentage of ñBreadline 

poorò (22%) in the 1980s, whereas the area with the lowest percentage was the South (14%). 

Between 1980 and the 1990 there was an increase in the percentages of ñBreadline poorò 

households throughout Britain. Scotland and the South remained the areas with the highest 

and lowest rates which were 27% and 17% respectively. Therefore the gap between the areas 

with the highest and lowest percentages of ñBreadline poorò increased to 10.06% before 

reaching 10.75% in the 2000s.  

 

Looking at the geographical distributions of wealth and poverty across BBC local Radio 

station areas in 2000 (table follows below), it is interesting to note that the Radio station areas 

which have by far the highest percentage of ñAsset wealthyò households are BBC Radio 

Oxford and Southern Counties Radio (in both station areas the percentage of ñAsset wealthyò 
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households is 40% by the year 2000). On the other hand, the Radio station areas with the 

highest percentages of ñBreadline poorò households are BBC Newcastle (32%), London 94.9 

(32%), Scotland (32%), Leeds (31%), Manchester (30%), Sheffield (30%) and Tees (30%).  

 

The gap between the area with the highest percentage of ñBreadline poorò households 

(Glasgow, 38%) and the area with the lowest percentage (Radio Berkshire, 20%) is 18.36%. 

However, it should be noted that Glasgow is not a BBC radio station area, but an area that has 

been defined in this report on the ground to mimic what such a radio station might be. The 

BBC Radio station area with the highest percentage of ñBreadline poorò is Newcastle (32%) 

and using this to calculate the gap between highest and lowest rates the figure is 12.85%. 

Looking back in time, Glasgow had the highest percentage of ñBreadline poorò households at 

all time points for which we have data. In 1970, 31% of all households in Glasgow were 

classified as ñBreadline poorò whereas the area with the lowest percentage was Three 

Counties Radio (17%) and the gap between the two areas was 13.52%. The Radio station 

area with the highest percentage was Newcastle (27%) and the gap with Three Counties 

Radio was 10.28%. In 1980 the percentage of ñBreadline poorò households in Glasgow was 

26% and the difference between this and the Radio station area with the lowest percentage 

which was Radio Berkshire was 12.64%. The gap had narrowed in the 1970s. The width of 

the gap in 1980 if we compare Radio Berkshire with BBC Radio Scotland (which was again 

the Radio area with the highest rate) was only 8.99%. In 1990 the gap between the areas with 

the highest (Glasgow, 32%) and lowest (Radio Berkshire, 16%) percentages widened to 

16.39% instead of further narrowing (11.55% if we compare the rate of Radio Berkshire to 

that of Radio Newcastle which was the Radio area that had the highest rate in that period) 

before reaching the level of 18.36% in the early 2000s as discussed above. 

 

In short, between local radio areas across Britain the socio-economic differences in the make 

up of their populations are greater in terms of poverty and wealth in the current decade as 

compared to any time since 1970. Although we do not have data the gap is almost certainly 

wider now between local radio areas than at any time since at least the 1930s. Local areas in 

Britain have not been so different from each other at any time since local radio first existed. 




