To the Scotch Whisky Association: Stop fighting minimum pricing

It is now one year to the day when minimum unit pricing should have been introduced
in Scotland. Yet still we wait for this vital public health policy, supported by the
Scottish Parliament, to come into force. It has been delayed because the Scotch
Whisky Association (SWA) is fighting its implementation every step of the way. Why?
Because they know it will work.

The SWA has mirrored the tactics of the tobacco industry in delaying life-saving
legislation. They oppose any measure that might affect their sizeable profits, no
matter the obvious benefits to people’s health. By taking this legal action, they are
undermining the united view of the Scottish Parliament, ignoring the democratic
process and costing taxpayers thousands of pounds in legal bills.

Despite recent welcome improvements, alcohol is a huge health and social problem
for Scotland. Getting rid of ultra-cheap alcohol through minimum pricing is a crucial
first step in turning things round and one which will make a genuine, lasting
difference to health, crime and society. Minimum pricing will cut alcohol-related
hospital admissions and save lives. We cannot afford to delay any longer.

This is an appeal to the Scotch Whisky Association to immediately drop their legal
challenge and bow to the will of the Scottish Parliament. It’s the right thing to do.
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