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Play the 
voucher game
Savvy travellers may want to visit discount 

voucher websites, such as www.codes.co.uk, 

www.vouchercodes.com, www.hotukdeals.

com and www.myvouchers.co.uk when 

looking to book their next holiday. Most of 

these sites have travel sections, are free to 

register with, and offer discount vouchers 

with many high street and online businesses, 

tour operators and airlines.
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Over the past six years, for security reasons 

and to make it harder for counterfeiters, the 

American $5, $10, $20 and $50 notes have 

been redesigned (with the $100 to follow). 

Protect yourself by knowing what to look for 

when handling paper money.

■ Colour 

The most dramatic change to happen is the 

addition of a background colour on all notes 

(excluding the $1 and $2) – the colour scheme 

differs with each denomination. The $5 is pale 

purple in the centre, blending to grey at the 

edges. The $10 sees subtle shades of orange, 

yellow and red along the images. The $20 note 

has hints of green, peach and blue tones on both 

sides of the note, and finally the $50 is bold blue 

with tones of red on either side of the note.

■ Watermark 

The new $5 now has two watermarks, a number 

5 to the right of the portrait and a column of three 

smaller 5s located left of the portrait.

On the $10, $20 and 

$50 notes, there remains 

just one watermark, that of 

the portrait image (located to 

the right of the printed portrait).

■ Plastic strip 

This embedded security thread runs vertically 

through the note on both sides – depicting 

‘USA’ followed by the value of the note in 

words or as a number (5, TEN, TWENTY and 

50). You can also see a small flag on all 

redesigned notes, excluding the $5.

■ Microprinting 

Miniscule numbers and words are printed across 

both sides of all the redesigned notes. 

■ Colour shifting number 

In the lower right corner of the ‘face’ side of 

the $10, $20 and $50 notes, the value number 

changes from a copper to a green colour when 

you tilt the note in the light.

CURRENCY

The ‘color’ of money

Holiday money
We help you find the best deals at the best prices

Pound stretcher
Looking to make your holiday money 

go further on your next trip abroad? 

With a weakened pound, trips 

within the Eurozone or to the US 

may seem unattractive, but there 

are destinations you can visit where 

your cash is increasing in value. 

Over the last year, Which? 

Holiday has been tracking the value 

of the pound, and we’ve found 

there are a few places where the 

pound has improved (or held its 

own). The pound has increased 

most against the Australian and 

the New Zealand dollar, Turkish 

new lira, the Russian rouble and 

Icelandic króna – making trips to 

these destinations possibly more 

appealing. Obviously you still have 

to weigh up the costs of the journey 

involved and the prices you’ll pay 

for accommodation and food once 

you are there.

The pound has shown the 

greatest increase against the 

Icelandic króna (ISK). Since the 

end of 2008, the króna’s value has 

fallen by nearly a third (due in part 

to the unstable Icelandic economy). 

Now for £500 you will get over 

16,000 extra ISKs – which is the 

equivalent to approximately £99 

(see table right). You will also get 

an additional £46 worth of New 

Zealand dollars, just over £14 of 

roubles, just under £5 of Turkish 

liras and a fraction below £6 for 

the Australian dollar. 

EXCHANGE RATES

DESTINATION CURRENCY IN FEB 2008 IN FEB 2009  £ DIFFERENCE

Australia Dollar 1081 1093 5.37

Canada Dollar 982 890 -51.59

China Yuan 7040 4933 -213.56

Czech Republic Koruny 16,838 16,024 -25.40

Egypt Pound 5387 4002 -173.09

Europe Euro 668 560 -97.19

Iceland Króna 65,722 82072 99.61

India Rupee 38,905 35,042 -55.13

Mexico Peso 10,559 10,407 -7.27

New Zealand Dollar 1243 1370 46.25

Russia Roubles 24,119 24,855 14.81

Singapore Dollar 1385 1088 -136.49

South Africa Rand 7518 7163 -24.82

Thailand Baht 31,038 25,400 -110.99

Turkey Lira (new) 1177 1189 4.78

United Arab Emirates Dirham 3601 2649 -179.82

USA Dollar 981 721 -179.94

Data from xe.com (retail figure) taken on 15 Feb 2008 and 15 Feb 2009 (12noon, Eastern Time).

■ Shows rate holding (still offering a healthy exchange)   ■ Shows an increased rate

WHAT £500 WOULD GET YOU…


