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Today at Paisley High Court Lord Brailsford sentenced Ashok Kalyanjee 
to life imprisonment after he pled guilty to the murder of his two sons, 
Paul and Jay, on the 3 May 2008 at Crow Road, Lennoxtown, near 
Glasgow.  The punishment part of the sentence will be  21 years. 
 
On sentencing Lord Brailsford made the following statement in court: 
 
 
“Before formally sentencing Kalyanjee I would like to say a few words of explanation 
to the many members of Paul and Jay’s family in court. Firstly, I’m sorry that the 
sentencing process has been protracted and required you to attend court on more 
than one occasion – I fully appreciate how heart rending this is for you. I can only say 
that courts are required by law, even in cases such as this, to obtain reports before 
sentencing first offenders and that process takes time. Secondly, I would like to 
explain to you that the sentence I am about to impose will contain a discount – that is 
a reduction in the minimum number of years Ashok Kalyanjee will require to spend in 
prison. This discount from sentence is because Kalyanjee accepted his guilt and pled 
guilty without the need for a trial. In these circumstances the court is obliged by law 
to give a discount from the sentence that it would otherwise have imposed. 
 
I now turn to sentence. 
 
Ashok Kalyanjee – you have pled guilty to the murder on May 3rd 2008 of your two 
sons, Paul and Jay, then aged 6 and 2 years. It is clear that this crime was 
premeditated, planned and organized. You used deceit and lies to persuade both the 
children’s mother and the children themselves to go out with you that afternoon. You 
purchased the murder weapon in advance and also acquired petrol in a can, 
apparently to incinerate both yourself and the victims, at the scene of the crime. The 
victims were defenceless and in your care, no doubt they loved you and assumed 
you would care for them as a father should. One of the victims witnessed what 
happened to his brother, I cannot imagine the suffering that child must have endured 
before his own murder. 
 



This is as grave a crime as can be imagined. I do not know what caused you to 
commit it. You were clearly under some form of psychological stress – but you have 
been examined by psychiatrists and found sane and fit to plead. 
 
There is no mitigation for crimes of this enormity. All that can be said in your favour is 
that you tendered a plea of guilty without insisting on a trial. For that you are, as I 
have already said, entitled as a matter of law to a discount from the punishment part 
of the sentence. The sentence of the court is, as required by law, one of life 
imprisonment. I am required to  fix the punishment part of that sentence,  that is the 
minimum period you will remain in custody, before you can be considered for release 
on license. Having regard to the unique and singularly awful circumstances of this 
case it would have been 28 years imprisonment, but in terms of the discount that 
period will be 21 years backdated to 16 July 2008”. 

 


