
Happy New Year and hello from School Report HQ!  
 
We're counting down to the first PRACTICE NEWS DAY of 2014 next week - THURS 23 JANUARY. 
 
So please let us know if you and your students planning to take part so we can give you a shout out 
and call on the day – we will have a live events page running all day on the School Report website. 
 
Practice News Days are an opportunity for you and your reporting team to have a go at some news-
making activity ahead of News Day on 27 March. Check out what School Reporters got up to last 
month: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolreport/25341204 

There are plenty of national and international topics you may want to cover this time around – here 

are some ideas: 

- Be inspired to brainstorm some education-related stories as the secondary school league 

tables will be released. What do students think makes a good lesson? What do they think 

they should study at school? Is having a uniform an issue? etc 

- Is your school planning activities around forthcoming Safer Internet Day (11 Feb) or having 

any interesting guest visiting? If so then why not do a preview or arrange and prepare to do 

an interview? 

- It will be six months until the start of Commonwealth Games in Glasgow – use this as a ‘news 

peg’ to report on sport stories, from how the football team is fairing to interviewing a talented 

athlete, or even to brainstorm about national identity as they’ll be no Team GB but instead 

Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, England and each of the small isles will be competing for 

medals! 

- Finance is on the news agenda all week as the World Economic Forum takes place in Davos, 

the United Nations hosts a summit on the Syrian civil war and the 19th National Television 

Awards take place in London. 

- Or is there an issue that your students are particularly talking about? From body image to Big 

Brother, teenagers social media use to voting at 16 – whatever matters to them get them 

reporting on it! 

For more ideas and top tips on finding news stories check out these resources: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolreport/15823041 

Don’t worry if you can't take part this month - we have another Practice News Day on Fri 11 Feb 
which coincides with Safer Internet Day so if your school is planning any related activities report on it! 
 
And please don't forget to keep me posted about your students’ story ideas and reporting plans as 
they develop between now and News Day – you never know we might be able to come and support 
you in some way to produce them!  

 
Right now I am particularly keen to know about interesting education and technology-related ideas 
from School Reporters…please tell me if your team is talking about these subjects. 
 
Happy reporting and I look forward to hearing more about what you and your School Reporters are 
planning! 
 
Best wishes on behalf of all the SR team, 
 
Josie 
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