
Happy New Year and hello from School Report HQ!  
 
We're counting down to next week's PRACTICE NEWS DAY - THURS 24 
JANUARY - so please let us know if you and your students planning to take part so 
we can give you a shout out and call on the day.  
 
Practice News Days are an opportunity for you and your reporting team to have a go 
at some news-making activity ahead of News Day on 21 March. Check out what 
School Reporters got up to last month to get a sense of how it works and what you 
can do: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolreport/20341033 

And there are plenty of national and international topics you may want to cover this 
time around: 

- Get inspired to do some political reporting with the inauguration of President 
Obama this weekend – or maybe he is a role-model for your students and 
they can explore the subject of role-models more? 

- Is your school planning activities around forthcoming Holocaust Memorial Day 
(27 Jan) or Safer Internet Day (5 Feb)? If so then why not do a preview or 
investigate the subject further? 

- Or is there an issue that your students are particularly talking about? From the 
economy to the EBacc, bullying to what’s in burgers, self-harm to snow – 
whatever matters to them get them reporting on it! 

For more ideas and top resources tips available here: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolreport/20086716 

Don’t worry if you can't take part this month - we have another Practice News Day on 
Fri 15 Feb. Or if this date falls during your half-term then why not run one on a date 
more convenient for your school timetable – just let us know when and we’ll give you 
a mention on the School Report website. 
 
And don't forget to keep me posted about your students’ story ideas and reporting 
plans as they develop between now and News Day – you never know we might be 
able to come and support you in some way! 
 
We look forward to hearing from you, 
 
Josie 
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