
 

 
 

Finding news: Transcript 
 
Hello I’m Daniel and I work on Radio 5 live’s Breakfast programme, which is here in 

Quay House, Media City, Salford.  

There are two parts to my job. One is helping the on-air programme as it is going out 

and the second part is looking through the papers and finding stories and guests for 

the next day’s programme. 

One of the first places I look for stories is the newspapers. I like to see what might 

work well on the radio and then I make sure I’ve got all the facts before I take it to my 

editor to see what they think. 

Another source of information is my phone. I look at different news websites to see 

how other media organisations around the world are reporting on the news. It’s a 

good way of finding out what else is happening around the world. 

I’m looking for interesting stories and then I’ve got to try to find guests to come and 

talk about them. 

Social media is another great place to look for guests and stories. I follow lots of 

journalists and organisations on Twitter and Facebook as they often get the stories 

first. I follow normal people to see what they’re talking about and what’s trending.  

If we decide we want to run a story we found in a newspaper or online, I always 

make sure the facts are correct by checking them with the people involved.  

We never run something we don’t know is true and neither should you. 

Sometimes we get listeners texting, emailing and phoning into the programme to tell 

us stories that are happening in their area. If it’s good and we’ve checked the facts 

sometimes we put them on air. 

It’s really important when you do a job like mine to always be a journalist. That 

means keeping your eyes and ears open at all times, so you could overhear 

something at a supermarket checkout and think: “That’s quite interesting; there’s 

something in that.”  

Or you could be on the bus on the way home from school; it’s always good to guage 

what people are talking about. You never know where a story is going to come from. 

I also have to do a lot of research so I’m able to brief the presenters about the topics 

they’ll be talking about. For example if they’re interviewing a sports star they’ll need 

to know how their team did last season, if they’ve got any upcoming games, if 



they’ve got any future events, if they’re nominated for any awards, or if they’ve got 

anything else coming up – any charity work.  

It’s always good to have other information that the presenter can talk to the 

interviewee about. 

My top research tip: Find a different angle – the audience doesn’t want to hear the 

same story again and again. Tell them something they haven’t heard before! 

A big part of my job is finding guests to come on the programme to talk about the 

stories and issues that we’re covering. Normally my editor will tell me the subjects 

they want people to talk about.  

(Cut to Daniel asking his editor about ideas for guests for the programme) 

Then I need to find them. I do this by looking online, social media sites and other 

programmes. Newspapers and magazines are also really helpful. 

To sum up – it pays to be accurate. Always check your facts including numbers and 

statistics. Don’t take it for granted that what you read online is true. 

You can find stories anywhere. Talk to people and listen to what’s going on around 

you. 

Newspapers and websites are great places to find stories and people to talk about 

them, but you can also find interesting things going on in your local community. 

So you’ve found out how we find stories and guests in a BBC newsroom. Now it’s 

your turn to have a go. 

Watch the video again 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolreport/28272189

