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Today at the High Court in Edinburgh Lord Macphail sentenced Thomas 
Waddell to life imprisonment after he pleaded guilty to the murder of 
Farah Noor Adams on the 7th October 2005 in Glasgow.  The punishment 
part of the sentence was fixed at 16 years.  
 
On sentencing Lord Macphail made the following statement. 
 
“Thomas Ian Waddell, Parliament has laid down that when a person of your age is 
convicted of the crime of murder, he must be sentenced to be detained in a young 
offender’s institution, and he shall be liable to be detained for life. Accordingly I 
sentence you to be so detained as from the 12th October 2005.. 
 
In addition, the law requires me to fix the period you must spend in custody before 
you may be considered for release on licence subject to the possibility of your being 
recalled to custody. 
  
In fixing that period, I must take into account, in the first place, the seriousness of the 
offence. Yours was a hideous crime. Your victim was a young woman who was 
completely unknown to you. She had taken her daughter to school and then had 
gone power-walking along the Kelvin Walkway. You followed her, and you attacked 
her in the most brutal way. You inflicted severe injuries upon her; you subjected her 
to a most painful and degrading sexual ordeal; and then you strangled her. 
 
The impact of her death on her family has been devastating. In particular, her 
daughter, a girl of 8 years of age, has lost her mother. 
 
The reports which the Court has obtained clearly state that you have not expressed 
any feelings of guilt or remorse. 
 
All these factors point towards the selection of a lengthy period of time before you 
may be considered for release.  
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The risk assessment report states that you present a very high risk of reconviction for 
sexual violence. However, in fixing the period you must spend in custody I am 
required by Parliament to ignore any period of confinement which may be necessary 
for the protection of the public. The period I have to fix is such period as the Court 
considers appropriate to satisfy the requirements of retribution and deterrence, 
ignoring any period which may be necessary for the protection of the public.  
That is the law. 
 
I take account of your age and the fact that you have been in custody since 12 
October 2005, and I have listened carefully to everything that your counsel has had 
to say. 
 
Having considered all these matters, I have concluded that, but for your early plea of 
guilty, the period you would spend in custody would be 19 years. However, I must 
also take into account that you accepted the facts stated in the charge from an early 
stage, and that your solicitors formally intimated your intention to plead guilty on 6 
January 2006. In view of that, I shall reduce the period to 16 years. 
 
I cannot emphasise sufficiently that while I have fixed the period at 16 years, that 
does not mean that, at the end of that period, you will necessarily be released on 
licence by the Scottish Ministers. Whether you are released or not will depend on the 
decision of the Parole Board for Scotland as to whether it is satisfied that it is no 
longer necessary for the protection of the public that you should continue to be 
confined. Even if you are released, you will be liable to be recalled to prison; and the 
sentence pronounced today means that you remain liable to be detained for life. 
 
That is the sentence of the Court”. 
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