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AM: Can I ask you in very straight forward terms, does the Labour 

Party, does the Opposition support the unlocking? 

AD: Well look we know it’s going to be a difficult decision for any 

government when to unlock, we appreciate that. I think what’s 

clear to us is that that decision has been made much riskier 

because of what seems to be a lack of preparedness, you know, 

particularly around test, track and isolate, where we sat out a 

number of solutions that government really urgently needs to take 

onboard around making sure that local councils are really able to 

deliver that capacity that they’ve been given. And also of course 

around the public health messaging which really does need to be 

crystal clear, so you know, it will be difficult whatever time 

government chooses. You know I’m well aware that huge numbers 

of businesses are desperate to reopen as soon as it’s safe to do 

so, so I would never say that there shouldn’t be a reopening, but 

it’s got to be a safe one, that’s the critical issue now. Government 

has got to get a grip of those big problems. 

 

AM: That’s absolutely right, but you haven’t come off the fence 

and said whether you’re in favour of the unlocking or not in favour 

of the unlocking. That’s all I’m asking. 

AD: Well, Andrew, there’s a balance of risk here. 

AM: I know. 

AD: I think anyone would appreciate that. 

AM: Sure. 

AD: And what we’re saying is in order for these sectors to be 

opened safely – and you know government has taken that 

decision and Opposition can’t take that decision because we don’t 
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have the scientific advice in front of us and we need to now have 

a government that will take a grip on those big issues. You know 

local authorities still don’t know exactly where this disease is. 

That’s no acceptable at this stage. 

 

AM: So Keir Starmer said on Friday: “We support the gradual 

easing of restrictions on lockdown. It’s got to be safe but we 

support it.” So he said you support it, but the confusion is because 

you’ve also set as a party some conditions that have to be met 

before the unlocking starts. 250,000 tests per day, you’ve said. 

Now that’s not happening. 50,000 contact tracers, that’s not 

happening. A national phone app by the 1st of June, we certainly 

haven’t got that. All Covid test results being received within 24 

hours, that is still not happening. So given your own tests it seems 

to me that Labour must oppose the unlocking. 

 

AD: Look Andrew, government has taken that decision already. As 

I said that’s not a decision for the Opposition to be taking. What 

we really need to do now is have our government a grip on those 

fundamental issues that are putting risk into this process. Now 

test, track and isolate is fundamental because unless that works 

we won’t know where the disease is, we won’t be able to shut it 

down in localised areas and we could see the re-imposition of 

lockdown and as you would expect, as Shadow Chancellor, I’m 

very, very concerned about what would happen to our economy if 

that happens as well as the health impact. Now we set out ways 

that government can fix those problems.  They’re not even 

necessarily things that need to take very long. For example a need 

to give local authorities the power to shut down businesses if 

there are problems with the disease circulating in them and really 

what we’re trying to do is to say to government, you know, in a 

sense kind of party political debate over some of these issues is 

not relevant now. What is relevant is getting those problems fixed 

and doing it urgently because we’ve got to get a grasp on this 

disease. 
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AM: We  do, but people also need to know what a Labour 

administration would on in those circumstances – basically what 

your view is. Can I ask you about the furlough scheme ending in 

October, do you support that? 

AD: Well I don’t support the approach that we’ve seen from 

government which is adopting a one size fits all approach to every 

sector of our economy. Obviously  I have been calling for a long 

time, as has the whole Labour Party for a more flexible scheme 

which enables part time working – we’ve done that from day one.  

I’ve been calling from a gradual removal of these scheme and the 

Chancellor has acknowledged that. But the big problem is if we 

see the removal of this support, similar with the self employed 

scheme, across every sector of our economy without any 

additional help for those sectors that are particularly struggling, 

the natural impact will be an increase in unemployment. That’s 

why I’ve called on the Chancellor to actually release the 

information that he’s basing these decisions on. Now we can just 

imagine a hairdresser for example, self employed hairdresser as 

many, many hairdressers are, they still don’t know when they’re 

going to operate in any way, you know, let alone at reduced 

capacity. Now to expect them to be treated in the same way as 

another business that may be already approaching capacity right 

now as these lockdown restrictions ease, is simply, I think, not 

acknowledging the  nature of our economy and this will store up 

big problems for the future if we have higher levels of 

unemployment produced as a result. 

 

AM: One of our colleagues, Rosie Duffield, visited a boyfriend 

during the lockdown, broke the  rules and has now resigned. Was 

she right to do so? 

AD: Well she was absolutely right to resign. Clearly she wasn’t 

right to have broken the rules, quite the opposite, and it’s 

absolutely correct that she’s immediately taken responsibility for 

that, as I understand it, and she has resigned and you know it’s 
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critically important – you know I talk to my constituents and the 

kind of sacrifices that they’ve gone through to stick to the rules to 

keep us all safe – everybody has got to do that. So it’s absolutely 

right I think that Rosie Duffield has resigned, absolutely, her 

position on the front bench. 

 

AM: Can I ask you about two weeks ago you expressed some 

worries, some reservations about sending your own child back to 

school. With schools reopening tomorrow have you changed your 

mind? What’s your view about sending kids back to school now? 

AD: Yes, actually Andrew, you know it’s very interesting often 

being a woman in politics. I know this question has been asked of 

men as well. Actually my children aren’t at the stage where they 

would be within those year groups anyway. What I did say at that 

stage was that parents and teachers needed to have confidence in 

the system. They needed to have transparency around the 

evidence base. Now it’s taken a very long time for that evidence 

base to be put out there. It’s taken a long time for government to 

start to be having those much less heated discussions with trade 

unions that we’ve called for for a very long time. But you know I 

think it’s really important now that we enable people to take the 

right decisions around this, that you know, if individual schools 

feel that they’re not ready, that they’re given the support so that 

they can get to the stage where they are ready, also if individual 

parents don’t feel that it’s safe for their children that they’re not 

put in a difficult position because of that. You know this is a really, 

really difficult issue for everybody and I think we need to have as 

much transparency and clarity around guidance in particular as 

possible. Because you know it’s risky for children being outside 

school as well as potentially there being health risks as they go 

back.  

 

Ends  


