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“FILE ON 4” 
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 November 2014
 

 

Producer:  Sally Chesworth 

Reporter:  Manveen Rana 

Editor:  David Ross 

 

RANA: Rotherham, Rochdale, Oxford.  The profile of the 

modern grooming scandal has become all too familiar.  Gangs of Pakistani men abusing 

young and vulnerable white girls. But there’s another part of the scandal that’s only just 

emerging. 

 

ACTUALITY AT CONFERENCE 

 

WOMAN: [AUDIENCE APPLAUSE]  Today I will be talking 

about the sexual exploitation of Asian girls …. 

 

RANA: Whilst abuse exists in all communities, a conference in 

Birmingham last week tried to raise awareness of the factors that prevent Asian victims from 

reporting it. 

 

WOMAN: We found that Asian girls were at most risk from men 

in their own communities. We found with Asian girls that there is a particular vulnerability 

associated with their culture that was being purposefully manipulated and exploited by the 

offenders.  
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SARA: When I used to finish school I was scared because I 

knew what was coming, but I just learned to live with it.  I did everything to keep the peace, 

keep my family together.  He would say, ‘You won’t tell your mum, you wouldn’t want the 

community to disown her.’  And that was true. 

 

RANA: Tonight on File on 4, we investigate the last taboo – 

the hidden shame of child sexual abuse in Britain’s Asian communities.  

 

SIGNATURE TUNE 

 

ACTUALITY IN CAR 

 

ISHAQ: They are coming, in private, to me. They often come in 

the guise of having gone shopping or they’re out with their friends and so forth, so there’s 

still that secrecy. But at this point, I think I’m just happy for them to be able to have that 

courage, to at least speak to someone. 

  

RANA: Yasmin Ishaq is multi-tasking. Here in Rotherham, her 

days consist of acting as a taxi service for her six children, teaching Koran classes at the 

community centre and, increasingly, snatching every opportunity for a few minutes of contact 

with girls from within the Asian community who are secretly turning to her for help, because 

they too have been the victims of grooming.  

  

ISHAQ: The evidence clearly indicates that yes, these Pakistani, 

Muslim girls are being groomed in exactly the mirror pattern of the way that has been 

published in Professor Jay’s report, exactly the same way. 

  

RANA: Rotherham is a town scarred by scandal.  The recent Jay 

Report on child sexual exploitation estimated at least 1,400 victims in the area.  But it also 

described a wholesale denial of the problem in the Pakistani heritage community, in the same 

way as other forms of abuse were being ignored.  And it is only now that young girls within that 

community are beginning to reach out to the tiny number of people they feel they can trust.  Like 

Yasmin, who runs a voluntary organisation locally, and has a reputation for standing apart from 

the community.  
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ISHAQ: My immediate reaction was yes, it’s a horrific number 

– 1,400 cases – but instantly I knew that this wasn’t an accurate figure. It was a very, very 

conservative figure. The Pakistani girls are not going to be a part and parcel of this report.  

Their voice is missing.  Fear is the overruling factor; fear for their own safety, fear for their 

lives, that they cannot disclose what’s happened to them. 

 

ACTUALITY IN ROTHERHAM 

  

RANA: The Pakistani community here is particularly tight-knit. 

Bound together by a complex web of intermarriages and tribal loyalties to the “baradri”, the 

clan-based system that runs the community, it rigidly clings to strong notions of honour and 

shame.  Most people here come from the same place in Pakistan, Mirpur, and as one local girl 

explained to me, it’s as if they’ve brought all the values from their village and just recreated it 

here in Rotherham.  Now, if a member of the community sees a girl even talking to a boy, 

they will report it to her family.  So if a girl does date a boy, it’s cloaked in secrecy – leaving 

her very vulnerable.  Yasmin described one of the cases she is dealing with, of a teenage girl 

who agreed to go to a party with her boyfriend. 

  

ISHAQ: When she got there, there was no party, there were no 

other female members present. What she found was that there were five adults, their ages 

ranging from mid-twenties going into the late forties, and these five men systematically, 

routinely raped her.  And the young man who was supposed to be her boyfriend stood back 

and watched. 

  

RANA: Her abuse was photographed by the group and is now 

being used to blackmail her. 

  

ISHAQ: This is what is being said to her now; that if you do not 

comply and you do not attend where we tell you to attend, we will be submitting these 

photographs not only to your parents, to your fathers, to your brothers, but we will actually be 

posting them to the local mosques and she is still currently in this hell-hole, these are her 

words, it’s a living nightmare, I don’t know how to end it.  She cannot see how, by going to 

the police or asking for their help, she can save herself from the consequences of what her 

family will do to her.  She has a genuine fear that she will be beaten, she will be taken 
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ISHAQ cont: abroad, she will be forced into a marriage she doesn’t 

want to be in.  But for somebody who is only 16, it’s a terrifying concept. 

  

RANA: Yasmin is often the only person these girls can confide 

in as they are still trapped in the cycle of blackmail and abuse and are terrified of being found 

out.  This is the first time that Yasmin has talked about the victims who are coming to her, 

and her accidental role as their counsellor.  It’s a dangerous job. When one of the perpetrators 

realised that his own wife had gone to Yasmin for help, he followed her home and threatened 

her, reminding her that she too has teenage daughters.  Whilst none of the victims will talk 

publicly, File on 4 has heard some horrific cases - girls who are being blackmailed by 

grooming rings, others who are being forced at knifepoint to perform sexual acts on men they 

had assumed were their boyfriends and then being passed on to other men to do the same.  

I’ve come to meet Zlakha Ahmed, the head of Apna Haq – a group which supports women 

from ethnic minorities in Rotherham.  She’s concerned that any kind of vulnerability is being 

exploited. 

  

AHMED: There's a particular woman with learning disabilities 

that we're supporting and she will show you pictures on her phone of about six to eight 

different Pakistani men, very good looking 18, 19 year old young men, and these pictures will 

change every few months.  She’s adamant that they’re her boyfriends. She talks about the 

chocolates, the phones, the clothes, the presents that they buy for her. They regularly pay for 

her train fare, so she goes down to Manchester, Blackburn, London, Birmingham, and she’ll 

talk about when she arrives, she’ll go to a really posh hotel, she meets a number of these men 

and she’s introduced to some of their friends. Then she’ll always say, ‘I was given a drink 

and I don’t remember what happened then.’  She talks about how she wakes up in the 

morning and her legs really hurt badly and she’s had a number of abortions.  That is gang-

related abuse of a vulnerable woman who’s got learning difficulties. We know this is one 

young woman.  How many others are these men abusing?  What I would say is that the 1,400 

girls are just the tip of the iceberg. 

 

RANA: If these perpetrators are still on the prowl now, and still 

grooming vulnerable girls, then they will also often be abusing closer to home too.  It seems 

the grooming scandal in Rotherham is a symptom of something much broader.  
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ISHAQ: Known abusers in the community have committed 

equally horrific acts within their own home.  It’s not just the young white girls outside of 

their own immediate communities that they’re targeting, you know, the young girls within 

their own family systems and family networks are being abused, and systematically being 

abused, and the men will get away with this, because nobody wants to address it and nobody 

wants to own up to the fact that their daughter has been molested or the molestation is being 

carried out by the actual fathers. The abuse is spilling over into the streets and it still is 

happening within the family system.  Perpetrators are still walking around. 

  

RANA: But whilst the case of Rotherham is startling, it is by 

no means an exception. We’ve found cases of grooming and sexual abuse within the Asian 

community all over the country.  Nor is this a new problem.  Alia, not her real name, is a 

middle-aged business woman.  She grew up and has spent much of her life in the same town, 

amongst the same British Pakistani community, and she has seen the same patterns of abuse 

replicated in every passing generation.  But it’s still not allowed to be talked about.  Now, not 

even her siblings will admit to the abuse they suffered as children.  

  

ALIA: This one man, a neighbour, was abusing both me and 

my sister at the same time.  It was absolutely horrible.  I remember my sister throwing up.  At 

that age, you didn’t know what to do, and there was nobody else there, just him. 

  

RANA: As a child, Alia was abused by several men from 

within the community.  They ranged from sixteen to sixty year olds.  As a teenager, just as 

she felt relieved that the abuse had seemed to stop, her family forced her to marry.  

  

ALIA: At the age of sixteen, I got married to a man who was 

twelve years older than me.  I never saw him until the night of the marriage and it was like 

the abuse just continued, because I was abused by these men when I was younger and then it 

stopped for a while, and then it continued with my husband - because your parents never told 

you about anything, you were raped by your own husband.   

 

RANA: Alia had four children with her husband, and she was 

determined to protect them from any of the ordeals she had suffered. 
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ALIA: When I had my own children, I was very open about 

issues with regards to anybody feeling or touching them, be it your brothers, siblings, uncles, 

aunties, you know, make sure your bodies were important and that they knew that nobody 

should touch them.  But for me, that has always been because I’ve spoken out about it.  My 

mother never spoke to me about it, but I always felt like if I speak to my children about it, 

they won’t get abused and they’ll come to me and have that trust. 

  

RANA: Alia’s family was also from Mirpur and the importance 

of the “baradri” has shaped their values and enforced a silence on anything deemed 

dishonourable.  So when she decided she had to escape the violent and abusive marriage 

she’d been forced into, the community disowned her for wanting a divorce.  But it felt like it 

had been a sacrifice worth making when she met and married a new man from the 

community. And the children loved him. 

  

SARA: It felt amazing, it felt like he came to the rescue.  

  

RANA: Sara, again not her name, is Alia’s daughter. To protect 

both of their identities, we’ve asked others to voice up their words.  She has just graduated 

from university, but she was only ten when her mother remarried.  

  

SARA: When he first came, we felt strange calling him Dad, 

but it only took two or three months and we started calling him Dad and Daddy, and it was all 

Daddy This and Daddy That, and I was known as Daddy’s Little Princess, because he used to 

favouritise me, and we just thought Mum is happy and that is all that matters. And as long as 

he is keeping a smile on Mum’s face, everything is fine.      

  

RANA: Sara was raped by her stepfather’s brother on a family 

holiday to Pakistan when she was just eleven. Although her stepfather was furious and 

supported her at the time, his own interest in her became uncomfortable a few months later.  

  

SARA: We were just sat on the sofa and he was play fighting 

with me and then he told me to sit on his lap and slowly started stroking me and, like, 

touching me in places where I didn’t feel comfortable, and I just walked away. 
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RANA: Despite her efforts to keep her distance he soon began 

to rape her. 

  

SARA: I remember the first night, what he done was, we were 

watching a movie and he told me to come and sit with him, and I didn’t want to sit with him 

and I said, ‘Oh, I am perfectly comfortable here,’ and then he just joined me. 

 

RANA: After that, how regularly would it happen? 

 

SARA: Every day, every day for six, seven years.  Every 

chance he would get.  Mum was always working or he would do it when Mum was upstairs 

sleeping.  It would happen two times a day, three times a day.  Just any chance he would get 

really.    

 

RANA: What was life like for you? 

 

SARA: I was living two lives, I was living this good daughter 

sort of life, going to school, bubbly character, and the other life where I’d finish school, I’d 

go home to know what it is going to be like, this night time girl. When I used to finish school 

I was scared because I knew what was coming, but I just learned to live with it.  I did 

everything to keep the peace, keep my family together and happy, because I could see he was 

keeping them happy, so I didn’t think it was my place to say anything.  I would rather one 

person suffer than everyone. 

 

RANA: Did you ever come close to telling your mum? 

 

SARA: He knew my mum was my weak point, because she 

had been through a lot and he used that a lot. He would say, ‘You won’t tell your mum, you 

wouldn’t want the community to disown her again. You don’t want them to say oh, told you 

so.’  And that was true. 

 

RANA: So he used the community’s reaction to keep you 

quiet? 
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SARA: Yeah. 

  

RANA: Although Sara was trying hard to hide the abuse at 

home, there were several times when her terrible secret should have got out.   

  

SARA: I did have a couple of pregnancy scares, where he told 

me to go to the doctor’s, go for the morning after pill. Now a girl aged twelve or thirteen with 

a hijab asking for the pill and not being questioned is ridiculous.  After I had been raped, I 

used to go to sleep and then I used to have nightmares that I had been raped in my sleep and I 

used to go randomly for the morning after pill, to walk-in clinics. It became like an addiction, 

because I am scared I’d become pregnant. 

  

RANA: Her stepfather seemed to be spending more time with 

her than with her mother.  He would buy Valentines gifts for both.  Her urge to break her 

silence grew and grew as her stepfather began to plan to run away with her, to kidnap her and 

take her abroad.  But the real trigger that forced her to act came when he began to turn his 

attention to her younger sister.  Sara finally told her mother about her horrific double life. 

  

ALIA:  The first thing that came out of my head was, why 

didn’t you tell me?  But then I had to just completely stop all my feelings, I had to just 

completely ignore my feelings, be it anger or frustration.  I just gave my daughter a hug and 

was just there for her.  I didn’t want my daughter to be in the same situation as I was with my 

mother and, you know, it’s not my daughters fault. 

 

SARA: She just stood there numb and she didn’t know what to 

say and just gave me a hug.  I was thinking, if they had already disowned her and they were 

going to disown her even more, and she is going to feel like she might have to run away again 

and live abroad.  And there were times when there was a point we wanted to move away 

completely, it was that bad. We couldn’t even go to town and they didn’t even know the full 

story and they used to stare at us and look down on us as if they were better, blaming - it is 

your fault it happened to your daughter, you shouldn’t have brought that man into the house.  

 

RANA: We found similar cases of sexual abuse within Asian 

families all over the country.  
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ACTUALITY IN CAR 

 

AZAM: Predominantly South Asian families live round here, 

where your South Asian shops are, your clothes shop, your meat shop, your jewellers.  

There’s about four or five streets round here and …. 

 

RANA: Soreya Azam is the director of the Awaaz Honour 

Crimes Project and she is taking me on a tour of Middlesbrough.  

  

AZAM: …. takeaways, terraced houses.  We have a local 

mosque, which is in the next street. 

 

RANA: Is that sort of the centre of this community? 

 

AZAM: It is.  Just within a couple of blocks, there was four 

people that I know that have been abused.  So I wouldn’t be able to put a figure on it, but it 

does happen and it is happening in these streets that we are driving in now.  That is four cases 

that I know of only in that area.  I know of many more in obviously, you know, in the Tees 

Valley area. 

 

RANA: And how do they respond when people do come 

forward?  What have you seen? 

 

AZAM: I have seen where people who have come forward, 

some families have supported them and have gone to the police and have reported it, and I 

have seen some families who have disowned their own children and accepted the perpetrator 

into the family, because the perpetrator is maybe a relative. 

 

RANA: So they shut the victim out? 

 

AZAM: Yes, shut the victim out, because it only becomes 

shameful when it becomes community knowledge, and if it is not community knowledge 

basically it hasn’t happened.   
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ACTUALITY – CAR STOPS 

 

RANA: It’s not just social pressures that prevent victims from 

speaking out – the threats they face can often be much more physical. 

  

AZAM: Initially it is emotional.  To start off with, it’s always 

emotional blackmail – you know, please come back home because if you don’t, you know, 

your father will have a heart attack or he can’t go into the local community and show his face 

to the local community, you know, your grandma will have a heart attack, what have you.  

And then when the emotional blackmail doesn’t work, then it is physical violence, it’s threats 

– you know, if we see you we will do this. Sometimes families have employed bounty 

hunters to go and track them down and go and find them and bring them back home. 

  

RANA: Faced with such threats, victims have to be prepared to 

forego every part of their former lives by admitting what happened to them.  Imran, as he has 

asked to be known, is a middle aged man and respectable member of the Pakistani 

community.  He relied on the strength of his religion to help him face the challenges of 

speaking out.  But perhaps most devastatingly of all, his own mosque asked him to leave 

when he talked about the sexual abuse he’d suffered as a child. 

  

IMRAN:  I was gobsmacked. These people were actually making 

me feel dirty by saying it was my fault for what happened to me, not that these people who 

were doing it.  They were wrong, they were actually blaming me. That’s what hurt the 

most.  They’d literally thrown me out of the mosque. 

  

RANA: Again, like Alia and Sara, Imran’s words are read by 

somebody else. Like many of the people we’ve spoken to, Imran was abused as a child by 

two of his own cousins. 

  

IMRAN:  I was about ten, eleven year old when I was abused.  I 

remember a shop where one of  my … what I called a brother, he used to take me upstairs 

and he used to abuse me upstairs in one of the rooms where there was a lot of newspaper and 

stock, because it was a grocery shop.  I was scared - he was older than me. I never want to be 
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IMRAN cont: in the same room as him alone.  You try to hide it as 

much as you can, try to forget it, but it just hurts and you’re constantly thinking about it.  

  

RANA: When Imran did come forward, the community simply 

closed ranks.  Up until that point, the mosque and its daily activities had been the focus of his 

life. Suddenly it was all gone. 

  

IMRAN:  It meant everything to me.  I respected everybody, I 

did everything for the community.  I used to take them out if they needed to go somewhere.  I 

cleaned the mosque, I did the prayers, I did the call to prayer - anything they wanted me to do 

in the mosque.  But the community, when they found out I went to the police, people literally 

ignored me.  The community leaders in the mosque, they have a chairman’s committee, they 

came up one day and said, ‘Can we speak to you at this morning’s prayer?’  I said yes.  They 

took me downstairs and said, ‘From now on, the first thing, don’t come,’ they said, ‘but if 

you do come to the mosque, you can’t clean up, you can’t do anything.’ 

  

RANA: Even Imran’s father has been ostracised for supporting 

his son. 

  

IMRAN’S FATHER: In the mosque they don’t like me because I am truth-

speaking. They say, ‘Everybody do it! Why are you opening the mouth?’  I say, ‘If your 

daughter or son has been abused, what do you do?’  ‘Oh, we cover it, we don’t open the 

mouth.’  Now at mosque I just go and pray and go out.  

  

IMRAN: It made me sick in the stomach by hearing these people 

who I respected, who I looked up to, saying, ‘It’s happened.  So what?  It’s natural, it 

happens all the time, forget about it.’  It really hurt me. They said, ‘It’s been happening for 

years, it doesn’t matter, you shouldn’t speak up about it,’ as if they didn’t care, they were 

more bothered about themselves.  We shall bring shame to the Asian community.  What 

would people say about that? 

 

RANA: Imran isn’t the only victim who was devastatingly let 

down by his mosque in his time of need.   
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ZIA: She began to see that her elder daughter was becoming 

withdrawn, was quite sullen but didn’t quite know what was going on, wasn’t able to put her 

finger on it.  Nothing at school, but even at school it had become apparent that something 

wasn’t quite right with this child. 

 

RANA: Mussarat Zia is the General Secretary of the Muslim 

Women’s Network UK, and she described a case she had dealt with of a woman with two 

young daughters aged ten and eight. 

  

ZIA: Her elder daughter disclosed that she was being 

abused, sexually abused by her dad.  Obviously a great deal of pain and shock, and she 

sought support, as you would.  She went to her mosque, the local mosque, which is where her 

girls attended classes, but also the mosque that her husband attended, and she spoke to a 

senior figure in the mosque and said, ‘This is what is going on.  I have no reason to disbelieve 

it and you’ve got to help me.’  The person that she spoke to immediately said to her, ‘Your 

daughter is telling lies.’  He insisted that the girl doesn’t come to mosque classes, to the 

madrassa classes anymore, so she was removed. 

  

RANA: This woman was born and bred in Britain and yet her 

first port of call for help was still the local mosque. When they turned her away, she and her 

daughters just disappeared. 

 

ZIA: No idea where she went.  She wasn’t at the home 

address any more, the girls weren’t there and from that day to this, still no idea where she is. 

Tried the phone numbers that we had for her, tried email addresses for her, you know, spoke 

to various people, but as a third party there’s only so much information that I was able to 

gain.  I don’t know whether she upped and left with her girls because she felt that she had no 

choice, or if she was removed and nobody is able to give me those answers, so I think that’s a 

clear demonstration of how not one person but three people have been let down.  I would like 

to think that they are safe, but equally I don’t have anything substantive to say that that’s 

what happened.  And I don’t doubt that she’s one of many.  What I found as well was that, 

when I was trying to speak with community people, nobody wanted to mention her anymore 

– ‘Right, that’s it, she’s gone, don’t talk about it, that’s it,’ – out of sight, out of mind, she no 

longer matters. 
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RANA: Why do so many mosques bow to the demands of the 

community and culture rather than the values of their religion? Why aren’t they supporting 

victims who come to them for help?  Nazmul Hussain is a trustee at the Jamia Mosque in 

Sparkhill, Birmingham, and an elected member of the Muslim Council of Britain.  He 

recognises the need for change. 

  

HUSSAIN: In this area, in Birmingham, for example, the majority 

of the people who are grooming young girls are from a Muslim/Pakistani/Asian background, 

whatever way you want to term that.  We can’t hide away from that.  We can’t say it’s a 

racist slur against our community.  It’s a fact and it needs to be dealt with. A lot of the 

mosques would perhaps not even tackle these issues, and unless we can get them to open up, 

I mean, I myself have done a few khutbahs, which is the sermon on a Friday, talking about 

domestic violence, so it is being done, but not in the scale perhaps that we’d want it to be 

reflected. 

 

RANA: If you are talking about it in your mosque, do you think 

that’s an exception rather than the rule? 

 

HUSSAIN: It certainly is an exception.  There is not many 

mosques in this country that’s geared up to respond, and again, if you look at why that’s the 

case, you can’t blame them for that.  Firstly they have imams from abroad who don’t quite 

speak the language or understand the climate that we’re in or understand the issues that we 

face.  They need somebody to be trained, they haven’t got the facilities for that.  They need 

somebody who is UK born, who has qualified in the UK.  They can’t afford that.  So it’s not 

surprising for me then to actually see why that’s not being provided.  What can you really 

expect?  But I think that’s not to be used as an excuse for these mosques not to do anything.  

There’s a lot of goodwill.  I mean, the religion mandates it for them to do something. 

 

RANA: Haroun Khan is the Deputy Secretary General of the 

Muslim Council of Britain, the same organisation Nazmul Hussain belongs to.  Nationally it 

represents five hundred Islamic organisations, mainly mosques. 
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KHAN: The imams are there for a specific purpose and lots of 

things are being thrown on them to deal with, when they’re not really geared to be able to 

deal with those situations.  Marital issues, they have divorce issues, they have domestic 

violence issues, sexual abuse, and really the imams are not geared up for this. 

 

RANA: Do you think that’s a failing though on the part of the 

Islamic community?  If the imams are supposed to be there for spiritual guidance and if they 

are, as you say, not geared up for dealing with problems like that.  A member of the Muslim 

Council of Britain, Nazmul Hussain, told us that he believes a lot of imams are brought in 

from abroad and they don’t necessarily understand the problems and they’re not able to cope 

with them. 

 

KHAN: That’s true to some extent, but really, I mean, is it 

within their job description that these are the kind of things that they need to be dealing with?  

So I think, as a community, you know, the responsibility on us is, if we’re saying that we 

want this kind of imam, who can be all things to all people, then the community needs to fund 

it, because it’s not going to be funded by the Government.  But there are services already 

available to address these issues. 

 

RANA: Whilst services are available, they are very rarely used. 

The community doesn’t seem to trust the authorities and when some victims, like Imran, have 

taken their case to the police, they say information has leaked out.  In the wake of the Stephen 

Lawrence Inquiry, police forces set up Independent Advisory Groups, or IAGs, to help them 

engage with more diverse sections of society.  The police in many of the cases we’ve looked 

at, have turned to these groups for advice, as they did in Imran’s case. 

  

IMRAN: They were asking the Independent Advisory Group, 

what would the community say?  Is it the police force versus the Asians like a group?  What 

will people say?  Well they shouldn’t have been asking anybody, they should be doing their 

job.  And the IAG, I mean, there was a lot of people involved who were in that community, in 

that group, who were connected to the mosque and they were going and telling them what 

was happening, so it was already leaking out what I was talking about even before it came out 

publicly.  So there was a leak somewhere, it was going back to the Asian community and 

they were getting told what was happening with the case. 
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RANA: How do you know it was a leak?  I mean, how do you 

know it wasn’t stuff that people were just talking about? 

 

IMRAN: Because there were things said that nobody knew but 

me and the police force. 

  

RANA: In your statement? 

 

IMRAN: Yes, in the statement.   

  

RANA: It seems that, unintentionally, the police often end up 

consulting community leaders, who may be the very people who, culturally, want to suppress 

cases that they believe bring shame to their community. 

  

ACTUALITY AT KARMA NIRVANA CONFERENCE 

 

MANOTA: … so we’re going to have a Q&A session at the end.  I 

just want to share this quote with yourselves: that cultural acceptance does not mean 

accepting the unacceptable.  So always …. 

 

RANA: I’ve come to Leicester to observe a training session run 

by Karma Nirvana, a group that offers help for victims of honour-based violence and forced 

marriage, which is trying to raise awareness of these issues amongst the police force and local 

authorities.  Anup Manota represents the group and he is aware of other cases where 

information provided to the police has been leaked. 

  

MANOTA: We have had experience where this has happened.  As 

we work nationally, you know, it is sad to say that, you know, you do see that and you see 

breaches within professional boundaries as well.  People have access to files when a certain 

victim has left a, you know, a city to another city and somehow they are located. So that is 

why it is quite important that the people who are involved keep everything confidential and 

we use people who we trust. 
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ACTUALITY AT CONFERENCE 

 

BANNISTER: And the one thing I know you know is that we need 

victims to come forward, and we need the information and intelligence …. 

 

RANA: One of those speaking at the conference was the 

Assistant Chief Constable of Leicestershire Police, Roger Bannister.  Does he think the police 

sometimes put community concerns ahead of the victim? 

  

BANNISTER: I would find that example a little bit unusual.  It is not 

my experience here locally. Policing tells me that that balance between victims, family and 

the wider community is very difficult to sort of work round - and I say that with experience of 

managing major crime incidents within very, very tightknit communities.  It can be really, 

really challenging. Is there a national policy around how we manage this together with 

communities?  There isn’t, I don't believe.  Should there be?  I think that is probably a really 

good point and some sort of learning that I will take away, what is the way forward around 

trying to bring that consistency.  

  

RANA: As you said, homicide or abuse, you know, crimes 

which happen across society, but when they are in particular communities, are they treated 

differently, do you think?  

  

BANNISTER: No, I don’t think they are treated differently, but I 

would accept that some of the response from the police and possibly others could be more 

consistent, but it is just that balance between the victim’s needs and his or her wishes and 

those of the wider community which sometimes can be in tension.  

  

RANA: Do you think it is ever right for how it will affect the 

community to be the overriding consideration? 

  

BANNISTER: No is the short answer.  No.  I think taking into account 

the context of the community is important, but would it ever override a victim’s wishes or 

experience?  No, absolutely not. 
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RANA: In the meantime, victims are having to rebuild their 

lives without the help of their communities.  Sara is lucky enough to have her mother and 

siblings for support.  She described how she is gradually coming to terms with the damage 

done by the abuse she suffered at the hands of her stepfather. 

  

SARA: I used to feel just broken.  I did have bad days when I 

used to self-harm, sometimes when I have, I have overdosed and things like that, but I have 

stopped that now, because I don’t want him to win.  By doing all that, it’s like he is winning. 

 

RANA: How much of an effect has that period had on your life 

altogether? 

 

SARA: It is not going to go anywhere, it is always going to be 

there.  I hope me coming forward will encourage other girls to come out and speak about it 

and don’t worry what the community are going to say and think, because at the end of the day 

you are living for yourself, and as long as your heart is clean, your conscience is clean, don’t 

worry about anybody else.  And the people who look down at you need to look at themselves, 

because there may be people in their households going through the same things. 

  

RANA: Sara’s mother, Alia, knew she would be ostracised by 

the community if she spoke out about the abuse she suffered as a child, but she had hoped it 

would be different now. She says she is stunned by the attitudes of the younger generation 

and how little they’re changing. Her own son told her not to keep talking about what had 

happened, because if would bring shame on the family. 

  

ALIA:   My children were very close to their cousins, but they 

aren’t anymore, because the sad thing is, girls and boys the same age as my children are 

actually not talking about the incident.  They think we’re in the wrong, they won’t talk about 

it.  So that’s what’s worrying, that the younger generation is also behaving in the same way 

as my mum, and that’s the worrying side of things.  It’s like, well, why?  You actually would 

think that you were born and brought up here and you’d know the difference and you would 

talk about it and you’d be independent, but this whole business of the word ‘honour’ is still 

out there.  
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SCORER: I have to say I don’t yet see that generational change. 

 

RANA: Richard Scorer is a leading child abuse lawyer at Slater 

& Gordon in Manchester. 

  

SCORER: I suppose what is interesting is if you compare it with 

what happened in the Catholic church, twenty years ago we started to see allegations come 

out about abuse within Catholic churches, and there was certainly a generational shift there.  I 

had many Catholic clients who would say to me, ‘Well, I couldn’t report this until my parents 

were dead, but once my parents were dead I felt comfortable talking about it because there 

wasn’t that same sense of shame.’  I haven’t seen that generational shift within South Asian 

communities yet - if anything, I think the taboos and the pressures not to report abuse are as 

strong, if not stronger, than they ever were.  

  

RANA: It is very hard to know the real scale of this problem.  

We found a number of communities where people tell us abuse is rife, but there are no 

official figures for the number of cases of sexual abuse and grooming that are occurring 

within the Asian community, and not even the Crown Prosecution Service keeps a tally of the 

number of cases that come to them from different ethnicities.  Besides, as we have seen, 

because of the culture of honour and shame protecting these cases, only a very small 

proportion are even reported to the authorities.  Nazmul Hussain thinks the Muslim 

community needs to do more. 

  

HUSSAIN: There is a real deficit of leadership within the Muslim 

community, within the Asian community, within the Bangladeshi community, within the 

Pakistani community. We are not short of leaders, we are short of proper leaders.  Too many 

chiefs actually within the community, they haven’t got the leadership quality currently 

required to lead our community collectively.  The few people that you have with leadership 

quality, they are engaged in their work, so they’re a doctor or a teacher or whatever it is 

profession that they’re in, so they’ve got to do that 9 to 5, then they’ve got their own family 

and then they’ve got the issues of the community.  To ask the community to respond by itself, 

on its own whilst also facing unprecedented hatred and being maligned by the media, by our 

politicians, being crippled almost through that, because they’re constantly having to respond 

to those things, but at the same time there’s also a recognition there is a void of leaders who 
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HUSSAIN cont: can actually articulate the thoughts for the community, 

who can actually put forward suggestions and who can actually make those suggestions 

happen through plans and through action. 

  

KHAN: Well, we’re doing what we can.  You know, the 

leadership in the community can have an impact to a certain extent, but at the end of the day, 

I think the responsibility lies with those individual communities to bring about change 

themselves.  

 

RANA: Haroun Khan from the Muslim Council of Britain. 

 

KHAN: It’s a different picture wherever you go.  You can’t 

paint a general picture to say that the South Asian communities, Muslim communities in the 

northern cities are the same as what we’ve got in London or in the West Country, etc, and 

they do vary and they have their own particular issues.  Varying levels of governance and 

understanding about how things need to be done. 

 

RANA: Sure, but the Muslim Council of Britain, certainly 

according to the title, is supposed to be a national body.  It represents all of those parts of the 

country.  Should they not be doing more to try and work out what the individual problems are 

and to address them? Are you actually part of the problem?  Are you part of the deficit of 

leadership? 

 

KHAN: I mean, that’s really for our membership to judge us, 

whether we’re performing or failing. I think we do what we do, you know, to the best of our 

ability with the limited resources we have, so the majority of us in the leadership are all 

volunteers and we do it because we feel that we need to make our positions clear and to bring 

about the change – and a positive change.  So, you know, all the crimes that you’ve 

highlighted to me, we recognise them as crimes, and yes, change needs to happen.  So 

everything within our capacity and our ability that we’re able to do to bring about a change, 

we will do that. 
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RANA: Until attitudes do change, the barriers to reporting 

sexual abuse within the Asian community will remain extraordinarily high, and it will 

continue to be a hidden problem – at least until it rears its head again in the next big 

grooming scandal, when victims outside the community open a brief window on what is 

happening inside it.  
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