
ANGUS COUNCIL – Response to BBC Scotland’s news 
website survey  

1 - What is your total budget for the current financial year, 2010-11? What do 
you anticipate for the following two years? What would this mean in real 
terms?  These figures were in the Medium Term Financial Strategy approved 
by the council in June 2010. Table 1 on page 14 of the Appendix to Report 
484/10 shows the net budget before grant and council tax and the funding gap 
we’re projecting we need to fill. The figures in the MTFS are effectively cash 
terms, but in real terms were working to the COSLA planning assumption of a 
12% real terms reduction in grant funding over the next  three financial years. 

2 - What is the current number of staff? Have you already reduced the 
headcount and, if so, by how much? Where do you see staff numbers going? 
The number of staff can be a misleading figure to quote, due to the increase 
in part-time working. A more appropriate figure is budgeted full time 
equivalents. Our budgeted FTEs in 2010/11 is 4928.5, a reduction of 121 on 
2009/10. Further reductions into future years, through turnover and other 
causes, are highly likely given the financial position. These issues are, 
however, still under consideration at this stage. 

3 - Have you closed any schools - or do you currently propose to do so? If 
yes, please give details. Was money a factor? There has been a large 
investment in the school estate during the past few years, including the £50 
million PPP Carnoustie/Forfar schools project, and the building of new 
schools, such as Seaview Primary School in Monifieth and Isla Primary 
School, to replace old buildings no longer fit for purpose. No schools have 
been closed due to budgetary pressures in the last five years. 

4 - Have you closed any libraries, museums or sports centres - or do you 
currently propose to do so? If yes, please give details. A mobile library service 
replaced four part-time library buildings from 1 April 2010. No further closures 
are planned in the immediate future but all areas of council service will be 
scrutinised again in the search for the level of budget savings the council 
thinks it will be forced to make. 

5 - Have you cut the opening hours of any significant council run facility on 
economic grounds - or do you currently propose to do so? If yes, please give 
details. No, although we have cut hours on economic grounds in recent years 
budget savings exercises. The council continues to look at costs, usage and 
value for money across all its facilities and some adjustments on economic 
grounds have been made in past years. The position for future years is still 
under consideration. 

6 - Have you increased the charges for any council run service by more than 
inflation -  or do you currently propose to do so? If yes, please give details. All 
council charges for services are reviewed annually as part of the budget 
setting process. Budget proposals are only now being considered so it is too 
early to say what  changes will be made to council charges for next year. 



7 - Do you anticipate introducing charges for services which are currently free 
at the point of use? Budget proposals are only now being considered, so it is 
too early to say but the council must consider all possible options for 
balancing its budget in these unprecedented times. 

8 - Do you anticipate cutting either the roads maintenance budget or the 
winter maintenance budget? As question seven 

9 - Do you anticipate reductions to street cleaning or bin collections? As 
question seven 

10 - Would you consider turning off streetlights in the middle of the night to 
save energy or money? As question seven, although we have already piloted 
the dimming of street lighting during the night. 

11 - Are you considering cutting or reducing staff pay incrementals? No  

 


