
From: Jim.Mather.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
Sent: 30 July 2007 17:45
To: aileen.plumb@macdonald-hotels.co.uk
Subject: RE: Message from Donald Macdonald

************************************************************************
This message has been received from an external party and
has been swept for the presence of computer viruses.
************************************************************************
Aileen,

2nd attempt underway.

There will be an evening in Edinburgh when this can be done.

Regards

Jim

Jim Mather MSP
Argyll & Bute
Minister for Enterprise, Energy & Tourism
31, Combie Street, Oban
Argyll PA34 5HS
j im.mather.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
http://www.holyrood.tv/library.asp ?title=F estival%20ofDI020Politics%202006
&section=84
http://www.argyll-snp.com
http://www.snp.org
Tel. 01631-571-359

-----Original Message-----
From: Aileen Plumb [mailto:aileen.plumb@macdonald-hotels.co.uk]
Sent: Monday, July 30, 2007 3:38 PM
To: Mather J (Jim), MSP
Subject: Message from Donald Macdonald

mailto:Jim.Mather.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
mailto:aileen.plumb@macdonald-hotels.co.uk
mailto:im.mather.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
http://www.holyrood.tv/library.asp
http://www.argyll-snp.com
http://www.snp.org
mailto:[mailto:aileen.plumb@macdonald-hotels.co.uk]


Dear Jim

I was advised some weeks ago that you would welcome a discussion over dinner at a
convenient time. Since being told I have tried and failed to secure a date and hence this brief
note to you. I am aware that you have a very busy schedule... well documented in the
media...but I too would welcome an early discussion. Please let me know what your thoughts
are and I will arrange at your convenience both in terms of time and place.

Yours sincerely

Donald J Macdonald

Macdonald Hotels Gift Vouchers
Are you looking for the perfect gift for a loved one or someone special?
Macdonald Hotels vouchers can be used towards a luxury weekend away in over 45 hotels
across the United Kingdom, for a relaxing afternoon tea or even a special treat such as a
bottle of Champagne or dinner in one of our many award winning restaurants.

Macdonald Health and Beauty Vouchers
Alternatively you can purchase a Macdonald Health and Beauty voucher for use in over 10
beauty clubs and spas in the United Kingdom whether it is for an indulgent pamper day or a
few special treatments before a special occasion.

To purchase vouchers either contact our Gift Representatives on 0870 830 4819 or buy online
at www.macdonald-hote1s.co.uk

Macdonald Hotels Limited,
Registered in Scotland No. SC247423
Registered Office: Whiteside House, Whiteside Industrial Estate, Bathgate, EH48 lDJ.

This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual
named. If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this
e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately bye-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. E-mail transmission cannot be guaranteed to
be secure or error-free as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive
late or incomplete, or contain viruses. The sender therefore does not accept liability for any
errors or omissions in the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. Ifverification is required please request a hard-copy version.

**********************************************************************
"For latest news and information about all aspects of Parliamentary business, MSPs and our
work, visit the Parliament's website at http://www.scottish.par1iament.uk/.
For information about how you can visit the Parliament, go to
http://www.scottish.par1iament.uk/vli/visitingHolyrood/index.htm.

http://www.macdonald-hote1s.co.uk
http://www.scottish.par1iament.uk/.
http://www.scottish.par1iament.uk/vli/visitingHolyrood/index.htm.


Watch Parliamentary business live at http://www.holyrood.tv/ The information in this e-mail
transmission and any files or attachments transmitted with it are strictly confidential and may
contain privileged information. It is intended solely for the person or organisation to whom it
is addressed and if you are not the intended recipient, you must not copy, distribute, disclose
or take any action in reliance on it. If you have received this e-mail in error, please delete it
:trom your computer system and notify the sender as soon as possible. While this e-mail
message and attachments have been swept by the content filter software for the presence of
computer viruses, the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body does not guarantee that either
are virus-free and accepts no liability for damage sustained as a result of a virus. It is the
recipient's responsibility to ensure that the onward transmission, opening or use of this
message and any attachments will not adversely affect their systems or data or otherwise
incur liability in law."
**********************************************************************

http://www.holyrood.tv/


Scott SA (Susan)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Importance:

Attachments:

Doc4.doc (258 KB)

Hannah.Bardell@scottish.parliament.uk
29 October 2007 11:59
First Minister
FW: Correspondence from Donald Macdonald

High

Doc4.doc

************************************************************************
This message has been received from an external party and
has been swept for the presence of computer viruses.
************************************************************************

Hannah Bardell
Office Manager
Rt Hon Alex Salmond MSP
Gordon Constituency
84 North Street
Inverurie
Aberdeensh ire
AB51 4QX
01467 670070

..----Original Message-----
From: Aileen Plumb [mailto:aileen.plumb@macdonald-hotels.co.uk]
Sent: 24 October 2007 13:39
To: Bardell HM (Hannah)
Subject: Correspondence from Donald Macdonald
Importance: High

Dear First Minister

Please find attached a letter enclosing correspondence from Donald Macdonald. A hard copy will
follow in the post.

Thank you

Aileen Plumb
PA to Donald Macdonald

Macdonald Hotels Gift Vouchers
Are you looking for the perfect gift for a loved one or someone special?
Macdonald Hotels vouchers can be used towards a luxury weekend away in over 45 hotels
across the United Kingdom, for a relaxing afternoon tea or even a special treat such as a bottle of
Champagne or dinner in one of our many award winning restaurants.
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MACDONALD
HOTELS &. RESORTS

Tel: O/51J68J5207
Fox: OJ5068J5223

Email: (JD/lrmbtiilmacdona/d-holels co Irk
DJM/2007/oct/23/acp

23 OClober 2007

Mr Alex Salmond
Firsl Minister
Scol/ish Parliament
Edinburgh
Elf99 lSP

j)~ ~,
AvieltWre Highland Mountain Resorl

I lookforward to welcoming you to Aviemore later this week where 1hope you have a
successful conference and tin opportunity to relax, ifonly for a brief spell.

During your stay you will have the opportunity to see for yourself the progress we are
making and Ihave arrangedfor there 10 be a small exhibition outlining the proposed
tkvelopments for the next, crucial. phase. Approval for the latter has now become
critical and you will see from the attached letter, sent by the bank to Highland
Council this weeA; that we have until January 2008 to get the go ahead otherwise
their support will be withdrawn and lhe Re$Ort will be closed This will as the letter
states, result in significant job losses and have serious consequences for the local
community. 1am also altaching earlier letters which alerted the Council and others
to the need for urgent action.

II is mosl urifortunate that all our efforls over recent years should come to this but it is
now largely outwith my control and 1can only hope that the more enlightened
appro'ach you have laken since coming into office will. even 01 this late slage, bring
some sense 10 the matter. Iwill of course be willing to discuss Ihis matter further at
your convenience.

,e~ LO .I"

~~ .
DOnaldJMac~
Chairman

Encs

.. Macdonald Hotels Limited
"Whiteside House. Bathgate. West Lothian EH43 2RX

www.tnacdonaldhotch.co.uk

http://www.tnacdonaldhotch.co.uk


'*BANK OF SCOTLAND
CORPORATE

Strictly Private & Confidential

Richard Hartland, Esq.,
Head of Planning and BuiJdingStlludllrds,
The Highland Council,
Planning & Developmenl Service,
Glenurquhalt Road,
INVERNESS
IV3SNX

Dcar Richard

Avlemore Uilrhland ResortUmlted ("AIJR")

Corporate Banking
4'h Floor,
New Uberior House
1t Earl Grey Sireel
EDINBURGH
EH39BN

2300 October, 2007

I refer to previous correspondenco and various discussions with the Highland Council and
Caimgorm National Park planning officials on the outstanding plaMiD.g approvals for dIe
Resort.

On repeated occasions il has been made plain during discussions Ihat AHR is fmancially
conslrained at this time. J lint now obliged 10 make the BaQlc'!1 pQsition cleat. This ought
nollO be II surprise 10 the Council bearing ill mind the content of Peter Cummings'
letters, Ihe luost teeent being 31 August 2007 when be gIIve an ultimatum that approval
WIIS required by I November 2007 if this project WIIS to Ten1ainviable. Prior to Ihe latter
leiter there wa.~earlier colTespondencc fromPel.et CUmming!! which was read to Council
representatives by Donald Macdonald.

The Bank is not in the position to advance any more looney to AHR. This resort is losing
money at the rate of approximlltely £10,000 per day. Each pound of loss directly result'!
in 111\ increase in like amount of debt. The only roule out the culTent position is for cash to
be generated from property development gains or equity receipts from the panners.

Without the appropriate planning consents it is apparenl that no property developme.n.t
gains can be generated. The Balik will nol be making 8 furlber eq\lity injection until there
is II prospect of me tinlUlcial position being turned 8.round.

The only way to resolve Ihis is for the appropriate planning consenls to be granted within
the neXllwo months as intimated iuthe mastelpJan submitted 10 you. If this is not the
case then the Bank will have \10 option but to take action to mitigate its financial position.
This is likely to involve closure of Ibe company and the complete resort opcrati.on
including Ille retail, no later thall the middle of Jaml8.1')'2008 after New Year and
HOgn1ana}'guests have been looked after. 111i& will resull in Ihe loss of approximately
300 jobs. r know dlat this is a position eVCT)'Onewants to avoid however witho the
planning consents and appropriate progress it is the stark reality that we aU face.

www.bankofscotland.co.uk I~orporate

Partr:lwaoao..p.
B:afIk"~""'pln.
~" __ $CI01DOO.

~OfIot:-n.MftUIId.£dittC...,.."(H'I~
AI""'_" 'egallMrdar)tl1)
f'ftono.lkw •..• lwthlltift,

http://www.ba


'*' BANK OF SCOTLAND
CORPORATE

Y~'1'tb::
A!iw Seaton
Director of Corporate Banking

C,(:, David Green, Esq., Chainnan, CNPA
Alastair Dodds, Esq., Chief Executive, The Highland Council

www.bankofscotland.co.uk/corporato

P.M1 ~ HIJOS 0....0
s.:..t<kQI~pIf,
RtltiItetW1t1~cJ nulf!bW 8012'NJOO.
~"'~1"'Mwn'd.~"'EH11YZ,
~IINI~tltUlt
r..•.~~M~1·

http://www.bankofscotland.co.uk/corporato


Peter J. CummIngs
Chief executive, Corporate

31st AUgUst,2007

Mr Sandy Park
Convenor
Highland Council Headquarters
Glenurquhart Road
Inverness IV3 5NX

Dear Convenor

o
.HBOSplc
The Mound
EdInburgh
EH1 1VZ

Tel: 01312437033
Fax: 0131 2435566

It is a matter of some urgency which prompts me to write to you with
regard to the ongoing developments in Aviemore. Although not directly
involved in the many and various meetings on this matter I have been kept
fully informed by Donald Macdonald and my own staff.

The lack of progress in recent years has caused the Bank great concern.
Since the outset we have, I suggest, demonstrated great willingness to
support the project and have committed significant sums of money all of
which has resulted in tangible progress of a kind not previously achieved
by earlier developers. At present there is a large debt hanging over this
project which is no longer tenable and if the Bank is to maintain its
support we must have some indication that it is your intention to allow the
immediate start of phase two of the project to unlock the land designated
for housing and retail. It is the latter developments which will free up cash
to offset the current loan, the interest on which is negating any profit or
prospect of further investment.

As stated above the issue must be resolved; the only alternative being the
sale of our interests with all the attendant problems for the local economy
and its people. I trust this can be avoided but please understand we are
now beyond the point of further discussions; Donald and my people made
our position very clear some weeks ago and there can be no further delay if
our support is to continue and I seek your confirmation that the necessary
planning consents can be released by 1st November 2007.

Heos pic. RegfoIerodln _and No. SC218813. RogIoIoredOlll<e:Tho Mound. edinburgh EH1 1YZ. 11805 pic 100 hcldlog _ny,
oubaldlorf•• 01which ••.• _ end roau- by tho Finonciol SoMcoo Au1hoIily.



Scott SA (Susan)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Attachments:

Hannah. Bardell@scottish.parliament.uk
09 November 2007 11:52
First Minister
FW: Copy Correspondence in relation to Aviemore Highland Resort

Letter to G Johnston Ref AHR 6 November 2007.doc

Letter to G

ohnston Ref AHR 6. '************************************************************************
This message has been received from an external party and has been swept for the presence of
computer viruses.
************************************************************************

Hannah Bardell
Office Manager
Rt Hon Alex Salmond MSP
Gordon Constituency
84 North Street
Inverurie
Aberdeenshire
AB514QX
01467670070

-----Original Message-----
From: Aileen Plumb [mailto:aileen.plumb@macdonald-hotels.co.uk]
Sent: 07 November 2007 11: 19
To: Bardell HM (Hannah)
Subject: FW: Copy Correspondence in relation to Aviemore Highland Resort

Dear First Minister and Mr Swinney

Donald Macdonald has asked me to send to you for information, a copy of
the email below which Gordon Fraser sent to David Green, Chairman and
Jane Hope, Chief Executive of Cairngorm National Park Authority. Also
attached is a letter sent from Don McKee, Head of Planning for CNPA to
Gary Johnston.

Aileen Plumb
PA to Donald Macdonald

.•----Original Message-----
From: Aileen Plumb
Sent: Tuesday, November 06, 2007 3:33 PM
To: 'davidgreen@cairngorm.co.uk'; 'janehope@cairngorm.co.uk'
Cc: 'margaretsmith@cairngorm.co.uk'; 'gary@ghjohnston.com'; 'Alex
Pagett'
Subject: Message From Gordon Fraser
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[)ear David and Jane

As you will no doubt be aware, Don McKee participated in a conference
~all with Fergus Ewing MSP, Alex Pagett - PR Advisor Macdonald Hotels,
Gary Johnston - GH Johnston Architects and myself earlier today. I was
grateful that Don participated in what proved to be a difficult call.

Fergus Ewing requested and Don McKee agreed to provide a critical path
detailing all the steps to be taken for the approval of the Masterplan
and the time scales associated with each step. Fergus also suggested a
further meeting or call should take place on the morning of Friday, 9
November to review progress and it would be appreciated if one or both
of you would be able to attend the meeting or join a call.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely

R G ,Fraser
Finance Director

Macdonald Hotels Gift Vouchers
Are you looking for the perfect gift for a loved one or someone
special?
Macdonald Hotels vouchers can be used towards a luxury weekend away in
over 45 hotels
across the United Kingdom, for a relaxing afternoon tea or even a
special treat such as a bottle
of Champagne or dinner in one of our many award winning restaurants.

Macdonald Health and Beauty Vouchers
Alternatively you can purchase a Macdonald Health and Beauty voucher for
use in over 10
beauty clubs and spas in the United Kingdom whether it is for an
indulgent pamper day or a
few special treatments before a special occasion.

To purchase vouchers either contact our Gift Representatives on 0870 830
4819 or buy online at
www.macdonald-hotels.co.uk

Macdonald Hotels Limited,
Registered in Scotland No. SC24 7423
Registered Office: Whiteside House, Whiteside Industrial Estate,
Bathgate, EH48 1DJ.

This message contains confidential information and is intended only for
the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you should not
qisseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
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immediately bye-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and
,delete this e-mail from your system. E-mail transmission cannot be
.guaranteed to be secure or error-free as information could be
intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete, or
contain viruses. The sender therefore does not accept liability for any
errors or omissions in the contents of this message, which arise as a
result of e-mail transmission. If verification is required please
request a hard-copy version.

**********************************************************************
;"For latest news and information about all aspects of Parliamentary business, MSPs and our
work, visit the Parliament's website at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/.
For information about how you can visit the Parliament, go to
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/vli/visitingHolyrood/index.htm .
Watch Parliamentary business live at http://www.holyrood.tv/
The information in this e-mail transmission and any files or attachments transmitted with it are
strictly confidential and may contain privileged information. It is intended solely for the person or
organisation to whom it is addressed and if you are not the intended recipient, you must not copy,
distribute, disclose or take any action in reliance on it. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please delete it from your computer system and notify the sender as soon as possible.
While this e-mail message and attachments have been swept by the content filter software for the
presence of computer viruses, the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body does not guarantee
that either are virus-free and accepts no liability for damage sustained as a result of a virus. It is
the recipient's responsibility to ensure that the onward transmission, opening or use of this
message and any attachments will not adversely affect their systems or data or otherwise incur
liability in law."
**********************************************************************
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Gary Johnston
G.H.Johnston Building Consultants Ltd
Willow House
Stoneyfield Business Park
INVERNESS
IV2 7PA

Our Ref: H-CON-Aviemore
Your Ref:
Ask For: Don McKee
Direct Dial: 013397 53608
Email: donmckee@cairngorms.co.uk
Website: www.cairngorms.co.uk

6 November 2007
Dear Gary

Aviemore Highland Resort - Planning Applications

As promised, I am writing to you following yesterday's meeting to
confirm the position of CNPA in terms of processing a number of
active and imminent planning applications. In so doing you will
appreciate that this is without prejudice to any decisions that are
eventually taken by the CNPA Planning Committee.

Officers in the planning team have been in separate correspondence
with regard to the detail of the applications with a view to ensuring
that we have all of the information necessary to take reports to the
Planning Committee.

Assuming that we have all of the information to enable us to make a
recommendation to members, then it is our intention to take the
following applications to the Planning Committee on 14 December
2007 in Nethybridge:

04/120
05/304
05/306
06/395
07/343
07/347

AHR Supermarket - Outline
Tullochs Housing
Tullochs Housing
AHR Supermarket - Reserved Matters
AHR Road
AHR Gateway

mailto:donmckee@cairngorms.co.uk
http://www.cairngorms.co.uk


The CNPA Planning Committee Standing Orders make provision for
applicants, objectors and Community Councils to request to make a
presentation to Members. I assume that both you and Tullochs will
be making such a request.

I turn now to the proposed application for the "AHR Master Plan". I
understand that you hope to have this validated and registered by
The Highland Council early next Monday 12 November. If this is the
case, and THC formally notify the CNPA before noon on that day, then
the application will appear on the call in list for the Planning
Committee on 16 November 2007. In view of the scale of the
proposal and the range of development involved, it will raise issues of
significance for the aims of the Park and it is my opinion that call in
will be recommended.

In terms of processing this application I informed you that it would
not be possible to take it to the Planning Committee on 14 December
as there are consultations to be carried out and a full assessment to
be made on ,a range of complex issues. The application could not
therefore be legitimately processed within the timescale that you put
forward. For the record I had made this clear at our previous
meeting.

You informed me that our Convener had stated at a recent meeting
that this application could be considered on 14 December. I said
yesterday that I was sure you were mistaken and having discussed
the matter with him he has confirmed the position as set out in this
letter. In other words he gave no such undertaking.

If we have all of the necessary information, consultation responses,
and no substantive issues that require further discussion, then a date
in February 2008 is possible. The location of the site, previous
planning decisions, the allocation in the Badenoch and Strathspey
Local Plan and the draft allocation/policies in the Deposit Cairngorms
National Park Local Plan all indicate the expectations and potential for
the land in the resort. This must be some comfort for your client.

As I have said many times the CNPA is committed to a vibrant
Aviemore and is supportive of the role that AHR has to play in this,
but development has to take place within the context of the statutory
planning system and to reflect the aspirations of the adopted
Cairngorms National Park Plan. This requires proper consideration of
all proposals and earlier engagement by AHR in a dialogue with CNPA



and THC would have enabled many of these issues to have been
addressed within a more appropriate timescale.

The course of action that I have described above is evidence of the
CNPA commitment to play its part in the process and I hope that I
have clarified matters for yourself and your client. Please do not
hesitate to contact me if you require any further help.

Yours sincerely

Don McKee
Head of Planning

Cc Bill Hepburn Tullochs
Richard Hartland THC
David Green CNPA
Jane Hope CNPA



Heather Russell

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Heather

Aileen Plumb
09 November 2007 14:58
Gordon Fraser
Heather Russell
FW:Aviemore Follow Up Meeting

Can you read this to Gordon.
Aileen
-----Original Message-----
From: Lorna Bailey (mailto:Lorna.Bailey@highland.gov.uk] On Behalf Of Sandy Park-
Member
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2007 2:41 PM
To: Aileen Plumb
Cc: Alistair Dodds; Richard Hartland
Subject: RE: Aviemore Follow Up Meeting
Thank you for the email of the 7th November inviting Alistair Dodds, Richard Hartland
and I to attend a follow up meeting to that which took place on the 26th October,
2007. I am also responding on behalf of Alistair and Richard.
We are always keen to help and, indeed, as you know we attended meetings on the 26th
July and 26th October to discuss the configuration and timing of the road in relation
to amending the terms of the Section 75 signed by AHR as part of the original
masterplan for the site.
At the last meeting on 26 October chaired by Fergus Ewing MSP, the Minister for
Community Safety, accompanied by Jim Mather MSP, Minister for Enterprise, Energy and
Tourism, we felt that progress was made on a way forward having confirmed that
positive consideration would be given to any request to amend the current legal
agreement. However, it was understood by all that this would require to be considered
and debated at the earliest opportunity by the CNPA Planning Committee in respect of
the new planning applications and by the Council in respect of the road agreement.
I fully understand the importance of AHR to the local economy and I am of the view
that matters are being progressed as quickly as possible.
Given the above information it would be helpful to know what the purpose of, and
agenda for, any meeting would be. Subject to confirmation of the purpose of, and the
agenda for, the meeting, Alistair and I would be available to meet 'at 4 pm on Friday 7
December 2007. However, you will appreciate that I must ensure I do not compromise
myself in relation to future planning issues.

Yours sincerely
Sandy Park
Convener
The Highland Council

-----Original Message-----
From: Aileen Plumb (mailto:aileen.plumb@macdonald-hotels.co.uk]
Sent: 07 November 2007 17:46
To: janehope@cairngorms.co.uk; davidgreen@cairngorms.co.uk; douglas.yule@hient.co.uk;
Richard Hartland; duncan@mackellars.co.uk; sandy.cumming@hient.co.uk;
james.gibbs@hient.co.uk; Sandy Park- Member; Alistair Dodds; Gordon Fraser; Alex
Pagett; gary@ghjohnston.com; Don McKee; Andrew_Seaton@bankofscotland.co.uk
Cc: Lorna Bailey; Carol Waterfield; Heather Russell; Murina Anderson: Tracey;
norman.will@scottish.parliament.uk; Heather Russell
Subject: Aviemore Follow Up Meeting
Importance: High

mailto:mailto:Lorna.Bailey@highland.gov.uk]
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Dear All

I have been asked to set up a follow up meeting to the one which took place in
Aviemore Highland Resort on Friday 26 October. Fergus Ewing will again chair the
meeting which will take place at AHR and his office has given me the following dates
which would suit his diary. I would be grateful if you could revert back to me by
Friday, 9 November by noon with the dates which would suit your diaries best please:

Monday 26 November

Friday 30 November

Friday 7 December

Between 11.30 am and 2.30 pm

morning

morning or after 3.30 pm

I look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you

Aileen Plumb
Tel: 01506 815207

Macdonald Hotels Gift Vouchers
Are you looking for the perfect gift for a loved one or someone special?

Macdonald Hotels vouchers can be used towards a luxury weekend away in over 45 hotels
across the United Kingdom, for a relaxing afternoon tea or even a special treat such
as a bottle of Champagne or dinner in one of our many award winning restaurants.

Macdonald Health and Beauty Vouchers
Alternatively you can purchase a Macdonald Health and Beauty voucher for use in over
10 beauty clubs and spas in the United Kingdom whether it is for an indulgent pamper
day or a few special treatments before a special occasion.

To purchase vouchers either contact our Gift Representatives on 0870 830
4819 or buy online at www.macdonald-hotels.co.uk

Macdonald Hotels Limited,
Registered in Scotland No. SC247423
Registered Office: Whiteside House, Whiteside Industrial Estate, Bathgate, EH48 IDJ.

This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual
named. If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or
copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately bye-mail if you have received
this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. E-mail transmission
cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free as information could be intercepted,
corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete, or contain viruses. The sender
therefore does not accept liability fOr any errors or omissions in the contents of
this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is
required please request a hard-copy version.

This email has been scanned by Netintelligence
http://www.netintelligence.com/email

Highland 2007: the year Scotland celebrates Highland culture www.highland2007.com
Gaidhealtachd 2007: a' bhliadhna a chomharraicheas Alba cultar na Gaidhealtachd
www.highland2007.com Unless related to the business of the Highland Council, the views
or opinions expressed within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not
necessarily reflect those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this
e-mail form part of any contract unless so stated.

Macdonald Hotels and Resorts have won two awards recently, the AA Hotel Group of the
Year 2007-8 and the National Customer Services Award for Leisure and Tourism.
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Message

Scott SA (Susan)

From: Hannah.Bardell@scottish.parliament.uk
Sent: 13 November 2007 15:55
To: First Minister
Subject: FW: Note from Gordon Fraser - AHR

Importance: High
Sensitivity: Confidential
Attachments: Sandy Park email.pdf

•••• *********************************.**********************************

This message has been received from an external party and

has been swept for the presence of computer viruses.

***********************************************************************.

Hannah Bardell
Office Manager
Rt Hon Alex Salmond MSP
Gordon Constituency
84 North Street
Inverurie
Aberdeenshire
ABS1 4QX
01467670070

-----Original Message-----
From: Heather Russell [mailto:heather.russell@macdonald-hotels.co.uk]
Sent: 13 November 200715:41
To: Bardell HM (Hannah)
Subject: FW: Note from Gordon Fraser - AHR
Importance: High
Sensitivity: Confidential

Page 1 of3

Dear All,
Mr Macdonald has asked that I forward you a copy of Gordon's note to Fergus following the meeting on
Friday and to mention that we are extremely grateful for all that Fergus has done for us.
Kind regards,
lieather Russell
Secretary to R G Fraser, Finance Director
il 01506815245

~ 01506815223
email: hrussell@macdonald-hotels.co.uk

From: Heather Russell
Sent: 12 November 200712:13
To: 'Fergus.Ewing.msp@scottish.parliament.uk'
Cc: Aileen Plumb
Subject: Note from Gordon Fraser - AHR
Importance: High
Sensitivity: Confidential

26/02/2008
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mailto:[mailto:heather.russell@macdonald-hotels.co.uk]
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Message Page 2 of3

Fergus
Once again thank you for attending the meeting at CNPA with us on Friday evening. To get the agreement of
Don McKee and Jane Hope to have the Masterplan on the table at their meeting on 14th December 2007 is a
huge step forward and we certainly could not have reached that point without your assistance.
As you are aware Aileen Plumb is attempting to set up a follow up to the meeting held in Aviemore 26th

October 2007. I attach a copy of an email that Aileen has received from Sandy Park, Convenor, Highland
Council. Given the progress that was made on Friday it is my view that we should just let everyone get on
with their tasks and that the follow up meeting should be scheduled for after the 14th December CNPA Board
Meeting, sometime during the week commencing 17th December - would you agree to this and would your
diary allow?
Donald returns from his charity trip abroad on Wednesday and I will discuss matters in detail with him then. If
you would be available for a brief chat with Donald at any time on Wednesday then that would be appreciated.
Kind regards
Gordon

Macdonald Hotels Gift Vouchers
Are you looking for the perfect gift for a loved one or someone special?

Macdonald Hotels vouchers can be used towards a luxury weekend away in over 45 hotels
across the United Kingdom, for a relaxing afternoon tea or even a special treat such as a bottle

of Champagne or dinner in one of our many award winning restaurants.
Macdonald Health and Beauty Vouchers

Alternatively you can purchase a Macdonald Health and Beauty voucher for use in over 10
beauty clubs and spas in the United Kingdom whether it is for an indulgent pamper day or a

few special treatments before a special occasion.

To purchase vouchers either contact our Gift Representatives on 0870 830 4819 or buy online at
www.macdonald-hotels.co.uk

Macdonald Hotels Limited,
Registered in Scotland No. SC247423

Registered Office: Whiteside House, Whiteside Industrial Estate, Bathgate, EH48 lDJ.
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**********************************************************************

"For latest news and information about all aspects of Parliamentary business, MSPs and our work, visit the Parliament's
website at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/.

For information about how you can visit the Parliament, go to
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/vli/visitingHolyrood/index.htm.

Watch Parliamentary business live at http://www.holyrood.tv/

The information in this e-mail transmission and any files or attachments transmitted with it are strictly confidential and may
contain privileged information. It is intended solely for the person or organisation to whom it is addressed and if you are
not the intended recipient, you must not copy, distribute, disclose or take any action in reliance on it. If you have received
this e-mail in error, please delete it from your computer system and notify the sender as soon as possible.

While this e-mail message and attachments have been swept by the content filter software for the presence of computer
viruses, the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body does not guarantee that either are virus-free and accepts no liability
for damage sustained as a result of a virus. It is the recipient's responsibility to ensure that the onward transmission,
opening or use of this message and any attachments will not adversely affect their systems' or data or otherwise incur
liability in law."
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-----Original Message-----
From: Henderson K (Kirstie) On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment
Sent: 29 November 2007 18:48
To: Grant RA (Richard)
Subject: SEPA Report - for Aviemore Mountain Resort Planning application

Richard

Fergus Ewing has spoken to the Cabinet Secretary today regarding the above.

He understands that Aviemore Mountain Resort (AMR) require to obtain from SEPA
a flooding report about the application, and that this must be in the hands of the
Cairngorm National Planning Authority (CPNA) tomorrow (30 November).

Both Mr Ewing and Mr Lochhead consider this issue to be critical.

Mr Ewing has been informed that SEPA have a two week turn around period, but his
constituents need to supply this flooding report to the CNP A tomorrow.

AMR Engineers are to provide their information and report to SEP A tomorrow, and
require SEPA to deal with it ASAP (tomorrow) at the Elgin office.

The Cabinet Secretary has promised Mr Ewing that he will ask the Chief Executive of
SEPA to arrange for the Elgin office to handle this tomorrow, and has asked if you
could please chase SEPA up on it as soon as possible tomorrow morning.

Grateful if you could please arrange for this to be done.

Thanks.

Kirstie

Kirstie Henderson
Assistant Private Secretary to Richard Lochhead MSP
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment
St Andrews House
Regent Road
Edinburgh



--~-~Original Message-----
From: Grant RA (Richard)
Sent: 30 November 200709:39
To: 'Spray, Chris'
Cc: Gemmell, Campbell; Hooper I (Ian); Irvine RN (Bob)
Subject: FW: SEPA Report - for Aviemore Mountain Resort Planning application

Chris

We spoke about the request below from Mr Lochhead's office. You
agreed to follow this up.

I would be very grateful if you could let me know whether you are able to
provide the report as requested and, if this is not possible, the reasons for
this and when it will be supplied.

Thanks

Richard Grant
Deputy Director, Environmental Quality Directorate - Waste and Pollution
Reduction Division

Room 1.J/23, Victoria Quay

Edinburgh EH6 6QQ

Tel: 0131-244-0235



-----Original Message-----
From: Grant RA (Richard)
Sent: 30 November 200712:13
To: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment
Cc: MasonJK (John); Hooper I (Ian); Irvine RN (Bob); MackinnonJG (Jim); Otton F (Felix)
Subject: RE: SEPAReport - for Aviemore Mountain Resort Planningapplication

Kirstie

I have now received the attached response (set out in full below) from
SEPA's Director of Environmental Science which explains the position and
you may wish to pass this on to Mr Lochhead and to Mr Ewing's office.

The key points are:

• SEPA has not yet received the flood risk assessment for the Master Plan
on which it would comment;

• SEPA has been told that it will be handed in to their Elgin office this
afternoon and SEPA has made arrangements for its staff to look at it over
the weekend;

• SEPA has arranged meet the consultants at midday on Monday to provide
feedback.

Further to our conversations this morning, I can update you on this situation. The development in
question at Aviemore is a complex one and a high profile one, involving some 15 separate
elements. It also covers an area where there have been a history of flooding in the past and local
residents have expressed their concerns about this. As I understand it, this particular request
refers to the process of dealing with flood issues that might arise from this development - in the
form of comments that will be requested from SEPA as to the potential risk of flooding that
development at the site might cause, either on the site itself or to properties elsewhere down or
upstream. It would be normal practice for SEPA to receive and comment on a flood risk
assessment produced by the developers. As I write, SEPA has not even yet received a flood risk
assessment for this Master Plan. We understand that we should be receiving this some time this
(friday) afternoon and that it will be delivered to our local Elgin office. I also understand that the
applicants have secured an extension to the time by which they have to have details returned to
the Cairngorms National Park, but only to the immediate Monday. We have arranged to look at
what we are given over the weekend, and to meet with the Consultants at midday on Monday, to
give then our feedback on their flood risk report. Clearly, having not even seen it yet, we cannot
say anything about its completeness, the appropriate (or otherwise) use of data, models and other
information, or indeed the quality of the report itself. All of these, and other technical aspects will
need to be considered in drafting our response. We have though agreed to give them an
immediate heads up as to any potential areas of concern if we can. Flood risk assessment is a
crucial part of our roles as the national flood warning authority and hydrometric authority for
Scotland, and a key part of our planning and environmental protection role. In asessing such
applications, we have to be mindful of the need to ensure that such developments do not risk
increasing the risk of flooding to other properties elsewhere, as well as on the site itself. This can
be a complex issue, especially for large sites with a history of flood issues, and the risks of getting
it wrong could be costly; to property and potentially even human life in the future. We shall
endeavour to work on this with the utmost speed, once we receive the report.

Richard Grant
Deputy Director, Environmental Quality Directorate. Waste and Pollution



-----Original Message-----
From: Otton F (Felix)
Sent: 30 November 2007 16:30
To: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment
Cc: MasonJK (John); Hooper I (Ian); Irvine RN (Bob); MackinnonJG (Jim); Grant RA (Richard); RobertsonRP

(Richard)
Subject: RE: SEPAReport - for AViemoreMountain Resort Planning application

Kirstie

As requested, attached is a reply for Mr Lochhead to send to Mr Ewing on this
issue, as is appropriate for what is essentially an enquiry on a constituency matter.
Given the urgency that Mr Ewing attached to this, the reply should issue as soon as
possible.

Aviemore Aviemore
ntain Rescue - Ontain Rescue - 0

Thanks.
Felix

Felix Otton
SEPA& Pollution Team
Environmental Quality Directorate
1-J(N)
VQ
tel: 40402
fax: 40245
felix.otton@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

mailto:felix.otton@scotland.gsi.gov.uk


Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment
Richard Lochhead MSP

T:08457741741
E: scottish.ministers@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

Mr FergusEwing MSP
The ScottishParliament
EDINBURGH
EH99 1SP

~
The Scottish
Government

30 November 2007

. You contacted me about Aviemore Mountain Resort's planning application and SEPA's role
in providing a flood risk assessment ofthe proposals.

I understand that the proposed development at Aviemore is a complex one and covers an area
where there has been a history of flooding in the past. I also gather that local residents have
understandably expressed their concerns about possible flood risk associated with the
development. SEPA have an important role to playas the national flood warning authority
and hydrometric authority for Scotland in commenting on the flood risk assessment produced
by the developers, which will need to assess the potential risk of flooding at the development
site itself, and to properties elsewhere, down and upstream.
SEPA had not yet received the developer's flood risk assessment or other paperwork
associated with the proposals by midday on Friday 30 November. I understand SEPA had
been told to expect to receive it later on Friday at their Elgin office, and when it arrives they
will give it urgent attention, in order to provide comments to the developers as early as
possible. In assessing the report, SEPA will need to consider a number of issues, including
the comprehensiveness of the report, and the technical appropriateness of the data, models
and other information used in the report.
The risk of flooding is an increasingly important issue for communities, particularly in the
light of climate change. I'm sure you will agree that it is essential that SEPA carry out a
thorough review of the flood risk assessment of the Aviemore development, to ensure proper
consideration of the risks to property and life.

RICHARD LOCHHEAD

mailto:scottish.ministers@scotland.gsi.gov.uk


From: Richard,Grant@scoUand.gsi.gov.uk

Sent: 06 December 2007 17:00

To: Reid. Allan

Cc: Gemmeli. Camphell; Bayes, Colin; Inglis, Tom; Spray, Chris;
Felix.Otton@scoUand.gsi.gov.uk '

Subject: RE: leIter 10 Mr McKee, Cairng~rms National Park Authority

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Orange

Allan

ThanKs. I did ask Felix to alert you to the further developments this afternoon, but I hope
you also got the message that this was simply for your information and that we were
seeking to clarify the position with the Cabinet SecretalY·s office. That I have now done
and they have confirmed that our Cabinet SecretalY is not looking to fOl:you to take,
any further action at this time. '

Richard' (;rant
Deputy Director, Environmental Quality Dire~torate - Wast~ anq P()U~!tiQnR~q!,ic~ion
Division
Room 1J/23, Victoria Quay
Edinburgh EH6 6QQ
Tel: 0131·244·0235

-----Origlnal Message-----
From: R~ld, Allan [mallto:l\lIan.Reld@sepa.org.ukl
Sent: 06 'December 2007 15:27
To: Grant RA (Richard)
Cc: Gemmell, Campbelli Bayes, Colini Inglis, Tom; Spray, Chrisi Otton F (Felix)
$ubject: RE: Letter to Mr McKee, Calrngorms NatIonal.Park AuthorIty· .

**~**************************~*************************************,

This enuiil has b~enreceived from an extemal party and

has been swept for the presence of computer viruses.

*************************************************************.*****
Richard,

mailto:,Grant@scoUand.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:Felix.Otton@scoUand.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:[mallto:llIan.Reld@sepa.org.ukl


J spoke with Felix Olton earlier this afternoon when you were at the Parfiament and have been
made aware of the ongoing concerns raised by Fergus.Ewing MSP in retation lo Aviemore.

A$ you are aware, SEPA has done more than would normally be required at thts slage and
has turned around the response in an extremely tight timescale: something which
unfortunately, the consultants were unable to achiev~, However, as you will appreciate, we

. would consider it inappropriate ·to remove all objections at this stage of the process as SEPA
is required to offer a consistent, proportionate and professional response in such
circumstances and we must take cognisance of aUenvironmental and public health risks.

Tom Inglis also spoke with Felix directly this afternoon and has confirmed the detail of our
communicalion with the National Park Authority and other key players in this matter. r am sure
that this is of value to Scottish Government at this time.

Regards,

AJ/an

. .. .. .-•..... -. -..-------...-. --..-.--"
From: Richard. Grant@scotland.gsi.gov.uk (ma IIto :Rlchard.Grant@scotland.gsi.gov.uk]
Sent: 04 December 2007 18: 18
To: Reid, Allan
Cc: Gemmell, Campbell; Bayes,.Colin; rng);s, Tom
Subject: R.E:letter to Mr McKee, Calrngorms National Park Authority

Allan

Many thanks for letting me see a copy of your reply. ~will make sure that the
Ministerts office is aware that this has now been s.ent. .

I note that Campbell is minded to write to me. I think it lIlight be helpful if we could
have a word first' before any letter is sent so that we are both clear about the letter/e
mail and its intend,ed purpose. If you are preparing this for C~mpbell perhaps you
could give me a.ring tomorrow. :

Richard Grant
Deputy Director, Envir~l'Imental Quality Directorate· Waste and·Pollution Reduction
Division
Room 1J/23, Victoria Quay
Edinburgh EH6 6QQ
·Tel: 01~1.244·0235

{.

mailto:Grant@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:Rlchard.Grant@scotland.gsi.gov.uk]


Sent: 04 December Z007 15:29
To: Grant RA (Richard)
Cc: Gemmell, Campbell; Bayes, Colin; [ngUs, T-om

'Subject: Lelter to Mr McKee, Calrngorms National Park Authority

•••••••• ** •• *••••••••••••••••••• ****••***••••••, ••-••••****** ••• ***

This email has been received, [rom an extcmal party and

has been swept for the presence of computer viruses .

•••• *****,••*.,••*••,••_*,••-._--_ ••••_••**.**.****._**-*~*.*** ••**
Dear Richard,

Please find attached a cqpy pf our response to ,Ihe Cairngorms Nationa! Park Authority 'regarding the
flood risk issue concerned with the development at AI/femore,

Ar;, you are ;3ware, SEPA received the consultant's report on yesterday and there are gaps within the
report which require further information orasse$smenl. However, SEPA has turned:around 'the request
to deal with this in an extremely short timescale in [he interests of cooperation and e,xcellent ser\fic~'
provision. Our ultimate position must be reserved, however, pending submission of full details ta SEPA,

\
Our Chief Executive will be writing to you under separate cover regarding Ihe other issues surrounding
this response, which relate largely to the requirement for SEPA to repriorilise key work at very short
notice and the selting at precedent in relation to intervention in such mailers.

II is m~ understa'nding that the external parties are very pleased with SEPA's pragmatism and speedy
response.

I<indest regards,

Allan,

Allan Reid
Head of Nallonal Environmenlal Proleclion and ImproVemel11
Erskine Court
Caslle Business Park
Slirling
FK9 4TR

ameli: alllm.r.eI!l®.s/:.Ra.Qf9.lIk, ,



-----Original Message-----
From: Fergus.Ewing. msp@scottish.parliament.uk [mailto: Fergus.Ewing.msp@scottish.parliament.uk]
Sent: 06 December 2007 11:57
To: Pre 2007 Minister for Environment and Rural Development
Cc: Richard. Lochhead. msp@scottish.parliament.uk
Subject:

*****************************************************,*** •••••••• **.*** ••
This message has been received from an external party and
has been swept for the presence of computer viruses .
•••••••••••• *•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _•••••••••• ******•• ******••••

Dear Richard,

Aviemore Mountain resort. - URGENT

I have the letter from SEPA of the 4rth December. Unfortunately this letter
does not deal with the all the matters which are the subject of applications
by my constituents company advisors. It does not deal with all the
applications effecting the resort.

I am told that SEPA have in fact asked for further reports in connections
with some matters for which planning consen~ has been sought. These,
I am advised, may be inrelation to matters which could have been, and
possibly should have been raised at a much earlier stage. However, my
concern is not to pursue that issue now, but rather to ensure that all
matters are not dealt with by the deadline which I am told is relevant -
namely this afternoon at close of play.

Unless these applications can be dealt with by close of play today, the
advice that I am receiving is that the CNPA officials would be obliged to
recommend refusal to these applications.

I gather that SEPA have asked for further reports for these applications,
and that this may be a difficulty. What I would please ask is that the SEPA
office make contact with my constituents advisor, Mr. Gary Johnston, now
to see if this matter can be resolved by agreement.

I would not raise this issue unless it were of the utmost importance.

I am making no comment on the merits of the applications, but hope that
they can be considered by the CNPA on the 14th December, as it is
imperative for my constituents that the applications be dealt with on this
date.

I understand that Mr. Inglis at the local SEPA office has been helpful in
dealing with my clients advisor, but do feel that there may be some
misunderstanding here about the need for speed in dealing with all
applications for the plans at the resort this month.

mailto:msp@scottish.parliament.uk
mailto:Fergus.Ewing.msp@scottish.parliament.uk]
mailto:msp@scottish.parliament.uk


Yours sincerely

Fergus Ewing MSP
Inverness East Nairn and Lochaber.



-----Original Message-----
From: Grant R (Rhoda), MSP
Sent: Thursday, December 06, 2007 4:35 PM
To: Lochhead R (Richard), MSP
Subject: SEPA - Aviemore Highland Resorts Ltd
Importance: High

I wrote to you earlier today regarding an report that SEPA are
required to submit in order that the Cairngorm National Park
Board can consider this planning application at their meeting
on the 14th of December.

All other issues are being dealt with, or are in the process of
being dealt with, however the SEPA problem appears to be more difficult.

I would appreciate it if you would put some pressure on SEPA to
find a solution to this problem and find a way forward - if
they fail to do this the whole development is at risk.

A solution needs to be found to enable SEPA to recommend
approval with conditions. I understand this may not be totally
straight forward but I am sure that it is not beyond their ability.

Best wishes

Rhoda



Scott SA (Susan)

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Importance:

Attachments:

grant.pdf (830 KB)

Birrell M (Michael) on behalf of First Minister
06 December 2007 17:35
DG Environment; DG Economy; PS/Transport Scotland
Forsyth M (Malcolm); Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change; Cabinet
Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment; Minister for Environment; First Minister;
Rooney M (Maureen); Ferguson DJ (David) (Planning); Swanney JE (Ed); Hudleston E
(Erika); Dowell S (Steve)
URGENT-letter from Rhoda Grant MSP re planning application by Aviemore Highland
Resorts Ltd.- 6 December

High

grant.pdf

DG Environment, DG Economy and PS/Transport Scotland,

Please see attached letter from Rhoda Grant MSP to the First Minister. In the letter, Ms Grant
says that there was a deadline of 5pm today for Transport Scotland and SEPA to submit reports
on a planning application. Could you please advise the First Minister's office about this issue
urgently?

Thanks

Michael

Michael Birrell
Correspondence Secretary
Office of the First Minister
0131 2443081

-----Original Message-----
From: Scottish_ Government_ Scanning@scotland.gsLgov.uk
[mailto:Scottish _ Government_ Scanning@scotiand.gsLgov.uk]
Sent: 06 December 2007 16:46
To: Birrell M (Michael)
Subject: Delivery of Scanned document

Your recently scanned document grant.pdf is attached.
To store this document in Objective, select 'Actions', 'Store Attachment In Objective' from the
Outlook menu.

This document was scanned on 06/12/2007 16:45:54
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-----Original Message-----
From: Osowska F (Francesca) On Behalf Of First Minister
Sent: 06 December 2007 19:07
To: Mackinnon JG (Jim); Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment
Cc: First Minister; Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change; Minister for
Environment; PS/Transport Scotland; Forsyth M (Malcolm); Ferguson DJ (David)
(Planning); Swanney IE (Ed); Hudleston E (Erika); Dowell S (Steve); Rooney M (Maureen);
Donaldson I (Ian)
Subject: FW: URGENT-letter ftom Rhoda Grant MSP re planning application by Aviemore
Highland Resorts Ltd. - 6 December
Importance: High

Jim,

Further to the e-mail below, the First Minister has also had a letter from Mary Scanlon MSP
and has discussed with Fergus Ewing MSP.

Mr Ewing explained that the planning application by Aviemore Highland Resorts is the
subject of five separate planning applications. His understanding is that SEPA have to date
provided two reports which have allowed two of the applications to progress but have been
asked for a further report which has not yet been provided. Mr Ewing considers that it is this
which is holding up the planning decision.

The First Minister would like to know what his locus to intervene is in this case given he has
been approached by a cross party group ofMSPs. He would also be grateful for any
information that you have on the actual planning application.

Lesley,

The First Minister would like a meeting with Campbell Gemmell, Chief Executive of SEPA,
tomorrow at Bute House, to try to expedite this issue. Grateful for views as soon as possible
(before 10:00 tomorrow). The First Minister would also like to know the name of the
outgoing Chair and the incoming Chair (whom he appointed) and the date that the new Chair
will take up his appointment.

Please send replies to the First Minister's mailbox.

Mo - grateful if you could keep an eye on this as I am in meetings most of Friday morning.

Thanks.

Francesca
Principal Private Secretary to the First Minister
x45218



-----Original Message-----
From: Hay A (Anne) On Behalf Of MackinnonJG (Jim)
Sent: 07 December 2007 08:55
To: First Minister; Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the

Environment; Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate
Change; Minister for Environment; PSrrransport Scotland; Forsyth
M (Malcolm); Ferguson DJ (David) (Planning); McNairneyJ
(John); SwanneyJE (Ed); Hudleston E (Erika); Dowell S (Steve);
RooneyM (Maureen); Donaldson I (Ian)

Subject: URGENT- Letter from Rhoda Grant MSPre PlanningApplication
by Aviemore Highland Resorts Ltd - 6 December.

Please see note from Jim Mackinnon.

Thanks - Anne

«File: I had Dinner last night with the Leader and Director of
Highland Counci1.doc»

Anne Hay

PS to Jim Mackinnon
Planning Directorate
3-H26
Victoria Quay
01312440771

I had Dinner last night with the Leader and Director of Highland Council.

This saga dates back to 2003-04 when a masterplan for the resort was approved by
Highland Council. A legal agreement required the developer to construct an access
road. This has not been done and the developer continues to prevaricate.

There are 5 applications now with the Cairngorm National Park Authority for decision
next Friday. Papers to go out today.

Planning officials here will check the up to date position but I understand there are
outstanding issues related to road safety and risk of flooding. This is not like the
Trum ro osal in that there are no radical differences of view in the Park Authority.

I strongly recommend against call in but would be happy to act as honest broker if
the parties agreed that would be helpful.

There are wider issues relating to the role of agencies in the planning system which I
discussed with Mr Swinney and Mr Lochead this week. We will be taking these
forward early in the New Year.



-----Original Message-----
From: Ward L (Lesley) On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Rural

Affairs and the Environment
Sent: 07 December 2007 09:52
To: Mackinnon JG (Jim); First Minister; Cabinet Secretary for

Rural Affairs and the Environment; Minister for Transport,
Infrastructure and Climate Change; Minister for Environment;
PS[Transport Scotland; Forsyth M (Malcolm); Ferguson DJ
(David) (Planning); McNairney J (John); Swanney JE (Ed);
Hudleston E (Erika); Dowell S (Steve); Rooney M (Maureen);
Donaldson I (Ian); Cabinet Secretary for Finance and
Sustainable Growth; Minister for Environment

Subject: RE: URGENT - Letter from Rhoda Grant MSP re Planning
Application by Aviemore Highland Resorts Ltd - 6 December.

PS/First Minister

Copy as above

Further to my conversation with Francesca last night I can
confirm that both Mr Russell and Mr Lochhead have been
in contact with SEPA and have received assurances that
they have turned round the reports required of them as
swiftly as possible. In fact Mr Lochhead received a note
from Donald Macdonald stressing that SEPA had been most
helpfuL (see attached)

Both the Cabinet Secretary and the Minister feel that they
have pursued this issue as far as it is appropriate for them to
do so and both are confident that SEP A have fulfilled the
role required ofthem as a statutory consultee to this
application. Neither the Minister nor the Cabinet Secretary
feel that there would be merit in a further call or meeting to
SEPA.

Mr Russell has said that he will be happy to speak to the
First Minister about this if he wishes to discuss the issue
before taking a final decision on whether to call a meeting
with Campbell Gemmell.

Mr Russell and Mr Lochhead cleared the lines in the
attached e-mail to go out in response to the correspondence
from MSPs on this issue, I would be grateful if you would
confirm whether the First Minister would be content with
this. If so I would propose amending the first line to refer to
the correspondence to all Ministers, (I understand Mr
Swinney has also received representations) this would
hopefully address the concerns of those who have been in
touch on this issue.

Grateful for your view

Best regards



LeIsey
«Message: Aviemore Highland Resorts»

«Message: FW: Message from Donald Macdonald: Re
SEPAJAviemore Issue»

In addition Francesca asked for the names of the outgoing
and incoming SEPA Chairs these are - outgoing - Sir Ken
Collins - incoming - David Sigsworth.

Lesley Ward
Private Secretary to Richard Lochhead, MSP
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment
(T) 0131 2444456
(M) 07818 014 300
(F) 0131 2444458



-----Original Message-----
From: Osowska F (Francesca) On Behalf Of First Minister
Sent: 07 December 2007 10:36
To: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment; MackinnonJG (Jim)
Cc: First Minister; Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change; Minister

for Environment; PSfTransport Scotland; Forsyth M (Malcolm); FergusonDJ
(DaVid) (Planning); McNairneyJ (John); Swanney JE (Ed); Hudleston E (Erika);
Dowell S (Steve); RooneyM (Maureen); Donaldson I (Ian); Cabinet Secretary for
Financeand SustainableGrowth; Minister for Environment

Subject: RE: URGENT- Letter from Rhoda Grant MSPre Planning Application by Aviemore
Highland Resorts Ltd - 6 December.

Lesley, Jim,

Thanks for the information that you have both provided. I have spoken to the
First Minister who has said that:

1. He would like to speak to Mr Russell on this issue at 1130. I have alerted Mr
Russell to this and we will organise the call from our end.
2. He is still minded to speak to have a meeting with the Chief Executive of SEPA
today, to discuss this and wider issues around SEPA. While we will continue to
discuss the appropriateness of such a meeting with the First Minister, I would be
grateful if you could ensure that Mr Gemmell is aware that this meeting is a
possibility.

I would be happy to discuss.

Francesca
Principal Private Secretary to the First Minister
x45218



Scott SA (Susan)

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Colleagues,

McNairney J (John)
07 December 2007 10:38
Mackinnon JG (Jim); First Minister; Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the
Environment; Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change; Minister for
Environment; PS/Transport Scotland; Forsyth M (Malcolm); Ferguson DJ (David)
(Planning); Swanney JE (Ed); Hudleston E (Erika); Dowell S (Steve); Rooney M
(Maureen); Donaldson I (Ian)
Hooper I (Ian); Dowell S (Steve)
RE: URGENT - Letter from Rhoda Grant MSP re Planning Application by Aviemore
Highland Resorts Ltd - 6 December.

Following Jim's note I have spoken with the Head of Planning at Cairngonn National Park Authority, the
key points on the current applications are that:-

• Five applications will be put to Committee next Friday, four will be recommended for deferral and
one will be recommended for approval

• The recommendations for deferral are based on objections from SEPA who have yet to be satisfied
that the developments can proceed without exacerbating a local flooding issue. A flood risk
assessment provided this week was not considered sufficient and further infonnation has been sought
from the applicant. This could be provided over the next few days.

• The application being recommended for approval is in relation to a master-plan for the remainder of
the site covering a mix of retail, office, housing and tourism uses. Those recommended for deferral
relate to two housing applications (one for 140 houses, the other for 20 houses) an outline
application for a 45,000 sq ft supennarket and a detailed application for a 30,000 sq ft retail
application, this last being deferred on design grounds as well as the SEPA concern.

• The Head of Planning, Don McKee, has stressed that as an authority they are trying to promote a
positive outcome and have written to the agents for the developer indicating that they consider that
all issues are capable of resolution. Much depends upon the level of infonnation needed to support
the applications and to date there has been delay on the applicant's part in providing some of this.

• Should members locally approve any of the applications with an outstanding objection from SEPA
the applications would then be notified to Scottish Ministers

Either Jim or I will be happy to talk through any ofthe above points further with Colleagues.

John McNairney
Assistant Chief Planner
Planning Directorate

Ext 47528

-----Original Message-----
From: Hay A (Anne) On Behalf Of Mackinnon JG (Jim)
Sent: 07 December 2007 08:55
To: First Minister; Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment; Minister for Transport,
Infrastructure and Climate Change; Minister for Environment; PSjTransport Scotland; Forsyth M (Malcolm);
Ferguson DJ (David) (Planning); McNairney J (John); Swanney JE (Ed); Hudleston E (Erika); Dowell S (Steve);
Rooney M (Maureen); Donaldson I (Ian)
Subject: URGENT - Letter from Rhoda Grant MSP re Planning Application by Aviemore Highland Resorts Ltd -
6 December.

Please see note from Jim Mackinnon.

1



Thanks - Anne

«File: I had Dinner last night with the Leader and Director of Highland Council.doc»

Anne Hay

PS to Jim Mackinnon
Planning Directorate
3-H26
Victoria Quay
0131 2440771

2



-----Original Message-----
From: Mackinnon JG (Jim)
Sent: 07 December 2007 10:48
To: First Minister; Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the
Environment
Cc: Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change;
Minister for Environment; PS/Transport Scotland; Forsyth M
(Malcolm); Ferguson DJ (David) (Planning); McNairney J (John);
Swanney JE (Ed); Hudleston E (Erika); Dowell S (Steve); Rooney M
(Maureen); Donaldson I (Ian); Cabinet Secretary for Finance and
Sustainable Growth; Minister for Environment
Subject: RE: URGENT - Letter from Rhoda Grant MSP re Planning
Application by Aviemore Highland Resorts Ltd - 6 December.

Francesca

There does seem to be a difference between what the Head of
Planning at the CNP A is saying about the flooding issue where
more information is apparently required and the assurances Mr
Lochhead and Mr Russell have received.

Jim



Message

Scott SA (Susan)

Page 1 of3

From:
Sent:

To:
Cc:

Rooney M (Maureen) on behalf of First Minister

07 December 2007 11:33

Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment

Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change; Minister for Environment;
PS/Transport Scotland; Forsyth M (Malcolm); Ferguson OJ (David) (Planning); McNairney
J (John); Swanney JE (Ed); Hudleston E (Erika); Dowell S (Steve); Rooney M (Maureen);
Donaldson I (Ian); Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable Growth; Minister for
Environment

Subject: FW: AVIEMORE HIGHLAND RESORT

Attachments: header.htm

Not printed. Anne

All,

For information, please see below briefing note on the Aviemore development applications as
commissioned by Fergus Ewing.

Mo.

-----Original Message-----
From: Tracey [mailto:tracey@ghjohnston.co.uk]
Sent: 07 December 2007 11:03
To: First Minister
Cc: Osowska F (Francesca); fergus.ewing.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
Subject: AVIEMORE HIGHLAND RESORT

***********.*** ••• ************.*********************** ••• ****** ••• *
This em ail has been received from an external party and

has been swept for the presence of computer viruses.

*.** •••• ******.*****.***************.***** ••••••• *.************.***

AVIEMORE HIGHLAND RESORT APPLICATIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT AT AVIEMORE

BRIEFING NOTE

We have been asked by our clients to provide a summary of the issues still preventing the planning
applications for the Aviemore Highland Resort housing and supermarket to be presented positively to the
Cairngorms National Park Authority on 14 December. Firstly we would advise that five applications have
been competently lodged and registered with the Planning Authority and they are :-

(a) Masterplan application for development of the remainder of all the brown field land within the
Aviemore Highland Resort ownership.
(b) An application for a bypass road running through the Resort.
(c) Application for housing. (161 houses (including 25% affordable).
(d) Application for reserved matters for 30,000 sq ft supermarket.
(e) Application for 45,000 sq ft supermarket (same site as 30,000 sq ft).

The issues with regards to the SEPA objections only relate to the supermarket application and the housing
application.

27/02/2008

mailto:[mailto:tracey@ghjohnston.co.uk]
mailto:fergus.ewing.msp@scottish.parliament.uk


Message Page 2 of3

The housing application was originally lodged for planning consent in December 2005. On 8 December 2005
SEPA confirmed that there were no flood issues relating to this site and any other outstanding issues could be
resolved through condition, therefore leaving this application to be determined favourably.

However the application could not be determined by the Cairngorms National Park Authority as there was still
the matter of the internal bypass route being constructed. It is only recently that agreement has been reached
with The Highland Council as Roads Authority as to how this road can be achieved. We asked the Planning
Authority to put this application forward to the Planning Committee on 14 December. SEPA decided to have
another look at the application and lodge a late objection based on the fact that some of the development was
now within the flood area of the adjoining burn.

Whereas the Masterplan application has the same burn included in it, SEPA were able to ask the Planning
Authority to put conditions on to any approval to address any flooding issues relating to the burn. Despite this,
they have maintained an objection to the hOUSingand supermarket applications. They have requested further
flood studies which have been undertaken by Aviemore Highland Resort, and this was submitted timeously to
SEPA. Since examining these reports last week SEPA have asked for a further flood study to take in the
adjoining Craig-Na-Gower Avenue, and this has involved our engineers in a considerable amount of extra
work. Notwithstanding this our engineers have given this priority but unfortunately by the time that the
information will be considered by SEPA it is past the date where the application can be duly considered by the
Planning Authority on 14 December therefore leading to a withdrawal of banking facilities to Aviemore
Highland Resort and leading to the closing of the Resort at the end of December. Whereas we would not
request that SEPA break any rules or give any unreasonable consideration to this matter, we are obviously
disappointed that this matter only came to light at the last minute and despite efforts by the engineers on the
Applicants side to provide sufficient information, SEPA have now sought to expand the area of study thus
holding up the whole process. We have also asked SEPA if they would withdraw their objection and ask the
Planning Authority to put conditions on any future approval that no development is to proceed within the flood
risk area, but this was denied.

Whereas we would not wish to be critical of SEPA, as they clearly have a duty to carry out and protect
existing residents, it is unfortunate that in the space of one month all other agencies including The Highland
Council and the Cairngorms National Park Authority have worked hard to produce favourable reports in time
for the 14 December. Unfortunately SEPA are the only body, we understand now, that is preventing these
applications going forward positively ..

Tracey Stoppard
Secretary to Gary H Johnston

G H Johnston Building Consultants
Ltd

Willow House
Stoneyfield Business Park

Inverness
IV2 7P A

Tel: (01463) 237229
Fax: (01463)243258

Registration No: 155154
Incorporated in Scotland

This message (including attachments) may contain information that is privileged, confidential or protected
from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that dissemination, disclosure,
copying, distribution or use of this message or any information contained in it is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this message in error, please immediately notify the sender by reply e-mail and delete this message
from your computer.

t!1 Consider the environment. Please don't print this e-mail unless you really need to.

This email was received from the INTERNET and scanned by the Government Secure Intranet anti-

27/02/2008
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virus service supplied by Cable& Wireless in partnership with MessageLabs. (CCTM Certificate
Number 2007/11/0032.) In case of problems, please call your organisation+s IT Helpdesk.
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal
purposes.

27/0212008



From: Felix.Otton@scotland.gsi.gov.uk [mailto: Felix.Otton@scotland.gsi.gov.uk]
Sent: 07 December 2007 12:47
To: Gemmell, Campbell; Inglis, Tom; Reid, Allan
Cc: Richard .Grant@scotland.gsi.gov.uk; Richard .Robertson@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Subject: URGENT: AVIEMORE HIGHLAND RESORTAPPliCATIONS
Importance: High

Campbell, Allan, Tom

Thank you for your support over recent days in responding very promptly to the
issues surrounding these applications. I understand Environment Minister Mike
Russell has spoken to Campbell this morning about the case. I assume the meeting
in Inverness this afternoon between SEPAstaff and the developer/consultants is
going ahead as a planned, with the intention of resolving, or clarifying the nature
of, outstanding issues.

You should see the briefing note below produced by the developer's consultants
and circulated to Ministers and other MSPs,which outlines the position from their
perspective. Could you please let us have a note as soon as possible (preferably
today) setting out SEPA's position on the various points made in this note,
to enable us to respond to any further enquiries we may receive on this case.

Apologies for adding to your workload in relation to this case, but you will
appreciate the importance of having the facts to hand for any further discussions
there may be.

Happy to discuss any of this.

Thanks very much!

Felix

Felix Otton
The Scottish Government
SEPA& Pollution Team
Environmental Quality Directorate
1-J(N)
Victoria Quay
EDINBURGH
EH6 6QQ

tel: 0131-244 0402
fax: 0131-244 0245
email: felix.otton@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

J work part-time Wed/Thurs/Fri.

rA Help save paper - do you need to print this e-mail?

mailto:Felix.Otton@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:Felix.Otton@scotland.gsi.gov.uk]
mailto:.Grant@scotland.gsi.gov.uk;
mailto:.Robertson@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:felix.otton@scotland.gsi.gov.uk


-----Original Message-----
From: Rooney M (Maureen)
Sent: 07 December 200714:42
To: First Minister; Minister for Environment
Cc: Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change; Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the

Environment; PSfTransport Scotland; Forsyth M (Malcolm); Ferguson DJ (David) (Planning);
McNairney J (John); Swanney JE (Ed); Hudleston E (Erika); Dowell S (Steve); Donaldson I (Ian);
Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable Growth; Minister for Environment; Mackinnon JG
(Jim)

Subject: RE: URGENT - Letter from Rhoda Grant MSP re Planning Application by Aviemore Highland Resorts Ltd - 6
December.

The First Minister and Mr Russell have discussed this matter.

The First Minister would like to it to be generally noted that:
• He is anxious that nothing should go wrong in respect of this application (in

particular job losses).
• If anything does go wrong, this should not arise from the action or inaction of

Government or its agencies.
• He has noted Jim MacKinnon's offer to act as an honest broker in this case,

and has made Mr Russell aware of this offer.

Weare aware that the First Minister and Mr Russell had a further conversation early
this afternoon, in the course of which this matter was resolved - it would be helpful if
Mr Russell's office could confirm/clarify this.

Thanks,
Mo.



-----Original Message-----
From: Mackay, Jim [mailto:James.Mackay@sepa.org.uk]
Sent: 07 December 2007 16:03
To: Otton F (Felix)
Cc: Inglis, Tom; Brown, Richard C; Reid, Allan
Subject: RE: URGENT: AVIEMORE HIGHLAND RESORT APPUCATIONS

*******************************************************************
This email has been received from an external party and
has been swept for the presence of computer viruses.
*************************************************************.*****
Dear Mr Otton,
Your e-mail was passed to me for response.

I understand that a response by 4pm is required and I am just out of a meeting with a
consultant (Richard Lashley working for a consultancy (Allen, Gordon & co) on
behalf of Tulloch Homes) working on the flood risk in relation to two planning
applications associated with the scheme and hence I apologise for any rough edges
to this hasty response.

I am pleased to say that I and our flood risk hydrologist Martin Boshoff had a very
positive meeting with Richard Lashley. We went through in detail our previously
stated information requirements in relation to flood risk, and in turn Richard
described the information he is putting together on flood risk to address these
concerns along with several additional measures to be provided by the schemes.
Richard is to pass to us the revised Flood Risk Assessment by Tuesday and we will
of course look at it immediately. Martin and I consider it highly likely now that SEPA
will be in a position to remove its objections to the housing scheme and the
supermarket scheme next week provided the issues as outline in our previous
response are addressed as discussed with Richard today. I shall e-mail Mr
Johnstone separately to inform him of this.

I would seek to clarify the correct position on numerous of the points made by Mr
Johnstone below. However, before doing so I would point out in relation to the
statement "it is unfortunate that in the space of one month all other agencies
including The Highland Council and the Cairngorms National Park Authority have
worked hard to produce favourable reports in time for the 14 December.
Unfortunately SEPA are the only body, we understand now, that is preventing these
applications going forward positively." SEPA has worked extremely diligently
immediately on receipt of flood risk information in order to provide timeous and
thorough comment. On the flood risk assessment received on 3 December, SEPA
assessed the material and provided a response on 4 December. Normally, SEPA
operates on a two-week planning consultation turnover period and it is unfortunate
that SEPA's efforts in this case have not been recognised.

Mr Johnstone states, in relation to planning application 05/306/CP
(05/00209/REMBS) Erection of 140 Houses, Horse Field, Aviemore that "On 8
December 2005 SEPA confirmed that there were no flood issues relating to this site
and any other outstanding issues could be resolved through condition, therefore
leaving this application to be determined favourably". This !s incorrect. SEPA was not

mailto:[mailto:James.Mackay@sepa.org.uk]


consulted on flood risk at this time, and in terms of the SEPNCoSLA protocol on
flood risk consultations SEPA does not comment on flood risk unless requested by
the planning authority or if it is otherwise brought to its attention. It was at this time
consulted on the drainage scheme (SUDS) for this site and responded on that date
to say (my emboldenment) "This proposal is acceptable to SEPA in terms of water
quality and it provides the required level of treatment for surface water run-offftom the
residential development.
SEPA notes that comments ftom Scottish Water, where appropriate, the Local Authority
Roads Department and the Local Authority Flood Prevention Unit should also be sought on
the SUDS strategy, particularly in terms of water quantity and adoption issues.
It is recommended that the Planning Authority satisfies itself as to the ability of downstream
culverts, drains and bridges to accommodate any changes in runoff ftom the proposed
development. It is also recommended that issues in connection with the adoption and
maintenance of the proposed SUDS are addressed prior to consent being granted."

Mr Johnstone states "They have requested further flood studies which have been
undertaken by Aviemore Highland Resort, and this was submitted timeously to
SEPA." It should be stressed that SEPA in its response dated 20 November 2007
requested Flood Risk Assessment. Rather than a timeous response, in fact the first
flood risk assessment was provided to SEPA at 10.48am on 3 December
approximately an hour before attending a meeting to discuss the site. SEPA
responded on the morning of 4 December having assessed the material in detail.

Mr Johnstone states "Since examining these reports last week SEPA have asked for
a further flood study to take in the adjoining Craig-Na-Gower Avenue, and this has
involved our engineers in a considerable amount of extra work." It is normal practice
for flood risk assessment to take into account potential impact of a development on
neighbouring properties and this should have been done, in accordance with
guidance on preparation of Flood Risk Assessments and Scottish Planning Policy
note 7.

Mr Johnstone states "Notwithstanding this our engineers have given this priority but
unfortunately by the time that the information will be considered by SEPA it is past
the date where the application can be duly considered by the Planning Authority on
14 December therefore leading to a withdrawal of banking facilities to Aviemore
Highland Resort and leading to the closing of the Resort at the end of December." In
fact, this information is due to be received by SEPA by 11 December and SEPA will
again assign this the highest priority in order to deal with it immediately.

Mr Johnstone states that "SEPA have now sought to expand the area of study" but
as stated, the assessment of impact on neighbouring properties should have been
an integral part of the submitted Flood Risk Assessment.

Mr Johnstone states "We have also asked SEPA if they would withdraw their
objection and ask the Planning Authority to put conditions on any future approval that
no development is to proceed within the flood risk area, but this was denied." It
would be inappropriate not to consider prior to permission being granted potential
impact through flood risk of a proposed development on existing communities. It
would also be inappropriate for a planning authority to impose conditions on a
development that could result in, in the worst case scenario, annul a permission, or,



more realistically, potentially require significant changes to layout or mitigation
measures. However, SEPA has worked exceptionally hard in this case to assess and
resolve flood risk issues thoroughly and rapidly in order to facilitate development
whilst at the same time ensuring that existing housing is not subjected to increased
flood risk.

I hope this clarifies the position in this case.

Jim Mackay
Planning Unit Manager, Environmental Partnership Unit,
SEPA, Dingwall Business Park, DingwalllV15 9XB
Direct line: 01349860315 Fax: 01349863987 email: Jim.Mackay@sepa.org.uk

mailto:Jim.Mackay@sepa.org.uk


Subject:

Sent:
To:
Cc:

-----Original Message-----
From: Ward L (Lesley) On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the

Environment
07 December 2007 16:53
Rooney M (Maureen); First Minister; Minister for Environment
Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change; Cabinet Secretary for Rural
Affairs and the Environment; PS/Transport Scotland; Forsyth M (Malcolm); Ferguson
DJ (David) (Planning); McNairney J (John); Swanney JE (Ed); Hudleston E (Erika);
Dowell S (Steve); Donaldson I (Ian); Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable
Growth; Minister for Environment; Mackinnon JG (Jim)
RE: URGENT - Letter from Rhoda Grant MSP re Planning Application by Aviemore
Highland Resorts Ltd - 6 December.

Mr Russell has spoken to both the First Minister and Campbell Gemmell at
SEP A this afternoon. Mr Russell's office are currently awaiting feedback from
a meeting that was taking place this afternoon on this subject which should
provide further clarity.

Once Mr Russell's office have this information they will minute out to this e-
mail grouping to bring everyone up to date and to discuss the way forward
from there.

Best regards

Lesley

Lesley Ward
Private Secretary to Richard Lochhead, MSP
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment
(T) 0131 2444456
(M) 07818 014300
(F) 0131 2444458



-----Original Message-----
From: Sutherland S (Scott) On Behalf Of Minister for Environment
Sent: 07 December 200717:59
To: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment; Rooney M (Maureen); First Minister
Cc: Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change; Grant RA (Richard); Cabinet Secretary for

Finance and Sustainable Growth; Minister for Environment; Mackinnon JG (Jim); Hooper I
(Ian); Minister for Environment

Subject: RE: URGENT - Letter from Rhoda Grant MSP re Planning Application by Aviemore Highland
Resorts Ltd - 6 December.

Importance: High

All

Further to Lesley's note below, the situation is as follows:

SEPA met with the developer's flood risk consultant this afternoon. They have
reached an agreement with the consultant about the additional information needed
to satisfy their concerns about the flood risk and which would allow them to
remove their objections. He has agreed to provide this by 11 December.

SEPA have also written to Gary Johnston of AHR to confirm this position.

The Park Authority planning officer is also expecting to be able to secure
resolution of the outstanding highways issues early next week. On receiving
confirmation ftom SEPA and the highway authority that their objections can be
satisfactorily resolved, the Park Authority planning committee will be able to
proceed with substantive consideration of the applications at their meeting on 14
December.

Hope that helps.

Scott Sutherland
Private Secretary to Michael Russell MSP
Minister for Environment
0131 2444425
07768 802 275

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to another official on behalf of a
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, Or a note of a Ministerial
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the primary recipient. Private Offices do not keep official
records of such e-mails or attachments.



-----Original Message-----
From: Otton F (Felix)
Sent: 07 December 2007 17:24
To: 'Mackay, Jim'
Cc: 'Inglis, Tom'; 'Brown, Richard C'; 'Reid, Allan'; 'Gemmell, Campbell'; Robertson RP (Richard);
'Reid, Allan'
Subject: RE: URGENT: AVIEMORE HIGHLAND RESORT APPliCATIONS
Importance: High

Jim

I would just like to thank you very much for dealing with this so promptly and for
this very comprehensive response which is exactly what we needed. Thanks you
also to Tom, and your other colleagues in SEPAfor your support in responding so
positively to the pressures surrounding this issue - I appreciate how much time it
will have taken you.

Thank you again.

Felix

Felix Otton
The Scottish Government
SEPA8: Pollution Team
Environmental Quality Directorate
1-J(N)
Victoria Quay
EDINBURGH
EH6 6QQ

tel: 0131-244 0402
fax: 0131-2440245
email: felix.otton@scotland.gsi.goV .uk

I work part-time Wed/Thurs/Fri.

rA Help save paper - do you need to print this e-mail?

mailto:felix.otton@scotland.gsi.goV


----"Original Message-----
From: Rooney M (Maureen) On Behalf Of First Minister
Sent: 10 December 200712:15
To: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment; Minister for Environment; First Minister
Cc: Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change; Grant RA (Richard); Cabinet Secretary for

Finance and Sustainable Growth; Mackinnon JG (Jim); Hooper I (Ian); Hudleston E (Erika)
Subject: FAO LESLEY - RE: URGENT - Letter from Rhoda Grant MSP re Planning Application by Aviemore Highland

Resorts Ltd - 6 December.

All,

Please find attached draft response to correspondence we have received on the Aviemore
Highland Resorts Ltd issue.

Appreciate if you could cast your eye over for your interests and let me have any comments
by 3pm - this will allow us to ensure the letter is in the First Minister's box this evening.

Thanks,
Mo.



Rt Hon Alex Salmond MSP
First Minister of Scotland

St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG
T: 0845 7741741

~
The Scottish
Government

December2007

I write in response to your letter of 6 December regarding a planning application by
Aviemore Highland Resorts Ltd. As you are aware the planning process regarding
this application is already underway and SEPA are a statutory consultee to this
process.

I have been informed that five planning applications relevant to the development will
be put to the Cairngorm National Park Authority's Planning Committee on Friday -
four will be recommended for deferral and one will be recommended for approval.
The recommendations for deferral are based on objections from SEPA who have yet
to be satisfied that the developments can proceed without exacerbating a local
flooding issue. A flood risk assessment provided this week was not considered
sufficient and further information has been sought from the applicant. SEPA have
assured me that their role in relation to this application is being taken extremely
seriously and treated as an immediate priority.

On transport issues, Transport Scotland responded by email to the Park Authority on
6 December recommending conditional acceptance of the Aviemore Highland
Resorts Ltd application in relation to trunk road issues.

The Park Authority have indicated that they are keen to promote a positive outcome
and have written to the agents for the developer indicating that it will be possible to
resolve all outstanding issues. Much depends upon the level of information needed
to support the applications and to date there has been delay on the applicant's part
in providing some of this.

I hope this information provides reassurance that the applications are being treated
as a matter of priority and clarification of the current state of play.

ALEX SALMOND



From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dear Ms Plumb

Waugh M (Melissa) on behalf of First Minister
07 January 2008 15:06
'aileen .plum b@macdonald-hotels.co.uk'
RE: Copy Correspondence in relation to Aviemore Highland Resort

Thank you for your email ofthe 07th November 2007 to the First Minister. The contents of this have been
noted.

Yours sincerely

Melissa Waugh
Office for the First Minister

-----Original Message-----
From: Hannah.Bardell@scottish.parliament.uk [mailto :Hannah.Bardell@scottish.parliament.uk]
Sent: 09 November 2007 11:52
To: First Minister
Subject: FW: Copy Correspondence in relation to Aviemore Highland Resort

************************************************************************
This message has been received rrom an external party and
has been swept for the presence of computer viruses.
************************************************************************

Hannah Bardell
Office Manager
Rt Hon Alex Salmond MSP
Gordon Constituency
84 North Street
Inverurie
Aberdeenshire
AB51 4QX
01467670070

-----Original Message-----
From: Aileen Plumb [mailto:aileen.plumb@macdonald-hotels.co.uk]
Sent: 07 November 2007 11:19
To: Bardell HM (Hannah)
Subject: FW: Copy Correspondence in relation to Aviemore Highland Resort

Dear First Minister and Mr Swinney

Donald Macdonald has asked me to send to you for information, a copy of the email below which Gordon
Fraser sent to David Green, Chairman and Jane Hope, Chief Executive ofCairngorm National Park
Authority. Also attached is a letter sent trom Don McKee, Head of Planning for CNPA to Gary Johnston.
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Aileen Plumb
PA to Donald Macdonald

-----Original Message-----
From: Aileen Plumb
Sent: Tuesday, November 06, 2007 3:33 PM
To: 'davidgreen@caimgorm.co.uk'; janehope@caimgorm.co.uk'
Cc: 'margaretsmith@cairngorm.co.uk'; 'gary@ghjohnston.com'; 'Alex Pagett'
Subject: Message From Gordon Fraser

Dear David and Jane

As you will no doubt be aware, Don McKee participated in a conference call with Fergus Ewing MSP, Alex
Pagett - PR Advisor Macdonald Hotels, Gary Johnston - GH Johnston Architects and myself earlier today. I
was grateful that Don participated in what proved to be a difficult call.

Fergus Ewing requested and Don McKee agreed to provide a critical path detailing all the steps to be taken
for the approval of the Masterplan and the time scales associated with each step. Fergus also suggested a
further meeting or call should take place on the morning of Friday, 9 November to review progress and it
would be appreciated if one or both of you would be able to attend the meeting or join a call.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely

R G Fraser
Finance Director

Macdonald Hotels Gift Vouchers
Are you looking for the perfect gift for a loved one or someone special?
Macdonald Hotels vouchers can be used towards a luxury weekend away in over 45 hotels
across the United Kingdom, for a relaxing afternoon tea or even a special treat such as a bottle of
Champagne or dinner in one of our many award winning restaurants.

Macdonald Health and Beauty Vouchers
Alternatively you can purchase a Macdonald Health and Beauty voucher for use in over 10
beauty clubs and spas in the United Kingdom whether it is for an indulgent pamper day or a
few special treatments before a special occasion.

To purchase vouchers either contact our Gift Representatives on 0870 8304819 or buy online at
www.macdonald-hotels.co.uk

Macdonald Hotels Limited,
Registered in Scotland No. SC247423
Registered Office: Whiteside House, Whiteside Industrial Estate, Bathgate, EH48 IDJ.

This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not
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Scott SA (Susan)

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Attachments:

Robertson RP (Richard)
29 January 2008 17:04
First Minister
Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable Growth; Cabinet Secretary for Rural
Affairs and the Environment; Minister for Environment; DG Environment; DG Economy;
Mason JK (John); Mackinnon JG (Jim); Grant RA (Richard); Hooper I (Ian); McNairney J
(John); Dowell S (Steve); Ferguson OJ (David) (Planning); Swanney JE (Ed); Jones HA
(Heather); Otton F (Felix); Hudleston E (Erika); Permanent Secretary
FMQs

Aviemore Highland Resort planning process - FMQs on 31 January 2008 - briefing.doc

I attach briefing for FMQs this week for the Aviemore Highland Resort planning applications.

Aviemore Highland
Resort plann .•.

Richard Robertson
SEPA Sponsorship and Pollution Team
Waste and Pollution Reduction Division
Environmental Quality Directorate
Ext 40179
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AVIEMORE HIGHLAND RESORT - PLANNING APPLICATIONS

ISSUE/CRITICISM

That Scottish Ministers inappropriately intervened in the planning
process concerning the proposed A viemore Highland Resort, and put
pressure on SEPA

LINES

• I received a number approaches from MSPs expressing concern
about the delay in determining the applications for the Aviemore
Highland Resort

• In response to these concerns I sought to clarify what involvement
public agencies had in advising on the proposed plans

• SEPA was a key player here - an important part of SEPA's role is
to ensure people and properties are not put at significant risk of
flooding from new developments

• Michael Russell spoke to SEPA's Chief Executive to clarify the
position in relation to SEPA's assessment of flood risk impacts

• SEPA's assessment was based entirely on environmental grounds
- Agency withdrew its earlier objection to the application only after
it had received a proper flood risk assessment from the developers

• Decisions on the planning applications were solely for the
Cairngorm National Park Authority. Ministers and officials did not
intervene in the planning applications, nor influence the outcomes.

• Cairngorms National Park Authority's handling of this planning
application demonstrated a commitment to moving things forward
while maintaining a thorough and professional approach

• It is extraordinary that Ministers should be criticised for responding
to urgent concerns raised by cross-party MSPs, and for taking
action to ensure that agencies of central government were not
unreasonably delaying the processing of a major planning



application which involved a potentially siQnificant investment in
the Highlands and the creation of a number of iobs .

• That is action for which the Scottish Government should receive
congratulations, not criticism.

BACKGROUND
On 29 November 2007, Fergus Ewing MSP contacted Richard
Lochhead about the need for urgency by SEPA in dealing with Aviemore
Highland Resort's planning applications.

On 6 December Rhoda Grant MSP and Mary Scanlon MSP separately
wrote letters to the First Minister and to Stewart Stevenson MSP
expressing concern about the delay in determining these applications
under consideration by Cairngorm National Park Authority for the
A viemore Highland Resort. Further correspondence on similar lines was
received from Danny Alexander MP on 11 December.

Their concerns included the need for SEPA and Transport Scotland to
provide reports on the planning applications to enable the authority to
determine the applications

SEPA had initially objected to the planning application by the Aviemore
Highland Resort for 140 houses at 'Horse Field', A viemore because of
the absence of a flood risk assessment for the proposal. Local residents
had already raised concerns with SEPA about the risk of flooding of their
properties.

From the plans submitted, and from SEPA's indicative flood map, it
appeared to SEPA that the development could encroach onto the flood
plain and result in greater flooding of existing properties. SEPA therefore
requested a flood risk assessment report to be produced. This was not
received until after the deadline for papers for the agenda of the
planning committee. It was, however, received in time for the committee
meeting itself on 14 December.

SEPA maintained its objection to the planning application until it
received a satisfactory flood risk assessment. The objection was
withdrawn on the basis of the technical information contained in that
assessment.



This issue was raised at the Local Government and Communities
Committee last week - see extract attached.

There was subsequent press interest (Sunday Herald and Sunday
Times on 27 January). Jackie Baillie has tabled 38 PQs. The following
parliamentary motion was tabled on 28 January -

S3M-1237 Dave Thompson (Highlands and Islands) (SNP): Welcome
Decision on A viemore Resort- That the Parliament welcomes the swift
action taken by the Scottish Government in response to representations
from a cross-party group of MSPs to address problems in the planning
process between the Scottish Environment Protection Agency, the
Cairngorms National Park Authority and developers of the A viemore
Highland Resort that allowed the Cairngorms National Park Authority to
take a decision on the potential expansion of the resort prior to
Christmas 2007; urges MSPs to allow the Scottish Government to
release correspondence on this matter, and welcomes the decision of
the Cairngorms National Park Authority to approve the development
preserving 300 essential jobs in the community.

Contact: Richard Grant
Waste and Pollution Reduction Division
Environmental Quality Directorate
Ext 40235

29 January 2008



Local Government and Communities Committee

Wednesday 23 January 2008

Extract

The Convener: So there are clear differences between being an MSP and being a
minister. I appreciate your answer.

If that is the case, why did Mr Swinney admit in a recent parliamentary answer that
you had involved yourself in a live planning application for the Aviemore highland
resort?

The First Minister: I involved myself in that planning application by making inquiries
about it because I was written to by a cross-party group of members of the Scottish
Parliament. I can furnish the committee with the letters and correspondence. Not
only was I written to, I was buttonholed by a number of those members in the
chamber and asked to reply to their letters as a matter of urgency. That is what I did.

The Convener: Do you see becoming involved in live planning applications as part
of your role?

The First Minister: Responding to MSP queries, as I did in the Aviemore highland
resort matter, was perfectly proper and above board and I would hope that any First
Minister would do that.

The Convener: How do you see yourself having a role in live planning applications?
Does someone have to write to you as First Minister, or pass a letter on? Is it only
when MSPs ask you? Is it through having a quick chat in the corridor? What criteria
determine when you get involved?

The First Minister: The constituency MSP -

The Convener: We are talking about your role as a minister.

The First Minister: I am coming to that. A constituency MSP who is also a minister
is bound by the ministerial code, but I believe that they also have a duty to represent
their constituents. If any MSP writes to me about a matter that is causing them
enormous concern, I would hope that I would reply to them timeously and help them
if I possibly can. Certainly, if MSPs asked me to get involved in an issue, that would
be an occasion when I would have to get involved. If we did not do that, the whole
process of ministerial meetings and MSPs writing to ministers would be rendered
redundant.

In more general terms, we should not get into the position where a minister, whether
the constituency MSP or not, is not free to argue for the best economic development
of Scotland, while keeping in mind the stipulations that are set out in the ministerial
code about what the planning minister or other ministers who are involved in
planning decisions can and cannot do. Given the response of some people to the



ministerial code, it seems that some sentences in the code might be better
expressed. Some people clearly misunderstand the difference between being a
constituency MSP and a minister and being somebody who is involved in the
decision-making process. However, pages 22 and 23 of the code deal exactly with
the circumstances under discussion. That is why I have been keen right through this
process to abide by both the letter and the spirit of the ministerial code. That is
exactly what I have done.

The Convener: Big questions have arisen to do with your involvement in some
organisation, and you have answered those questions as a constituency MSP, but
we are considering your role as First Minister in the light of the ministerial code. You
have not answered the questions on the criteria that determine how you would get
involved.

The First Minister: Convener, with respect, I have said that one criterion would be -

The Convener: We just drop you a line and have a chat, and you become involved
in live planning applications.

The First Minister: I would not express it as you have done, but thank you for
helping me. I would express it as follows: if I am the constituency MSP, I have a
bounden duty. That is for the reasons that I have already stated. As First Minister, I
have a duty - like any minister - to respond to MSPs who ask questions. That is
perfectly legitimate and has been done very many times by ministers. It would be
shocking if ministers did not respond to MSPs' queries. There is a general duty
within the context and the confines of the ministerial code that must be followed.
Scottish ministers should be promoting the best interests of the country, as long as
they stay within the requirements of the ministerial code - which are there for a
purpose.

The Convener: There are certainly some questions to answer, although we may not
have time to pursue them. You became involved in a live planning application in
Aviemore and you spoke to the Chief Planner on 7 December about Aviemore.
What did you say to him?

The First Minister: I can certainly help the committee by answering that. I asked
the Chief Planner about the status of the application and when it was coming up. I
asked him for information so that I could answer my correspondence with MSPs.

I am perfectly happy to help the committee by providing that information, if you
request it. I was not aware that you would move on to the Aviemore application, but
I can assure you that my activities in relation to the Aviemore application or to
anything else would follow precisely the stipulations of what I can and cannot do
according to the ministerial code.

The Convener: The Aviemore question was one of those that were included in
John Swinney's statement and your statement; a list of questions were answered at
that point. Did you ask the Chief Planner to do anything as a result of the
conversation at Aviemore?



The First Minister: I was not aware that you were going to pursue the Aviemore
question, but I certainly kept within the ministerial code in all dealings. I asked the
Chief Planner for information on the status of the Aviemore application and I asked
him about the relevant bodies. I did that so that I could reply to the MSPs who had
asked. Anything that I have done about Aviemore or anywhere else stayed exactly
within the confines of the ministerial code.

The Convener: Did the Chief Planner speak to any other of the statutory
consultees? Did he speak to the national park planning authority about the
application? Did he update you on those discussions?

The First Minister: I think that you had better ask the Chief Planner those
questions. If you wish to put any questions about this or any other matter to me, I
will be happy to assist you. However, you will understand that I have come along to
an evidence session about the Trump matter. Had you given me notice that you
wanted to ask these questions, I would have had the information available. I want to
be exact in all replies to the committee. I therefore suggest that you send the
questions on Aviemore to us. We shall answer you as best we can. However, I give
you an absolute assurance that anything that I have done in relation to Aviemore will
have been perfectly in line with the ministerial code and with what I am entitled to do
as First Minister in response to queries from constituency MSPs on a cross-party
basis.

The Convener: First Minister, I think that you should be expressing disappointment
to the people who prepared your brief and not expressing disappointment about the
questions that you are being asked.

Did you or the Chief Planner speak to the principal developer at Aviemore? Have
you spoken to him?

The First Minister: I have certainly not spoken - but, who is the principal developer?

The Convener: Mr Donald Macdonald. I thought you would have known that.

09:45

The First Minister: I have spoken to Mr Donald Macdonald in the past, but I have
not spoken to him for some time - certainly not since I received the letters from the
constituency MSPs. I know that you do not want to conduct a series of hearings on
all planning applications, but if you ask a series of questions, you will get a series of
answers. Anything that I have done has been within the terms of the ministerial code.

The Convener: I understand that it may be difficult for you to answer the questions
that we are asking this morning, because you have moved from the position of
asserting that, on Trump, you acted only as a constituency MSP to admitting that you
have intervened in another live planning application in your role as First Minister.

The First Minister: I am not admitting anything of the sort. On the Trump
application, I have done my job as a constituency MSP and was not involved in the
decision-making process. On Aviemore, although I am not the minister with



responsibility for planning, I acted as First Minister in response to letters that I
received from a cross-party delegation of MSPs. Everything that I have done on that
application is certainly within the terms of the ministerial code. If the committee
sends us a letter on the matter, that will be explained to it. I have done absolutely
nothing that I hope any First Minister or minister would not have done in the same
circumstances at the request of MSPs. One of the criteria for ministers responding is
that MSPs have asked them to,do so. That is exactly what ministers are doing.

Alasdair Allan: I have a question about procedure. Are we planning to extend the
remit of this agenda item, the timeframe for it, or both?

The Convener: We are seeking to establish whether the process has been
damaged. We are considering related issues in the planning process and whether
ministers are prepared to intervene in live planning applications. Today the First
Minister has indicated that he contacted the Chief Planner regarding the Aviemore
proposal and that he may have spoken to the developer. Something very similar
happened in relation to the Trump application, which we are investigating. The issue
of Aviemore was also raised in the questions attached to the statement that
Mr Salmond, the First Minister, and John Swinney, the Cabinet Secretary for Finance
and Sustainable Growth, delivered at their press conference. It is mentioned in our
briefing papers and we are entitled to ask questions about it.

The First Minister: I will respond in a number of ways. First, I am entitled to speak
to the Chief Planner to request information on a planning application when
constituency MSPs ask me to do so.

Secondly, when you asked me a question about which I had no foreknowledge, I
pointed out to you that I have not spoken to Mr Donald Macdonald since the MSPs
made their request. I did not need to, because I was informed of the processes so
that I could reply to the MSPs, which I did.

Lastly, I have the remit ·for the committee's inquiry in front of me. You may interpret
that as widely as possible, but it states that the committee agreed

"to take evidence on all aspects of the Scottish Government's handling of the
planning application for the Menie estate in Aberdeenshire and to examine the
decision making process of ministers and officials, the legal advice relied
upon and the transparency of their actions."

I should have thought that that would be sufficient unto the day but, to be helpful to
the committee, I will be delighted to answer in correspondence any further questions
that members have about any other planning applications. However, I assure you
that anything that I have done is within the terms of the Scottish ministerial code.

The Convener: We shall see. If we have achieved nothing else in the hours of
evidence that we have taken, we have shown that MSPs do not need to speak to the
First Minister to gain access to the Chief Planner. I wonder why they did not
exercise that right in this case. There are questions that need to be answered in
relation to the planning process for the Trump and Aviemore applications.



Kenny Gibson has made a late bid for a question. We will hear from him before
taking questions from guest members.
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DANNY ALEXANDER MP
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HOUSE OF COMMONS
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Alex Samond MSP
First Minister
Scottish Government
St Andrew's tiouse,
Regent Road

. Edinburgh
EH13DH

Fax to: 013124469'15

Dear First Minister,

UF j: let'.'t

OUr Raf: . $P2271
Your Ref;

Date: '11 December 2001

I am aware that you will recently have received letters from a number of local MSPs
regarding the pehding planning decision by the Caimgorms National Park on planning
application ns from the Aviemor'e Highla.nd Resort ..

I wish simply to underscore with you ttte absolutely vital economic importance of the
continued development of the Resort both to the Aviemore area and to the Highlands as a
whole. Given the current difficult economic circumstances, the decisions taken by the
CNPA this Friday will determine whether that development can continue to take place.

I am pleased that the CNPA is acting to ensure that any issues around the application are
dealt with as quickly as possible in accordance with the law. I welcome the steps by SEPA
to ensure swift re$ponses to their enquiries and am happy to hear that $EPA now feel that
their concerns have been addressed.

I would hope that your Government would continue to ensure that it$ departments respond
promptly to issues in relation to this application to enable the Park board to make an
informed decision, in t[1e best interests of the Park area and the wider economy. when
they meet on the 14th December.
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Rt Hon Alex Salmond MSP
First Minister of Scotland

st Andrew's House. Regent Road. Edinburgh EHl 3DG
T: 08457741741

Danny Alexander MP
House of Commons
London
SW1A OM

~
The Scottish
Government

/ rrL December 2007

I write in response to your letter of 11 December regarding proposed development
by Aviemore Highland Resorts Ltd. As you no doubt are aware, the five planning
applications were considered and approved by the Cairngorms National Park
Authority's Planning Committee last Friday, 14th December.

At the time ofthe papers issuing to the Planning Committee, there were unresolved
objections. In the interim, all concerned, including SEPA, Transport Scotland and
the Park Authority, did their utmost to progress consideration as expeditiously as
possible. A favourable recommendation was subsequently put to the Planning
Committee and decision taken to approve the applications.

I can reassure you that Scottish Government departments and agencies seek to
respond promptly on proposed developments of this nature to enable informed
decisions to be made.

ALEX SALMOND



The Scottish Parliament
Edinburgh
EH99 1SP

6 December 2007

Rt Hon Alex Salmond MSP
First Minister
Office of the First Minister
St Andrew's House
Regent Road
Edinburgh.
EH13DG

Dear Alex

Along with Fergus Ewing MSP and Rhoda Grant MSP, I met with Donald
MacDonald, Gary Johnston and partners in the MacDonald Aviemore resort
group.

A planning application for development at the resort was submitted ~tJ.tne
ago. I understand this application has been significantly delayed by SEPA,_
Transport Scotland, Highland Council and the Cairngorm National Park
Authority.

Unless some positive indication of support comes forward by 5.00pm, Friday
ih December, not only will the Highlands and Aviemore lose out on much
needed investment but the Bank of Scotland will pull out of the current
Macdonald resort venture which is losing over £10,000 a day.

It took many unsuccessful attempts to get the Aviemore resort to the world
class conference standard it is today. This could all be lost tomorrow due to
consistent delays by all the above-mentioned organisations in the planning
process. Following the 'Trump' decision this week, I fear that this event will
only send out another wrong message regarding business in Scotland.

Can I ask if you will use your offices to ensure that this project can continue to
build and flourish by contacting the architect at the earliest opportunity? (Gary
Johnston, Tel 01463 237229 or (m) 07774457123)

This is matter of great urgency and I seek you full co-operation in the matter.

Yours truly
('~"

0..__...~ \..J'.~
, .....--- t~'---

Mary Scqolon MSP
The Scottish Parliament
Edinburgh
EH99 1SP
marv. scanlon.msp@scottisll.parliament.uk

Constituency Office
37 Ardconnel Terrace

Inverness
IV2 3AE

mailto:scanlon.msp@scottisll.parliament.uk


Rt Hon Alex Salmond M$P
First Minister of Scotland

St .c,ndrew's House, Regent Hoad, EcJinburgh EH 1 :.:lOG
T: 0845 774 '1l4'1

Mary Scanlon MSP
Scottish Parliament
Edinburgh EH99 1SP

The Scottish
Government
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I write in response to your letter of 6 December regarding planning applications from
Aviemore Highland Resorts Ltd. SEPA are one of the statutory consultees to this
process, I understand that both SEPA and the Cairngorm National Park Authority,
as the planning authority, are doing their utmost to progress consideration as
expeditiously as possible.

I have been informed that five planning applications relevant to the development will
be put to the Cairngorm National Park Authority's Planning Committee on Friday. At
the time of the papers issuing to the Committee, there were unresolved objections
from SEPA in relation to flood risk management. SEPA have had a number of
discussions with the developer's representatives to ensure that they have a clear
understanding of what is required and I believe that the developer has agreed to
provide this information as matter of urgency to enable the application to be
progressed.

On transport issues, Transport Scotland responded by email to the Park Authority on
6 December recommending conditional acceptance of the Aviemore Highland
Resorts Ltd application in relation to trunk road issues.

Much depends upon the adequacy of the information needed to support the
applications. If the relevant information is forthcoming, the Park Authority Planning
Committee has indicated that it would be in a position to consider substantive
determination of the planning applications at its meeting on Friday, 14th December.

I hope this information provides reassurance that Government agencies are
providing the necessary responses to enable the Park Authority to progress its
decision making process as a matter of urgency. I have written in similar terms to
the other members who have raised this important issue on a cross party basis.

ALEX SALMOND
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Our Ref: RG/RT

Rt Han Alex Salmond MSP
First Minister
St. Andrews House
Regent Road
Edinburgh
EH13DG

06 December 2007

Dear Alex,

I have been made aware of a potential danger to the consideration of a planning
application by Aviemore Highland Resorts Ltd, who are seeking to take forward a
major redevelopment of the centre of Aviemore. This will bring major investment to
the local area and with it boost employment opportunities.

I have been advised that the application process is at a very important stage. While
the applications have been submitted, my understanding is that the Cairngorm's
National Park Authority will not be able to consider the application until SEPA and
Transport Scotland submit reports on the applications which have been submitted.

If the reports are not submitted by 5:00pm today, then the Park Authority will not be
able to consider the applications. I have been advised that there is the very real
possibility that the financial support for the plans may be in doubt as the banks may
foreclose by the end of this month if no further progress is made. Indeed this step
would lead to the banks pulling out of the existing development altogether, putting the
jobs and investment that has already been made in the resort, in jeopardy.

It is vital that urgent action is taken to ensure that the relevant reports ate submitted
in time, to ensure that the applications can be considered.

I would therefore be grateful if you could ensure that these reports are subn,itted by
the end of the day. For your information I have written in similar terms to Richard
Lochhead and Stewart Stevenson, given their responsibilities for SEPA and
Transport Scotland respectively.

I look .. .!

Room M 1:06, The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EtI99 1SP
Tel: 0131 3485766; Email: Rhoda.Grant.msp@seottish.parliamcnt.uk

mailto:Rhoda.Grant.msp@seottish.parliamcnt.uk


I look forward to your respom;e.

Yours sincerely,

RHODA GRANT MSP
Highlands and Islands

Room M 1:06, Thc Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP
Tel: 0131 348 5766; Email: Rhoda.Grant.msp@scottish.parliamcnt.uk

mailto:Rhoda.Grant.msp@scottish.parliamcnt.uk


Rt Hon Alex Sa!rnonci MSP
First Minister of Scotland

~;t/\ilc!rc:w's Houe,e,Regent Road, EdlnlJurgh EHI 3DG
T: 0845 7741 '741

Rhoda Grant MSP
Scottish Parliarnent
EdinburghEH99 1SP

The Scottish
Government
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I write in response to your letter of 6 December regarding planning applications from
Aviemore Highland Resorts Ltd. SEPA are one of the statutory consultees to this
process. I understand that both SEPA and the Cairngorm National Park Authority,
as the planning authority, are doing their utmost to progress consideration as
expeditiously as possible.

I have been informed that five planning applications relevant to the development will
be put to the Cairngorm National Park Authority's Planning Committee on Friday. At
the time of the papers issuing to the Committee, there were unresolved objections
from SEPA in relation to flood risk management. SEPA have had a number of
discussions with the developer's representatives to ensure that they have a clear
understanding of what is required and I believe that the developer has agreed to
provide this information as matter of urgency to enable the application to be
progressed.

On transpoli issues, Transport Scotland responded by email to the Park Authority on
6 December recommending conditional acceptance of the Aviemore Highland
Resorts Ltd application in relation to trunk road issues.

Much depends upon the adequacy of the information needed to sUPpoli the
applications. If the relevant information is forthcoming, the Park Authority Planning
Committee has indicated that it would be in a position to consider substantive
detelTnination of the planning applications at its meeting on Friday, 14th December.

I hope this information provides reassurance that Government agencies are
providing the necessary responses to enable the Park Authority to progress its
decision making process as a matter of urgency. I have written in similar terms to
the other members who have raised this important issue on a cross party basis.

.:';I -'
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ALEX SALMOND
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The Scottish parliamen
Edinburgt
EH991SF

6 December 2007

Stewart Stevenson MSP
Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change
The Scottish Parliament
Edinburgh
EH99 1SP

Dear Stewart

r'L::~;:t ~ •.• '-' " ~J
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Along with Fergus Ewing MSP and Rhoda Grant MSP, I met with Donald
MacDonald, Gary Johnston and partners in the MacDonald Aviemore resort
group.

A planning application for development at the resort was submitted some time
ago. I understand this application has been significantly delayed by SEPA,
Transport Scotland, Highland Council and the Caimgorm National Park
Authority.

Unless some positive indication of support comes forward by 5.00pm, Friday
ih December, not only will the Highlands and Aviemore lose out on much
needed investment but the Bank of Scotland will pull out of the current
Macdonald resort venture which is losing over £10,000 a day.

It took many unsuccessful attempts to get the Aviemore resort to the world
class conference standard it is today. This could all be lost tomorrow due to
consistent delays by all the above-mentioned organisations in the planning
process. Following the 'Trump' decision this week, I fear that this event will
only send out another wrong message regarding business in Scotland.

Can I ask if you will use your offices to ensure that this project can continue to
build and flourish by contacting the architect at the earliest opportunity? (Gary
Johnston, Tel 01463 237229 or (m) 07774457123)

This is matter of great urgency and I seek you fuB co-operation in the matter.

Yours truly

\\..-,Of'\ "'
Mary ;;~SP

The Scottish Parliament
Edinburgh
EH99 1SP
marv. scanlon .msp@scottish.parliament.uk

Constituency Office
37 Ardconnel Terrace

Inverness
IV2 3AE

mailto:.msp@scottish.parliament.uk


Minister for Transport, Infrastru.cture and Climate Change
Stewart Stevenson MSP

T;0845 7741741
E: scottish.mi nisters@scotland.gsLgov.uk

Mary Scanlon MSP
The Scottish Parliament
EDINBURGH
EH991SP

Your ref:
Our ref: 2007/0042045-::y-\\- January 2008

Thank you for your letter of 6 December about proposed developments by Aviemore
Highland Resorts.

I trust you are now in receipt of a letter of 11 December from the First Minister which
provides detailed information on the matter.

STEWART STEVENSON

)

Victoria Quay. Edinburgh EH5 6QQ
www.scotland.gov.uk MVP.5TOa IN' Pe:OI"L!

mailto:nisters@scotland.gsLgov.uk
http://www.scotland.gov.uk
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The Scottish
Parliament

Our Ref: RG/RT

Stewart stevenson MSP
Minister for Transport
S1.Andrews House
Regent Road
Edinburgh
EH13DG

06 December 2007

Dear Stewart,

.j

~ .•.•..• >,..••_i

I have been made aware of a potential danger to the consideration of a planning
application by Aviemore Highland Resorts Ltd, who are seeking to take forward a
major redevelopment of the centre of Aviemore. This will bring major investment to
the local area and with it boost employment opportunities.

I have been advised that the application process is at a very important stage. While
the applications have been submitted, my understanding is that the Cairngorm's
National Park Authority will not be able to consider the application until SEPA and
Transport Scotland submit reports on the applications which have been submitted.

If the reports are not submitted by 5:00pm today, then the Park Authority will not be
able to consider the applications. I have been advised that there is the very real
possibility that the financial support for the plans may be in doubt as the banks may
foreclose by the end of this month if no further progress is made. Indeed this step
would lead to the bankspuJling out of the existing development altogether, putting the
jobs and investment that has already been made in the resort, In jeopardy.

Given your responsibilities for Transport Scotfand, I would be grateful if urgent action
is taken to ensure that their report is submitted to ensure that consideration of the
planning applications can be taken forward. For your informatIon I have written in

. similar terms to the First Minister and Richard Lochhead.

! look forward to your response.

Yours sincerely,

RHODA GRANT MSP
Highlands and Islands

Room M 1:06, The Scottish Par1iament, Edinburgh, EII99 1SP
1\ .• 11 "' •• n ,.....•r' ..•....•.., _, , _ ..........•



Planning Directorate 
Planning Decisions Division 

Mr Donald J Macdonald 
Macdonald Hotels Limited 
Whiteside House 
Whiteside Industrial Estate 
Bathgate 
West Lothian 
EH48 2RX 

Your ref: DJM/2007/oct/23/acp 
Our ref: COR/HLD/025 
20 November 2007 

Dear Mr Macdonald 

While noting and appreciating the concerns you express regarding the serious nat re of the 
issues involved I wish to advise you that these are matters, in the fist instanc , for the 
appropriate planning authority to take account of in their consideration of the deve opments 
proposed. In this respect I understand Highland Council is presently working t try and 
resolve the matters. i 
Thank you for your letter and enclosures of 23 October, addressed to the First 
about proposals to redevelop Aviemore Resort and the banks involvement in the 
have been asked to reply as this relates to a planning matter. 

Yours sincerely 

Minister, 
p-ocess. I 

J E SWANNEY 

Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 694 
www.scotland.gov.uk 



FW: SEPA Report - for Aviemore Mountain Resort Planning application

Scott SA (Susan)

From: McLear E (Elizabeth)

Sent: 28 February 2008 10:53

To: Scott SA (Susan)

Subject: FW: SEPA Report - for Aviemore Mountain Resort Planning application

From: Gemmell, Campbell [mailto:CampbeII.Gemmell@sepa.org.uk]
Sent: 30 November 2007 11:11
To: Grant RA (Richard); Spray, Chris; Inglis, Tom
Cc: Hooper I (Ian); Irvine RN (Bob); Reid, Allan; Green, Jo; Brodie, Donna
Subject: RE: SEPA Report - for Aviemore Mountain Resort Planning application

*******************************************************************
This email has been received from an external party and

has been swept for the presence of computer viruses.

******************************************************** •• *********

Page 1 of3

Hi Richard. I was with John M this morning, I think when you called, so my apologies for not being able to
speak.

I discussed this issue yesterday evening with Allan Reid who alerted me and I understand that he, Chris and
Tom Inglis are on the case. We will do our best re the immediate need for today. I will also want in due
course to explore the issues of process and content that lie behind this. At this point I do not know, for
example, when we were approached, what timetable was indicated and the quality and suitability of the
information presented to us. For now, we will do what is needed and if anything emerges which appears
useful for you to know, I'll be in touch.

Campbell

From: Richard .Grant@scotland.gsi.gov.uk [mailto: Richard .Grant@scotland.gsi.gov.uk]
Sent: 30 November 200709:39
To: Spray, ChriS
Cc: Gemmell, Campbell; Ian.Hooper@scotland.gsi.gov.uk; Bob.Irvine@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Subject: FW: SEPA Report - for Aviemore Mountain Resort Planning application

Chris

We spoke about the request below from Mr Lochhead's office. You agreed to follow this
up.

I would be very grateful if you could let me know whether you are able to provide the
report as requested and, if this is not possible, the reasons for this and when it will be
supplied.

Thanks

Richard Grant
Deputy Director, Environmental Quality Directorate - Waste and Pollution Reduction

28/0212008

mailto:[mailto:CampbeII.Gemmell@sepa.org.uk]
mailto:.Grant@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:.Grant@scotland.gsi.gov.uk]
mailto:Ian.Hooper@scotland.gsi.gov.uk;
mailto:Bob.Irvine@scotland.gsi.gov.uk


FW: SEPA Report - for Aviemore Mountain Resort Planning application

Division
Room 1J/23, Victoria Quay
Edinburgh EH6 6QQ
Tel: 0131-244-0235

~

The Scottish
Government

-----Original Message-----

From: Henderson K (Kirstie) On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affair.; and the Environment

Sent: 29 November 2007 18:48

To: Grant RA (Richard)

Subject: SEPA Report - for Aviemore Mountain Resort Planning application

Richard

Fergus Ewing has spoken to the Cabinet Secretary today regarding the above.

Page 2 of3

He understands that Aviemore Mountain Resort (AMR) require to obtain from SEPA a flooding
report about the application, and that this must be in the hands ofthe Cairngorm National Planning
Authority (CPNA) tomorrow (30 November).

Both Mr Ewing and Mr Lochhead consider this issue to be critical.

Mr Ewing has been informed that SEPA have a two week turn around period, but his constituents
need to supply this flooding report to the CNPA tomorrow.

AMR Engineers are to provide their information and report to SEPA tomorrow, and require SEPA to
deal with it ASAP (tomorrow) at the Elgin office.

The Cabinet Secretary has promised Mr Ewing that he will ask the Chief Executive of SEPA to
arrange for the Elgin office to handle this tomorrow, and has asked if you could please chase SEPA
up on it as soon as possible tomorrow morning.

Grateful if you could please arrange for this to be done.

Thanks.

Kirstie

28/02/2008



FW: SEPA Report - for Aviemore Mountain Resort Planning application

Kirstie Henderson
Assistant Private Secretary to Richard Lochhead MSP
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment
St Andrews House
Regent Road
Edinburgh

********************************************************

Page 3 of3

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the attention
of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any part of this
e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended. recipient please destroy the email, remove any
copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure the
effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions contained
within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those ofthe Scottish Government.

********************************************************

The original of this email was scanned for viruses by the Government Secure Intranet Anti-Virus
service supplied by Cable&Wireless in partnership with MessageLabs. (CCTM Certificate Number
2006/04/0007.) On leaving the GSi this email was certified virus free.
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored andlor recorded for legal
purposes.

Click !Nrn to report this email as spam.

This message has been scanned for viruses by BlackSpider MailControl

This email was received from the INTERNET and scanned by the Government Secure Intranet Anti-
Virus service supplied by Cable&Wireless in partnership with MessageLabs. (CCTM Certificate
Number 2006/04/0007.) In case of problems, please call your organisation+s IT Helpdesk.
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored andlor recorded for legal
purposes.

28/02/2008



Page 1 of 1

Scott SA (Susan)

From: McLear E (Elizabeth)

Sent: 28 February 2008 10:56

To: Scott SA (Susan)

Subject: FW: Aviemore Flood Issues

Importance: High

From: Spray, Chris [mailto:Chris.Spray@sepa.org.uk]
Sent: 03 December 2007 08:36
To: Grant RA (Richard)
Subject: Aviemore Flood Issues
Importance: High

*.***************.******************************** •• ******** ••• ***.
This email has been received from an external party and

has been swept for the presence of computer viruses.

*•• *************.********************************************.****.

Richard,
Just a quick update .
The consultants did NOT produce the expected Flood Risk Assessment report (despite all their promises) on
Friday .
Clearly therefore, we have still not seen it, and hence can not have commented (we had actually cancelled
other appointments to ensure we would be able to repond, but it appears that the Consultants were
perhaps not as concerned or nowhere near complete in their work perhaps (in so much as they don't appear
to have worked on it over the weekend either).
We shall update you if and when it arrives .
Chris

Dr Chris J Spray MBE
Director of Environmental Science

Scottish Environment Protection Agency
Erskine Court, The Castle Business Park

Stirling, FK94TR
Telephone: 01786452563 Fax: 01786479305

Mobile: 07795 685457

This message has been scanned for viruses by BlackSpider MailControl

This email was received from the INTERNET and scanned by the Government Secure Intranet Anti-
Virus service supplied by Cable& Wireless in partnership with MessageLabs. (CCTM Certificate
Number 2006/04/0007.) In case of problems, please call your organisation+s IT Helpdesk.
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal
purposes.

28/02/2008

mailto:[mailto:Chris.Spray@sepa.org.uk]


From:' Gemmell, Campbell

~ent: 07 Dec~mber 200718:13

To: 'Fefix.Otlon@scotland.gsLgov.uk'; Mackay, Jim

Cc: Inglis, Tom; Brown, Richard C; Reid, Allan; Richard.Robertson@scoUand.gsLgov.uk; Reid, Allan

Subject: RE: URGENT: AVIEMORE HIGHLAND RESORT APPLICATIONS

Well done everybody and Felix, thanks .

.Have a good w/e!

Campbell

Fro m: felix.Olton@scotland.gsi.gov.uk (maHto: Felix .Olton@scotfand.gsl.gov.uk]
Sent: 07 December 2007 17:44
To: Mackay, Jim .
Cc: [nglis, Tbmi Brown, Richard C; Reid; Allan; Gemmell, Campbell;, Richard.Robertson@scotland.gsl.gov.uk;
Reid, Allan
Subject: RE: URGENT: AViEMORE HIGHLAND RESORT APP.LICATIONS
Importance: High

) Jim

[ would just like to thank you very much· for dealing with this so promptly and fOF this·
very comprehensive response which is exactly what we needed. Thanks you also to Tom,
and your other colleagues in SEPA for your support in responding.so positively to the
pressures surrounding this issue· [ appreciate how much time it will have taken you.

Thank you again.

Felix

Felix Otton
The Scottish Government
SEPA& Pollution Team
Environmental Quality Directorate
1·J(N)
Victoria Quay
EDINBURGH
EH6 6QQ

tel: 0131-2440402
fax: 0131-2440245
email: ~tton®scotland.gs4.IDWJk

{work par't-tff!le WedI ThurslFri.

J1 Help save paper '- do you need to print this e-mail?

mailto:'Fefix.Otlon@scotland.gsLgov.uk';
mailto:Richard.Robertson@scoUand.gsLgov.uk;
mailto:felix.Olton@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:.Olton@scotfand.gsl.gov.uk]
mailto:Richard.Robertson@scotland.gsl.gov.uk;
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