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AM: Ben Carson is the only black member of President Trump’s 

cabinet, where he serves as housing and urban development 

Secretary. An eminent neurosurgeon, he ran to be a presidential 

candidate himself in 2016. As you heard in the news, some states 

are re-imposing a lockdown despite Donald Trump having already 

claimed victory over the virus. On Wednesday there was a new 

daily high of 40,000 infections. So, when I spoke to Mr Carson on 

Friday, I began by asking him why cases are rising.  

BC: Well, a couple of things that really need to be looked at very 

closely. 40,000. And if you go back a couple of months ago it was 

quite a bit less than that, but the mortality rate was much higher. 

We were up around 2,500 deaths per day. Now we’re down to 650 

deaths per day even though the number of cases has increased. 

Now, it was expected that the number of cases would increase, 

obviously, when we started reopening things, but a lot of people 

kind of went overboard, and you know, had not been socially 

distancing, had not been wearing a mask and had been 

congregating closely with, particularly a lot of young people. And 

that’s why you see the average age of those who’ve contracted 

the virus is much lower now. And of course those individuals are 

much less susceptible to mortality as well. 

 

 

AM: Dr Anthony Fauci, the most senior infectious disease expert in 

the United States, says this is a disturbing trend. That must worry 

you? 
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BC: Well, it’s disturbing that people aren’t following the 

recommendations. And I think, you’re probably going to see much 

greater emphasis on that.  

 

AM: As a response to that the EU is now talking about banning all  

Americans from travelling into the Europe because of the high rate 

of coronavirus infections in the United States. What’s your 

response to that? 

BC: Well, I mean, I think they have to do what they have to do. 

But I’m – I’m very hopeful that we can get people to really listen 

and to pay attention. I get the impression that in some other parts 

of the world people are being very serious about the social 

distancing, about the wearing of masks and about the sanitation. 

We just have to become that serious again. We did it once, and 

then I think people were cooped up for such a long time that they 

said, ‘oh, it’s over, life is good.’ Well, of course it’s not and we 

really do have to exercise some discipline.  

 

AM: Overall the United States has the highest number of deaths 

from Covid-19 in the world. And yet President Trump says that 

he’s done ‘a great job’ on coronavirus. Do you think he’s done a 

great job? 

BS: Well, there’s always room for improvement, and that’s we’re 

always going to be looking at. You know, analysing data, looking 

at best cases and adjusting accordingly.  

 

AM: Well it seems that the American people aren’t very impressed 

because Trump’s rating are now going down quite sharply. And 

then of course there was the very embarrassing Oklahoma rally. 

Do you think Covid-19 marks a turning point in this President’s 

fortunes? 

BC: Well, I suspect that probably anybody who was President right 

now wouldn’t be looking too great, quite frankly. Because of 

circumstances that they can’t necessarily control. But the election 
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is quite a distance away and if – if you’ve been following American 

politics, you know things turn on a dime.  

 

AM: Well, lLet me just ask you about the extraordinary thing that 

President Trump said at that rally in Oklahoma. He said about 

testing, “when you do testing to that extent you’re gonna find 

more people, you’re gonna find more cases, so I said to my 

people, slow the testing down, please.”’ Now, you’re a very 

eminent doctor yourself, do you support that kind of approach to 

testing? 

BC: I think he was just trying to make the point sometimes, you 

know, choosing words that maybe I wouldn’t choose, but his point 

was that obviously we’re going to have a lot more people positive 

if you test a lot more people. Because 25 to 50 per cent of people 

are asymptomatic. They’re walking around out there, they don’t 

have any symptoms, they don’t know if there’s anything going on. 

That’s a lot of people. And if you go out and start testing those 

people, obviously your caseload is going to go up dramatically. 

 

AM: And yet, surely, what everybody needs is the maximum 

amount of reliable information, and if you don’t test you don’t get 

it. 

BC: Well, it would be very nice, obviously, to test 100 per cent of 

people. But do recognise that when you test someone, you know, 

with the rapid test, you may prove that they’re negative that day. 

That doesn’t mean they’re going to be negative the next day. 

 

AM: Let’s turn, if we may, to the Black Lives Matter protests that 

have been rocking America in the last few weeks. When you were 

running as a presidential candidate yourself, you said of Black 

Lives Matter that you thought it was “focused on the wrong 

targets”, and that it was ignoring black families torn apart by “self-

inflicted wounds”. Is that still your view? 

BC: I would much rather see the focus on places like Chicago, you 

know, where we frequently have a dozen or two dozen               
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black lives snuffed out in one weekend and nobody seems to care. 

That bothers me quite a bit. 

 

AM: When you say nobody seems to care, is that because this is 

black people killing black people? 

BC: I don’t know exactly why no one cares. I care a lot about it. It 

seems to me that that it doesn’t really matter, you know, who’s 

committing the crime, we’re losing a lot of precious lives, and 

that’s what we need to be concerned about.  

 

AM: You yourself a really, really tough upbringing on the streets of 

Detroit. When you think back to that time and think what is 

happening on those streets today, it seems to a lot of people as if 

not much has improved for black families in America. 

BC: Having grown up in Detroit and in Boston, where there was a 

lot of racial prejudice, I can tell you categorically that it is much 

better now than it was then. People who say things haven’t 

changed are not being realistic at all. But that doesn’t mean that 

we don’t need to make more progress. But we also need to 

recognise that, you know, there are rogue policemen, there are 

rogue doctors, there are rogue politicians, there are even rogue 

reporters. And that doesn’t mean that the whole profession is 

rotten and needs to be changed. It means you need to put in 

place those kinds of safeguards to make sure that you weed out 

those rogue individuals. 

 

AM: I’ve had British politicians on this show, including some quite 

senior ones, who have said, in terms, that they believe that 

President Trump is a racist. Is he a racist? 

BC: Well, I would say President Trump, when he was in New York, 

received a special award from Jesse Jackson because he opened 

up so many employment opportunities for people in the black 

community. I would say when he moved to Palm Beach he was on 

the forefront of getting the clubs to integrate with Jews and with 

blacks. I would say when he became President he brought the 
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HBCU office, Historically Black Colleges University, into the White 

House so it could get the appropriate attention and the amount of 

funding has gone up dramatically, and its long term funding now. 

You know, criminal justice reform: he actually got it done. People 

had been talking about it for ever. Opportunity zones, encouraging 

people to take unrealised capital gain and inject them into the 

traditionally neglected areas, economically neglected areas. If 

those are the acts of a racist, then I don’t know what a racist is.  

 

AM: And yet you would expect that President at this time, with 

America so torn, to come in and try to calm things down. And 

instead President Trump has been sharing videos of black men 

committing violence. Why would you do that at a time of 

heightened racial tension? 

BC: You know, people have different ways of expressing things. I 

think what I would probably tend to do is look more at the actions 

and look at the results of the actions that were carried out. You 

know, there are a lot of people who talk and I would always rather 

look at what their actions are than what they might say. 

 

AM: As the only black member of President Trump’s Cabinet, are 

you happy with the way he has dealt with this crisis on the streets 

of America? 

BC: Well, it’s an area of ongoing discussion and ongoing activity, 

in a – in an effort  to resolve and come to a better place.  

 

AM: I notice you didn’t say yes in response to my question. I 

wonder if you are entirely happy with the President’s response? 

BC: Well, I think we’re all making progress. I don’t know that I 

would be completely happy with the way anybody is handling any 

aspect of it. But you know, working together we’ll get there. 

 

AM: Can I ask you about a really big issue in Britain at the 

moment, which is the future of a US-UK trade deal. Does it have 
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to be all-encompassing? In other words, does to it have to cover 

every single sector at once? 

BC: I don’t see any reason why that should. There – there are 

areas in which, you know, President Trump and Prime Minister 

Johnson have a lot of agreement. And there’s also areas where 

there – there needs to be further discussion. I don’t see why you 

can’t work on the areas where you have agreement, get that done 

with an eye towards solving the other problems subsequently.  

 

AM: In specific terms, American farmers are very keen that British 

consumers accept their products, like hormone-treated beef and 

chlorine washed chicken. If they refuse does the trade deal 

collapse? 

BC: Well, if I were in charge of the trade deal, it wouldn’t, I think, 

but I’m not in charge of it so I don’t know. I suspect not. I suspect 

there would be further negotiations and some give and take to 

make sure that things work out. 

 

AM: Secretary Carson, thanks very much indeed for talking to us.  

BC: Thank you very much. It’s been a pleasure. 

END 

 


