
1 

ANDREW MARR SHOW, FATHER MARTIN MAGILL  

 

ANDREW MARR SHOW, 28TH APRIL, 2019 

PRESENTED BY MISHAL HUSAIN  

 

FR. MARTIN MAGILL 

Catholic Priest  

 

The people in a sense really put the pressure on in the cathedral 

to stand and obviously the politicians realised, oh goodness, 

everybody behind us is standing, we need to move, and they 

literally moved because people had moved.  And to some extent 

this was a metaphor that I get the sense that people want our 

politicians to move and they want them to move now, and by that 

I mean in terms of entering into those talks and in a way that will 

actually bring a positive result at the end of them. 

 

MH: What was it that made you want to use the address in the 

way that you did? 

MM: I suppose it came from the initial shock of listening to the 7 

o’clock news to hear about the murder the previous evening. This 

was Good Friday morning, of someone I knew and respected very 

much. And I suppose then really following – and I followed it very, 

very closely over the days with the likes of the politicians standing 

together in Creggan. That amazing act of nonviolence of the 

women in Derry when they put their hands onto the blood red 

paint and then put their hands on the wall of an organisation that 

provides political analysis for the organisation responsible for 

Lyra’s death. 

 

MH: And when you saw the reaction inside the cathedral, people 

rise to their feet and people applaud, what went through your 

mind? 

 

MM: To be very honest with you I was looking at my text and 

thinking, gosh I wasn’t expecting this and at that stage I was 

wondering now what do I do? I was in the middle of a sentence, 
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that was my first thought. I’ve been asked was I looking at 

politicians faces? I wasn’t. I was trying to figure out what do I do. 

Because I wanted to try to deliver my address in a way that would 

be very respectful for Lyra. I wanted to focus on Lyra’s mum, 

brothers and sisters and the whole family and I didn’t want to lose 

focus on that. 

 

MH: And it was Arlene Foster and Mary Lou McDonald who were 

most in people’s minds as they watched those pictures. Did either 

of them speak to you afterwards about what you had said? 

MM: Yes. So in the evening time I happened to bump into Mary 

Lou McDonald on the way out from the BBC. She was being 

interviewed by some of your colleagues on the Wednesday 

evening. We just exchanged a few words there, a pleasant 

greeting and yes, she affirmed me in what I had said, but then 

went on to say – to talk about some of the difficulties of the 

process as she saw it. And then later on, on Wednesday evening 

out of the blue I had a phone call from Arlene Foster.  Very 

gracious, and talked about she wanted to reach out to me. We 

had a very pleasant conversation and again she was 

acknowledging some of the difficulties from her side. 

 

MH: You were very clear in that address that you hoped that 

Lyra’s murder was the doorway to a new beginning. 

MM: I’m very clear. I think I need to hear more than just the 

difficulties. I need to hear determination. I referred to – I want to 

back to Lyra again – I referred to her doggedness and I was 

asking there to be the same doggedness. Yes, we know there are 

problems, I acknowledge the difficulty that politicians have, but I 

also acknowledge the difficulties the likes of Lyra had as a 

journalist and journalists have too and we all have in our lives but 

we’ve got to work through those.  
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MH: You also made it clear just how much you felt that there was 

at sake that young people need a life, not a gun. They need jobs, 

not guns in their hands. 

MM: I was quoting one of Lyra’s friends and those women in Derry 

really impressed me, but I felt that particular friend was really 

saying something and I’m part of a group called Stop Attacks. 

We’re a small coalition; youth workers, academics, people of faith 

and our whole emphasis is bringing a total end to all paramilitary 

style attacks. Ending the harm. We would be really, really 

concerned that young people would get caught up or groomed or 

radicalised and brought into militant organisations, so I suppose 

that was very much at the back of my mind. 

 

MH: Is that what you would say is already happening? Can you 

see it in your work? 

MM: Yes, I do. I’m aware for example that it’s still going on, that 

some young people are, for whatever reason brought into 

organisations. They possibly feel some sense of belonging and 

then before they know it they’re actually caught up in violence. 

 

MH: It’s very different to think of an actual end result that brings 

those devolved institutions back to life in Northern Ireland. Do you 

have faith that something different is going to arise now? 

MM: I grew up during the Troubles. North Belfast suffered 

particularly badly and I suppose looking back, before the signing 

of the Good Friday Agreement and some of the things, some of 

the scenes we actually saw on the Assembly I could never have 

imagined those days. Our politicians we’re able to do it then in 

1998, I have no doubt about if the sheer determination, back to 

that word doggedness is there, that they can find ways through 

this. 

 

MH: But Lyra is part of a different generation. A generation which 

you said in your address some of whom feel that the Peace 
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Process is not working for them. What is your hope about what 

Lyra’s legacy might be in this context? 

MM: I suppose to go back to the young people that in some ways 

and that they really would have a sense of this makes a difference 

in their lives. They can actually see it. It gives them hope. During 

the service some friends of Lyra sang a song called Dreams which 

is about fulfilling their dreams. Her sister, Nicola, spoke that her 

desire for Lyra’s legacy would be that people would have the 

opportunity to fulfil their dreams and I suppose in some ways 

really to encourage our politicians to play their part, along with the 

rest of us and I think maybe it’s important to widen it out, that 

really any of us of influence and  in many ways we’re all leaders in 

our own particular right and we can influence and I suppose that 

calls for all of us to be playing that part to influence others.  I 

would like to think, and I even would have a certain sense of hope 

that there’s an opportunity here that we can really make the most 

of and can make a difference. 

 

MH: And is it a role that you are comfortable with as a faith 

leader? The bringing politics into a funeral address or talking 

about a politics in general in the way that you do. Is that the right 

blend do you think? 

MM: Yes, and I recognise the fact that people have been critical 

and said it was inappropriate, and you know, fair play to them and 

I in many ways I’m very glad for that criticism as well. I just want 

to keep myself grounded in that too. But at the same time I 

suppose you know as someone who follows Jesus Christ, if I take 

a look at some of the things that he was saying in the Gospels 

that in many ways it’s very clear that he himself was political. 

 

MH: Father Martin Magill, thank you very much.  

[Ends]  

 

 


