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AM: Could the Holyrood elections provide a breakthrough moment 

for the Scottish Greens? They’ve been confidently talking up the 

prospect of winning a record number of seats and going into 

coalition with the SNP. But this week the former First Minister, 

Alex Salmond announced the creation of a new pro-independence 

party which threatens that plan. In the first of my Scottish election 

interviews, I’m joined from Edinburgh by the Co-Leader of the 

Scottish Greens, Lorna Slater. 

Isn’t it the case that the arrival of Alaba shoots in the foot your 

strategy of winning lots of more NSP on the list part of the 

system?  

LS: It absolutely does not do that. This new party has been 

thrown together at the last minute by a man who is less popular in 

Scotland than Boris Johnson is. The Scottish Greens have shown 

progress in every election in Scotland. We’ve had MSPs in the 

parliament from the beginning and we have an excellent track 

record of delivering things like fairer taxes in Scotland. Most 

people in Scotland pay less income tax than they do in England. 

We’ve won free schools meals for primary children, we’ve run free 

bus travel for all young people, so the Scottish Greens have a 

track record that this new party does not. 

 

AM: You’re certainly doing much better than the Greens south of 

the border are, but you are, in a sense, fishing in the same pool as 

this new party. That is for voters who are really keen on a new 

referendum and really want Scottish independence have been not 

giving their second votes for the SNP in the past, but to the 

Greens. And now they have an alternative, now they have Alaba. 

You may say that Alex Salmond is unpopular but he’s a very well 



2 
ANDREW MARR SHOW, 28TH MARCH, 2021 – LORNA SLATER, CO-LEADER SCOTTISH GREENS  

known figure in Scotland and Kenny MacAskill who’s joined him is 

as well. There are some big figures now talking you on in the list 

vote. 

LS: I absolutely don’t agree that we’re competing for the same 

voters. Scottish Green voters care about the climate, they care 

about fairness, they care about human rights. They care  about 

the kind of policy that we’ll be bringing forward. Policies  to 

upgrade Scotland’s railways. We have a costed manifesto that 

involves re-wilding large parts of Scotland and upgrading 

Scotland’s homes. They are totally different demographic than 

people they’re likely to vote for a party that’s been thrown 

together by a disgruntled ex First Minister as part of his vendetta 

against our First Minister. 

 

AM: Well talking of your First Minister, your First Minister, Nicola 

Sturgeon admitted to ‘catastrophic errors in the handling of sexual 

harassment cases against Alex Salmond,’ and one of his accusers 

said her government had ‘let down those women.’  But in the 

recent confidence vote you promptly rode to her rescue. Why? 

LS: Because the third party inquiry report came in. The First 

Minister did not mislead parliament. Did not break Ministerial 

Code, so as far as we’re concerned the case is closed. This was a 

stunt by Scottish Conservatives to try and undermine the 

devolutions that were – undermined our parliament. I as a woman 

hoping to be working in the parliament in six weeks was very 

disappointed by the circus that was  created around what should 

have been a process of making sure that women who work in the 

parliament are safe. 

 

AM: There is also unease in Scotland, if I can put it like that, that 

the Crown Office, the state prosecutorial system is simply too 

close to the political leadership of Scotland. You don’t have that 

plurality, that division of powers that states always need. Are you 

worried that the Crown Office, that the system that went after 

Alex Salmond is too close to the Cabinet in Scotland? 
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LS: Well of course in Scotland the Scottish Green Party are in 

favour of Scottish independence and we would like to revisit 

entirely how power is managed and how power is distributed in 

Scotland.  

 

AM: Do you think it’s too tightly controlled at the moment? 

LS: I think that we need to look at the powers of Scottish 

committees and the powers that the committees have to hold 

parliament to account. That is all a process of the evolving of 

devolution in Scotland and hopefully, part of what we’ll do is we’re 

building a new country, a new independent Scotland, is look at 

how these things work. 

 

AM: Now you are pro independence, as you just made clear. If the 

SNP perhaps with  your help fight for a referendum and win the 

election and then  Boris Johnson simply says no, you can’t have 

your referendum, as he’s likely to, what do you do then? 

LS: Let’s be clear that with the Scottish Greens there  has a pro 

independence majority in parliament this entire last term and –  

AM: And nothing has happened. 

LS: With the Scottish Greens there will be a pro independence 

majority this next term. 

AM: And nothing will  happen. 

LS: What kind of country is Boris Johnson building if he is denying 

basic democratic mandate of the Scottish people. The Scottish 

people keep returning pro independence majorities and the 

Westminster government chooses to ignore that? That’s a sugarly 

peg to hang on. 

 

AM: It is a sugarly peg Lorna Slater, but nonetheless you are 

giving me a rhetorical question in answer to my straight forward 

question which is simply what do you do? 

LS: It’s about winning grassroots support for Scottish 

independence and I think we do that by talking about the kind of 

country we want to build and that is a fairer country. A country 
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where we do things better than we do in the UK, as we already do 

with things like the fairer income tax and the free schools meals.  

The Scottish people can see that we’re looking at a change of 

direction. A lot of people are very concerned about the direction of 

travel of the UK and Boris Johnson doesn’t seem to have anything 

up his sleeve for keeping us in the union, except for waving more 

flags around. The cannot win with this strategy. 

 

ENDS  


