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From its inception the United States had the ideal of inclusion, but 

we have struggled mightily to meet it. That African Americans 

were considered inhuman, women were silenced. That Native 

Americans weren’t even included in the conversation. The stain of 

voter suppression began with the inception of this nation and it 

hasn’t abated.  

 

AM: This documentary argues that if voter suppression hadn’t 

happened you would have become Governor of Georgia in 2018 

and you’ve worked very hard against voter suppression ever. But 

let me ask you, was the situation really any better last year? 

SA: We were able in 2020 to mitigate many of the most prominent 

acts of voter suppression, but what’s so important about All In, 

the Fight for Democracy, is that by understanding the origin story 

of the suppression we are now able to better identify it when it 

occurs. Even though we were able to ensure that during the 

pandemic millions of Americans could vote by mail, we know that 

there were still four states that denied that right to most of their 

citizenry. And since the 2020 election we know that 42 legislative 

bodies have introduced more than 250 Bills to further restrict the 

right to vote. And so yes, we had one good election where we saw 

more people who were able to turn out and participate though 

voter suppression has not been defeated and it’s certainly not 

dead. 

 

AM:  You’ve been called ‘the woman who brought down Donald 

Trump,’ and because of what happened in Georgia you’ve been a 

hero to many Democrats ever since. Let me ask you, has Joe 

Biden actually spoken  to you since then? 
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SA: I was very pleased to have a conversation with President Joe 

Biden. He not only was very congratulatory of the work that we 

were able to do in Georgia and around the country through Fair 

Fight. We also worked together to ensure the election of the first 

Jewish senator, Jon Allsop, and the first black Senator Raphael 

Warnock from the State of Georgia to ensure that the US Senate 

had a Democratic majority. Because the work that President Biden 

needs to accomplish is going to require partnership with the 

Senate and the House and we’re watching that play out right now 

as we push for Covid relief in the United States.  

 

AM: Now Barak Obama said last week that as President he would 

like to have delivered financial reparations to African Americans, 

but he’d been stopped by white folks. Do you think it’s time for 

Joe Biden to try to deliver what Barak Obama didn’t? 

SA: I think that the Biden administration is currently focused on 

the immediacy of Covid relief and long term need for justice. We 

absolutely, as a nation, have to confront the need and the 

conversation of reparations and I think that the Biden 

administration will do so. I think that having such a diverse 

Cabinet but also having such voluble members of community who 

are going to continue to raise the issue of reparations is a good 

one. As a nation we cannot move forward if we refuse to grapple 

not only with the acts of the past but the consequences that can 

continue to invade every decisions  that’s being made. Whether 

it’s about black wealth, black health or the future of our country 

through full participation the conversation of reparations is an 

important one and I share President Obama’s belief that this is 

something we can do at the same time as we develop the rest of 

our national priority.  

 

AM: Do you think that political violence, such as we saw recently 

on Capitol Hill is going to become a regular feature now of 

American political life? And do you fear for your own physical 

safety? 
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SA: I certainly have been the target of people’s anger and ire but 

my responsibility is to continue to do the work. And I think that’s 

the most important piece. Terrorism, and that’s what we saw, we 

saw an act of domestic terrorism, is designed to frighten people 

out of action. To force us to cower, to have us retreat from our 

beliefs and our values and I won’t do that because my patriotism 

says that my responsibility is not necessarily to win an election 

myself, I’m not guaranteed victory but I am responsible for 

making sure that I do everything in my power to access the right 

to vote for every American. 

 

AM: So how did it feel for you personally when you saw Kamala 

Harris take the Oath of Office as Vice President? 

SA: It is a wonderful thing to see diversity in action. It is an 

extraordinary moment in American history when the Vice President 

is a woman, is an African American, is Indian American and is an 

example of the opportunities for so many more of us to aspire to 

higher office.  Too ofen we are relegated to the corners or  the 

shadows because haven’t seen it done before and the election of 

Vice President Harris demonstrates once again that this is a nation 

where all of us should be able to imagine ourselves in the highest 

offices in the land and able to provide service to our fellow men 

and women and to be a part of the American story.  

 

AM: Now Donald Trump is still claiming that he won the election. 

Do you think that he’s going to run again in four years time and if 

he does what’s the Democratic plan to stop him winning back the 

Presidency? 

SA: I spend absolutely no time trying to figure out what Donald 

Trump will do and I can’t tell what the other side will do if he 

decides to stand for office and make his way through their primary 

process, but I will be doing everything in my power to ensure that 

Joe Biden and the Democratic Party continue to move this nation 

forward by winning elections and by serving the people. 
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AM: Finally, how long before we see a female American President 

and do you see yourself in the White House one day? 

SA: Well I believe that we will absolutely see a woman President 

and I think it’s going to be sooner than many expect but not soon 

enough and yes, I do hope one day to run for President. But 

before I think about that my responsibility is to focus on defending 

our democracy, ensuring that Covid relief actually reaches the 

most vulnerable and disadvantaged in our society and that any of 

the work we do for recovery whether it is racial or economic that 

we reach every community in need and that we provide the 

services to which every American should be entitled.  

 

ENDS  

 

 


