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 Conservative Party Chairman 

 

AM: Before we come to the apologies, James Cleverly, can I ask 

you first of all about the Conservative attitude to this bill which 

gives you what you say you want which is an election in 

December. 

JC: No, what this bill, the Lib Dem, SNP bill is clearly a gimmick.  

Their bill moves the election date by three days, takes the 

Withdrawal Agreement completely off the table, and if really they 

want to vote for an election they can vote for the bill that we put 

forward. And I think Jo gave the game away. 

AM: On our terms or nobody else’s terms.  

JC: No, I think Jo Swinson gave the game away. When you asked 

her directly if this bill amendable and she said, yes, and then she 

went on to say how she was passionate about votes at 16 and all 

the other things that will be hung onto that bill. 

 

AM: She also said she didn’t want that bill to be amended, she 

said she didn’t want amendments.  

JC: She also said in the past she’s going to respect  the 

referendum result. Didn’t. Her party was the first to call for an in 

out referendum, now they’re calling to revoke. So if you’ll excuse 

me, I’m a little bit cynical about some of the promises we get from 

the opposition benches. 

 

AM: But it just seems to me that  this is a bill, it’s a one line bill 

more or less, very very short, coming in on Tuesday and it says to 

the Conservative Party, you keep saying you want an election, you 

keep telling us you want an election, you can have an election, all 

that’s required is for the EU to give us the extension they say 

they’re going to give us any way to the end of January 31st, 

there’s no more ifs nor buts. At some point you’ve got to take yes 

for an answer. 
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JC: We’ve not been the ones that have called for a General 

Election 35 times. It’s the Leader of the Opposition, Jeremy 

Corbyn. 

AM: Yes, but you’re calling for it now.  

JC: And the point that we’ve made is the sequencing and timing 

that we’ve put forward will see us delivering Brexit with a deal, 

which is what many  many people claimed was completely 

impossible and also has a General Election so that we can get a 

sustainable working majority to deliver on the priorities the British 

people tell us about. 

 

AM: And day after day after day  the Prime Minister has said, give 

me the election, go on give me the election, give me an election, 

find me a way to have an election, two parties say here’s a way to 

have an election and you suddenly say, oh no.  No election. 

JC: No, because the point is they are saying let’s no longer make 

any attempt to get the Withdrawal Agreement through. The SNP – 

AN: You haven’t got time to do that on your timing either. 

JC: So hang on, which way is it? Either simple bills  which don’t 

need to be amended can be shot through the House in a few 

hours in some instances, or they’re not. And we are saying this 

Withdrawal Agreement Bill which codifies the agreement that’s 

been made with the EU and capitals around Europe can go 

through. People have been discussing this for years, over 500 

hours worth of debate. The SNP and the Lib Dems want to scrap 

Brexit. They’re clear about that and this their attempt to do so. 

 

AM: So you’re going to bring back with the Withdrawal Agreement 

Bill next week? 

JC: Well, the Prime Minist4er has already laid out a timetable 

whereby we get the Withdrawal Agreement Bill through so we can 

leave with a deal like we said we wanted to, like we’ve always said 

we wanted to, and also give the British people the election that I 

think they recognise that parliament needs. Because the currently 

parliamentary maths stifles everything and prevents us from 
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delivering the priorities the British people want. Like schools, 

hospitals. 

 

AM: So you’re going to bring back the bill next week? 

JC: Well the Prime Minister has already laid out a timetable and if 

parliamentarians – 

AM: If you want the bill bring it back I mean surely. 

JC: And if parliamentarians are as good as their word and say they 

respect the referendum result and they want us to leave with a 

deal, and then a General Election, our proposal deal is that. 

 

AM: So you will never be taken seriously as a party accusing other 

parties of being frightened of an election if you’re given the 

opportunity to vote for an election and you choose not to. That 

will completely blow out this strategy of saying oh they’re afraid. If 

you don’t vote for an election you can’t complain.  

JC: We’ve put forward the proposals for an election. The Lib Dems 

and the SNP are seeking – in their bill they’re seeking to change  

the date by three days –  

AM: so what? 

JC: - and take the withdrawal – and more importantly -  

AM: So what, what’s the significance of three days? 

JC: - and make no attempt to even pursue the Withdrawal 

Agreement Bill. We have been clear, we want to leave the 

European Union  in good order. That’s what we’ve always said and 

we want a General Election. Ours does both, theirs doesn’t.  

Theirs does not do both. 

 

AM: Yet if you’re really confident about winning a General Election 

what you have to do is change the parliamentary numbers and get 

the majority  you need to do what you want to do and the only 

way to do that is an election and now you’re being offered that 

election and you’re saying er, no. Makes no sense. 

JC: Andrew, you keep dancing round in circles.   We put forward 

proposals for a General Election first, but also the delivery of 
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Brexit and what we’re not going to do is we’re not going to listen 

to two parties who have explicitly said they want to stop Brexit 

from happening. We’re not going to be complicit in them stopping 

Brexit from happening. 

 

AM: Well let’s come onto – I mean you don’t trust them and they 

don’t trust you for some very good reasons. 

JC: well there’s a difference.  The  reason I don’t trust them is Jo 

said that she would respect the referendum result, now she’s 

saying she’s going to revoke Article 50.  

AM: Well, let’s talk about your side. Your government said that 

you were going to prorogue parliament, you needed to prorogue 

parliament for five weeks in order to get your Queen’s Speech Bill.  

You were told you couldn’t do that, it was illegal, by the Supreme 

Court, and you managed to get the Queen’s Speech through in a 

matter of days. That was a complete nonsense, that proroguing 

argument. You said you wouldn’t ask for a Brexit delay, there was 

a clever way the Benn Bill we kept being told – the Benn Act, we 

kept being told. And then in the end you sent the letter anyway. 

Again we couldn’t trust what you were saying.  

JC: You’re getting your facts wrong, Andrew. 

 

AM: No, which facts are wrong in that? 

JC: So the point is we always said we’d abide by the law. 

AM: But there was a way around it, you said, as a government.  

JC: Yes, parliament passed a Bill. Parliament sent the letter. The 

prime minister made it absolutely clear we did not want an 

extension. We thought the extension was counterproductive. And 

actually being firm about that 31st October date, which remember 

is a date put forward by the European Union, not the UK – by 

being firm on that date we actually got the pragmatism and the 

flexibility from the EU which let us get a deal done. So that 

deadline helps us get a deal. And actually we completely stand by 

our focus on that date. And it was the House of Commons, the 
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House of Parliament that prevented us actually delivering what we 

promised. 

 

AM: All I’m saying, you did send the letter. You said you wouldn’t 

and you did. You also said you’d bring forward a budget in 

November. When is the budget going to happen? 

JC: Well, what we’ve seen is that because we don’t have the 

parliamentary numbers we are not going to get these votes 

through. You need a majority – 

AM: So no budget either.  

JC: - you need a majority to deliver on a governmental agenda, 

and we’re giving the British people the opportunity to choose. Do 

they want to give us a sustainable, working majority or do they 

want to continue with this uncertainty, with this delay, with the 

indecision that we’re seeing from the current parliamentary 

numbers? 

 

AM: Well, if you want to know the answer to that, vote for this 

thing on Tuesday. It’s very straightforward. 

JC: Well, why don’t they vote the proposal that we put forward? 

 

AM: It’s an ‘after you, Claude,’ it’s a bit ridiculous isn’t it? What 

about, you said at the beginning of this week that because of the 

Letwin amendments and so forth the government would go on 

strike if that happened. And then you immediately reversed that. 

JC: No. 

AM: That’s what Number 10 was saying. 

JC: The government is still making sure that we are providing a 

good service to the British people. We’ve seen recently our 

announcement about the cystic fibrosis drugs, life-changing drugs. 

We are doing what we can do within the confines we’ve got. But 

ultimately governments need to legislate and until we get that 

sustainable working majority we cannot credibly legislate, and 

that’s why we’re saying to all parties in the House, let’s get Brexit 
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done and then let’s resolve the impasse that the current 

parliamentary numbers impose upon all of us. 

 

AM: Let’s talk about one of the things you might be legislating 

about. I was talking last week to Dominic Raab about the level 

playing field arrangements: workers’ rights, regulations of all kinds 

and whether you wanted to go down or go up when it comes to 

that. He said, ‘no, no, we want stronger rights, we want better 

protections.’ 

JC: We’ve been clear on this, we’ve been  clear on this. 

AM: So could you explain to us what happened with the leak to 

the Financial Times this week of an internal government paper 

which made it clear that you want to loosen those regulations.  

That is the plan. 

JC: No, no, no. Again you’re getting your facts wrong – 

AM: Okay, let me read you – 

JC: - divergence. Diverge. 

AM: Let me read from the document. ‘The UK and the EU’s 

interpretation of these commitments will be very different, and 

they will represent a much more open starting point for future 

negotiations.’ Now, what does that mean if it doesn’t mean that 

you want to change them? 

JC: Well, hang on. So, change and lessen are not interchangeable 

words. 

AM: No, they’re not. 

JC: So the point is, we’ve already – in many areas we’ve already 

gone further than the EU. You saw in the Queen’s Speech that we 

are making hard commitments on improving workers’ rights. 

We’ve driven through an increase in the national living wage. 

We’re increasing the starting salaries for some of the lowest paid 

workers in the country. We’re increasing maritime protections. 

We’re increasing animal welfare. We’re looking to prevent the 

transportation of live animals to slaughter. We are going further 

than the EU demands, and divergence doesn’t mean lessening. 



7 
ANDREW MARR SHOW, 27TH OCTOBER, 2019 JAMES CLEVERLY, MP  

 

 

And you suggesting that these are interchangeable terms is 

wrong, it’s fundamentally wrong. 

 

AM: The lawyers say that the words that you put in, the changes 

in the words must mean a loosening of the standards of some 

kind. 

JC: No. I’ve just given you examples where we’re going further.  

 

AM: Let’s not go back to the examples. Let me ask you about one 

other thing. 

JC: But it matters, it really matters, because if we are saying that 

we don’t trust the British people to vote for governments that will 

enhance workers’ rights and enhance environmental protections 

and enhance animal welfare then we are saying something really 

quite negative about the British people, and I don’t subscribe to 

that. 

 

AM: Alright. There’s been reports overnight – they’re still coming 

in – about whether or not the Americans have killed Al-Baghdadi, 

the leader of – the former leader of Isis. What’s your reaction? 

First of all, what do you know about that? And second, if it’s true 

what’s your reaction? 

JC: Well, I don’t know for certain what the situation is, and I 

would feel very uncomfortable speculating about such a sensitive 

issue. What we know is that the President has said he’s making a 

statement at 1300 hours GMT. I think we should wait for that, see 

what has actually happened and then make any commentary after 

that. Because I think speculating about what might be an ongoing 

operation or security issue I think would be inappropriate.  

 

AM: You are the last government minister I’m going to be able to 

speak to before Thursday, are we going to leave the EU on 

Thursday, yes or no? 
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JC: Well, unless and until we get an extension from the EU that 

remains our exit date. Which is why we ramped up the no deal 

preparations – 

AM: The answer is no then, isn’t it? 

JC: Well, until we get an extension then the real answer is yes, 

and the real frustration for me is that we’ve put forward a deal 

which would have seen us leave on time with an agreement, and 

Labour, the Lib Dems and the SNP voted against it. 

 

AM: James Cleverly, Tory Party Chairman, thanks very much 

indeed for talking to us. 

(ends) 

 


