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AM: Mr Lammy can I start with talking again about students, one 

of the themes of this morning? Labour is calling for students to 

come home for Christmas, is that right? 

DL: Absolutely. I mean, obviously we want young people home 

with their families at Christmastime, and they need the testing to 

make sure that that can happen.  

 

AM: Is that not just a way of super-spreading the virus all around 

Britain? We know it’s clustered in universities, and if you let the 

students go all over the country they’re going to take it 

everywhere else. 

DL: By Christmas we would have had the coronavirus for nine 

months, that we couldn’t get a test track and trace system in place 

by then has got to be described as pathetic. Of course we should 

be able to get students back with their families after a term at 

university.  

 

AM: Because your Welsh leader, Mark Drayford, takes a slightly 

different view. He said it’s important to contemplate keeping 

students at universities, in his words: ‘because it’s true that as 

people move and travel across the United Kingdom, then that 

increases the risk of the virus moving with them. 

DL: Look, Andrew, students have been done over on their A 

levels, they’ve been done over on freshers’ week, the 

government’s now threatening to lock them up at university. And 

very worrying for them, when they graduate we may be looking at 

long term youth unemployment. It’s important to get the students 

the kit so that they can do their lessons virtually – universities 

have been doing loads to plan for their students. Many are 

offering tests. They need support from the government. Gavin 

Williamson needs to come to the House tomorrow and explain 
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what he’s going to do to make sure that our young people can 

receive their education – and virtually probably for many of them 

– and they can get the testing that they now deserve. 

 

AM: For those students who don’t get the education that they 

were expecting, should they get their fees back? 

DL: Look, I mean, it’s clear that there are actually lots of 

universities struggling financially. My old university of SOAS in 

London is one of them. So there’s a balance here to be struck. 

Many of us have gone online; the key now is to get students 

online successfully and for them to have face to face where it is 

safe to do so. 

 

AM: So should the government perhaps pay the universities to 

allow them to give fees back to students, who have frankly not got 

the deal that they thought they’d signed up to? 

DL: The balance of our arrangements in this country in higher 

education – having been a higher education Minister – is not just 

students, it’s also to make sure that we’ve got universities in two 

years’ time, once we’ve got beyond that. So in the end it’s a 

balance between fee and between keeping our universities going 

at a very difficult time. 

 

AM: Alright, let’s talk about something where there’s a clear 

decision to be taken. The Graham Brady amendment comes to the 

House of Commons this week and it’s about giving MPs the right 

to vote on new restrictions before they’re imposed on the rest of 

us. Is the Labour Party going to vote for the amendment? 

DL: Well, we’ve put down our own amendment, and this will 

depend on what the Speaker Lindsay Hoyle chooses. But what 

we’re clear on is we need more transparency. There should be 

regular reviews so it’s coming back to parliament, and of course 

we should be debating regulation and laws for the country. 
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AM: Alright, but if the Speaker selects Graham Brady’s 

amendment, will the Labour Party vote for it? 

DL: We’re very sympathetic. 

AM: Sympathetic is one thing, would you vote for it? 

DL: We’re very sympathetic to Graham Brady’s amendment.  

AM: I’m sorry, there isn’t a sympathy lobby in the House of 

Commons. There’s a yes or a no. 

DL: Andrew, what there is, is the official opposition’s amendment. 

I’m not going to announce that we’re backing somebody else’s 

when we’ve got our own amendment down. So let’s see what the 

Speaker does. 

 

AM: So you can’t tell me now, if the Speaker selects Graham 

Brady’s amendment to give MPs the right to discuss restrictions 

before they’re imposed on the rest of the population, whether the 

Labour Party would actually support that or not? 

DL: Andrew, I’ve said that we’re back our amendment. If our 

amendment’s not picked we’re sympathetic to Graham Brady’s. 

Let’s see where we get to on Wednesday. 

 

AM: Alright, let’s turn to London. You’re Tottenham MP. Is it 

inevitable now, pretty much, that London is going to face a ban on 

households meeting? 

DL: Look, I spoke to the Mayor of London yesterday. He’s very, 

very worried. More people in London are ringing 111, more people 

in London are going into ICU, testing capacity is the city is down 

43 per cent because of the government taking away the ability to 

test successfully here in the city and allocating it to other parts of 

the country. So we’re in a very, very difficult place, and of course, 

just as we’ve seen 15 million people suffering from more 

restrictions across the country, as well as in Scotland and Wales, 

it’s very likely that London will find itself in the situation. 

 

AM: Restrictions that the Labour Party has always backed 

alongside the government. Can I ask you about the 10pm curfew 
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on pubs and restaurants? So far as you’re aware iss there any 

signs of impact at all? 

DL: No.  

AM: So why are you backing it? 

DL: Look, the truth is there cannot be a situation in which we have 

two different public health messages to the people of this country. 

The government is the lead, the government has the science. So 

we support the government in the restrictions it has to being 

forward. But if it doesn’t work, like the 10pm – it’s not clear where 

that came from – has led to a situation where people are bubbling 

out of pubs, they’re hanging around towns and are potentially 

spreading the virus. 

 

AM: Well, I remember very well what happened with the old last 

orders. Everyone really was necking their drink half an hour before 

the pubs closed, and then everyone leaves together. This could 

actually make things worse. So why – if it could make things 

worse, why are you backing it? 

DL: We’re not backing it because what we’re saying is can we 

have a debate in parliament, can we see the regulation, can we 

see a regular review, and that is coming to parliament on 

Wednesday. So let’s see where we get to.  

 

AM: Last week Keir Starmer told me he agreed with it. I mean, it 

does seem to me that the Labour Pary is in many cases trying to 

have it both ways on these things. It’s critical, it’s folding its arms, 

it’s heckling from the back of the room, but in the end you always 

back the government. 

DL: You put this to me last time. It’s the Labour Party that led on 

PPE. It’s the Labour Party that led on testing and is pushing for 

more testing, and we talked about the app way before we got it, 

and we now have an app that doesn’t work. The truth is, it’s the 

government that’s in the driving seat. We don’t want mixed 

messages to the public. What we want is a clear communication 

strategy, and we’ve called for that. A clear track and trace 
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strategy. And we certainly want to keep people off the dole and to 

have a proper job recovery scheme, which we announced last 

week. 

 

AM: And 


