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AM: Brandon Lewis, did Matt Hancock go because he felt he had 

done something terribly wrong or because of the pressure on him? 

BL: Look, I think he outlined in his letter, he felt it was the right 

thing to do, that he felt he was distracting from the focus where it 

should be which is on dealing with Covid. He accepted he’d done 

the wrong thing. What he did was wrong, that’s why he 

apologised and I think, as I say, obviously with reflection as he 

said in his letter, he took the view that he wanted the focus rightly 

to be on dealing with Covid and his  position was distracting from 

that. 

 

AM: Did he feel he’d broken the law? 

BL: No, I think as he said his view is he broke the guidelines and 

he was apologetic for that, he accepted that and I think he’s done 

the right thing in the sense of allowing the country to get back to 

focus on the key issues. 

 

AM: I suppose the dilemma then is why he didn’t go immediately. 

If he realised he had done something fundamentally wrong why 

did he not go on Friday and  why did the Prime Minister back him 

for another 24 hours saying the case was closed? 

BL: Well, as I say, I think it’s really down to the fact, both Matt, 

and particularly the Prime Minister I think are focused on dealing 

with the pandemic.  I think most people and I have to say the 

communications I’ve had from constituents over the last few 

weeks, month and even in the last couple of days is they want the 

government focused on dealing with the pandemic.  Matt 

obviously has huge experience of dealing with that, over the last 
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year and a half. I think this is important, Andrew just to say – I 

think that’s where the Prime Minister wanted to focus. 

 

AM:  - whether you think the Prime Minister got it wrong by 

backing him? 

BL: No. Look I think the  Prime Minister is absolutely right. 

AM: To back him?  

BL: Yes, absolutely, because what the Prime Minister wanted was 

to have the Secretary of State who has got all of that experience 

and knowledge, working with a phenomenal team at the 

Department of Health, who have delivered on this vaccine rollout 

understand how the pandemic has been working, know what 

they’re looking at for the next stages. But  I also think Matt, I 

think it’s entirely complimentary that Matt can take a view... 

 

AM: So the Prime Minister wanted to keep him. Did your 

constituents think Matt Hancock had been a hypocrite?  

BL: Well look, there’s no doubt people have been angry and 

frustrated, my constituents as well about how somebody, a 

government minister saying that we’ve got to follow rules and 

guidelines and then breaking them. That’s why Matt rightly 

apologised, he did do wrong, but Matt has also accepted that we 

need to be able to focus on the core issue and that’s why he’s 

resigned. 

 

AM: Isn’t it true the Prime Minister wanted to keep him, Matt 

Hancock wanted to stay but in the end they gave in to what one 

of  your colleagues described to me as mob rule? 

BL: No, I think what Matt’s done is actually as I say, taken the 

view that his position is distracting from the wider work. As  he 

said in his letter he wants also  - he’s also got his children to think 

about.  

AM: It just doesn’t make sense, I’m sorry, this doesn’t make 

sense. If he thought he’d done the wrong thing then he would 

have resigned straight away but he tried to hang on, the Prime 
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Minister tried to keep him, hang on to him until the pressure got 

too much yesterday. 

BL: No, actually I think Andrew I disagree with  you. I think most 

people will see the logic of Matt accepted he’d done wrong, as you 

say, and he did do wrong, there’s no question about that and he 

accepted that, he acknowledged that and that’s why he apologised 

fundamentally. But we are in the middle of a very surreal situation 

with a pandemic, something that he has got huge  experience of 

dealing with, it’s a phenomenal success with the vaccine rollout 

we’ve seen with the team – he and the Prime Minister wanted to 

deliver on that.  That doesn’t change the fact that it’s quite 

understandable and I think with hindsight cred, that Matt, after 24 

hours took the view that his position was distracting from that 

very work he wants the country focused on so he resigned. 

 

AM: After 24 hours of bad  headlines and more bad headlines to 

come. Straight forward question. Who has more control over the 

Cabinet, is it the Prime Minister or  the Sun? 

BL: We all serve with pleasure the Prime Minister. We’re all 

focused on working with the Prime Minister. We work as a team.  

AM: And with the Sun? 

BL: And the reality is Matt’s position, he took the view that his 

position was distracting from that important work. He obviously 

wants to put his children’s thoughts in his mind as well, as he 

rightly should, but also think about the wider country and being 

able to deal with the pandemic. We’re blessed in our party to have 

talent such as people like Sajid Javid who can come in with such 

vast experience and be able to work with a really good team of 

ministers in the Dept of Health now  to take that work forward.  

And also to be fair – the team there led by Matt had phenomenal 

success with the vaccine rollout, modernising the NHS and dealing 

with this ... 

 

AM: The other side of it is 128,000 people in this country have 

died of Covid and we had one of the worst economic hits in the 
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western world, so it wasn’t exactly an unalloyed or unspotted 

success, was it? 

BL: Look, we’ve all said this has been a very, very difficult period. 

Obviously we’ll do an assessment of that, we’ll be judging that 

when we come to the other side of the pandemic, but that doesn’t 

change the fact there have been big steps forward in the health 

service, that the entire team at the Dept of Health rightly should 

be proud of and we should all as a country be proud of the work 

across government and across society in terms of the vaccine 

rollout. 

 

AM: Let’s talk about the leak of those now notorious pictures. 

What it a spy camera hidden in his office, or was it a CCTV camera 

the results of which were leaked by somebody inside the 

Department? Do you know what happened? 

BL: I don’t know the details. 

AM: Will we find out what happened? 

BL: Well I’ve been Andrew what you and viewers will have seen 

this morning in some coverage in the press around what people 

are saying has happened. The Dept of Health will be investigating 

this quite rightly to understand how this was able to happen. 

Putting aside what’s on the pictures that the fact that it was 

leaked at all is something they do need to investigate. 

 

AM: Does this not need to go beyond the Dept of Health. I mean I 

don’t know whether your office has a camera in it, whether 

ministers across government are aware of how often they are 

being filmed and indeed recorded while they’re in their private 

offices. Does there need to be a general review of security across 

Whitehall? 

BL: Well I’m sure that’s something that the team will be looking at 

across government. I have to say I always take the view it’s best 

to assume that everything you’re saying or put in writing is going 

to be reported somewhere Andrew, but look we’ve got to be able 

to make sure that we –  
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AM: You should have mentioned that to Matt Hancock earlier. 

BL: As I say I think we’ve all got to be very clear that the focus for 

all of us should be on our jobs and delivering on our jobs for 

people and that’s why – you know it’s good we’ve got someone 

like Sajid Javid as I say who can come in and take that work 

forward. 

 

AM: From what we know now do you think the Official Secrets Act  

was breached? 

BL: As I say, I don’t know the details yet. I’ve seen what your 

viewers and yourself will have seen in the press this morning. You 

know, we’ve got to be concerned about the fact that somebody 

was able to secure a recording from inside a government building, 

we’ve got to do the work to understand how that happened and to 

be able to assess how we deal with that going forward, absolutely. 

 

AM: Now you’re Northern Ireland now but you were a security 

minister beforehand. This morning the BBC is reporting that a 

member of the public found highly classified documents behind a 

bus stop in Kent and they covered the passage of HMS Defender 

through Ukrainian waters and they covered proposals for Britain’s 

military presence in Afghanistan going forward. Very, very 

sensitive stuff.  How serious a breach of security is this? 

BL: I think it is a serious breach and the Ministry of Defence, I’ve 

spoken to the Defence Secretary, I’ve taken forward an internal 

investigation as to how this happened.  Now to an extent 

processes were followed that it was reported by the individual as 

soon as they were aware that they had left those documents and 

obviously somebody handed it into the BBC, but there will be a full 

investigation by the Ministry of Defence into how this happened 

and again we’ve got to ensure that when things like this happen, 

whether it’s human error or  otherwise that it can’t happen again.  

 

AM: Let’s turn back  to the politics of all of this. You talk about 

Sajid Javid as being an excellent secretary of state going forward. 
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Is he going to be the third successive Secretary of State for Health 

who fails to solve the social care conundrum? 

BL: No, I think the team – as I say I think the team under Matt as 

well were very focused on delivering on this. The Prime Minister’s 

focused on it, I think Sajid will be able to press forward. 

AM: Is there an answer coming soon?  

BL: Well as the Prime Minister has said and the Health Dept have 

said we want to see a solution  put before people before the end 

of the  year. That’s still where the focus will be. 

 

AM: What he said just after the election is that there is a clear 

plan for this. We have seen neither sight nor sound of any such 

clear plan. 

BL: Well I was going to say two things. Importantly Sajid Javid 

has got a real experience and understanding of this. Not just from 

his time at the Treasury working on this but obviously he was 

Secretary of State at the Communities and Local Government 

Department. There’s a real cross over between local authorities, 

as I know as an ex counsellor and  Minister in that department 

and health and social care. The Prime Minister, I think most 

people will understand, this is a hugely complicated issue, that’s 

why it’s taking time to work it through, particularly where the 

focus over the last year and a half year or so has rightly been on 

dealing with the pandemic. But we’ve committed to coming 

forward with proposals before the end of the year and I know 

Sajid is somebody who’ll be focused on making sure we deliver. 

 

AM: If Matt Hancock was such a successful Secretary of State and 

we should be so proud in the work the department has done why 

are we the only major European country who can’t travel abroad 

for holidays? 

BL: Well we are taking a cautious approach as we come out of the 

pandemic. I think that ‘s absolutely right. Grant Shapps himself 

has said obviously we’ve got some ambition of what we want to 

do before the end of the summer to give the industry and the 
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public a bit of a sense of where we’re going, because we’ve 

always been clear, we want to give people an idea – that’s what 

the roadmap was about, about what we’re hoping to achieve next, 

but we’ve got to make sure we do that cautiously and properly so 

that when we do rollout we know it can be safe and we can stay 

there. 

 

AM: Okay. One final question about Northern Ireland.  As 

Northern Ireland Secretary you tweeted this not so long ago: 

“There is no Irish Sea Border.” Can I just ask you straight 

forwardly to accept that that is not true? 

BL: Well I’ve said before that I fully appreciate that that tweet has 

not aged well and the reality is  

AM: Well it’s worse than that. That’s when you broke the trust of a 

lot of people in Northern Ireland. They looked at that and they 

said, come on. 

BL: Well actually on the 1st of January we were very clear that we 

were going to have no Sea Border. What’s happened since then is 

that we have seen is the implementation of the Protocol, the out 

workings of it. The way the purist way the EU want to see it has 

meant that we’ve seen disruption in Northern Ireland that not only 

isn’t what people foresaw but goes against the Protocol itself. 

That’s why we need flexible solutions.  

 

AM: A very straight forward question, is there an Irish Sea Border? 

BL: Well we’ve got to make sure that there isn’t one. 

AM: Right now, is there one? 

BL: Andrew, at the moment, well it depends on how you describe 

it. 

AM: Is there one now? 

BL: I personally would say that what we’ve got to make sure is 

that we’ve got good free flow of products, GB to Northern Ireland, 

but Northern Ireland is working. 

AM: A very straight forward question, is there or is there not right 

now an Irish Sea Border? 
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BL: No. If you travelled to Northern Ireland as I do regularly, 

when you go through the airports you’re not going through a 

border in the sense that anybody expects a border, but I’m not 

denying the fact there is big disruption in Northern Ireland for 

businesses and consumers, we need to rectify that and we will do 

that. 

 

AM: Do you think it’s kind of hands up Sunday morning, do  you 

think you should say hands up and apologise for that tweet to 

people in Northern Ireland? 

BL: Well I’ve already said, as I say that tweet has not aged well. 

We’ve got to make sure that we are delivering for people in 

Northern Ireland, we get the flexibility so that people in Northern 

Ireland have the same experience as they would anywhere else in 

the United Kingdom in terms of being able to receive products and 

goods. Now that’s a two way thing and the EU need to show the 

flexibility that  they keep talking about. 

 

ENDS  

 


