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Marr: Mr Michaelis, welcome. Can I ask you first of all about the 

death rate in Germany. In a slightly strange way we know you’ve 

got about 67 deaths per million compared with 380 deaths per 

million in Britain, 474 in Spain, 422 in Italy and so on. In other 

words, looked at statistically Germany has been far more 

successful than other European countries in dealing with Covid-19. 

Why do you think that is? 

AM. When we moved into this we could test from the very 

beginning at relatively high levels. We’ve now test capacity 

reaching 800,000, of which we only perform 450,000 per week. 

But we were able to test very early on. That is certainly an 

important aspect in this. And we have to add to this that we 

suspect that in the initial phase of the crisis we had a relatively 

young age group that was affected, so the number of fatalities 

were lower.  

 

Marr: And you – sorry, beg your pardon. These tests, how 

important is it that they are in the general population? In other 

words, are you using the tests to hunt down, identify the virus and 

then isolate people who’ve been in contact? Is that how you’re 

using those tests?  

AM: Well, it’s a combination of things, because people can address 

the authorities and ask to be tested if they feel that is necessary 

because either they have symptoms of they feel they have been in 

touch – in contact with others that may have infected them. So 

the number of tests that are being carried out is relatively high, as 

high as I’ve described it, and if we have outbreaks certainly the 

authorities go into it and then offer the test capabilities.  
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Marr: Here in Britain we didn’t have the kit, we didn’t have enough 

supplies  to do very, very high levels of testing early on, and now 

every country’s trying to get the testing kits. Why did Germany 

have stocks ahead of time? 

AM: I would say we were lucky on the one hand, and we probably 

did the right policy in the past. There’s another factor that is 

probably standing out when you look into it, I mean, it’s the 

number of ITUs, so intensive care units that are available in 

Germany, which is a figure of 40,000, 30,000 of which can be 

used for ventilators. And this is really a heritage of our health 

system. It’s almost a core factor of the health system which we 

developed and which we ran. And a lot of experts were criticising 

us for having too much capacity, too much expenditure on it. I 

think the population, the – the people in Germany can now say 

that’s an extra capacity they are very happy to have financed in 

the past.  

  

Marr: You also brought the lockdown measures into Germany 

quite quickly. A week before, for instance, Britain did. Do you 

think that was a factor in limiting the number of deaths? 

AM: I think at the beginning we all started from the same point 

and if you look at the measures which we apply at the moment, 

our strategies are not very different, not different between 

Germany and the UK, not different in Europe as far as I can see. 

So sometimes it’s just a matter of luck.  

 

Marr: So to people in Britain who say that Britain has made some 

serious mistakes, that’s why we’ve got a much higher death rate, 

look at Germany – you would say that’s frankly a little unfair on 

your own government? 

AM: I would say that’s a little unfair because I think we have to be 

aware of the fact that there is -  this is a unique situation. And as 

you know, Andrew, in science sometimes when you turn around 

and say, ‘I moved into the wrong direction,’ that can be a crucial 

progress in science, whereas in politics very often that’s because 
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of failure. I would wish that in this situation we were a little bit 

more level-headed and were looking at what really delivers 

concrete progress in defeating ultimately – ultimately the crisis we 

try to contain at the moment.  

 

Marr: Well, as you say, the next and dangerous level is how we 

unlock or release some of the restrictions. Can you just explain to 

us how Germany is going about this? What’s going to be unlocked 

first and how you’re going to restrict people from behaving 

wrongly? 

AM: So pupils are back at school. Not all of them; certain age 

groups are – are back. We also during this week allowed shops 

that are not centrally important in terms of supplies for the 

population to open again if they’re not larger than 800 square 

metres. Some other restrictions were eased. I think this is, this 

careful way of moving forward and seeing whether we can still 

remain below one in the reproduction rate, because that is 

absolutely crucial.  

 

Marr: And when it comes to the unlocking, in Britain there’s a lot 

of talk about possibly using a phone app to track people who may 

or may not have the virus. Is that going to be done in Germany?  

AM: We are interested to introduce them but we don’t see this 

happening before March and June because it has to be fitted into 

an overall contact tracing concept. Just to give you an idea, we 

will have to hire – we’re in the process of hiring – people at the 

level of the local health authorities, at district level here, that are 

able to do the contact tracing, and we think a ratio of roughly a 

team of five for 20,000 people is roughly what we have to come 

up with, which is not easy, so the app by itself is an important 

factor in moving into that phase, but it has to be complemented 

by other measures as well. 

 

AM: That’s a huge number. I’ll give you an idea, I think it’s about 

650 teams only in the case of Bavaria. 
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Marr: Mr Michaelis, thanks very much indeed for talking to us this 

morning.  

(ends) 

 


