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AM; Deputy Prime Minister, thanks for joining us. Sweden is 

adopting a very different path for Coronavirus than most other 

countries. Can you first of all tell me why? 

IL: Well, first of all I’m not sure if we have a very different path. I 

mean we’re trying to contain the contagion and limit the spread of 

the virus. I think that is what every country is trying to do. But we 

set out from the start realising that this is not going to be a sprint. 

This is going to be a marathon.  

AM: Indeed. 

IL: And I think it’s a great myth that Sweden hasn’t really taken 

very serious steps to try to address this very very serious 

pandemic.  

 

AM: Because to be clear you’ve kept schools open for under 16 

year olds. You’ve kept bars and restaurants open. People are still 

mingling fairly free on the streets of Stockholm. It feels to 

countries which are in lockdown like Britain very, very lax by 

comparison and you have had a much, much higher death rate, 

nearly 200 per million than your Scandinavian neighbours. 

Finland’s had 31 per million, Norway about 36 per million and so 

on. So is there not some sense in Sweden that you might have 

been too lax? Too relaxed? 

IL: Well we – we have really I think a big problem with our main 

strategy that was to protect the elderly and the most vulnerable 

and we’ve had Covid-19 contagion in the elderly homes and this is 

something we’re learning from and this is mainly in the Stockholm 

area. But we – we see that we are always prepared to take new 

measures, but we have confined the gathering of people to a 

maximum of 50 people. There’s also a ban on visiting the elderly 



at the elderly care homes, but it’s a mixture of legally bound 

measures and also very strong recommendations.  

 

AM: Well minister, you say quite rightly this is a relatively early 

stage in the story and you describe this as a marathon, not a 

sprint. Is your warning to countries like Britain who’ve imposed 

much much tighter lockdowns that they simply won’t be able to be 

sustained for long enough and that after the lockdown will be a 

kind of eruption, a breakout which will be in the long term worse 

than a more relaxed Swedish style approach? 

IL: Well that’s very difficult for me to judge. I think every country 

needs to take its own measures according to its traditions and its 

system of governance, but I think it’s a real fear that if you have 

too harsh measures than they can’t be sustained over time and 

you can get a counter reaction and people will not respect the 

voluntary recommendations that will need to be respected for a 

very long time, until we have a vaccine or until we know when this 

pandemic will – is going to end.  And we don’t want to fatigue the 

population and  it’s a fact that the Swedish people, to a very large 

extent are very supportive of the strategy that we have chosen. 

And I must underline that this is not – this is not a strategy that 

has come without any impact on our economy or on people’s 

freedom. On the  opposite. There is a lot of unemployment. We 

have more than 90,000 people that have been unemployed during 

this 4, five weeks.  

AM: How much do you think that Sweden’s lower population 

density and the fact you’ve got so many people living in one 

person households has affected people reaction? 

IL: I think it makes it easier for us than in many other countries 

where maybe you don’t have the level of – of wealth and welfare 

that we have in Sweden to follow the advice of the authorities to 

say that you should isolate yourself. In Sweden you have the 

possibility to do that and of course that is a huge privilege for us.  

And of course in developing countries it must be totally impossible 

for a person to isolate themselves at home if you’re living in an 



intergenerational family and very closely and maybe you  have a 

very poor situation. 

 

AM: Anders Tegnell who’s your government’s Chief Epidemiologist 

has said that he thinks Stockholm could soon reach herd immunity 

and then the country at large. Is herd immunity part of your 

thinking, is that what you think eventually all countries are going 

to look for? 

IL: Look, that is not the strategy to achieve herd immunity. The 

strategy is to try to confine the spread of the virus and limit the  - 

the – the deaths and the deceases in the population. Now we 

don’t know, I mean the experts tell us that they don’t even know 

about a hundred percent when immunity is reached in one 

individual person.  

AM: And finally, Deputy Prime Minister, you’ve said that the 

Swedish population by and large follows government advice and 

trusts the government. How important in your strategy is 

informing people , telling them about everything you know, 

treating them as grownups and having a full frank and relatively  

early conversation about what you’re doing? 

IL: I think that’s crucial. I think that’s absolutely fundamental, that 

we need to be as transparent as possible, treat people as adults, 

but you know, then with that comes also responsibility and 

individual responsibility that you need to listen to what the experts 

are saying.  

AM: Isabella Lovin, thank you very very much indeed for joining 

us, it’s been very interesting to talk to you, thanks.  
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