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AM: Coronavirus has been front and centre of the US Presidential 

campaign.  And, as the country's leading expert on infectious 

diseases, Dr Anthony Fauci has also been thrust into this election.  

I spoke to him on Friday, the day after the final presidential 

debate, and asked him why the UK and the US, two developed 

economies, have been hit so badly comparatively by Covid-19:AM:  

 

Dr Fauci:  

F: You know I don’t have an exact explanation for it, but one of  

the situations that we’ve had in the United States was a bit of an 

inconsistency in the response to the outbreak in the sense of 

getting all 50 of our states of our very large country to actually 

abide by the guidelines that we set forth. And then when we tried 

to reopen our country as it were, in the sense of economically, 

there was an inconsistency in different states of what they did in 

adhering to the guidelines. So it’s a question of a uniform 

adherence to the public health measures which we did not do that 

well here in the United States. You know unfortunately, I’m sorry 

to see what I’m viewing from a distance, what I’m seeing in the 

UK that, you know after getting hit pretty badly the way we did 

you went down to a pretty low level, but now you’re starting to 

escalate in the same manner that we are here.   

 

AM: But when we hear from the recent Presidential debates the 

words, ‘we’re rounding the turn, we’re rounding the corner, it’s 

going away,’ I ask  you directly, is it? 

F: No. No, it’s not. I mean I think it’s – if you just look at the 

numbers, I mean you can have opinions about what’s going on 

but the data speak for themselves.   Yesterday we had over 
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70,000 cases. Additional cases in a day. And we had about a 

hundred, oh, I’d say about a thousand deaths, excuse me, a 

thousand deaths, and if you look at the map of the United States 

there are areas that when it gets above a certain percentage, that 

is an indication, percentage of tests that are positive, that is an 

indication that you’re actually going in the wrong direction. So I 

think we really have to – as I say, we don’t want to shut down 

again. There’s no – there’s no appetite whatsoever in this country 

for shutting down in any strict way, but there are certain public 

health measures that you can implement that would go a long way 

to turning around these increases that we’re seeing.  

 

AM: But President Trump also said in that debate something else 

that may give a lot of people some hope, which is that he said 

that a vaccine was going to be available by the end of this year. Is 

that true? 

F: I think we will know, yes, I believe he said that correctly, we 

will know whether a vaccine  is safe and effective by the end of 

November, the beginning of December. The question is, once you 

have a safe and effective vaccine or more than one, how can you 

get it to the people who need it as quickly as possible? So the 

amount of doses that will be available in December will not 

certainly be enough to vaccinate everybody, you’ll have to wait 

several months into 2021, but what will happen is that there’s 

been a prioritisation set so that individuals such as health care 

workers will very likely get first shot at it, as will then likely people 

who are in the category of being at an increased risk for 

complications. That could start by the end of this year, the 

beginning January, February, March of next year. But when you 

talk about vaccinating a substantial proportion of the population so 

that you can have a significant impact on the dynamics  of the 

outbreak, that very likely will not be until the second or third 

quarter of the year. 

 



3 
ANDREW MARR SHOW, 25TH OCTOBER, 2020: DR ANTHONY FAUCI 

 

AM: You’ve been outspoken about an anti-science bias in America 

at the moment. How important is it that politicians and public 

figures set an example and follow the science? 

F: Oh, I think it’s very important because you know we – we have 

a situation which is understandable. People look at what their 

leaders say and do and you can positively or negatively influence 

behaviour. One of the things I’m concerned about in the United 

States is that part of the anti-science translates maybe into anti-

vaccine. Particularly amongst some of the more vulnerable people 

like minorities in our population.   It would really be a shame if we 

have a safe and effective vaccine but a substantial proportion of 

the people do not want to take the vaccine because they don’t 

trust authority. That would really be unfortunate if that’s the 

case.   

AM: Is suggesting that you could inject disinfectant following the 

science, do you think? 

F: No, of course not. I mean that’s obvious.  

AM: And can you become immune to this virus? 

F: Well, it depends on what you mean by immune. I mean if 

immune means that you get vaccinated and you develop an 

immunological response that protects you from getting infected, 

that is really the fundamental definition of immunity.   It’s an 

immunological phenomenon. But the idea that you just are 

protected for no reason, just because you feel you’re protected, 

that’s not the case. I think the word immunity sometimes is not 

used correctly. 

 

AM: The reason I’m asking obviously is that the President said he’s 

immune since catching Covid and at one of his rallies he could 

come down and start kissing everybody.  Again, is that following 

the science? 

F: You know the answer to that. No, it’s not.   
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AM: But this is really important. When you see these big crowds of 

people milling around and jostling, with lots and lots of people 

wearing no masks at all, what do you think? 

 

AF: Well, I get concerned by that and I’ve been vocal about that 

for some time now. That what we need is – and I keep saying it – 

and that gets back to one of the first questions you asked me – if 

we uniformly wore masks, kept distance, avoid congregate 

settings, crowds, particularly without masks or particularly indoors, 

then if we did those things together with washing hands as 

frequently as you can we could go a long way to not only prevent 

the surges that we’re seeing but to turn around the ones that are 

already ongoing. It is not that difficult, and you do not have to 

shut down the country to be successful.  

AM: In the presidential debate Joe Biden said that if masks alone 

– if everybody went out in America and wore masks in public, that 

by itselfcould save, he said, 100,000 lives between now and 

January. Was he following the science? 

AF: Well, I – I’m not sure about the number, but what – what the 

former Vice President was saying is true, that if you wear masks 

and do simple public health measures like that, absolutely you 

would save a lot of lives. I don’t know exactly how many, but I 

think it’s absolutely correct to say that that would be a life-saving 

decision if everybody did that.  

 

AM: The President himself has said that following the science, he 

thinks, is folly. And he criticised Joe Biden for saying that he’ll 

listen to the science and scientists. He said, ‘if I listened to the 

scientists we’d have a country in a massive depression.’ Is he right 

about that? 

AF: No, I don’t think so, and I – I – I believe that if we did things 

in a prudent way, following the science, opening the country – I 

think again we get back to what I’m saying is that there is not an 

all-or-none phenomenon, you could follow the science and public 

health measures without shutting down the economy, without 
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shutting down the country. There is this feeling that it’s an all-or-

none phenomenon: either you shut down or you just do whatever 

you want to do. No, there’s a golden mean where you can keep 

the country going, you can keep the economy going, but you 

could still practise prudent public health measures such as the 

ones that I just mentioned.  

 

AM: President Trump has put you pretty central to his campaign. 

He said that you flip-flopped on masks and he also claims that you 

said, this – the virus, ‘is no problem. This is going to go away 

soon.’ Did you say that? 

AF: No. I did not. 

 

AM: This is really important. He said that you said those words. 

And you say you didn’t. So is he a liar?  

AF: No, I don’t think it’s lying, I think it’s a misinterpretation. Let 

me explain to you, what it was is I was asked on January 20th in 

an interview with CNN whether or not we should be doing 

anything different in the country. I said we shouldn’t need – we do 

not need to do anything different, and then what got recorded 

was they forgot to include the second half of the sentence, and 

the second half of the sentence was – the first half was ‘we don’t 

need to do anything different, right now’ – comma - ‘however, this 

could change quickly and we must be prepared ‘cos things can get 

worse.’ That was on January 20th. That was before the first case 

was reported in the United States. Once we saw person to person 

transmission I was very vocal about the fact that this could really 

be a problem that we’d better do something about. 

 

 

AM: He’s also referred to you as an ‘idiot’ and ‘a disaster’? How did 

that make you feel? 

AF: You know, I got asked that question a lot. I focus on what I 

feel is a most important mission, is to preserve the health, the 

safety and the welfare of the American people directly, and 
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indirectly for the whole world, including the UK, by some of the 

things we do here. I think those other things are just distractions. 

If I concentrated on them or let them bother me I’d not be able to 

do my job. I have a very important job developing vaccines and 

therapeutics for this disease as well as being a public health 

official, to try and get the message out to our country and to the 

world about the importance of following public health measures. If 

I got entangled in that other stuff, you know, I don’t take that 

personally, I just do my job. 

 

AM: President Trump’s also said that it’s a good thing for the 

American people that he’s in charge and not you, because if he’d 

followed your advice half a million more people would be dead. 

Has he got that number about right? 

AF: No, I – no, I don’t want to get into this conversation about 

pitting me against the President. I need to do my job as a public 

health official, and with all due respect I understand what you 

have to do and what you’re asking, but to go back and forth 

pitting me against the President isn’t helpful for anything, I don’t 

think. Sorry.  

 

AM: That’s alright, it’s just the overall picture is so bleak at the 

moment. The New England Journal of Medicine published an 

editorial a couple of weeks ago in which it said that the current 

leadership in the United States had, and I quote, ‘recklessly 

squandered lives and largely claimed immunity for their actions.’ 

What’s your response to them? 

AF: You know, I – again I’m not going to go there. It is not helpful 

for me to be pitted against the authorities, the President. I need 

to do my job. It’s a really important job. I think ultimately, with 

the development of vaccines and therapeutics, it’s going to 

develop – it’s going to benefit the entire world. I would rather 

focus on getting my job done that answering the back and forth 

about the President. 
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AM: Joe Biden talked about it being a very dark winter coming, 

and a lot of people are quite frightened. From all the things that 

you see and know, at what point do you think that America will 

starts to leave this nightmare behind? 

AF: Well, I think when we get a vaccine and we start getting 

people vaccinated that we will have a gradual, over a period of 

several months into 2020, we will begin to approach some form of 

normality, depending upon how many people, what proportion of 

the people, take the vaccine. And that should be combined with 

some degree of public health measures. I don’t think that a 

vaccine alone right off will get us back to normality, but what I do 

foresee is that with a successful vaccine and the continuation of 

some form of public health measures, as we go and progress 

through the months of 2021, getting towards the third and fourth 

quarter, we will see a considerable approach toward some form of 

normality.  

 

AM: We can all only hope that you’re right. Dr Fauci, thank you 

very much indeed for joining us. 

AF: Good to be with you, thank you for having me. 

AM: Thank you. 

(ends)  

 

 

 

 


