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AM:As Scotland prepares to go to the polls on May 6th, I’ve been 

speaking to some of the party leaders hoping to stand in the way 

of Nicola Sturgeon’s SNP government. Anas Sarwar was only 

elected Leader of the Scottish Labour Party a couple of months 

ago. He joins me now from Glasgow. Mr Sarwar, welcome, a fresh 

face on the programme. Do the Scottish people have the right to 

determine their own future? 

AS: Absolutely it’s for the Scottish people to choose their own 

future and that’s why this election is so important. What I’m 

saying, which is differentiating from what the both of SNP and the 

Tories are saying is that I’m recognising that this is a pandemic 

election, I’m recognising these aren’t normal times and they want 

to go back to the old arguments, they want to go back to the old 

divisions, they want to have the settling of scores if you look at 

the SNP psychodrama. Instead what I’m saying is Covid didn’t 

choose between yes, no, leave and remain. The aftermath is not 

going to choose between yes, no, leave and remain and what I’m 

not willing to do is only have a manifesto or a route map to better 

times that speaks to half of the population that agrees with me on 

the Constitution. So we’re putting forward a plan for all of 

Scotland so we can come through this crisis and bring that 

stronger and fairer nation together. 

 

AM: But you’ve said there shouldn’t be a referendum for five 

years. I don’t really understand the arbitrary nature of that. Is it 

just time for the Labour Party to recover or that, because this a 

fundamental question? 
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AS: We’re voting for a parliament, Andrew. So as people will know 

we’re voting for a parliament. So what people are voting for is 

what they want the priorities to be for the next five years of our 

parliament. And the case I’m making is let’s focus on the next five 

years, on coming through this most difficult year of our collective 

lifetime, this collective trauma of Covid and not go back. Let’s 

instead go forward and let’s focus on economic recovery, focus on 

getting our kids back to school and their mental health, focus on 

all the cancer catch up we need and the mental health catch up 

that we need. Focus on making sure people have work and jobs to 

go back to after this crisis. 360,000 Scottish citizens on furlough 

worried about if and when they have a job to go back to. You’ve 

just talked about COP26 in November, let’s take all these 

opportunities and focus for a change on what unites us rather 

than what divides us. 

 

AM: So you say the SNP have been going on about the importance 

of an independence referendum. If they win this election, if they 

get a majority of seats in the Scottish parliament, do you accept 

they then have a moral right to that referendum? 

AS: You won’t be surprised by an answer, Andrew. I’m a 

participant, I’m not a spectator. I’m a participant in this election 

campaign, I’m not going to commentate on the result. I’ve got 11 

days to try and persuade people across Scotland that we can 

choose something different. We can choose to not have the next 

five years being about Nicola Sturgeon and Boris Johnson fight, it 

doesn’t have to be about the Constitution. It can be about you, 

your family and our national recovery. And there’s really a 

fundamental fault line actually, Andrew, that I think needs to be 

exposed in this election campaign as well. And that is actually both 

the SNP and the Tories play up on each other’s division. Because 

we have had 14 years of an SNP government, Nicola Sturgeon has 

been First Minister for seven years and there has been failure after 

failure. But every time there’s a failure what they do is say, it 

wouldn’t have happened if we’d independence or worst yet they 
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point at the Tories and say at least we’re not as bad as that lot. 

Frankly I think Scotland deserves better than that.  We need a 

better government and we need a better opposition. 

 

AM: I can feel a speech coming on. 

AS: No, I apologise. 

AM: Can I ask your equivalent in Wales, Mark Drakeford, has said 

absolutely if the Welsh vote Plaid Cymru into a majority then the 

Welsh people have the right to their referendum. Why is it right fo 

the Welsh but not for the Scots? 

AS: No, it’s not that. So what I’m saying is I’m not commentating. 

I hope we have a Welsh Labour government. I hope Mark 

Drakeford wins the election in Wales. I hope he becomes the First 

Minister of Wales and carries on all the transformative work  he  

has been doing to help ... Wales and make it a better and fairer 

nation. I want the same to happen in Scotland. I want in Scotland 

for us not to focus on division but instead focus on unity. 

 

AM: Keir Starmer has said that an independence referendum  is a 

question for Scotland and the people of Scotland you’ve got at 

least three candidates standing in this election who have said 

more or less the same thing, yes of course there should be a 

referendum. Across Scotland when Scottish voters are looking at 

this election and they’re wondering what is the best unionist vote 

that I can cast, a lot of them, even if they’ve been lifelong Labour 

supporters are going to the Tories because they seem safer, more 

secure, more solid unionists than Labour. What do you say to 

them? 

AS: What I say to that is what you just proved there Andrew is not 

just politicians and political parties but actually the wider political 

bubble is obsessed about the referendum, obsessed about the 

Constitution and forget we’re in a pandemic. Every question has 

been about the referendum. What people care about in Scotland 

right now isn’t the date of a referendum; what they care about is 

keeping their loved ones safe. When are they going to get a 
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vaccine? If and when they’ve got a job to go back to. Their 

children’s education. These are the big issues that this election 

campaign should be all about. But the political bubble keeps 

wanting to talk about independence. Why? Have they not noticed 

the crisis that’s facing our country? And if now, in the midst of a 

pandemic we can’t pull ourselves together as a country and our 

parliament can’t pull itself together, then when?  We deserve a 

better politics than this. We deserve a better parliament than this 

and that’s the case I’m making in this election campaign. 

 

AM: Surely the Scottish people are bright enough to understand all 

of that and all the different priorities but also bright enough and 

ready enough to have a say for their own future. 

AS: They are, they are. The challenge is I wish our politicians 

were as bright as the population. So our politicians need to put 

forward a better case in this election campaign rather than 

wanting go back to the old divisions. 

 

AM: Anas Sarwar, a world in which the politicians were as bright 

as the public, that’s what we can all look forward to. 

AS: Absolutely, fingers crossed one day. 

 

ENDS  


