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AM: Labour’ Deputy Leader Angela Rayner joins me from Salford. 

Angela Rayner, welcome and good morning. Can I ask you, 

Labour’s talked a lot about general accusations of sleaze and so 

forth, Tory sleaze. What are your specific forensic accusations 

about the prime minister himself? What do you think in specific 

terms he’s done wrong? 

AR: Well, people who have his private Whatsapp, you know, 

James Dyson has been able to get that contact around how he 

can avoid tax for people. And I think that’s a very serious issue. I 

think the estimaged £200,000 through undeclared donations to 

refurb his flat is a very serious allegation as well. And the issues 

that we’ve seen through ministers etc over the last couple of 

months has really undermined the institution of government and 

there is serious questions now that the Conservatives need to 

answer around how they dealt with their mates who have been 

fast tracked through a VIP list to get contracts. You know, we’ve 

got Liz on after me, and you know her advisers were involved in a 

company that had millions of pounds of PPE that wasn’t able to be 

used. These questions are serious questions that need to be 

asked. 

 

AM: Well, let’s look at some of the specifics. Looking at the 

Downing Street flat, the Electoral Commission is looking into this. 

You say you want a different inquiry, why do you need a different 

inquiry if the Electoral Commission is looking into it and finds 

evidence of wrongdoing surely that’s enough? 

AR: The Electoral Commission should be looking into it, absolutely, 

and doing a full investigation, especially as you’ve got a former 

senior adviser to the prime minister suggesting that not only was 
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it unethical but he believes it could be illegal as well. These are 

serious allegations. And we also think the prime minister should 

come to the House of Commons on Monday and should declare 

the ministers register of interests, which is eight months in delay. 

We’ve not seen that. Why are they hiding the fact that ministers 

have to declare these donations and they’ve not done that? That’s 

serious. And the list of the VIPs who got contracts, who seem to 

be mates of Tories or Tory donors.  This is a real stench around 

what government is about. And when you’ve got three million 

unemployed, Andrew, who have not had any support whatsoever 

through the covid crisis, it really stinks. 

 

AM: You say stench and stinks; what I’m trying to find out is 

specifically what you think the prime minister has done wrong, in 

clear terms, and what you want done about it. Do you want a 

judge-led inquiry, for instance? 

AR: We want the Election Commission to look at the prime 

minister’s undisclosed donations that are estimated about 200,000 

for his private flat. And that’s absolutely right and the prime 

minister needs to answer that. We also want the list of VIP 

contracts to be published so we know which donors and friends 

have been given contracts. Like I say, we’ve got Liz Truss on after 

this, and her adviser was involved in a company that delivered 

PPE, Andrew, that could not be used. Millions of pounds of PPE 

that could not be used. How was that happening? And we need a 

full investigation into that. 

 

AM: Let me ask you about the Dyson affair, which you mentioned 

earlier on. In the end, the prime minister says, he was in the 

middle of real crisis where Britain was running out of ventilators 

and everybody, on programmes like this and the Labour Party, 

everybody was saying we need more ventilators, we need more 

ventilators. Surely it was right for him to do anything he could to 

get more ventilators built into this country. And if Dyson’s problem 

was that his people were going to be double tax, the company if 
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the company were going to do that, that was a perfectly 

reasonable thing to raise with the prime minister. Jill Rutter, who’s 

from the Institute of Government and not a kind of full-hearted 

supporter of the government generally, says: ‘it’s perfectly 

legitimate for a business to point out a fiscal barrier to their 

participation in a scheme to the prime minister, and it’s perfectly 

okay for the prime minister to raise with the Chancellor and get 

him to look at it.’ People don’t really see much there that is a 

stench. 

AR: It should be disclosed, Andrew, that’s the point. There was 

many companies in the UK that wanted to help the effort that 

didn’t have the prime minister’s Whatsapp, that didn’t have that 

avenue in. And it was about making sure that there is a process to 

which everybody could contribute. What happened actually was 

the VIP list inhibited the process because people who were not 

vetted were pushed up because they were mates of ministers. So 

actually it didn’t help the situation at all, actually. 

 

AM: But opposition MPs too. It was anyone who was connected to 

anyone in parliament in fact, it wasn’t just the Conservative party. 

AR: Well, I didn’t have Boris Johnson’s whatsapp, Andrew, and I 

didn’t get any companies pushed through because they weren’t 

able to get on that list, to be honest. So I don’t think it was across 

parliament. And that’s why we need a full investigation and we 

need a full disclosure of the list of VIPs that were given it. 

 

AM: Okay, a full investigation by who? 

AR: Well, we want - we said, we had a vote in parliament where 

we put down the motion saying that we wanted disclosure. The 

problem is, is the government are hiding - they haven’t even 

published the ministers’ interests, and yet that was supposed to 

have happened twice a year. Eight months in we had the 

independent adviser to ministers’ standards leave the government 

last year. The government still don’t have an independent adviser 
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on ethics and standards, and it looks like the prime minister has 

got no ethics and standards himself.  

 

AM: Isn’t the truth that you are jumping on this because nothing 

else that you’re saying, as the Labour Party, is cutting through in 

the country at the moment? We’ve got a huge pandemic, 127,000 

people dead, we’ve got lots of economic problems, lots of 

challenges around the world, and yet the Labour Party is 

something like 14 points behind in polls. Not a little bit behind, a 

long way behind. You are jumping on this because there is 

nothing else. 

AR: Well, we’ve been highlighting the fact that it was the Tories 

recently who wouldn’t feed the children who needed free school 

meals. I’ve highlighted the care workers who were not even 

getting the real living wage. Many of them don’t even get the 

minimum wage. The NHS staff who the government legislated to 

give them a pay rise, and they budgeted for it and how have 

robbed them of that. And some of us can’t help but think that 

that’s because they’ve wasted all this money on giving money to 

their mates. I think the whole messages around that seems to cut 

through now, Andrew. When I’m on the doorstep now people are 

talking about it, and they are angry about that. I think the most 

important thing I have to say about Labour is many people are 

starting to realise that Labour has changed, we’ve got new 

leadership and we are listening. We suffered one of our worst 

defeats in December 2019 and we’ve been very clear that we’re 

listening to the electorate and are out there speaking to them. 

 

AM: And at that time you said we’d got a choice - you have to win 

or die, you said. It doesn’t look like you’re winning at the moment. 

It’s been a long time you’ve been lagging in the polls. When are 

we going to see the turnaround in Labour’s fortunes, when’s it 

going to happen? 

AR: I don’t think we’re dying, Andrew. That’s certainly not where 

we are. But you know, we suffered our worst defeat in 2019 and 
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we have to recognise that. And I think we’re back in the room and 

having those discussions. But when you see this level of cronyism 

coming from the Tories at the moment it shows that, you know, 

we’ve got Keir Starmer as our leader now, he was the head of 

Public Prosecutions, he’s got a huge amount of integrity, way 

more than Boris Johnson has, and it’s a clear choice at these 

elections. We’re going to put our NHS, our public services and 

looking after our young people first, not our mates who just 

happen to have our Whatsapp and a load of millions of pounds in 

their pocket. 

 

AM: You want to raise this in the House of Commons with an 

urgent question, get a senior minister to come in and respond to 

MPs on it, tomorrow morning, I think. Are you going to be able to 

do that, do you think? Is it going to happen? 

AR: Well, they should do. They should do, not just because the 

Labour Party demands it, but because the public deserve it. It’s 

taxpayers’ money. At a time of a pandemic where I say three 

million self-employed were not supported, many of our businesses 

are worried about what they’re going to be able to do over the 

next couple of months and what support they’ll get. They demand 

it. And they deserve it. The government have to answer to why 

they’ve given out billions of pounds of money to their cronies and 

their friends and they won’t even declare it through the current 

rules. Publish the members’ interests, the ministers’ interests and 

publish who’s on that VIP list and tell us about where you’re 

getting this money from, Boris, to do up your flat. 

 

AM: Alright, Angela Rayner, thanks very much indeed for coming 

in and talking to us this morning. 

(ENDS) 

 


