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THE ATTACHED TRANSCRIPT WAS TYPED FROM A RECORDING AND NOT COPIED 

FROM AN ORIGINAL SCRIPT.  BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF MISHEARING AND THE 

DIFFICULTY IN SOME CASES OF IDENTIFYING INDIVIDUAL SPEAKERS, THE BBC 

CANNOT VOUCH FOR ITS COMPLETE ACCURACY. 

 

“FILE ON 4” 

 

Transmission:  Tuesday 24 February 2009 

Repeat:  Sunday 1 March 2009 

 

Producer:  Ian Muir-Cochrane 

Reporter:  Grant Ferrett 

Editor:   David Ross 

 

ACTUALITY OF SWEARING-IN CEREMONY 

 

MUGABE: I, Robert Gabriel Mugabe, do hereby call upon you, 

Morgan Richard Tsvangirai, to take the oaths as … 

 

FERRETT: As Robert Mugabe embarks on a power-sharing deal 

with the opposition, the biggest challenge facing this uneasy alliance is to reverse the 

country’s calamitous economic decline. 

 

ACTUALITY OF TSVANGIRAI 

 

TSVANGIRAI: I, Morgan Richard Tsvangirai, do swear that I will be 

faithful and bear true allegiance to Zimbabwe … 

 

FERRETT: But foreign donors and investors remain deeply 

sceptical there can be any real change until the 85 year old president leaves power.  As they 

watch and wait, Robert Mugabe and his allies retain control of many of the levers of power 

and patronage which have helped them become rich.  



 

 

2

2

2

MAKUMBE: They have government-issued Mercedes Benzs, most 

of them stay in government houses.  They also have 4x4 vehicles. The state funds all of that.  

It’s like they’re not in Zimbabwe.  

 

FERRETT: File on Four has uncovered some of the ways in which 

this select group has enriched itself while impoverishing an entire country.  We investigate 

the vice-president’s role in a multi-million-pound gold deal in Europe, and ask if sanctions 

are anything more than a political gesture that’s backfired.  

  

LAMB: We stand charged of complicity and of failing to take 

any effective action to bring to an end a despicable regime, which is causing such horror for 

its population. These sanctions are just not worth the paper they’re written on.   

 

SIGNATURE TUNE 

 

ACTUALITY AT VICTORIA FALLS 

 

FERRETT: This is one of the world's great tourist attractions - 

Victoria Falls. The Falls mark the border between Zimbabwe and Zambia. I'm standing on 

the narrow, hundred-year-old bridge across the Falls which connects the two countries. As 

Zimbabwe descends ever further into economic ruin and chaos, business on the Zambian 

side of the bridge has boomed. New hotels are being built to accommodate the surge in 

visitors. But many of the new arrivals in the Zambian resort town of Livingstone are not 

wealthy western tourists, but impoverished Zimbabweans, desperate to escape their country's 

economic meltdown.  

 

ACTUALITY AT BUS STATION 

 

FERRETT: There are thousands of Zimbabweans in Livingstone. 

Many of them are street vendors, touting for trade around the bus station, selling bootleg 

CDs and tourist souvenirs.  Among the usual array of carvings and beads on offer, there's a 

new addition, a symbol of Zimbabwe's economic disintegration - Zimbabwe dollars.  

 

ACTUALITY OF VENDORS DESCRIBING 10 TRILLION-DOLLAR BANK NOTES 
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VENDOR: This is ten trillion … 

 

FERRETT: So that’s a ten ….  

 

VENDOR: … trillion … 

 

FERRETT: … trillion dollar note. 

 

VENDOR: Yes. 

 

FERRETT: So that’s ten with one, two, three, four … with twelve 

zeroes on it. 

 

VENDOR: Yes, twelve zeroes. 

 

FERRETT: Ten with twelve zeroes.  And how much is ten trillion 

dollars worth at the current exchange rate? 

 

VENDOR: Two US dollars. 

 

FERRETT: So ten trillion Zimbabwe dollars is worth two US 

dollars. 

 

VENDOR: Two dollars, yes.  This money will go to Zimbabwe, 

can’t use it … 

 

FERRETT: Can you not use this ten trillion dollar note in the 

shops? 

 

VENDOR: No, you can’t buy anything. They don’t want it.  Only 

US dollars and Rand. 
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FERRETT:  All the Zimbabweans told me their main aim was to 

send home money to support their families.  I visited a group of street vendors who for the 

past two years have lived in a township in Livingstone.  Each night, three of them cram into 

a single room in an effort to cut costs. The less they pay out, the more they can send home. 

 

ACTUALITY IN ROOM 

 

VENDOR: You can see three metres and half by two and a half. 

 

FERRETT: About three metres by two, and there’s three of you in 

one room. 

 

VENDOR: We also cook outside.  We can’t cook inside, our 

room is too small. 

 

FERRETT: And it’s quite noisy here. 

 

VENDOR: And it’s quite noisy.  There’s a bar, that’s why there’s 

music.  If it is raining there will be water in here, running water. 

 

FERRETT: Going past the front door? 

 

VENDOR: Yes.   

 

FERRETT: You don’t have any mattresses here? 

 

VENDOR: No, we don’t have any, we are just sleeping on these. 
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FERRETT: On these reed mats. 

 

VENDOR: Yes. 

 

FERRETT: An estimated four million people have fled 

Zimbabwe, or about a third of the population. The majority of those who remain need food 

aid. Unemployment is estimated at 94%.  But amid the economic chaos a few hundred well-

connected members of President Mugabe's ZANU-PF party have become very wealthy. 

While many Zimbabweans overseas are scraping together money to send home to keep their 

families alive, some of this elite are looking in the opposite direction, trying to pursue 

valuable business deals outside Zimbabwe.   

 

EIMER: I’m Felix Eimer and I’m working with the company  

Firstar in the commodity broker business, commodities like gold, steel, to make deals as a 

broker for them.  

 

FERRETT: In November last year, Felix Eimer, who’s based in 

Frankfurt, made contact with a young Zimbabwean commodities trader living in Madrid, 

Nyasha del Campo.  She offered to sell him more than three-and-a-half tonnes of gold.  

 

EIMER: We think that this is a genuine offer and it is in her 

legal possession and we have the information that the gold is already physically at the airport 

in Nairobi and ready to transport.  And I’m quite sure that she’s in possession of the gold, 

yes, or her company.  She’s acting on behalf of two companies.  

  

FERRETT: How much would that cost? 

 

EIMER: The first transaction size is an equivalent to twenty 

million US dollars.  

 

FERRETT: You say the first transaction. There would be 

subsequent transactions if that were to be successful?  
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EIMER: Yes, it was planned to do it on a monthly basis, to 

make each month one transaction of about twenty million US dollars.  So the total value 

would be about two hundred million US dollars that was planned from Nyasha del Campo’s 

side.  

 

FERRETT: But when Firstar looked into the deal more closely, it 

began to have misgivings.  First the gold appeared to originate from the Democratic 

Republic of Congo.  While there’s no international embargo against gold exports from the 

DRC, there are long-standing sensitivities.  The UN and human rights groups have called for 

stricter regulation, to ensure the proceeds don’t end up fuelling the conflicts which have 

raged in eastern Congo for more than a decade.   

 

ACTUALITY WITH DOCUMENT 

 

FERRETT: I’m looking at copy of a document that you’ve made 

available.  It says, in French, Democratic Republic of Congo. Certificate of origin. There are 

lots of official stamps on it.  What’s the significance of that document?  

 

EIMER: This is the statement where the gold comes from.  So 

the gold comes from the Congo. And a lot of refineries do not work with gold that is bought 

from Congo, like our refinery would not accept this gold.  This is not because of an 

international ban, but this is a decision from refinery to refinery. 

 

FERRETT: And Firstar had another concern.  It discovered that 

Nyasha del Campo was the daughter of one of Zimbabwe's most powerful families, the 

Mujurus. Her mother, Joice, is vice-president. Her father, Solomon, is a former head of the 

national army, which deployed troops in Congo from the late 1990s in return for mining and 

logging concessions.  John Makumbe, Associate Professor of Politics at the University of 

Zimbabwe, has been following the Mujurus’ fortunes for many years.  

 

MAKUMBE: Solomon Mujuru has since retired from the army and 

he is a businessman.  He is into farms. I think it is actually alleged he has six farms, and he is 

into mining, he is into manufacturing.  He is literally in every sector.  Joice Mujuru is the 

wife. She is the vice president of Zimbabwe, appointed by Robert Mugabe himself.  She is 
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MAKUMBE cont: very much into business.  She has shares in many 

companies in Zimbabwe, including shares in companies that are involved in the diamonds  

here in Zimbabwe, but also in other mining ventures throughout the country. Within the 

DRC there are huge exploits being made by both Solomon Mujuru and Joice Mujuru, and 

sometimes with the collaboration of Robert Mugabe himself.  

 

FERRETT: Those business dealings might well be legitimate. But 

both Joice Mujuru and her husband, Solomon, are on a list of those subject to sanctions in 

the EU and the United States. They’re accused of undermining democracy, human rights and 

respect for the rule of law.  And Felix Eimer says Joice Mujuru was central to the gold deal 

being offered by her daughter, Nyasha, from her base in Spain.  

  

EIMER: She promised us that in order to complete this 

transaction, her mum will pay the total amount that is necessary to transport gold from 

Nairobi to Zurich.  This is equivalent to about 150 thousand to 200 thousand euros transport 

costs. And at the end of the day, the money transaction was completed and the gold was also 

ready to be shipped by a security firm. 

 

FERRETT: File on 4 has seen copies of emails from Nyasha del 

Campo in which she refers to her mother’s role in the proposed deal.  In one to her husband, 

later copied to Firstar, she writes about her mother sending money to pay lawyers in Kenya.  

 

READER IN STUDIO: I have informed them that my mother still needs to 

make payments to our lawyers in Nairobi in order to start the process.  

 

FERRETT: And the vice-president’s involvement comes up in 

another email, this time to Firstar itself.   

There’s a copy of an email from Nyasha del Campo which says, ‘As for the transaction 

receipt, we can forget that as my mother has forbidden me to disclose it,’ so she’s saying that 

her mother can’t give documentation?  

 

EIMER: Right, she said that it’s too sensitive documentation 

for her mum and that it’s not possible to make us bank documents available because her 

mother’s name is on it.  
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FERRETT: How important to this deal was Joice Mujuru?  Was 

she an important component? 

   

EIMER: Yes, she was the component that could make the deal 

happen. Without her and her money and her funding, and I guess also her contacts that she 

brought, the contact is from her to the gold mine, Nyasha was just the person that was 

coordinating the things for third parties. The person behind the deal and the person that 

organised the funding for the deal, that was necessary to complete it and to enter the deal 

was her mother. 

 

FERRETT: In December, Firstar pulled out of the deal.  What's 

more, it put Nyasha del Campo and her mother on its company blacklist, warning others 

against doing business with them.  Felix Eimer says the chief executive of Firstar in Europe 

then received a phone call from a woman identifying herself as the Zimbabwean vice-

president.   

 

EIMER: She said if she and her daughter are not taken out of 

the blacklist she will send some people to Firstar’s headquarters. 

  

FERRETT: Do you take it seriously? 

 

EIMER: We take it seriously.  I guess that people that have 

access to such infrastructure and funds, so of course I’m concerned. 

  

FERRETT: Nyasha del Campo declined to be interviewed.  She 

sent us a brief statement.   

 

READER IN STUDIO: I cannot comment on my issue with Firstar as this is 

now in the hands of my solicitors. The only truths in the matter are that I do live in Spain, 

my mother’s name is Joice Mujuru and I am a commodities broker. 

 

FERRETT: We've been unable to contact Mrs Mujuru, so we 

turned to the Zimbabwean embassy in London.  The ambassador was said to be too busy to 

be interviewed, and instead referred us to Alfred Mutasa, a London-based academic and 
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FERRETT cont: former guerrilla fighter for Robert Mugabe's ZANLA 

army.  Mr Mutasa describes himself as a staunch supporter of President Mugabe.  He sees 

nothing untoward in Zimbabwe's vice-president funding deals to sell large quantities of gold 

in Europe.  

 

MUTASA: This is Congolese gold acquired quite legitimately.  

I’ve no problem with that, that’s business. 

  

FERRETT: You say you wouldn’t have a problem if that gold was 

sourced from Congo and this was a legal deal, but should the vice-president of Zimbabwe be 

involved in gold deals in Europe? Surely she has a job to do in Zimbabwe rather than getting 

involved in mineral exports to the rest of the world? 

 

MUTASA: All I’m saying is that what she does exactly outside 

her role as vice-president business-wise isn’t a problem as long as she’s able to discharge her 

role as vice-president.  

 

FERRETT: You think a deal in which the vice-president is 

involved in selling three and a half tonnes of gold, you don’t see any difficulty with that? 

  

MUTASA: It is possible for somebody to do, to engage in a 

legitimate business enterprise, but I think you have to look at in context of the fantastic 

smear campaigning that has been going on.  Joice Mujuru has been a target of that kind of 

thing, just like Mugabe himself.   

 

FERRETT: You mean that there’s a propaganda campaign 

internationally against Robert Mugabe? 

 

MUTASA: Yes, a very globally orchestrated programme. 

 

FERRETT: But it’s a fact, not propaganda, that as Zimbabwe as a 

whole sinks ever deeper into poverty, those closest to Robert Mugabe have become 

conspicuously wealthy. 
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ROBERTSON: If you were to visit some of our upmarket residential 

areas, you would think that you had landed in Beverly Hills.  There are some magnificent 

properties and I believe that many of the people who have built those houses could easily be 

picked up by an honest tax collector who could say, in order to build this house you must 

have misrepresented your earnings, otherwise you wouldn't have been able to build a house 

that cost clearly about five lifetimes of salary at the declared rate.    

 

FERRETT: John Robertson, an economics analyst in Harare, says 

many of these fortunes have been amassed not in spite of the economic meltdown, but 

because of it. Access to foreign exchange is the key.  Most shops no longer accept the local 

currency. Instead, foreign exchange that holds its value has become highly sought-after.  

Most Zimbabweans have to pay exorbitant rates on the black market.  But the reserve bank 

governor, Gideon Gono, has granted a select few the privilege of buying foreign exchange 

from the Central Bank at extraordinarily favourable rates.  For this small elite, the exchange 

rate is sometimes just a thousandth of the black market rate.  

 

ROBERTSON: If you can buy your foreign currency at a thousandth 

of the price that other people are paying, you can very clearly import things and then sell 

those goods as if you had paid the market price for the foreign currency, and you could also 

claim that you paid import duties.  This is something else the government gave themselves 

the privilege of - duty free imports.  If you’re high up enough in the political hierarchy, they 

would give themselves sort of money to pay for fuel or to pay for luxury motorcars.  So it 

was empowering themselves to make money without having to have any special knowledge. 

It was just the use of privilege that permitted these huge fortunes to be made.  

 

FERRETT: Gideon Gono recently published a book about his 

exploits as reserve bank governor entitled ‘Zimbabwe’s Casino Economy’.  Zimbabweans 

have lost out on a grand scale thanks to his disastrous gamble with inflation. But so far the 

governor himself has emerged a winner.  He’s become fabulously wealthy serving Robert 

Mugabe.  His new mansion in Harare’s northern suburbs is reported to have forty-seven 

rooms. Last year, he defended his decision to keep printing Zimbabwe dollars, regardless of 

the effect on inflation.  
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GONO: Extraordinary circumstances call for extraordinary 

interventions. Days are gone when we should be worrying about whether this is fiscal policy, 

whether this is monetary policy.  We’re talking about lives here, saving lives.  

 

FERRETT: In other words, Mr Gono’s answer to Zimbabwe’s 

problems was to keep the printing presses churning out ever more worthless Zimbabwe 

dollars.  As the local currency devalued, the governor and the ZANU-PF elite became still 

richer because of their access to hard currency at favourable rates.  John Makumbe again.  

 

MAKUMBE: Gideon Gono is Father Christmas basically. He 

collects all the revenue that comes into the Zimbabwe government. It is kept at the Reserve 

Bank of Zimbabwe, the Central Bank, and he dishes it out willy-nilly basically, without 

necessarily following any budget, to the party, to individuals within the party, to Mugabe 

and his family without any accountability whatsoever.  

 

FERRETT: The constant problem for Mr Gono and his senior 

ZANU-PF colleagues has been how to get hold of more foreign exchange. Zimbabwe’s 

exports have collapsed and tax revenues have dwindled.  One scheme approved by the 

reserve bank governor involved selling shares in London in what are known as dual-listed 

companies – those listed on more than one stock exchange, as John Robertson in Harare 

explains.  

 

ROBERTSON: There are only a few dual-listed companies, but the 

principal one among them was the Old Mutual.  The Old Mutual is a very large insurance 

and pension fund company set up in Africa.  The reserve bank in Zimbabwe would have to 

authorise people to buy shares in Zimbabwe and sell them abroad, and that authority was 

very seldom given to anybody but themselves. That was another of the privileges that they 

could offer and say well, when we buy shares, or when people we know, part of the inner 

circle buy shares, we can authorise them to sell those shares in another market and earn the 

foreign currency.  So it was a means of converting Zimbabwe dollars into foreign currency. 

 

FERRETT: One of the few people allowed by Gideon Gono to sell 

shares outside Zimbabwe was a businessman called Mohammed I Mohammed. What’s 

more, he was granted the privilege of becoming the sole private importer of desperately 



 

 

12

12

1

FERRETT cont: needed fuel into Zimbabwe. Patrick Smith, the editor 

of Africa Confidential, explains how the arrangement worked.  

 

SMITH: What he is doing through his London operations is to 

use the money from those Old Mutual shares bought in Zimbabwe, which he trades on the 

London market, and use the profit from those dealings then to buy oil and bring that back 

into Zimbabwe and sell it to the distribution companies in Zimbabwe at a time when he has 

literally no other competition, except the state-owned oil company. So it’s an extremely 

lucrative business and it’s made more lucrative by the fact he doesn’t have any competitors. 

It’s whatever price he and his pals in the government choose to fix. 

 

FERRETT: What evidence have you uncovered that this is 

actually taking place in London? 

 

SMITH: We have an invoice from Mr Mohammed’s company, 

which is called Ravenscourt Corporation Limited, and it’s talking about a consignment of 

diesel to Zimbabwe, and it states quite clearly on this invoice, which refers to Mr 

Mohammed’s bank, London EC2, and then names the consignee in Southerton, Harare.  

 

FERRETT: And that’s an invoice dated the 20th November? 

 

SMITH: The 20th of November 2008 and that’s when this deal 

went through. 

 

FERRETT: Mr Mohammed is not on the list of those subject to a travel 

ban or sanctions in Britain or the European Union.  Is he doing anything contrary to the regulations? 

 

SMITH: He certainly doesn’t appear to be breaking any EU 

sanctions or any British laws by this, but it does raise the question of the nature of the 

sanctions regime on Zimbabwe. Any sort of deal where the government is able to exercise its 

patronage by giving procurement contracts to his business pals, which enables them to bring 

in essential commodities into Zimbabwe and sell them for huge profits, it’s outrageous that 

they should use Britain or the European Union’s financial system to do that.  It seems to be 

absolutely contrary to the spirit of the sanctions they’re meant to be imposing on Zimbabwe. 
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FERRETT: Mr Mohammed has not responded to our request to 

tell us his side of the story.  But what of Gideon Gono’s lavish lifestyle?  What does the 

ZANU-PF loyalist and former guerrilla fighter, Alfred Mutasa, make of his ostentatious 

displays of wealth? 

He has reportedly a 47 room house, he’s got a fleet of luxury cars.  How is that possible? 

 

MUTASA: I can’t comment on the veracity of those statements as 

such.  Let’s assume that, that be the case and in Zimbabwe it is possible, if you are good 

enough farming and so on, from what I hear, Gono’s got a very big farm where he’s been 

farming very successfully. 

 

FERRETT: So he’s a good farmer as well as being a good banker? 

  

MUTASA: It’s possible, it’s quite possible.  That there are people 

like some Zimbabwean generals I know, they are very good farmers. 

 

FERRETT: Sanctions were imposed on Zimbabwe in 2002 by the 

European Union, the United States and others.  They were intended to send a signal of 

disapproval and to isolate President Mugabe and his senior colleagues.  They were also 

designed to promote human rights and the rule of law.  There are now more than 200 

individuals and 40 companies whose assets in Europe are liable to be frozen and who are 

subject to a travel ban.  But the fact that they’ve been so narrowly targeted has severely 

limited their effectiveness.  They were never intended, for example, to affect multinationals, 

including well-known British names.  The Liberal Democrat MP, Norman Lamb, has been 

monitoring the activities of British banks in Zimbabwe for several years.  He believes they 

are, in effect, helping to keep Robert Mugabe in power.  

 

LAMB: For example, banks including Standard Chartered are 

required to participate in an agricultural loan scheme. This is providing loans to people 

who've benefited from the land grab, and bear in mind that it wasn't the people of Zimbabwe 

who benefited from the land grab; it’s the ruling elite, those close to Robert Mugabe. It's also 

the case that any commercial bank operating in Zimbabwe is required by the government to 

reinvest 40% percent of its profits in government bonds.  So in these sorts of ways we are, 

through these banks, providing financial support and sustenance to the Mugabe regime and it 

seems to me ultimately to be counter-productive  to sustain the regime in that way. 
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FERRETT: Do you think the banks should be taking action 

themselves then?  Should they be saying themselves, we're not prepared to work in 

Zimbabwe under these circumstances? 

 

LAMB: I recognise there's a dilemma.  The banks’ argument is 

that if they were to comply with the spirit of the sanctions and stop the support, the loans for 

those on the EU list, then they would have to cease business in Zimbabwe and that would 

result in hundreds, possibly thousands of people losing their jobs, and I don't take that 

concern lightly. Even a country as dysfunctional as Zimbabwe requires a banking sector to 

function, and Mugabe has been sustained because of the operation of British banks, and I 

think ultimately that has prolonged the agony for this country and for its people. 

 

FERRETT: We asked Standard Chartered, which operates through 

a wholly-owned subsidiary in Zimbabwe, for an interview.  We particularly wanted to ask 

about their role in providing loans to those who illegally acquired land following the 

invasion of white-owned farms.  They declined, but issued a statement saying they’d taken a 

long-term decision to continue working in Zimbabwe to look after the interests of their 860 

staff there.  

 

READER IN STUDIO: Standard Chartered Bank, Zimbabwe is required 

to hold Government securities, just as the bank is required to invest in approved assets to 

meet statutory reserve requirements in every other country in which it operates. Likewise, all 

banks in Zimbabwe are obliged to administer applications for working capital loans for the 

local agricultural sector, which are funded entirely by the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe. 

 

FERRETT: Within the past few weeks, Norman Lamb has used 

the Freedom of Information Act to gain access to correspondence between Whitehall 

departments, in which Foreign Office and Treasury civil servants consider whether Standard 

Chartered has breached sanctions. They conclude that because it’s operating through a 

subsidiary incorporated in Zimbabwe, there’s been no violation.  Norman Lamb says that 

suggests the sanctions regime is virtually meaningless.  

 

LAMB: I have here an internal FCO briefing document from 

August last year and it says, Standard Chartered risk real reputational damage if seen as 

passing funds to the government of Zimbabwe.’  Understand that Standard Chartered has 



 

 

15

15

1

been diverting money to the government of Zimbabwe due to a legal obligation to do so, but 

must realise the repercussions of giving money to those responsible for this crisis. And so the 

Foreign Office is clearly fully aware of the extent to which British-based banks are 

sustaining the Mugabe regime, and yet until now this has remained secret.  What we’ve 

exposed is that these sanctions are just not worth the paper that they’re written on. 

 

FERRETT: So you’d like to see sanctions looked at again? 

 

LAMB: If it’s no more than rhetoric, if it's tokenism, if we're 

talking tough but actually doing nothing effective, then I think it just brings the whole  

process of sanctions into disrepute and we stand charged of complicity and of failing to take 

any effective action to bring to an end a despicable regime which is causing such horror for 

its population.  

 

FERRETT: I put those arguments to the Foreign Office minister 

with responsibility for Africa, Mark Malloch-Brown.  

A Freedom of Information request, which has just been answered, reveals emails between 

government officials apparently scrambling to find reasons not to stop banks operating in 

Zimbabwe.  It seems that we have sanctions so long as they don’t inconvenience anybody. 

 

MALLOCH-BROWN: No, I think that’s just a misunderstanding of it. We 

have sanctions intended to inconvenience and make as uncomfortable as possible the elite 

around Mugabe.  We’re absolutely determined that we shouldn’t make life harder for 

ordinary Zimbabweans and we think the closing of these banks would do that.  And frankly, 

they would also make our own humanitarian aid operations impossible because we use these 

banks to put money in the country, which we can spend locally. You know, this is not 

something about somehow turning a blind eye to big British business interests.  It’s about 

being very steady and clear-eyed in what we’re trying to do here, which is, you know, 

squeeze the elite and protect ordinary Zimbabweans. 

 

FERRETT: Those banks, one of which, Standard Chartered 

Subsidiary is wholly owned by a British company.  They’re handing over loans, millions of 

dollars sometimes, as part of this land redistribution programme.  That makes a mockery of 

sanctions if banks can do that, doesn’t it? 
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MALLOCH-BROWN:  Well, look, I’m not going to get into, you know, who’s 

lending what to whom, because frankly, you know, it’s commercially confidential 

information that I’m not privy to, and, you know, I’m not necessarily sure the sources who 

have given you that are privy to either. You know, what I know is the leadership of Standard 

Chartered as well as British-headquartered mining companies involved in the country as 

well, you know, have continuously assured us that they minimise their relations with the 

regime.   

 

FERRETT: But it’s not only the activities of multinationals which 

have attracted criticism.  Concerns have also been raised over smaller companies and some 

individuals who’ve been operating in Britain. 

 

ACTUALITY IN SUNNINGDALE 

 

FERRETT: Last month, the European Union added another batch 

of names of individuals and companies to the list of those subject to sanctions for their role 

in propping up Robert Mugabe’s government.  No fewer than ten companies were listed at a 

single address here on London Road in Sunningdale, a wealthy commuter town in Berkshire.  

The man behind those businesses, whose assets in Europe have now been frozen, is John 

Bredenkamp, a former captain of the Rhodesia rugby team and sanctions buster for Ian 

Smith’s Rhodesian government during the days of white minority rule in the 1960s and 70s.   

It’s John Bredenkamp’s more recent business activities which have caught the attention of 

campaigners.  Patricia Feeney of the pressure group Rights and Accountability in 

Development, has followed his dealings for the best part of a decade, largely as a result of  

Zimbabwe’s involvement in the war in the Democratic Republic of Congo.  She believes he 

should have been subject to sanctions far earlier.  

 

FEENEY: It was in about 2002 when there were a series of UN 

expert panel reports into the causes of the conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 

and it looked at the illegal exploitation of the natural resources of the Congo, and it listed 

among those who were profiteering from the Congo John Bredenkamp, and they suggested 

and recommended to the UN Security Council in 2002 that Bredenkamp, among others, 

should have a travel ban imposed on him and that there should be financial restrictions 

placed on his companies. 
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FERRETT: Mr Bredenkamp denied any wrongdoing and was 

allowed to carry on working out of Britain.  Patricia Feeney says there was no desire on the 

part of British ministers to take action, in spite of the UN’s findings.   

 

FEENEY: We raised with Patricia Hewitt, who was then the 

Head of the DTI, we met with Chris Mullin at the Foreign & Commonwealth Office when he 

was the Africa Minister, we met with Hilary Benn throughout 2002/2003, trying to push the 

British government to take whatever action it could. We found it a very uphill task.  There 

seemed to be very little appetite.  We wrote to Jack Straw in March 2006 and we were really 

just fobbed off.  

  

FERRETT: In November the United States announced that it 

would freeze John Bredenkamp’s assets, describing him as a Mugabe regime crony.   

Mr Bredenkamp rejects the allegations and says he hasn’t met Robert Mugabe for more than 

twenty years.  But the US Treasury said he’d used a ‘sophisticated web of companies to 

financially prop up the regime’. It was only in January, after Washington had taken action, 

some seven years after the international concerns were first raised, that Britain and the EU 

followed suit. For Patrick Smith, it suggests a broader reluctance on this side of the Atlantic 

to tackle businessmen.   

 

SMITH: They want sanctions to make a rhetorical point against 

political appointees, but they don’t want to go for the financial infrastructure, and I’d say it’s 

not just Bredenkamp.  I mean, it’s a raft of people that if they had gone for, if the Europeans 

had gone for those characters, those businesspeople much earlier, I think they would have 

had a lot more leverage in Zimbabwe and perhaps persuaded South Africa to do the same.   

Instead of which you’ve seen this rather sort of messy process of the Europeans gradually 

gradually coming round to imposing sanctions almost when it’s too late. 

 

FERRETT: But of all the criticisms of sanctions, perhaps the most 

powerful focuses not on the many loopholes and limitations.  Instead it’s a political point 

which Robert Mugabe spares no opportunity to emphasise.  

 

ACTUALITY AT RALLY 
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MUGABE: The problem we have had is a problem that has been 

created by a former colonial power wanting to continue to interfere in our domestic affairs.  

Why why why the hand of the British?  Let us ask that. 

  

FERRETT: For Mr Mugabe and his supporters, Zimbabwe’s  

problems can be explained by sanctions.  They deny they’re targeted only at the elite.  The 

economics analyst in Harare, John Robertson, says sanctions have had no effect 

economically and have been counterproductive politically, and should therefore be dropped 

altogether.  

 

ROBERTSON: The sanctions have not been real in the sense of they 

made any difference whatever to economic activity.  ZANU-PF has made political capital 

out of sanctions to a far, far greater extent than I think was ever anticipated by the people 

who imposed the sanctions. In other words, ZANU-PF have been able to claim that the entire 

reason for the decline of Zimbabwe’s economy has been the sanctions.  So they have made 

political capital out of this in a way that has been thoroughly dishonest and unfortunately too 

readily believed by a large proportion of Zimbabwe’s population, because the media is under 

the control of the government, and radio, television and the daily newspaper can pour onto 

the total population every single day the claims that the country is suffering from sanctions 

and the only reason why there’s a food shortage or job shortage or any other problem is 

because of sanction.  I do believe it would be a good idea if the world could announce the 

removal of sanctions so that the people here will see how little difference it makes.   

 

FERRETT: That’s not an idea that wins favour at the Foreign 

Office.  The minister, Lord Malloch-Brown, hopes real change has now begun in Zimbabwe 

and believes this isn’t the time to change course. 

The sanctions policy has been in place for about seven years now.  President Mugabe has 

been president throughout.  He’s still the head of state there.  Violence has continued 

sporadically.  The sanctions have had little or no effect, have they? 

 

MALLOCH-BROWN: Well, I think they’ve contributed, but you know, these 

were sanctions where we kept the gloves on, because we didn’t want to harm ordinary 

Zimbabweans, so they’ve only been targeted at individuals and latterly at companies which 

are directly kind of involved in the regime. 
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FERRETT: What you’ve ended up with is a sanctions policy 

which has no discernible effect other than to entrench President Mugabe’s position, because 

he’s repeatedly misrepresented the sanctions as general economic sanctions and in that way 

rallied support among some other African leaders. 

 

MALLOCH-BROWN: He’s conflated it, you’re right, because when he talks 

about sanctions what he’s really complaining about is that the World Bank and the IMF 

won’t give him big cheques to keep going.  And, you know, even if we didn’t have any 

sanctions he’d find some way to blame that fact on the Brits. 

 

FERRETT: But the policy has given President Mugabe a PR 

opportunity and in fact, far from stopping him from establishing his grip on power even 

further, it’s actually helped President Mugabe, it’s been counter-productive. 

 

MALLOCH-BROWN: Well, no, you’ve got to net net it if you like.  Yes, it’s 

been a PR prop to him but everything the UK does is a PR prop to him.  But does that mean 

that you put aside sanctions?  I don’t think so, because you know actually they have been 

pinching a nerve.  They are never the answer, but they help.  I think they have contributed 

very significantly to him feeling he had to do a deal with Morgan Tsvangirai.  

 

FERRETT: Perhaps now then is the time to abandon sanctions 

altogether.  He’s now had to share at least some power with the opposition.  Why not give 

them up altogether? 

 

MALLOCH-BROWN: Because, you know, he’s going to have to show 

evidence that he and the people around him are genuinely committed to this deal. If political 

prisoners are released, if the violence stops, if there’s a clear road map to elections, we’ll 

start to lower the stick.  But, you know, given that we think it was pressure on Mugabe that 

got him to where he is now, the last thing we’re going to do is, you know, put the stick 

down. 

 

SIGNATURE TUNE 


