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ANDREW MARR: 

Education has been one of the busiest ministries over the past three years, introducing 

free schools, reforming the exam system and the curriculum, and along the way the 

Secretary of State has picked a few fights with the teaching unions, with the 

educational establishment which, apparently, he calls “the Blob”. Michael Gove joins 

me now. Welcome. We’ll talk about the Blob later on … 

  

MICHAEL GOVE: 

Of course, Andrew. 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

… but let’s start talking about free schools because you’ve now introduced new kinds 

of regulation because there have been problems in free schools - the Al-Madinah 

School, above all. What went wrong originally? Do you think you were naïve when 

you first set out on this great crusade? 

  

MICHAEL GOVE: 

I don’t think we were naïve, but things have certainly gone wrong. There is one 

school, the Al-Madinah School in Derby, where things went very badly wrong. For 
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me the test is how quickly do you deal with failure; and we recognised, after a 

whistleblower had brought to our attention some real concerns with this school, that 

we needed to take action. And just last week we were able to say that the current 

group of governors - idealistic people but people who got it badly wrong - are now 

standing down and there’s a great new head teacher who’s taking over. So that’s the 

first test I set myself - 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

Right. 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

… the speed with which you deal with failure. But the second broader test is have free 

schools and have our reforms started to move the education system in the right 

direction? And I think overall they have. 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

Well I know there’s a huge argument about exactly the figures, but, according to 

Ofsted, non-free schools have done slightly better than free schools. 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

Well we’ve looked at those schools that have been inspected under a new tighter 

inspection regime - free schools versus local authority schools - because we’ve got a 

new Chief Inspector, Michael Wilshaw, who’s quite rightly being tougher than ever 

before. Great man and the right approach. And if you look at free schools and 

compare them - and they’re all schools that have started in the last couple of years, 

sometimes in the teeth of the political opposition - they’re outperforming other 

schools that have been inspected under this new framework and, in particular, they’re 

outperforming new local authority schools as well. So … 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

(over) Are you com… 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

… the signs are very hopeful. 
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ANDREW MARR: 

Are you comfortable about the very, very large number of unqualified teachers 

coming into these schools at the moment because in the Al-Madinah case … 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

Yeah. 

   

ANDREW MARR: 

… there was particular criticism by Ofsted who said you know they’re not getting the 

support, they are unqualified, they don’t know how to teach in effect - particularly at 

primary level? 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

Well Al-Madinah was a specific case - a worrying one and one that we’ve taken 

action to deal with. More broadly … 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

More broadly. 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

… there are fewer unqualified teachers now in state schools than there were under the 

last government and teachers are better qualified than ever before. There are more 

great teachers from top universities who are coming into our schools … 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

(over) But am I not right in saying that in the free schools, there are many more 

unqualified teachers coming in? 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

There are some teachers in free schools who do not have the what’s called “Qualified 

Teacher Status”, which is a particular type of teaching qualification, but the same 

thing is true in independent schools, fee paying schools, and the fact is that some of 

the free schools are independent schools that have come into the state system. So 
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there’s schools, for example, like Batley Grammar School, which used to be a very 

exclusive school, open only to those who could pay. Now in effect I, a Conservative 

Education Secretary, have nationalised independent schools. Because some of the 

teachers there are people who went straight from top universities into those schools, 

they don’t have that Qualified Teacher Status. What they do have, in the case of 

Batley Grammar School and its Head of Geography, is a first class degree from 

Cambridge University. 

   

ANDREW MARR: 

And you’re very, very worried about the condition of particularly young black men in 

schools not getting the education they deserve. You’re beginning to sound like Shirley 

Williams in a suit, I have to say, which is unexpected. 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

(laughs) Well there’s a lot to be said about Shirley and there’s a marvellous new 

biography of her out as well. 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

Yes there is. 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

But one of the things that I would say is that the reason why we’re changing the 

education system, the reason why we’re taking independent fee paying schools and 

making them state schools is precisely as you say - we need to make our society more 

equal. We’ve got a big problem in this country in that England has for generations 

now been stratified and segregated because of an unequal education system. Free 

schools are part of changing that. They’re bringing good schools to areas where 

there’s been underperformance in the past. But we’re making other changes as well. 

With our Liberal Democrat colleagues, we’re spending more money on the education 

of the very poorest children and we’re also changing the curriculum, so it embeds a 

higher level of ambition particularly for kids from poorer homes. 

  

ANDREW MARR: 

(over) I want to come to the curriculum in just a second … 
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MICHAEL GOVE: 

Of course. 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

… but just a last thing on free schools. 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

Yes. 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

I wonder whether one of the things that you hadn’t fully appreciated when you set out 

on this thing was that there are lots of different cultures around the country … 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

Yes. 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

… and some of them have high … There’s a lot of secrecy in these schools and very 

different cultures, and what might have appeared to be a very sensible idea in Surrey 

or parts of North London doesn’t work so well in other parts of the country and that 

was a mistake as it were?  

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

I do take your point, but what we’ve seen is that free schools are making a difference 

across the country, and many of the new free schools that are opening are backed by 

people from a variety of different cultures and faith backgrounds. You’re right, we do 

need to police carefully schools which do have a faith ethos and I’ll be saying more 

about that in due course. But let’s not forget the fact there are outstanding schools 

which have a faith ethos in different parts of the country … 

  

ANDREW MARR: 

(over) You see I don’t … 
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MICHAEL GOVE: 

(over) … and people who are leading these schools. For example, I’ll mention one 

guy - a guy called Irfan Latif who’s the Head Teacher not of a Muslim school but of a 

Church of England School in the West Country; and that Church of England School, 

Sexey’s, is one of the most outstanding schools in the country. And what it does is 

provide an education that reflects faith values but in an inclusive environment. 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

In an inclusive … Because I don’t see really why I as a taxpayer should be funding 

schools where girls are segregated when they’re taught from boys. 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

I agree with that completely.  

 

ANDREW MARR: 

You agree with that? Right. 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

I think it’s absolutely wrong to have any form of segregation. The whole point about 

state faith schools is that they strike the right balance between respect for the many 

great faiths that go to make you know modern multicultural Britain in all its diversity 

and richness, but at the same time, through proper inspection and adherence to a broad 

and balanced curriculum, we make sure that children can respect their heritage and 

then be fully integrated into modern Britain. 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

Good. And on an analogous subject, I suppose, do you agree with the Attorney 

General that there is a particular problem of political corruption in Pakistani 

communities in this country? 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

Well I’m not an expert on political corruption, so I will …  

 

ANDREW MARR: 
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(over) Very, very nicely dodged. 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

(laughs) … so I won’t, I literally won’t go there. I think that what Dominic wanted to 

say is that wherever corruption occurs, we need to root it out; and I think that some of 

the changes that we’ve been making for example to the way in which voters are 

registered will help to do that. 

  

ANDREW MARR: 

(over) But you will help deal with it that way? 

  

MICHAEL GOVE: 

Well everyone will choose their own words and I think it’s important - it was what I 

was arguing on Friday - to look at the way in which all Britain’s minority 

communities are contributing to our growth and to our success, but also asking 

ourselves what can we do in government to help them. And in particular I’m 

concerned about the underperformance of black Caribbean boys from poorer homes. 

We need to do more to improve their education. One of the people who I absolutely 

agree with on this is Diane Abbot who’s argued that in the past these children have 

suffered from the soft bigotry … 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

Absolutely. 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

… of low expectations. What we need to do is to introduce them to a rigorous 

curriculum, the sorts of subjects that we studied when we were boys that gave us the 

chance to succeed. 

  

ANDREW MARR: 

Right. On the curriculum, I mean you’ve done a lot of things to kind of make it 

tougher and more rigorous and so on. I’m going to shamelessly introduce one of my 

little pet enthusiasms, which is the teaching of art and cultural matters … 
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MICHAEL GOVE: 

Yes. 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

… and a lot of art teachers are very worried they’re being pushed to one side, which, 

given that we have an incredibly rich visual culture - we have so many architects and 

designers and so on making money around the world - doesn’t seem to make 

economic as well as educational sense. Can we have more drawing, please? 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

I entirely agree with you. One of the things that we wanted to do in the new art and 

design curriculum is to put a new emphasis on drawing and painting to make sure that 

people could grasp these skills as part of art and design. But two things I’d say. I’m 

seeing Nick Serota, the Head of the Tate, shortly to discuss this because I take it 

enormously seriously. Yes people need to have the literacy and the numeracy, which 

are the foundation stones, but it’s at school that people can be introduced to the 

geniuses of the past that they might not be introduced to at home and they also have 

the chance to nurture a talent they might not find. But the other thing about art and 

design is that, like you, I’m fascinated by and love drawing and painting, but we also 

need to recognise that design now encompasses things, for example, like coding and 

computer programming … 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

Absolutely. 

 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

… and one of the changes that we’ve made is we’ve updated our ICT curriculum so 

that children now are learning to code at school, learning to write in Java script and to 

generate the applications which provide a whole new vista of creativity for young 

people.  

 

ANDREW MARR: 

We’re just about to get the inevitable international comparisons of English schools. 
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MICHAEL GOVE: 

Yeah. 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

How do you think they’re going to do? 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

Well I don’t know, but I think one of the things that it’s important to recognise is that 

the comparisons that the OECD are going to bring out will reflect to a significant 

extent what happened under the last government. There were comparisons of 

teenagers taken just a couple of years into our time in government and we were able 

to do some things to build on what had happened in the past, but I think that these 

tables will be a judgement to an extent … 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

(over) On the past, not present? 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

… on the past, not the present …  

 

ANDREW MARR: 

(over) Quite a broad … 

 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

… and I hope that shows some progress because I do think that there were some good 

things that happened under the last government that we wanted to build on, as well as 

some other things where we disagreed with them and we took a different course. 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

Alright, let’s turn to some of the other big issues around. Immigration, above all. 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 
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Yes. 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

The Prime Minister is determined to have a showdown (if he needs to) with the EU on 

the number of Bulgarian and Romanians coming into this country early on … 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

Yes. 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

… to remove benefit rights for them for a year or so. Do you agree with that? Is it 

practical politics, do you think? 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

Yes, I absolutely agree with him and I do think it’s practical politics. The Prime 

Minister has - and I think Yvette acknowledged this earlier - struck exactly the right 

note on migration, which is to celebrate the achievements of people who’ve come 

here, to recognise that migration has to work for people who are already here from 

whatever background; but when it comes to new migrants from accession countries in 

the EU, we need to look properly at the benefits system here - to make sure that 

people are coming here to work and to contribute, not to take advantage of what is 

rightly a generous welfare state. 

 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

Very interesting. Your party has been having a great deal of fun at the expense of the 

Labour Party in the matter of Paul Flowers and all of that, but it’s been suggested that 

actually the Conservatives have a lot to answer when we ask ourselves how it could 

come that somebody with no banking experience like this Methodist Minister who 

was far too busy doing other things to run banks should end up running such a big 

bank. That happened under your party’s watch. Don’t you think the Government’s got 

something to answer there? 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 
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Well I absolutely think that we need to have lots of questions answered. That’s why 

the Chancellor of the Exchequer took the advice of independent people to set up an 

inquiry which will ask searching questions about what went on right up to the 

moment that we discovered everything that we discovered about Paul Flowers. So it’s 

certainly the case that the Treasury are perfectly happy to answer those questions, 

indeed set up the inquiry so that they could be asked.  

 

ANDREW MARR: 

Right. 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

The difficulty I think that Labour has is that they were the people who were 

responsible for appointing or allowing Paul Flowers to be appointed on their watch 

and there’s a pattern of behaviour, I fear, which is that when tough questions are 

asked of Labour over Paul Flowers, over Unite and you know Grangemouth and 

ballot rigging and all the rest of this, then they tend to clam up. And one thing I think 

is slightly sort of odd is that Ed Miliband has been a great advocate of transparency, 

judge led inquiries, all the rest of it, but whenever anyone asks questions about the 

Labour Party then he has a sort of coquettish reticence. 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

A “coquettish reticence”. That’s nicely put. I mean he says this is becoming a very 

dirty campaign and that we’re heading to a very personalised, dirty election. As a 

leading Conservative, can you assure him that that’s not going to happen? 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

Absolutely. I mean I think we have had some disagreeable aspects of politics in the 

past. For example, you know we know that Damian McBride under Gordon Brown 

was a particular type of you know … 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

Indeed. 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 



 

12 

… hitman. To his credit Ed Miliband said to - and Douglas Alexander to his credit - 

said to Gordon Brown get rid of this chap, and they didn’t. I think that Ed Miliband 

wants to fight a clean election campaign. I certainly do. I know that David Cameron 

does. I think that the election campaign should be conducted on the basis of policy 

versus policy. One of my worries is that actually so far quite a lot of the critique of the 

Government from Labour has been very personal and I remember the ways in which 

at different times my colleague Edward Timpson in the Crewe by-election or David 

Cameron were attacked for their background, not for their beliefs. I think that’s 

wrong. I think that we should have an argument about the extent to which you know 

with our additional investment in early years … 

   

ANDREW MARR: 

(over) Here’s hoping, here’s hoping. 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

(over) … we’re pushing forward social mobility. That’s what matters more than you 

know where a particular politician went to school. 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

Alright one final area. I keep going on and on and on … 

 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

Yes. 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

… but the Prime Minister’s quoted as attacking what he called “green crap” in terms 

of these pro-wind farm policies and subsidies and so on. It might not be your phrase, 

but do you agree with him by and large that the Government has gone too far in green 

subsidies? 

 

MICHAEL GOVE: 

Well I think it’s absolutely right to look to see if we’re making sure that the cost that 

people face when they pay their energy bills properly reflects a balance between 
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helping the poorest but also making sure that there is appropriate investment in the 

environment. I saw the Prime Minister on Friday. He’d just been talking to a number 

of my colleagues who want to see investment in green technology - investment for 

example in East Yorkshire, in Hull, the new City of Culture, by companies like 

Siemens - is critical. So I think there’s a balance to be struck. There are jobs that can 

come from renewable energy, but we do have to review to make sure that the balance 

of taxation is right. 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

Michael Gove, thank you very much indeed for joining us this morning. 

 

INTERVIEW ENDS 

 


