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AM: Michael Gove, welcome.  

MG: Good morning Andrew.  

AM: Can we start off with Waspi women? What is the 

Conservative offer to Waspi women? 

MG: Well, we are naturally sympathetic to the position in which 

they find themselves, and one of the things that we’ve done is 

we’ve provided additional funding in order to smooth the 

transition which previous governments have acknowledged needs 

to be made when we’re equalising the pension age. One of the 

problems, of course, with Labour’s position is that they are 

spending money which they pledged not to spend. When they 

launched their manifesto earlier this week they said that they 

would have certain rules about spending and they wouldn’t 

borrow beyond a particular limit. They’ve now driven a coach and 

horses through those rules and they are planning to borrow and 

planning to raise taxes in a way which will cause further damage 

to our economy. 

 

AM: Are you feeling slightly queasy about this, because it is 3.7 

million voters who’ve been told this morning they have got a big 

Christmas present on the way  - well targeted and the money’s 

going to come from borrowing? Perhaps you’ve been too cautious, 

too timid about this. 

MG: No. And I certainly think that the position that many women 

find themselves in is one which naturally I’m sympathetic too. But 

it’s also important that when we’re looking at spending priorities 

overall we recognise that Labour, if they went ahead with their 

plans, would not only be borrowing more and taxing more, their 

tax plans would hit pensions. All of our pensions depend on the 

health of investments and pension funds. Labour’s tax plans 
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would hit those investments and those pension funds and damage 

economic security for everyone. 

 

AM: Okay, we’re here to talk about your policies. Let’s talk about 

your own fiscal rules. You had a go at Labour for their fiscal rules. 

You’re announcing this morning no tax increases across a wide 

range of taxes. What happens if the economy doesn’t go as well 

you hope after Brexit? Where’s your headroom? 

MG: Well, we have three specific fiscal rules. The first is to make 

sure that we have a balanced budget overall. The second is to 

borrow only for capital investments, taking advantage of the 

relatively low interest rates that we have at the moment, but in a 

very focused way. And the third is that if the economic situation 

changes and if interest rates change, then we look again at our 

approach towards debt. So our fiscal rules are designed to deal 

with any specific economic circumstance. 

 

AM: I’m asking you about tax. 

MG: Oh yes. 

AM: Because under these rules, if you don’t get the tax receipts 

that you’re hoping because the economy hasn’t done as well as 

you hope you’re in real trouble. You then have to cut spending.  

MG: Well, if we’re looking at the future of the economy, it’s pretty 

clear that our economy will be in a stronger position if we get 

Brexit done. And our economy will be in a weaker position if we 

have the economic paralysis that comes from not having Brexit 

done. We have an oven-ready deal. We can make sure that if we 

have a working Conservative majority, parliament can get working 

again, we can then ensure that with that good Brexit deal we’re in 

a stronger position and our economy will be in a stronger position 

to invest in the people’s priorities and to provide people with tax 

security.  
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AM: I’ll come back to Brexit in just a moment, but in terms of your 

own manifesto, is there a big ambitious thought-through offer on 

social care? 

MG: Yes, there is.  

AM: There is? 

MG: We have an approach towards social care which is that an 

additional one billion pounds is being allocated in order to deal 

with the current agenda. 

AM: So there’s a short term – long term too? Long term? 

MG: We believe that social care ultimately should be approached 

in broadly the same way as our NHS. We want to work with other 

parties in the same way that the NHS is beyond political 

controversy. It is something that we all regard as precious and 

there’s no political debate about whether or not it should be free 

at the point of use for everyone. We want to forge a consensus 

on social care similar to that.  

 

AM: So you want to forge a consensus with the Liberal Democrats 

who are proposing a tax rise to pay for it, which you’re against, 

and with the Labour Party who you regard as deranged Marxists. 

That’s going to go well isn’t it? 

MG: Well, I think it’s important to recognise that the current 

Labour leadership certainly have an approach towards our 

economy.  

AM: Let’s not talk about them. I’m just saying how are you going 

to do a consensual deal with people you revile so much? 

MG: No, I think the important thing to recognise is that there are 

people who are within the liberal democratic tradition and within 

the Labour tradition not currently represented in their leaderships 

who want consensus. I won’t embarrass some of the Labour MPs 

who are standing in this election. But there are people I know, 

friends of mine, who disagree with Jeremy Corbyn and who do 

want to work with us. 

AM: Three things you could do on social care. Will you have a 

lifetime cap on the cost of social care or not? 
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MG: Well, I don’t want to pre-empt what’s going to be said in our 

manifesto later today, so you’ll have to wait for the manifesto for 

some of the further detail about the position we will take on social 

care. But the broad approach that we want to take – 

AM: We know you’re not going to raise taxes to help. 

MG: The broad approach that we want to take is to build that 

consensus. 

 

AM: So what about people selling their homes? Right now there 

are people who are really, really worried about the cost of care in 

their final years and are being forced to sell their family home. 

Can you give a pledge the Conservatives will stop that happening? 

MG: We want to work towards a position where people have 

absolute security, people are not selling their homes, and people 

are not in the position where they have to see their savings 

disappear in this way. I think people acknowledge that social care 

is one of the most important issues facing Britain, and if you want 

to have an answer on social care you need to build an enduring 

consensus. More than that, you also need to ensure that you have 

a growing economy so that you can continue to invest in the NHS 

and social care. And the other parties’ plans would undermine the 

growth that we’ve enjoyed in the past. 

AM: People need an answer now. You remember very well, the 

last election, 2017, it all fell apart, your social care policy and it 

was very, very embarrassing. And so far we haven’t heard – we’ve 

had promise after promise after promise of a real thought-through 

big strategy for social care, and month after month it fails to 

come. If it’s not in your manifesto in detail that is a huge 

Conservative political failure. 

MG: No. Quite the opposite. I think it’s important that we 

recognise that the political challenge is one for all parties. If 

you’re dealing with an issue like social care - 

AM: But that’s convenient, you must have an answer yourselves. 

MG: Where you want to have across the generations justice and a 

well funded approach you need to have a conversation with 
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others. Now normally – indeed during the course of this election 

campaign – different parties have been accused of being polarised 

and partisan. The approach that we in the Conservative Party take 

towards these big issues is actually to be generous, open and 

inclusive and say let’s work together in order to make sure that 

we have a solution that spans the generations. 

 

AM: Are you going to maintain the overall size of the armed 

forces? 

MG: We are certainly going to maintain defence spending at 

above two per cent. 

AM: That’s not what I asked. Are you going to maintain the size? 

Are you going to maintain an army of 80,000 people or 

thereabouts? 

MG: Well, the army’s actually slightly larger than that when you 

take into account the reservists - 

AM: Are you going to maintain that? 

MG: We have absolutely no plans to reduce the size of the armed 

forces at all. There’s a stark contrast here. Labour and Jeremy 

Corbyn – 

AM: Let’s not talk about contrast, let’s talk about the aircraft 

carriers. We’ve spent three billion pounds a pop on two new 

aircraft carriers – 

MG: Magnificent vessels. 

AM: - are they going to go – both of them go into service with the 

Royal Navy. 

MG: Yes. 

AM: There’s going to be no mothballing, no handing them over to 

the Americans? 

MG: No. They are the fruit of not just investment but also hard 

work. And if one thinks about the Royal Navy, we are building 

new frigates and destroyers, and of course they’re being built, the 

new ships of the Royal Navy, in Scotland, in Rossyth, that 

investment in our Royal Navy is one of the many reasons why the 

United Kingdom is stronger together. If we had a Labour 
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government we would not have that investment. If we had an 

SNP – 

AM: Let’s stop – 

MG: -  victory on independence, we would lose that investment. 

Our armed forces are stronger because of the Conservatives. 

AM: You mentioned just now that rather glorious Borisism, an 

oven-ready Brexit. Can I ask about you what happens if you win 

an overall majority and you get your withdrawal agreement 

through as you hope and you have the votes by Christmas. In the 

next phase when you’re negotiating the arrangement going 

forward, is there going to be any possibility of an extension? In 

other words, you’ve got to ask for an extension by July to get it 

beyond one year? Are you going to do that? 

MG: No.  

 

AM: So there’s going to be no extension. So over eleven months 

you are going to negotiate a really good free trade deal come hell 

or high water, die in a ditch, and we’ll be out of the EU definitely 

by this time next year? 

MG: Well, we’ll be out of the EU actually by January. We will have 

formally left, because there’ll be a withdrawal agreement – 

AM: But we haven’t got an agreement. 

MG: Well, the withdrawal agreement will safeguard the position of 

EU citizens in the UK, UK citizens in the EU. It will settle our 

divorce bill and it will make sure we don’t have a hard border in 

Ireland. All of those things will be done, they are there in the 

deal. 27 EU nations agree that this is the right way to go. And the 

problem with the other parties is – 

AM: No, let’s not talk about the other parties, let’s talk about you 

– 

MG: And Labour don’t have a policy at all. 

AM: Let’s talk about you. You still have to negotiate this trade 

deal going forward next year. If by the – towards the end of next 

year, sort of October/November, you’re not getting what you want 
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do we leave without a trade deal? In other words, would we go 

away on WTO rules? 

MG: We’ve done a huge amount of work already, alongside the 

withdrawal agreement, in the political declaration, which lays the 

groundwork for the deal that we want. And Simon Coveney, the 

Irish deputy prime minister, who you’ve had on this programme, a 

very thoughtful and influential figure, not always someone who 

necessarily takes the UK side to these discussions – 

AM: (inaudible) 

MG: Of course. And it’s true that across Europe there is an 

appetite to ensure that we tie up the loose ends, we conclude a 

relationship based on free trade and friendly cooperation.  

 

AM: But it’s a lot more than loose ends. If we don’t have what we 

want at the end of this year, this coming year, and we leave 

without a deal, what’s the difference between that and leaving 

without a deal at the time of the withdrawal agreement? 

MG: Well, we will secure a deal. There was scepticism, as you 

know, towards the prime minister’s ability to get a deal in time, 

before – 

 

AM: See, I know the answer to this, I know the answer to my 

question.  

NG: and he secured a deal. 

AM: I know the answer to my own question.   

NG: Well that’s funny. If you know the answer, Andrew, it’s funny 

that you’re asking me. 

AM: I was hoping that you were going to concede openly that we 

have already agreed the payment. We have agreed the £33 billion 

payment already, which means that what the Prime Minister 

described as the ‘lubrication’ to get the trade deal has gone. And 

by the end of next year we’ll actually have handed over £10 billion 

of that so we will be in a worse position than we are now. 

 



MICHAEL GOVE 

MG: No. We’ll be in a stronger position because we will have left 

the European Union and we will have taken back control of our 

money, borders of course. 

AM: But we’ve handed them the money. 

NG: No. We will have taken back control of our money because 

we will no longer be paying significant sums to the European 

Union.  

 

AM: Well if we’ve agreed to pay the divorce bill already so we will 

have handed over the money or we’re promising it. 

MG: It was always the case that we were going to settle the bill as 

we left and it’s also the case now, as a result of the Prime 

Minister’s deal that we will no longer be paying annual sums to the 

European Union. Under Labour we would still be in a position 

under their policy where we would remain members of the 

European Union while we negotiated a new deal, they believe, 

before we then put it to the country in a referendum –  

AM; They’ve got their dosh. They’ve got the money in their wallets 

at that point. Why are they going to negotiate more successfully? 

MG: No, no, Labour would be paying more into the European 

Union.  

AM: I’m not asking about Labour, I’m asking about you. 

MG: No, but I think it’s important that people recognise this. 

AM: I’m sure you do, but I’m asking about you.  

MG: But we would be in a position where we settle our bills, we 

walk away, we say thank you very much, we’re enjoyed our 

membership, we’re no longer members, but we are friends and 

let’s make sure that relationship works in all our interests. As I 

mentioned earlier, European leaders are strongly incentivised to 

make sure that that relationship works, and there is a contrast 

there with Labour, because Labour are –  

AM: So in a sense what you’re saying is with social care –  

MG: - resolute for irresolution, adamant for drift. 

AM: Okay, okay very good. But as with social care you’re basically 

saying trust the Tories. Why is it do you think that whenever that 
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word trust is mentioned in front of audiences of real voters, 

whether it’s on Question Time or whether it’s in the street, you get 

hollow laughter? Why are you being laughed about over the 

question of trust? 

MG: There’s a very simple reason for that which is that this broken 

parliament has failed to deliver on Brexit. The reason why there is 

an issue with trust in politics is because we said, all of us in 2016 

that we would honour the referendum result and more than three 

and a half years on parliament hasn’t honoured that result. 

 

AM: Do you not think it’s to do with saying things that aren’t true 

as a party? For instance you keep saying - the Prime Minister 

charges around the country saying that he’s agreed to build 40 

new hospitals and we both know that’s not true.  

MG: No, it is true. 

AM: It’s not true. 

MG: No. 

AM: You’ve got money for six big refurbishments and you have 

small amounts of seed money for business blueprints for the rest. 

A blueprint, a plan is not a hospital. 

MG: The reason why those 34 hospitals have received this money 

is in order that they can prepare their plans for the rebuilding 

programme that will take place over the course of the next ten 

years. The money is there in the first stage.  

AM: Everyone can say they’re two very, very different things.   

They’re saying here’s a new hospital to here’s a business plan. 

Very different. You haven’t given money for the new hospitals.  

MG: Yes, we have. They are part of the same process 

AM; You haven’t. 

MG: - but at different stages. We know that when we’re rebuilding 

hospitals and refurbishing hospitals that it takes time and thought 

and care in order to get it right, because we’ve seen in Scotland 

how the SNP government had mismanaged this. 

AM: Don’t go onto the SNP. Let’s move to another interesting 

example.. 
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MG: No, no, no I think it’s important to explain this. 

AM: I know you do.  

MG: The SNP in Scotland –  

AM: Yes, yes, yes.  Let’s stop talking about the SNP. 

MG: - sick kids in Edinburgh...  

AM: You’re interestingly more worried about the SNP this morning 

than you are about the Labour Party I notice, which is very 

interesting.   

MG: I think it’s important to draw this contrast. There are six 

hospitals, including Whips Cross in North London and St Helier 

Hospital that are getting the money now. There are 34 other 

hospitals that are getting money now for rebuilding programmes –  

AM: One day perhaps. One day perhaps. 

MG: ..Over the course of the next ten years. The plans are in 

place.  

 

AM: Okay, let me ask you about another pledge that was made by 

the Prime Minister, that everybody would be getting £500 in their 

pocket because of the National Insurance threshold raise. Now 

that again isn’t actually true. If you look at the numbers it’s not 

£500. It’s less than a hundred pounds. 

MG: Well it’s less than a hundred – it’s actually almost a hundred 

pounds in the first year, but this is a progressive change. So by 

the time that we’ve reached the end of the parliament it should be 

£500. 

 

AM: It sounds like every time that the Prime Minister or other 

ministers say something we need to kind of asterisk and the note 

explain what they really mean at the bottom. I mean this sounded 

to people like it was a very clear promise. You’re going to get 

£500 for this and it turns out no you’re not. 

MG: By the end of the parliament that’s the position that we will 

be in because we believe in cutting taxes and helping working 

people. Labour believe in increasing taxes, and as Angela Rayner 

almost acknowledged earlier but as you very clearly stated, the 
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married couple allowance which so many people enjoy will go and 

that is only the thin end of a huge red wedge.  

 

AM: There’s an awful lot of people who listen to you and listen to 

your promises and think actually in the end after all these years of 

austerity whatever you say you’re not really on our side as the 

Conservatives and there is one influential voice, who you brought 

into the centre of government who certainly said that. Let’s listen 

to Dominic Cummings.  

 

DOMINIC CUMMINGS 

Speaking in 2017 

People think, and by the way I think most people are right, the 

Tory party is run by people who basically don’t care about people 

like me. That’s what most people in the country have thought 

about the Tory party for decades. I know a lot of Tory MPs and 

I’m sad to say the public is basically correct. Tory MPs largely do 

not care about - about these poorer people. They don’t care about 

the NHS and the public kind of has cottoned onto that.  

 

AM: The public has cottoned onto that. You don’t care about the 

NHS, you don’t care about the poor people, he’s right. That’s the 

Dominic Cummings that you have brought into Number 10. 

MG: He’s wrong about that. 

AM: Is he? 

MG: Yes. There are a number of occasions where I’ve disagreed 

with Dominic on this issue and some other matters as well. I’m 

very happy to look at our record in government. For example, 

Dominic was working with me at the Department for Education. 

We devoted extra spending to our poorest students with the 

People Premium.  It was also the case at the Department for 

Education that we had a comprehensive overhaul of social care for 

children because we were particularly looking to make sure that 

there were more children in need who were adopted. It’s also the 

case that when we’ve been in government we have narrowed the 
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gap between the poorest and the richest in our schools. All of 

these are progressive measures to help the poorest in our society 

and our manifesto today has detailed proposals to help those 

towns and communities that have been overlooked and left behind 

in the past.  

 

AM: We’re half way through an election campaign in December 

which was a bit of a gamble and I’ve been asking myself whether 

this a gamble that’s going to work for you or not. And thinking 

back to the last time we had a December election which was 

1923. Very, very interesting parallel. It was called by Baldwin 

because hadn’t got a majority, wanted to go to the country on a 

tariff issue, not so different from Brexit, and he thought he’d win 

because the Labour Leader, Ramsay MacDonald, was a dangerous 

Socialist and it all went horribly wrong for him. Perhaps the same 

thing is happening now? 

MG: I think there’s a better parallel with 1924. When you had a 

parliament that couldn’t pass legislation and at that point a 

General Election was called and it was the Conservatives again 

under Stanley Baldwin who said let’s break the logjam, break the 

impasse, Stanley Baldwin won that election and we are in a 

position now to break the impasse that exists in parliament. We 

can get Brexit done, invest in our NHS, make sure that we have 

20,000 more police officers on our streets and also level up 

education funding across the country. 

 

AM: All the lines. Michael Gove well done. Thank you very much 

indeed. 

Ends  

 

 


