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AM: Pascal Soriot is Chief Executive of the huge pharmaceutical 

company, AstraZeneca. It plans to manufacture one billion doses 

of the Oxford University vaccine and will begin supplying that in 

September here if trials are successful. It’s a big if. As I pointed 

out to him when I spoke to him a little bit earlier. How confident, I 

asked, is he that this vaccine will work? 

PS: We are quite confident that this vaccine would work actually. 

The question will be whether it actually completely clears the virus 

or stops simply people from being sick. But this is what happens 

with the flu vaccine – it simply stops people from being sick. And 

that’s the question. The other question is will people need a 

second dose? But overall we are actually very confident it will 

work. 

 

AM: So can I ask you about this trial of Rebus monkeys which 

showed that after the vaccine was given to them some did not get 

the disease but they did have the virus in their noses afterwards. 

In other words the virus itself hadn’t been cleared although they 

were not getting sick.  

PS: Yes, this was a small animal study in monkeys. Actually what 

it showed is that the vaccine protected the animals against the 

disease. None of those animals developed pneumonia lung disease 

and that’s exactly what I was raising a minute ago. I said the 

question around the vaccine is will some patients need a second 

dose and also will the vaccine eliminate the virus from the body of 

the people or simply protect them against being sick? But being 

protected against being sick would already be a big plus. 
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AM: So that’s really important, but it’s possible that this vaccine 

will stop you going to hospital, stop you getting pneumonia and 

becoming very ill, but will allow the virus to carry on transmitting 

through the community until, I suppose, it reaches someone who 

hasn’t been vaccinate? 

PS: Well even if the vaccine doesn’t eliminate the virus from the 

body of every single person we’ve vaccinated, and the question 

will be how long will the virus stay in the body?  May be people 

take a little longer to get rid of it. And the other question will be if 

the vaccine is still there in your nose  can you be contagious? Can 

you infect someone else or not? Those are questions we don’t 

have answers for yet. 

 

AM: The Sunday Telegraph is reporting this morning that there’s 

only a 50% chance of getting this vaccine going because the 

disease itself is disappearing so quickly in the community. 

Professor Adrian Hill who’s Director of the Jenner Institute in 

Oxford says: “At the moment there is a 50% chance we get on 

result at all. It’s a race against the virus disappearing.”  

PS: Yes, absolutely. This is a race against this disease 

disappearing. To show that a vaccine is effective you have to have 

enough infections in the community otherwise you show no 

difference of course between the treatment and the vaccinated 

and the control (arm?). So we are racing as quickly as we can to 

implement this clinical trial to show the benefit of the vaccine. We 

also are running trials in Brazil and in Brazil, as you know, the 

disease is very intensive. For example we are looking at Russia 

and importantly we’re also going to roll out a 30,000 volunteer 

trial in the United States. So we still have all the opportunities to 

show the benefit of this vaccine. But it’s very clear that it is a race 

and as a result I don’t think there will be so many vaccines 

because when the disease disappears it will be hard to 

demonstrate efficacy.  
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AM: Now of course this is a vaccine that’s been developed in 

Oxford, in Britain and you’re a partly British company. Will people 

in Britain be among the first to get the vaccine once you’ve  

manufactured it? 

PS: Yes. We have actually received an order from the British 

government to supply a hundred million doses of vaccine and 

those will go to the British people and there’s no doubt that 

starting in September we will be starting delivering these doses of 

vaccines to the British government for vaccination. 

 

AM: That’s really important. So from September into October 

people in this country will be able to get a vaccine in your view? 

PS: Absolutely. Of course it has to work. The vaccine has to work 

and that’s one question and the other question is even if it works 

we have to be able to demonstrate it. Back to your earlier 

question we have to run as fast as possible before the disease 

disappears so we can demonstrate that the vaccine is safe and 

effective. 

 

AM: It’s a very interesting race. Oxford say however that they’ve 

got hardwired assurances that the vaccine will not be prioritised 

for richer countries.  

PS: Well actually this debate about prioritisation is not exactly the 

right question because we are setting up supply chains in the 

various geographies. We have an independent supply chain in the 

United States for America, we have one in the UK for the UK, we 

have one in Europe. We are setting up one in India, we are 

looking at doing one in China, so there will be no competition 

between countries as it relates to supply. I think everybody 

around the world will be able to get access to this vaccine which 

will cost a couple of pounds really. We’re doing it at cost, at no 

profit. So I don’t think there will be a question of who gets it first. 

Everybody will be able to get it.   

 

AM: And how much of it is being manufactured in the UK? 
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PS: The supply for the UK will be manufactured in the UK and a 

supply for Europe will be made in Europe with some product 

coming from the UK, but Europe is going to be supplied from 

Europe and the UK from the UK. So you can see here there would 

be no competition between countries. We’re really working hard to 

make sure we offer fair and equitable access to everybody around 

the world.   

 

Ends  


