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AM: Welcome Mr Thomas-Symonds. Are you now calling for 

Dominic Cummings to resign, because the SNP have, the Liberal 

Democrats have, at least one Conservative MP now is, but the 

Labour Party so far has not? 

NT-S: Well, firstly, good morning, Andrew. What we’re asking for 

are two things – firstly for there to be an urgent investigation by 

the Cabinet Office, and second for the prime minister today to 

take the daily press conference himself and provide answers. 

Because this is an extraordinarily serious situation. The British 

people have made sacrifices, extraordinary sacrifices, to get 

through this crisis by following the guidelines. We know of 

grandparents, for example, who’ve not seen their grandchildren, 

and sometimes new-born grandchildren. People have died alone 

without families by their sides. People have not been able to 

attend funerals. That happened because people followed the 

guidelines. Now, in the particular situation of the prime minister’s 

chief adviser, where there was someone in his household with the 

suspected symptoms of coronavirus, the guideline was very simple 

about not leaving home. The allegations we’ve seen are 

extraordinarily serious and they do need to be dealt with. 

 

AM: Well, let me put to you, as it were, a human response to this, 

which might be your partner is sick, you think you may well 

become quite sick, you have a small and vulnerable child. What 

would you do? 

NT-S: I would follow the guidelines, Andrew. And I think that we 

have had people in exactly these situations, tens of thousands of 

households who’ve had to muddle through and try to follow the 
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guidelines as best they can. And this particular situation was even 

raised at a Downing Street press conference with the Deputy Chief 

Medical Officer, and she mentioned things  like, for example, 

looking to local authority helps to see if there was childcare. And 

what we’ve not got answers to at all here is, number one, did the 

prime minister’s chief adviser take advice before making that 

extraordinarily long journey to Durham? What enquiries did he 

make as to what the availability was of childcare locally in London? 

And indeed, on his own story at the moment, when he got to 

Durham he didn’t actually use that childcare at all, it was actually 

a family member who was delivering food. There’s no reason why 

that couldn’t have been done in London either. These are the vital 

questions that need to be answered.  

 

AM: He says that he behaved reasonably and legally.  

NT-S: Well, that may well be what he says, but there have been, 

I’m afraid, as the explanations have come out over the weekend, 

more questions than answers. And 10 Downing Street even now 

seems to find itself in the position of contradicting perfectly 

reasonable factual statements from the Durham constabulary. 

Now, I throughout this crisis, as Shadow Home Secretary, have 

been very clear about the extraordinary job the police are doing 

for our country, our police officers out there on the frontline trying 

to do the right thing day by day. What message does it send to 

them if you have the Durham constabulary putting out statements 

that Number 10 Downing Street and its chief adviser is 

contradicting?  

 

AM: There are now six Labour councils who explicitly say they will 

not reopen schools on the first of June. Do you back them or not? 

NT-S: Well, I think it’s unsurprising that Labour councils are doing 

that. And of course I respect, right around the country, whether 

it’s Labour councils or other bodies wanting to put safety first.  

AM: Do you back them or not, do you back them or not? 
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NT-S: I back anybody, whether it’s Labour councils or others, 

who’ve not got to a stage where they have confidence from the 

government about safety. And what a contrast it is, Andrew, here 

in Wales where I’m talking to you from, where the Welsh Labour 

government has put in place a decision-making framework. That 

framework brings together everybody. It brings together the 

unions, it brings together government officials, local authorities 

and it brings together the relevant commissioners, like the 

Children’s Commissioner, to establish a consensus as to when it is 

safe to go back to school. The approach of trying to divide people, 

of trying to say that different people in the education sector want 

different things, is the wrong thing to do. Everybody wants to see 

children back in school when it’s safe to do so, and that’s the 

intention (blip in sound) 

AM: One of the reasons I’m asking you about this is that SAGE, for 

instance, have said there is now minimal risk to children. It’s very, 

very small in schools. Many other organisations are saying that 

Britain should now reopen its schools, many ex-Labour Education 

Secretaries and other office holders have said the damage to 

vulnerable disadvantaged children in particular is too great and we 

must now reopen schools.  

NT-S: Well, of course, absolutely we all want to reopen schools for 

those reasons, and the damage to disadvantaged children of 

staying away too long. But firstly, just to correct that, schools 

have been open throughout the crisis, there have been teachers 

on the frontline for the children of key workers, for example, and 

for vulnerable children. But secondly, the prime minister made a 

very specific promise, and his promise was that test, track and 

isolate would be up and running by the first of June. The 

government seems to be backing away somewhat from that, so 

let’s hear from the prime minister at the press conference today, 

amongst other questions he needs to answer, that we are on track 

to have that up and running, which is absolutely essential, not just 

for schools reopening, but with the lockdown too. 
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AM: A lot of people will be asking themselves would Labour do any 

better, and one of the ways we can answer that question is by 

looking at Labour’s record in Wales. You’ve mentioned 

commissions in Wales already. Let me read you what the Equality 

and Human Rights Commissioner said about care homes in Wales. 

They said: ‘the slow response of the Labour Welsh government to 

testing residents and staff in care homes, the discharge of covid19 

older people from hospital into care homes, examples of 

inappropriate healthcare and so forth, have contributed to 

considerable distress, lack of confidence that their rights will be 

protected, and ultimately to loss of life in Wales, particularly in 

care homes.’ The record is pretty poor. 

NT-S: I’m sorry but nobody is suggesting this isn’t challenging for 

all governments across the United Kingdom. But let me say in 

relation to Wales, you can look at, for example, particular 

statistics. Take, say, the percentage, the excess death statistic. 

Now, that is actually far lower, far better in Wales than it is in 

England, but that doesn’t give me any particular relish to say. I 

want to see the death rate as low as we can possibly get it across 

the United Kingdom. That’s why at Westminster we’ve taken the 

approach that we have, of being a constructive, responsible 

opposition doing all we can to minimise loss of life. I think we 

should continue to do. 

 

AM: Nick Thomas-Symonds, thanks very much indeed for joining 

us this morning. Thank you. 

(ends) 

 

 


