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Today at the High Court in Edinburgh Lord Uist sentenced Ramsay Scott 
to 3 years and 9 months in prison after he pled guilty to a number of 
charges in relation to the possession of firearms at a house in 
Longniddry, East Lothian in 2008.  Lord Uist also placed him on  a 12 
months supervised release order once he is released from custody. 
 
On sentencing Lord Uist made the following statement in court: 
 
“You pleaded guilty to several offences under the Firearms Act arising out of your 
acquisition and possession of firearms, component parts of firearms and ammunition 
in your parents’ home in Longniddry in the course of last year. When you committed 
these offences you were well aware that what you were doing was criminal. These 
items were obtained by you from America by an elaborate scheme via a shipping 
company and it was only because a shipment was intercepted by Customs at East 
Midlands Airport that your activities were discovered by the police. I find it disturbing 
that you were able to spend about £20,000 in the purchase of these items by using 
your mother’s credit card with her permission.  
 
You have had a lifelong interest in firearms and you initially maintained that you had 
these items merely because you were interested in building weapons from scratch, 
but later admitted that it was your intention to commit suicide by shooting yourself if 
you failed your exam. It is probably impossible to say what, if anything you would 
have done with the weapons had the police not intervened, but there must have been 
at least the possibility that you would have used them to cause injury to others, 
particularly in view of the websites you had accessed on your computer dealing with 
extreme violence and previous shooting massacres at Hungerford and Dunblane.  It 
is because of the potential of their being used to cause serious injury to others that 
the possession of firearms is so strictly regulated in this country.   
 
You are now 21 years old. You have no previous convictions. At the time of your 
arrest you had completed the first year of your course in Biomedical Sciences at 
Durham University. You have had longstanding behavioural, emotional and inter-
personal problems and you have now been diagnosed as suffering from Asperger’s 
Syndrome or Schizoid Personality Disorder.  



I have considered all the reports on you with which I have been provided and all that 
has been said on your behalf in mitigation. As the risk assessor has concluded that, if 
at liberty, you pose a medium risk to the safety of the public at large I am not satisfied 
that the risk criteria are met and in your case and I therefore cannot make an order 
for lifelong restriction. Nor can I impose an extended sentence as it is not competent 
for me to do so for these offences. That leaves me with only one option, and that is to 
impose prison sentences, except for the contraventions of section 1 of the Firearms 
Act.  
 
In addition to the sentences which I am about to impose, and having considered all 
the reports in this case, I consider it necessary to protect the public from serious 
harm from you on your release from custody. Accordingly I intend to impose a 
supervised release order on you. The effect of that order is that you will be placed 
under the supervision of a supervising officer for a period of 12 months. 
  
On each of charges 1, 3, 5, 7, 10 and 12, in view of the calculated nature of these 
offences committed over a period of time, I impose a sentence of 3 years 9 months 
imprisonment discounted from 4 years imprisonment for your guilty pleas. These 
sentences will run concurrently from 25 August 2008. On charges 9 and 14 you are 
admonished. I shall also make a supervised release order in the terms I have 
indicated. I trust that on your release you will avoid further offending and be able to 
resume your education”.  

 


