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AM: Can I ask you first of all what your policy of a pause on 

international travel actually means? 

NT: Well firstly it’s good to eventually join you this morning, 

Andrew. What I mean by the pause is to rethink the traffic light 

system. I’ll set out how I think it should be run in a moment, but 

this has been a comprehensive failure for protection from the 

Conservatives and you know, late to home quarantining, late to 

border testing, late to hotel quarantining, late to add India to the 

red list.   Now what I say should happen is this chaos that we’ve 

seen, passengers in our airports whichever country they have 

come from, green, amber, red mixing without proper procedures 

in place and an amber list where messaging from the government 

has been frankly all over the place. We have some government 

ministers saying that it is not the holidays, it’s for essential travel. 

Another Cabinet Minister saying some people consider holidays 

essential.  So what we have to do Andrew first of all –  

 

AM: I’m sorry to interrupt you but we’re very short of time, I’m so 

sorry to interrupt you. I just want to know, given that all the data 

on the variants and the vaccines seems pretty positive this 

morning, why we should now pause international travel and 

crucially, for how long do you think we should pause international 

travel? 

NT: We’re not talking about pausing all international travel. We’re 

talking about pausing very briefly – we’re talking a matter of days 

if not less Andrew to get this right. What I am saying is that the 

amber list countries should be shifted onto the red list so you have 

that comprehensive hotel quarantining, we can then have this 
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green list in place. It’s only a very small list, it’s got about 12 

countries on it at the moment, some of which are not even 

accepting tourists, and then we can start to build up that green 

list. But that can be done immediately if the Home Office gets a 

grip and supports airports in making sure that passengers are kept 

apart. 

 

AM: And so this depends on hotel quarantining which is quite 

expensive. Who pays for it? 

NT: Well clearly the hotel quarantining would be paid for by the 

passengers. You know in other countries that have used this you 

do have particular concessionary arrangements in place, like loans 

and other things to deal with particular situations like for example 

a family member has died and you have to attend a funeral and 

other things like that.  

 

AM: We’re talking about a lot of money here. This is about £1,750 

for every traveller. Doing that prices a lot of British people out of 

travelling at all.  

NT: Well, at the moment it should be clear that with the red list 

and the existing amber list, though of course I’m saying that 

should be added to the red list, it should be essential travel only, 

rather than this mixed messaging that the government’s been 

putting out which is causing such chaos.  And it is so important 

because we are in a race, Andrew, between the variants and our 

vaccination programme and what we have to now be doing is 

protecting the gains of the  British people. Those hard won gains 

after over a year of sacrifice.  The greatest threat we face to our 

unlocking is a variant from overseas that threatens the efficacy of 

our vaccines. That’s why we’ve got to do everything we practically 

can to prevent that outcome from happening. 

 

AM: Nick Thomas-Symonds, I’m sorry it’s been such a frustrating 

morning for you and for both of us indeed, but thank you very 

much for sticking with us and joining us. 



3 
ANDREW MARR SHOW, 23RD MAY, 2021 NICK THOMAS-SYMONDS, MP  

 

 

ENDS  


