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THE ANDREW MARR SHOW 
22nd September 2013 
 
nb:  This transcript was typed from a recording and not copied from an 
original script.  Because of the possibility of mis-hearing and the difficulty, in 
some cases, of identifying individual speakers, the BBC cannot vouch for its 
accuracy. 
 
 
INTERVIEW WITH: 
CAROLINE LUCAS MP,Green Party 
 

 

ANDREW MARR:  Now the local girl from Brighton Pavilion is the Green MP, 
Caroline Lucas, who joins me now.  Good morning. 
 
CAROLINE LUCA:  Good morning.  
 
ANDREW MARR: Caroline, as I said, you drive in to Brighton, you see this big 
advert saying, We’re the Party against austerity, against cuts and so on and it’s 
not the Labour Party, it’s the Green Party.  It’s quite a bold assertion, given 
that you’ve got one MP, yourself and they’ve got rather a lot, but none the less. 
 
CAROLINE LUCAS:   Yes, I think we’re being a little bit cheeky, but there is a 
serious point here which is that on a whole range of issues, whether that is 
bringing rail back in to public ownership, whether it’s to do with opposing 
austerity and not signing up to the government’s spending cuts for the next 
year, the government has (fluffs), Labour has said that if they do form the next 
government they would stick to those same spending cuts for that first year, 
whether it’s to do with really scrapping Trident, a hundred billion pounds, 
scrapping Trident, whether it’s against …. 
 
ANDREW MARR: (interjection) (both together) 
 
CAROLINE LUCAS: …  there isn’t any opposition coming from Labour on all 
of those issues.  
 
ANDREW MARR: You’re positioning yourself as the most left wing of the 
Parties, rather than as simply, The Green Party, the old, as it was in the old 
days and this could be dangerous because the whole argument about climate 
change for instance is, as Polly Toynbee was saying, being lost by your side of 
the argument at the moment. 
 
CAROLINE LUCAS: I think those are two different things, with respect.  I 
mean I think the other three Parties are now coalesced so much in to a grey, 
murky centre that actually,  it’s not very difficult to be to the left of that and if 
being to the Left means promoting social justice and environmental 
protection, I’m happy with that, but your bigger point about what’s happened 
to the climate change agenda, is a very real one and I think there is real 
concern that this government that promised to be the greenest ever, has 
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actually been ripping up commitments to climate change and absolutely 
sending out mixed messages to investors.  
 
ANDREW MARR: And part of the reason for that is that there hasn’t been the 
predicted rise in global temperatures post 1998, that the IPCC originally 
suggested and it’s one of those things, if you read a different paper you get a 
completely different view.  That you know, the Arctic ice has grown much 
more than they predicted and so on. So a lot of people out there are thinking, 
well is it real, do I need to worry so much. Do I need to change my behaviour 
in a way that perhaps I thought I needed to do, five years ago.  
 
CAROLINE LUCAS:  Well look, 98% of scientists who study this are absolutely 
agreed that climate change is caused by humans and it’s getting much, much 
worse. That is going to be at the centre of this next inter-governmental panel 
on climate change report, that comes out next week.  And yes, the science is 
complicated and you talk about the ice sheets getting broader, they might well 
be getting broader but they’re also getting thinner; so each time one makes 
one statement, there’s another one to counter it.  But the point is this, that 
those scientists who know their stuff inside out are saying that  it’s getting 
very much worse and that means that we need to be taking action now.  And 
when you’ve got a Chancellor who says things like, you know, we won’t save 
the planet by putting Britain out of business, that is such a misunderstanding 
of what we face because what we should be doing is putting a massive 
investment in green energy, energy efficiency and that’s not a diversion from 
tackling the deficit, it’s actually about creating hundreds of thousands of jobs, 
up and down the country and tackling the deficit at the same time.  
 
ANDREW MARR: But you yourself have been apprehended by the forces of 
law and order for protesting against fracking, which a lot people see is  one of 
the ways out and not nearly as damaging as many other ways of generating 
energy. 
 
CAROLINE LUCAS: I don’t think anybody would say fracking is a sensible 
response to climate change. Fracking is a complete diversion from it 
(interjection)  …   but they don’t say it’s a good solution to climate change.  
What happens is that yes, in America, they’re using fracked gas but all of their 
coal is now being exported to be used somewhere else so the net effect on 
climate change is much worse.  The truth is that if we start going go down the 
road of fracking, if we go down the road of more nuclear power then that gives 
completely, undermining messages to investors in green energy. It means that 
we won’t get the changes that we need in terms of our reduction of emissions 
nearly quickly enough.  
 
ANDREW MARR: It seems to be fairly clear that in tough times it’s harder to 
get the green message through to people. Do you think you’ll still have an MP 
in the Commons or maybe more than one, at the time of the next election or 
have you hit your high point?  
 
CAROLINE LUCAS: Well I hope very much that people will judge me on my 
track record and I think that is positive and I hope very much that I will be 



 3 

there, still fighting for the key issues that people have elected me on because 
on those issues that we started this interview on … (interjection)  
 
ANDREW MARR:  It looks grey out there, but really it’s green.  
 
CAROLINE LUCAS: It is, it should be green and we’re working to make it 
green.  In the last European elections the Green Party gained over a million 
votes, that’s a lot and the polls have shown that in the European elections next 
year, under proportional system, we’re on 12%, that means we could treble our 
number of MEPs.  So I’m confident that we’re on the up. 
 
ANDREW MARR: And you don’t describe your female members as sluts. 
 
CAROLINE LUCAS: No. 
 
ANDREW MARR:  Caroline Lucas, thank you very much indeed for that. 
 
  
 

  
 
 

END OF INTERVIEW WITH CAROLINE LUCAS 
 
 

 

 

 


