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AM: Mr Duncan Smith, I hope you were able to hear what the 

Tánaiste was saying. A very, very clear message. What’s your 

response? 

IDS: Well, I have to say that I sat down with Mns. Barnier back in 

April with a group to talk about alternative arrangements. What 

became clear was I asked him what would you do in the event of 

no deal, because it’s quite clear he had said there’d be no hard 

border on the border of Ireland and the Irish Taoiseach said 

exactly the same. So I asked, well lay out what your proposals are 

and  we’d already proposed alternative arrangements and to work 

on those quickly, and basically what was described to me was 

alternative arrangements. The same thing that we’d been talking 

to them about which would alleviate the idea of necessary checks 

on the island of Ireland based on what exists at the moment. And 

he was quite clear about that to me, but he said, ‘that’s our 

responsibility, not yours in the event of no deal.’ And I said, ‘so if 

the UK government pursues the same policy there is no hard 

border on the border of Ireland,’ and he agreed. 

 

AM: Mr Coveney also said effectively there was no chance 

whatever from their point of view of ditching the backstop, 

ditching the Withdrawal Agreement, that was essential to any kind 

of conversations. If that’s so, and I’ve no reason to think that it 

isn’t, doesn’t that mean that we are heading inevitably towards no 

deal? 

IDS: Well Boris Johnson I think has been very clear about this. He 

said, even on Monday, that the deal as it stands right now is dead 

and there’s no point in trying to fiddle or twiddle it. The reality is 

there are huge elements in it which simply are inoperable in the 

UK. So we prepare to leave without a deal – by the way that’s 
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notwithstanding other mini arrangements that have been made, 

over 17 have been done on freight, on cabotage  and all these 

things that are going on at the moment separate to that, but 

without the Withdrawal Agreement. But at the same time I think 

it’s wholly feasible for us to engage the EU in that period and 

Ireland particularly, to discuss actually how you make this work in 

the event that the UK wants to leave on either a standstill or 

whatever. 

 

AM: I asked about the standstill – 

IDS: Yeah, I heard him. 

AM: - he said absolutely no way at all, we can’t accept that, which 

again suggests that we’re heading towards no deal.  I’m asking 

you because Boris Johnson, your candidate –  

IDS: They would say this of course, ‘cause the EU is a master at 

hardnosed negotiation and I think we got taken for a ride.  

AM: As we now know. 

IDS: Well, we got taken for a ride because we weren’t. They do it 

all the time with other countries, they treat us like a third world – 

like a third country and then they say right, that’s it, this is our 

position. So they’ve held their position on this but they would say 

that. They’re not going to negotiate in public, they’re  going to say 

they won’t engage but I am certain that they will engage to 

discuss what the alternatives are, otherwise they want us to leave 

with no deal in which case that’s very clear. 

 

AM: Boris  Johnson also said that no deal was a million to one 

against and very, very, very unlikely. Is that  your view now? 

IDS: Yeah. What  was he was of course talking about was the fact 

that already there are 17 what we call rather loosely mini deals. 

Deals that are to do with lorries, transport, freight, cabotage, 

landing rights, all those. The point that’s been done is a kind of 

Remainer view of life is it’s Armageddon or the Withdrawal 

Agreement. It’s not like that. There are a whole series of 

arrangements that have to take place between the two of us to 
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make sure that whatever happens that goods and trade flow 

between the two but whether or not you have tariffs or regulatory 

issues is a different issue altogether. So there is an arrangement, 

there are several arrangements, that’s what he’s talking about. 

 

AM: There is also a big problem facing the new Prime Minister, 

whoever it is, immediately that there are so many Conservative 

MPs determined to work with opposition parties to stop no deal 

happening in parliament. What’s your message to them today? 

IDS: Well, to those who would rebel, I mean rebelling is a  

legitimate form is you disagree with government policy. I have 

always had a very simple view, I didn’t agree with government 

policy back a few years ago over the cuts to the welfare system 

and I resigned before even attempting to rebel. My general view is 

if you’re in government you back the government and if the 

government has a whip on  you must vote with the whip.  If you 

don’t, well it’s quite legitimate and very honourable to resign and 

say I can no longer agree with the government. But –  

 

AM: We may get onto that subject a little bit later in the 

programme. But in terms of the argument being made by the Tory 

rebels they say, listen, we are trying to preserve the effective 

sovereignty, the working practices of parliament, that’s what this 

is all about and it will be entirely wrong to suspend, prorogue or 

lock up parliament during the most dangerous part of this 

negotiating process.   What’s wrong about that? 

IDS: Well the truth is rather ancient word about proroguing which 

doesn’t mean anything to anybody, it’s what happens all the time 

in parliament, when we have a Queen’s Speech we have to have 

parliament go down before it comes down and a new parliament 

formed. By all means if they don’t like the idea of proroguing or 

even in this instance they can go against it. I think it’s a complete 

red herring because at the end of the day we have a Bill right now 

which has in it the date for departure, that is law, so the default 

position for the UK government is that we leave by the 31st of 
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October unless that legislation is changed. So all the rest I think is 

a kind of complete red herring and I don’t think is the real debate. 

 

AM: We are ridiculously already running out of time, but let me 

ask you about the Iranian crisis because a lot of people are saying 

we heard from the papers that actually the British government 

was looking in the wrong direction, was distracted at the crucial  

moment and that we have been, as it were, asleep at the wheel 

over it. 

IDS: I think there are genuine questions to be raised right now 

about the British government’s behaviour. I say this as a supporter 

of the government. That fact is that we have seized an Iranian 

tanker. If something didn’t send an alarm signal that we needed 

to have serious assets or protection and convoying of our vessels 

in that area then I want to know why not. And I understand and I 

understand this from reasonable sources, that Washington had 

offered the UK government even in the event that they haven’t 

quite agreed an allied position to this, to use US assets to support 

British shipping and they were not taken up at the point. And I 

want to know why with only one ship as it appears there and no 

accelerated attempt  of assets, this is a major failure and the 

government has to answer this charge very quickly indeed. 

 

AM: Final question, very quickly, are you hoping to go back into 

government in a senior role under Boris Johnson? 

IDS: Look, I’ve finished my role right now which was to help him 

get elected. I’m no longer – you know it’s up to him what he does. 

I have made no – had no discussions with him. I honestly have 

bid for nothing, I ask for nothing and if I get absolutely nothing 

you’ll see a happy man sitting here if you want to interview him 

again. I’m quite relaxed about it, I promise you.  

 

Ends  


