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AM: Dr Mary Ramsey is Public Health England’s Head of 

Immunisation. She’s absolutely central to the vaccine roll out 

that’s been such a success, but with a dip in supply coming, even 

before the war of words with the EU, will that have an impact on 

the pace of the programme and how quickly we get out of 

lockdown. I spoke to her just before we came on air and I asked 

her if the EU does restrict supply of vaccines to the UK what 

impact would that have? 

MR: My understanding is that we have contracts in place which 

will basically mean that can’t happen and that we have got 

enough vaccine here to make sure that those first nine groups get 

vaccinated by mid April.  

 

AM: As things stand, how many first doses of the vaccine do you 

think are going to be going into people’s arms during April? 

MR:  So I think the balance during April is going to shift a bit 

towards finishing off those first nine groups which we’ve really 

done very good progress on so far, and then to start the second 

doses which have been started already really on the people who 

got their first doses before Christmas and in early January. So I 

think the focus during this month will move much more towards 

second doses. 

 

AM: Will there be any first doses given in April do you think? 

MR: That’s my understanding, that we’re still planning to do first 

doses. Up until mid April we’re getting first doses into all of those 

people in the first nine groups, so that’s everybody over 50 and 

the two priority risk groups, the clinically extremely vulnerable and 

those with other medical conditions. 



2 
ANDREW MARR SHOW, 21ST MARCH, 2021 – DR MARY RAMSEY, PUBLIC HEALTH ENGLAND  

 

2 
 

 

AM: And of course lots of people are waiting to get their second 

dose. If there are constraints on vaccine supply might we see the 

mixing of doses going forward? 

MR:  That’s not the current plan because we don’t have any data 

on mixing the two doses together. It’s very likely from first 

principles that’s not going to be a problem and there are studies 

going on now really which are looking at people having one dose  

after the other and I think  there will be some data coming 

through from those, so if we do get some reassuring data then 

that’s certainly something we will consider. And it will make 

obviously the roll out logistically easier, even if there aren’t supply 

problems because you’re able to then obviously – you can go to 

any of the centres and it doesn’t matter which vaccine you’ve got.  

So that’s certainly something we will consider but obviously when 

we have data to show that there’s no safety problems with that. 

 

AM: Absolutely. At the moment of course most people under 50 

haven’t had the vaccine and Covid affects them too. What are the 

effects on public health of easing all the restrictions while we still 

have so many people in the country who haven’t been vaccinated 

and amongst whom, presumably, variants could emerge? 

MR: Yes. I mean I think it’s very important that we don’t relax too 

quickly. We know that now that we’ve vaccinated a large 

proportion of the most vulnerable groups if we do get circulation 

in the community then the chances of us having a huge number of 

deaths or hospitals admissions are much lower. We’ve really 

reduced the risk of that happening. But that doesn’t mean that 

we’ve prevented the infection spreading, and obviously when  

infection is spreading it will pick out anybody who is vulnerable 

and some of those people will potentially get serious disease and 

even healthy younger people can occasionally get serious disease. 

So really don’t want that to happen until we’re sure that we’ve got 

really good levels of protection and as many people protected as 

possible. 
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AM: Right now, what do you think is the biggest single risk to the 

UK vaccine roll out and the easing of  restrictions? 

MR: I think it’s mainly about variants. That’s our main concern. I 

think there’s really good evidence that the current vaccines are 

working effectively against the variants we’ve got circulating here. 

We think it’s very likely that the vaccines will also work against the 

more severe forms of disease, even if you do get one of the other 

variants, but that’s an area we’re really concentrating on, on 

monitoring very, very closely. We’ve got excellent systems in place 

in the UK to pick up the emergence of variants and we will look at 

all the international evidence as that comes through. If there’s any 

concern about that then that’s obviously our main worry because, 

you know, that would be potentially undermining the programme 

so far. But as I said, I think everybody, all the experts think that 

really even if you do get a variant infection after having been 

vaccinated it’s far more likely that that will be a milder form of 

infection and you wouldn’t really be at risk of severe disease or 

death. 

 

AM: Meanwhile lots of people watching this programme  are trying 

to make decisions of their own about where to go on holiday and 

when to travel. Do you think they should be prepared now for not 

travelling to the Continent of Europe or perhaps other countries 

during the summer? 

MR: I think everybody just has to wait and see. We really don’t 

know what – as I said the situation changes so quickly. Numbers 

are going up at the moment in continental Europe and that’s very 

concerning. Hopefully they will get their vaccines on track a bit 

more and that will bring those down and they will obviously go 

into lock down and other things. And that can change the 

situation. But obviously  you know the safest thing is to stay 

where you are and  to avoid anything that increases your risk and 

I think it’s really too early to say what sort of summer we might be 

able to experience.  If you have had the vaccine it will  protect you 
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but it doesn’t necessarily prevent spread, it doesn’t necessarily 

prevent you potentially passing it on to someone else by having 

that mild infection. So we really don’t want to jeopardize what has 

been an amazingly successful programme by allowing more  

circulation of unwelcome strains. 

 

AM: Do you think France should now be on the red list of 

countries? 

MR: There are lots of countries that have better data than others 

and at least from France we have a really good idea of what’s 

going on, so I think we can make those assessments. But  the 

situation changes obviously all the time and so naturally we will be 

looking  very, very carefully every week what’s going on 

internationally and  making decisions on the basis of that. 

 

AM: All right. Reality check. At the moment if I look at the 

government’s timetable on June 22nd all restrictions go. Do you 

really think this summer we could see Wembly Stadium jammed 

pack with people not wearing masks and families pouring across 

the Continent of Europe on holiday. Is that really going to 

happen? 

MR: I think it’s too early to say. I don’t think it’s going to be quite 

back to completely normal. What will happen is if we do have 

mass events happening they will happen very carefully, they will 

be monitored very carefully, there will be very clear instructions 

about the kind of things you can do at those events, and I think 

the same goes for travel. There will be some kind of advice that 

will tell you not to be quite what you would normally have done 

say two or three years ago. So things are going to be different, 

but there maybe a little bit less restriction than perhaps we’re 

fearing at the moment. But it really is a matter of doing – we have 

to look very carefully at the data before any of these restrictions 

are lifted. 
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AM: Of course. So in short the new normal won’t be quite like the 

old normal. Is it possible that we learn to live with this infection 

going forward and our daily life simply changes? Would you 

expect, for instance, mask wearing to go on for a long period of 

time? Some kinds of social distancing to go on for a long period of 

time? 

MR: I think yes. I think we are talking about quite a long period of 

time. We may eventually get back to a much more normal 

situation but I think people have got used to those lower level 

restrictions now and I think people can live with them and the 

economy can still go on with those restrictions, with those less 

severe restrictions in place. So  I think certainly for a few years, at 

least until other parts of the world are as well vaccinated as we 

are and the numbers have come down everywhere, that’s when 

we may be able to go very gradually back to a more normal 

situation. 

 

ENDS  

 

 


