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AM Lisa Nandy, it’s clear that the EU threat to block vaccines 

coming into the UK is still live. If that happens, how should the UK 

respond? 

LN: Well, I think the President of the European Commission’s 

comments were deeply, deeply unhelpful. I think that it was right 

listening to the Commissioner just now that we should try to calm 

down these tensions. We’ve seen throughout this process that we 

do better when we work together, that if we don’t defeat the virus 

everywhere we’re not going to defeat it anywhere, and there are 

new strains of the virus that are currently emerging. The South 

African variant which scientists are particularly worried about that 

is starting to gain traction in France that we  need to be very 

mindful of. We may not be out of the woods with Covid yet and so 

we’ve got  to work together. That means we need to calm these 

tensions; blockades are really unhelpful. I would urge the 

European Commission to calm down the language, cool the 

rhetoric and let’s try and work together to get through this crisis.  

 

AM: One of the crucial components  of the Pfizer vaccine is made 

in Cheshire. If the EU banned the export of vaccines into the UK 

would the UK be justified in banning the exports of components 

back into the EU? 

LN: Well look, this is precisely the tit for tat we don’t want to get 

into. If we do get into that situation the consequences not just for 

the EU but for the  UK and for the world will be very, very severe. 

The Commissioner just mentioned COVAX. We’ve got to start 

getting the vaccine out, not just to our own citizens but once 

we’ve done that to the rest of the world as well. There are 

countries that haven’t received a single dose of the vaccination 
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and when you’ve got very high rates of infection you get new 

strains emerging. This really is a race against time and we’ve got  

to work together to get it done. We just cannot afford to be there. 

 

AM: And Lisa Nandy you mentioned a moment ago the South 

African variant passing around France  in particular very fast at 

the moment. Do you think the government should consider  

banning foreign holidays this summer to the Continent of Europe 

to keep that out of the UK? 

LN: I know everyone’s desperate to go on holiday but we’ve got to 

proceed with caution. We can’t allow the good work that has been 

done from the vaccine roll out to be unravelled by unlocking too 

quickly or by failing to secure our borders. We’ve seen problems 

with that in the past. I think the government is right to say we 

should be guided by the science. I’ve been troubled by the fact 

that the Prime Minister privately seems to be saying to some of his 

rebels that he’s keen to get this done quickly. We do need to be 

careful, we do need to be cautious and frankly, I haven’t booked a 

foreign holiday for this summer and I won’t be doing so because I 

don’t think we’re there yet. 

 

AM: So some really important votes coming up in the House of 

Commons over the next couple of weeks, including over the 

Coronavirus powers. Quite Draconian powers that the government 

has taken for itself during this pandemic. We saw one of the 

results of that on Clapham Common quite recently. Will the Labour 

Party be voting to approve the extension of those powers going 

forward? 

LN: Well look, the exiting powers would have allowed the police to 

allow that demonstration to go ahead if it had gone ahead in a 

socially distant way and my understanding is that the organisers 

had tried to do so, but that the police weren’t willing to discuss it.  

 

AM: So will you vote against those powers? 
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LN: Well the point I’m making is it’s not the powers that are the 

problem, it’s the way in which those powers were used. There are 

certainly powers on the statute books that haven’t been used in 

the last 12 months, this week we want to have that debate in the 

Commons about whether it’s necessary that they remain on the 

statute book, but nevertheless what the vote is this week is about 

the Roadmap, about easing the Roadmap, is about statutory sick 

pay, is about the ban on evictions, all measures that we’ve pushed 

for, we certainly won’t be standing in the way of the government 

in getting this legislation passed. 

 

AM: Coming to your own brief, does Labour support the extension 

of the cap on nuclear weapons by another 80 missiles that the 

government seems to be keen on, will  you vote for another 80 

nuclear weapons? 

LN: Well look, we’re absolutely baffled, as many Tory MPs are as 

well about why the government’s chosen this moment, at the 

point in which the United States has stepped forward to try to  

deal with nuclear proliferation, signing a new treaty with Russia at 

the point in which we face a growing threat from Iran from 

nuclear weapons. 

AM: So will  you vote against it? 

LN: We’re absolutely baffled as to why the government has done 

it. There may be a reason why they’ve done this. One of the 

examples mooted has been that perhaps they need to have two 

nuclear deterrents concurrently, but  so far – 

AM: I’m sorry to stop you, will you vote against it? 

LN: - I’m sorry I’m going to answer the question because I think 

this is a really serious step that potentially threatens the security 

of our country. So far the government has not given any reason 

why it’s broken with 50 years of convention and gone against the 

direction of travel that reigning in nuclear weapons is an important 

part of our safety and security. Until they can give an explanation 

to the House of Commons we won’t support them. 
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AM: So you have voted against it. Let me come to the Hartlepool 

by election, the next big political moment in many ways for the 

Labour Party. Your candidate, Paul Williams in 2011; “Do you have 

a favourite Tory milf? Mind blowing dinner table conversation.” To 

which your colleague, the ex Shadow Attorney General, Shami  

Chakrabarti said this: “Completely unacceptable misogynistic 

abuse. We need to change that candidate immediately.” Do you 

agree with Shami Chakrabarti? 

LN: Well I absolutely agree with her that it is completely and 

utterly unacceptable. He was right to apologise, and if he hadn’t 

apologised frankly we’d be having a very different conversation on 

this show this morning.  I think it’s really important that when we 

said as a Labour movement that this has to be a watershed 

moment after the murder of Sarah Everard and the outpouring 

from women across this country about what every day sexism has 

done to our lives that we prove it. Paul has apologised. He now 

has to go out and show that when we said this was a watershed 

moment we’re going to use it. He has a huge platform through the 

by election to demonstrate that and I am absolutely determined 

that we are going to do that. 

 

AM: So it’s fine to be a misogynist as long as you apologise? 

LN: No, I don’t think it’s fine to be a misogynist at all, but I think 

you need to recognise, Andrew, that we’re in a place where a lot 

of people have got this wrong in the past. But with everything 

that’s happened in the last two weeks that drumbeat of every day 

sexism to which women across this country, including me, are 

forced to live our lives is no longer acceptable. He said he got it 

wrong and now what I want to hear from him and from others 

who’ve made comments like this is that they’re going to get this 

right in the future. Particularly those people who have a public 

platform. They have to show that they are able to move this 

debate forward and  increase women’s safety. We’ve heard 

appalling comments from many people over the last few years 

who are still in the public eye, including as Priti Patel rightly said  
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the Prime Minister, and what I would say to him and to candidates 

in the Labour Party and to anyone else who makes comments like 

this is that this is no longer acceptable. We will not put up with it 

any longer. 

 

ENDS  


