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AM: Mr Lammy, there’s a general air of optimism at the moment. 

The unions, however, have said that it would be reckless to open 

all schools by the middle of March, do you agree with them? 

DL: Now look, we all want children back in schools on March 8th. 

The question is not that, which I think the whole country wants, 

it’s how we do it safely. And to do that you do need Nightingale 

classes. It’s bizarre that last week during half term –  

AM: So by Nightingale classes you mean, classes outside school? 

DL: Extra classes outside schools.  It’s bizarre that the government 

didn’t use last week to vaccinate teachers, which would have 

helped considerably. Why have they not done that? And you’ve 

got top have mass testing that works across our school estate. So 

it’s how you do that so the kids can come back. 

 

AM: You want the testing, you want the earlier classes but in 

principle you support all children being back in schools on March 

8th? 

DL: If it could be done safely. 

AM: Because the unions are still saying that is absolutely reckless. 

They’re totally opposed to it. 

DL: It’s understandable that front line teachers and head teachers 

don’t think that the government have got  a grip of this situation, 

because I’m afraid Gavin Williamson has let them down 

consistently over the last year. 

 

AM: So what’s the policy response in that case? If I’m a parent 

sitting at home and I want to know whether my Labour 

representatives want my children to go back to school or not. 
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DL: We want children back in schools on March 8th, if it can be 

done safely. That’s the situation.  

AM: All right. Let me turn to Sir Keir Starmer’s big speech. It was 

billed as a kind of 1945 Beveridge moment, and yet when you look 

at it there’s only two real hard policy proposals. One is a British 

Recovery Bond and the other is a Business Startup Pledge. That’s 

not really at Attlee scale speech, is it? 

DL:  Look, it was a great speech that set the frame and the tone 

for where we are at this moment and that is to say that wants to 

root out inequality and he does believe in using the state to 

support business and families.  And so Keir, and the Labour Party 

care passionately about the fact that we’ve got a government that 

says it’s fine that kids don’t need support on free school meals. 

That we should cut Universal Credit. That we’ve got a north/south 

divide that’s bigger than at any time since the First World War. We 

say that’s unacceptable. You need the ambition of that moment 

after 1945 where we created the Welfare State, where we created 

the NHS and we supported families and business going forward. 

Where is that ambition? 

 

AM: But you also need very specific policies. Now the Shadow 

Chancellor, former Shadow Chancellor John McDonnell has a very 

ambitious programme that he’s talking about this morning for a 

general writing off of all debt. He says this is an absolutely debt 

laden debt sodden economy and the government should simply 

cancel all debt. Now that is the kind of a very big idea, that seems 

to people maybe a 1945 scale idea. 

DL: It’s 2021. The election is in 2024. We’ve got lots of time for 

big policy ideas. We’re approaching the Budget. We will hold this 

government to account and actually British Bond, Recovery Bond 

is a big idea, because let’s invest in the state. Let’s have people’s 

money work for the country. And of course those start up loans 

for businesses is a big idea. Businesses need support. By the way 

the leisure, hospitality industry also need a VAT cut if they’re to go 

forward. 
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AM: Let me ask about a business bond then.  The Recovery Bond, 

because either it’s at normal rates of interest, because the 

government can borrow at the moment anyway, or it’s at a more 

advantageous rate of interest. If it’s at a more advantageous rate 

of interest and if it’s not there’s no point in having it, then that 

basically means that people who invest in it are going to be better 

off and they’re going to be better off people. So in other words 

this is  a subsidy to the better off. 

DL: Well we have the Pension Bonds that raise 10 billion. It can be 

at a normal rate of interest. What people have if they invest in 

bonds is security for their money and if you’ve got 250 billion 

pounds worth of British tax payers money sitting in banks then 

let’s put it to good use, invest in your country’s economy, yes you 

can get a good rate of return. You should be able to take your 

money out of course, but the longer you leave it in you get a 

better rate return. That’s generally how a bond works. 

 

AM: Can I turn to one of  the other big issues this week, you’ll 

have seen that Matt Hancock, the Health Secretary was found to 

have acted unlawfully in terms of when he released details of 

contracts that have been signed off by his Department at an early 

stage in the pandemic. It was a very, very stressful period for the 

government and the Health Secretary and the health department, 

I do understand all of that. What do you think should happen 

now? What should be the next move on this? 

DL: Well, he should publish the contracts, because  

AM: He has most of them. 

DL: - the courts have found it unlawful. He should cancel the 

scheme, the temporary scheme that he’s been using without any 

accountability or any transparency. He should come to parliament 

on Monday and explain what he’s going to do. It is outrageous, 

frankly. If this were – this is the sort of behaviour giving contracts 

to your pub landlord and your best mate  that you would expect in 

a banana republic, not indeed in our own country. 
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AM: Though the National Audit Office has said there was no 

evidence of conflict of interest. Going back to Labour, one last 

question about the Labour Party. The whole point of this speech 

and I take it Labour’s as it were, reorientation, is to show that 

Labour can be the party of business. Now you have a problem at 

the moment, don’t you, which is that the biggest problem faced by 

a lot of businesses at the moment is the post Brexit trade 

negotiations, trade deal? Lots of people complaining about the red 

tape and the regulations and tariffs and so forth, lots of 

fishermen, lots of agricultural businesses also complaining about 

that, and yet  at the same time we read that the Labour Party is 

putting Brexit off it’s agenda. You’re not talking about Brexit 

anymore, you’re not talking about Europe anymore and indeed it  

was barely mentioned in Sir Keir Starmer’s speech.  

DL: Nonsense.  

AM: It was barely mentioned  - that’s factually correct. 

DL: Sorry, Andrew, my colleague Lou Hague has been talking 

about the situation in Northern Ireland. Rachel Reeves, who’s the 

Shadow Cabinet Office has been raising these issues consistently.   

I’ve been raising issues for lawyers now as a result of leaving the 

European Union. We’ve been supporting musicians and the 

problems that they’re having. 

AM: So  you’re as pumped up about this issue as ever? 

DL: Of course we’re raising those issues because they’re central to 

the British economy and that’s why we need business relief for 

small businesses too and we’ve called for that.   

 

AM: So why was it not more mentioned in the speech? You would 

think that would be a centrepiece of a big Labour speech at the 

moment. 

DL: It was a visionary speech looking forward with hope and 

ambition. Building on the state and building on the ambition of 

that Attlee government. Brexit, I’m afraid, has happened. I think it 

was the wrong decision but it’s happened, we now look forward. 
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AM: But surely our relationship with the EU going forward is one 

of the big future issues to be discussed. That is one of the things 

that the Labour Party is going to have to talk about really fairly 

relentlessly between now and the next election. It just seems at  

the moment that certainly your Leader isn’t very keen to do so. 

DL: Well look, we’re year years out of the next General Election. 

Of course our relationship with the European Union is essential, 

but we are in the midst of a pandemic and what we want to do is 

reopen the country safely and securely. That’s got to be our 

priority. Hold the government to account on things like contracts, 

but also set a vision that’s optimistic and ambitious. Not just for 

families but also for businesses. 

 

AM: And one has said to you, David, don’t bang on about Brexit? 

DL: Absolutely not.  

 

ENDS  

 


