
CROSS-PARTY TALKS ON PARADES AND THE PAST ON 19TH NOVEMBER 

 

The ‘legacy’ issues parades and the past were discussed in a mix of bilateral and 

trilateral discussions on Thursday 23rd October, involving the UK and Irish 

Governments, as appropriate, and the parties. A paper prepared by the facilitator of 

the party leaders’ talks that took place in early July was circulated to the parties in 

advance of the discussions and the proposed agreement of December 2013 was 

taken as a starting point.  

 

A report of progress on these issues was shared with parties as part of the review 

paper circulated ahead of discussions on the talks’ work programme that took place 

on 5th November. 

 

Areas of Agreement  

 

On parades, all parties accepted that responsibility for parading legislation could be 

devolved, if acceptable terms could be agreed. There was also a degree of 

consensus that the criteria for the determination of parades etc. and the code of 

conduct that would govern behaviour by parade and protest bodies were the main 

points of contention and that work on them could continue from where it left off in 

July 2014. In discussion on Wednesday it would be helpful to consider how parties 

envisage such deliberations moving ahead. 

 

On the past, discussion was based on generally-accepted principles, such as any 

approach should be victim-centred, human rights compliant, fair and balanced, 

providing for both criminal justice interventions and information retrieval; but 

providing no general amnesty or immunity and taking account of available resources. 

 

There was far less agreement on structures, with a number of parties concerned how 

new, additional structures would be resourced. A number of parties wanted to 

explore further the relationship and accountability to existing structures, and whether 

new structures would take the place of existing processes. A further paper dealing 

specifically with issues on the past was issued to parties to inform discussions on 

Wednesday 12th November.  

 



Building on the series of meetings held, a second paper on the past is attached to 

inform discussions scheduled to take place on Wednesday 19th November. 

 


