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AM: Mr Raab, you’ll have heard that you are now facing almost 

certainly a Labour backed amendment for another referendum 

when you put your legislation down next week. What’s your 

reaction? 

DR: Extraordinary.  The Labour Party stood on a manifesto, just as 

we did to give effect to the referendum in 2016. They now clearly 

plan to reverse that and that’s a breach of faith with the voters. I 

think many of your viewers at home will be astonished. We’ve 

actually secured a deal with the EU. A lot of people said the Prime 

Minister could do that. He’s got that deal. We seem to have the 

numbers in the House of Commons, why hasn’t parliament pushed 

this through?  That’s what we’re going to do next week. 

 

AM: But if they get their amendment then your deal will get 

through next week.  

DR: I’m sorry, I don’t buy the twists and turns in that logic. We’ve 

got a deal. Why would you have a second referendum if you’re to 

give effect to Brexit? The advantage of the deal is it deals with the 

– I think legitimate concerns some have about a no deal Brexit. 

Oliver Letwin has said you know he was one of the authors of the 

motions on  Saturday, he said that he will now vote with the deal. 

I think a lot of people think get this done. We’ve got a deal. 

People have written the Prime Minister off. He’s confounded the 

doubters. We seem to have the numbers in the House of  

Commons if you look at from the ERG to the –  

AM: We don’t know that yet, do we? 

DR: We don’t know that but from what people said and I take 

people at their word and I think a lot of people say get this done, 

move on. And actually Keir can’t answer the question of which 

way they campaigned but it seems pretty clear Labour would look 

to campaign to reverse Brexit. He can’t answer the question of 
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when we have a General Election, we asked for a General Election.  

The only leadership in all of this, to take Britain forward, is coming 

from Boris Johnson. 

 

AM: Well let’s look at the deal that he’s done and you say it’s a 

very good deal. Going forward, after this is all signed and sealed, 

if it signed and sealed, are we going to be more regulated and 

higher taxed as an economy or less regulated and lower taxed as 

an economy? 

DR: Well I think the General Election that we should have to give 

the voters their say on the future direction will settle that. But let 

me just give you a concrete example. We’ve had a Queen’s 

Speech where we’ve set out an Environmental Bill to make sure 

we are not just in Europe complying with standards but world 

leaders. We’ve got an Employment Bill, based on the Taylor 

Review to make sure we’ve got the best workers’ rights.  You 

know unemployment is at its lowest level since 1974. I would say 

this. I think workers are far safer under a Conservative 

government, given our economic record and the protections we’re 

putting in place than they would be under this shower of a Labour 

Party.  

 

AM; But what you haven’t answered is my basic question, because 

there is no point, is there, in taking workers’ regulations and 

environmental protection out of the legally binding Withdrawal 

Agreement and putting into the non legally binding political 

declaration if you want to improve them, because you’re  allowed 

to do that anyway.   The only reason for transferring them is to 

make them less, otherwise why bother doing it? 

DR: No, the Withdrawal  Agreement just deals with the so called 

‘divorce’ proceedings from the EU. We’ve said that there will be a 

level playing field provision in the free  trade deal we do with the 

EU, the second phase, what we’re basically saying is these issues 

of employment rights, environmental protections are so important 

and the circumstances in the UK are obviously different, each 
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country’s different. We actually should make sure that politicians, 

whether it’s Oliver Letwin, Keir Starmer or me are accountable to 

the voters watching the show. Why would you abdicate 

responsibility for those issues if they’re so important? 

 

AM:  Or why would you move them out of a legally binding part of 

an agreement into a non legally part of the agreement? The 

answer might be what Boris Johnson has always said about those 

kind of things. Let’s just listen to him: 

 

Speaking in 2014 

The weight of employment regulation is now backbreaking. The 

collective redundancies, the ...work directive, the working time 

directive, a thousand more such regulations. The health and safety 

at work framework directive which means all businesses of 

whatever size had to keep written records of their risk 

assessments even if it turns out that the risk is nil. And the total 

cost of this legislation for EU generated employment law for the 

UK alone, for British business, is estimated to be about 8.6 billion 

a year. 

 

AM: Now he hates all this kind of stuff, you hate all that kind of 

stuff and after we’ve left you’re going to get rid of it. 

DR: No. 

AM: No? That great big burden you’re going to keep staggering 

under this? 

DR: I listened very carefully to your long clip. The fact of the 

matter is we’ve got a very strong small business culture. The 

nature of our economy is different from some of the other 

continental economies. I think it’s right to have smart regulation 

that’s tailored to the best interests of British workers and British 

businesses and we’re introducing in our Queen’s Speech an 

employment Bill to make sure that we have the strongest 

standards and it’s based on the review by Matthew Taylor, who 

was of course a Labour Party adviser for many years. So I don’t 
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think anyone can say that. But look, if these issues are important 

and I think we all agree they are, surely they should be  the 

democratic responsibility politicians like Keir and me accountable 

to the voters at home. 

 

AM: So if you take something like the Working Time Directive how 

are we going to make the Working Time Directive stronger after 

Brexit? 

DR: Because we’ll be able to make sure that all of the business 

concerns and considerations and all of the particular concerns that 

workers in our sectors of our economy can have a set of 

regulation which is smarter and tailored towards them. But 

actually what we’ve also said –  

AM: Really? So we’re going to have a more onerous on business 

Working Time Directive? 

DR: No, but we’ve said that we will stick to all of the regulations at 

the point at which we leave the EU, but in the future as our 

economy evolves, as we see shifts in the patterns of the way 

workers and work life balance evolves we should be responsible to 

the voters at home for quite how that balance is calibrated. That 

puts them in control. That’s what this referendum, that’s what 

Brexit is all about. 

 

AM: This is terribly difficult for mere mortals to understand, 

because if you listen to people on your side of the argument they 

were very very clear. Here’s Priti Patel for instance during the 

referendum campaign. She said: ‘If we could just half the burdens 

of EU social and employment legislation we could deliver a £4 

billion boost to our economy and 60,000 new jobs.’ It was very 

clear and it makes in its own terms a lot of sense. Too much 

regulation, leave the EU,  get rid of some regulation and let the 

economy grow faster. I’m surprised that you seem to find this so 

difficult given where you come from. 

DR: No, where do I come from? 

AM: From the deregulating part of the Conservative Party. 
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DR: No, I want to do the right thing by our businesses but also 

our workers, and that means I want to have smarter regulation 

tailored to their needs and you can’t have that if it’s made in 

Brussels by a whole load of legislators and bureaucrats who are 

actually thinking about other workers, other businesses in other 

countries. And we should have the best regulation tailored to our 

unique circumstances in the UK. And we should actually learn –  

AM; As long as they’re British bureaucrats rather than foreign 

bureaucrats? 

DR: No, as long as they’re accountable to the people watching the 

show. 

 

AM: All right. Let’s turn to the clear mistake that  your government 

this week which is failing to listen hard enough to the DUP. Now 

you said they got a brilliant deal for Northern Ireland, that is not 

how it feels in Northern Ireland. There are  a lot of really serious 

people involved in industry and agriculture who look at this deal 

and say it’s worse than Theresa May’s deal.  

DR: Well  I don’t accept that. We’ve made sure that Northern 

Ireland will stay within the UK customs territory. That means that 

we’ve guaranteed the smooth  flow east west between Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland. We’ve at the same time made sure 

there’s no infrastructure at the border with the Republic and we’ve 

secured – this is the win for Northern Ireland business on top of 

all of that – seeing this access to the European single market. Now 

I know that there are concerns from the DUP. I’ve listened, I 

talked to Nigel Dodds yesterday in the House of Commons. We 

respect them, we’ll keep talking, but we’ve also secured a consent 

mechanism which means in relation to those limited agrifood and 

industrialised goods regulations that Northern Ireland would stay 

aligned to as the price if you like for that seamless access to the 

EU and to respect the Good Friday Agreement, they have a 

consent mechanism which means they decide on a majority in the 

Northern Ireland Assembly, not just once, but every four years. I 

think that’s a good deal.   That’s the democratic lock - and just 
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one final thing that democratic lock was not there in Theresa’s 

deal. 

 

AM: Okay, you say it’s a very good deal. Here’s the Chief 

Economist of the Ulster Bank, Richard Ramsay. He says: ‘It’s 

significantly worse for the Northern Irish economy than May’s 

deal. More bureaucracy, red tape and complexity adding to the 

costs of doing business. Manufacturing Northern Ireland, same 

sort of thing. There’s a potential for significant new frictions for 

some trades in Northern Ireland from Great Britain and a complex 

and costly regime to manage tariffs for goods travelling through 

Northern Ireland to the EU.’ The Ulster Farmers Union and the 

Food and Drink industry say exactly the same thing. They all think 

this means more bureaucracy, more friction and it’s bad for them.  

DR: Well again I think if we go through each of the measures that 

I describe the opportunity to safeguard east west trade and make 

sure that there’s no infrastructure that border with the Republic 

and seamless access to the single market, plus the opportunity for 

Northern Ireland to be clearly – and this is another thing that 

wouldn’t have happened in Theresa’s deal – be part of any new 

free trading arrangements that we put in place around the world 

with the growth markets of the future. I think over both the short 

term in terms of this but also the long term over the opportunities  

this is a really strong deal. 

 

AM: This can sound a bit abstract to the folk watching back home, 

so let’s take something very very simple and concrete and easy to 

understand. An awful lot of Northern Ireland’s milk production 

goes to the South for processing where it’s turned into milk 

powder or whatever and it’s then going into markets not just in 

the EU but lots  of countries in the Far East and the Middle East 

where the EU have deals to do as well. Will those famers’ milk be 

able to take advantage of those deals going forward? 

DR: So which deals do you want them to take advantage of? 
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AM; The deals between the EU and far eastern countries. So 

Northern Irish milk is going into cheese or milk powder whatever, 

it goes into the EU and then goes into the far east. Will  that carry 

on happening? 

DR: So there’s two aspects. One in relation to the free trade deals 

the EU has we’re making sure we’ve got as many of them in place 

from day one and if we  sign the deal that we’ve got with the EU, 

when we put it through parliament, we’ll have the implementation 

period to make sure –  

AM: So you don’t really know at this point? 

DR: Hold on. We make sure we keep all of those in place, we’ve 

made huge progress on that, and then the second aspect is all of 

the fresh opportunities because we’re going to have a free trade 

policy that is aligned to the best interest of the whole of the 

United Kingdom. Not all of the other European producers. And we 

will have a more energetic and I believe liberal approach to free 

trade. Now it’s going to be good news for all quarters of the 

union. 

 

AM: And does this milk that we’re talking about, is it British milk 

that’s going into the chain into the EU chain? 

DR: Well, you’re talking about two different things now. 

AM: I’m not, I’m talking about the same milk, coming from the 

same cows in Ulster. I’m asking you what is the status of that milk 

going into the EU? 

DR: Well if it’s going into the EU then it ought to be able to take 

place without any extra frictions or any extra tariffs, okay. If it’s 

going into other parts of the world then you have to look at the 

arrangements the EU has that we succeed to or the new 

arrangements that the UK puts in place. But the bottom line is 

this. We will secure the existing trade arrangements but we’ll have 

much more  energy and scope for doing new trading 

arrangements which will be even better for growth for the future 

for small businesses and also for consumers, in Northern Ireland 

and in the rest of the United Kingdom. 
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AM: So if this is such a fantastic deal for Northern Ireland why 

can’t the rest of us have it? 

DR: Well  it’s not on offer. 

AM: Exactly. 

DR: No it’s not on offer from the EU, let’s be very clear about this. 

It’s something that’s been put back to me a couple of times.  The 

EU weren’t offering, you may remember when Chequers proposals 

were putting forward. They said you’re dividing up the single 

market, you can’t have – you can’t cherry pick from the single 

market. This is only being offered in relation to Northern Ireland 

because of the unique circumstances of Northern Ireland, but I 

think it’s really important that the EU has made that flexibility and 

compromise and that’s why we’ve, I think, unlocked this deal, one 

of the aspects and we can move forward. Let’s get this deal done. 

Let’s get Britain one whole United Kingdom moving forward.  

 

AM: Now the Prime Minister do or die we’ll be out by October 31st 

or on October 31st. Will we? 

DR: Yes, I’m confident we will be. Look, we can’t –  

AM: We’ve asked for an extension if the extension is granted and 

Peter Foster has said it almost certainly will be granted whether 

it’s long or short.  

DR: Sorry, Peter Foster’s long been a very pro-EU commentator 

and that’s fine.   

AM: he’s a very good journalist very very plugged in. 

DR: Look, my point would be this. The Prime Minister has done 

exactly what he said he was going to do. He has complied with 

the law, so parliament’s request has been conveyed to the EU. 

He’s also, as you know, you’ve been commenting about it today, 

made very clear in a separate letter that his view hasn’t changed, 

Parliament can’t muzzle the Prime Minister. He doesn’t want an 

extension. But above all he’s proved the doubters wrong this week 

by getting a deal that can pass through the House of Commons 

and getting the EU to move. People said, I mean it wasn’t so long 
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ago that people like Peter Foster and others and many of the 

people commentating on your show said there’s no way they 

would open with the Withdrawal Agreement, let alone agree fresh 

arrangements. He’s achieved all of that. 

 

 

AM: Let’s just go back to the basics. He always said he wouldn’t 

ask for an extension. He has asked for an extension. And Donald 

Tusk has already tweeted that he’s received the application for an 

extension. Unless the EU changes its mind dramatically and says 

you can’t have an extension, we will have an extension. 

DR: So that doesn’t even follow in terms of what you just said. 

Donald Tusk has acknowledged that he’s received the request. 

But there’s many people in the EU that are deeply uncomfortable 

about more delay, and the prime minister’s also made clear the 

government’s view that we shouldn’t have more delay and that 

what we now need to know, and what I think people at home 

need to ask – 

AM: You’re confident the EU will not give us a delay? 

DR: I don’t speak for the EU. But I do know from the commentary 

both inside Brussels and EU member states that they’re fed up 

with this now. And we’re fed up with it. And I think what a lot of 

people, as I said at the start, at home will be thinking, ‘but you’ve 

got a deal, you’ve got a new deal.’ You have the numbers, get on, 

get it through the House of Commons and let’s move on. I think 

that’s what overwhelmingly whether people voted leave or remain 

they now want to see happen. And I think that’s what parliament 

should do next week. 

 

AM: We’ve had a lot of discussion in the British political system, 

but we’re basically now in the hands of Brussels to decide whether 

they give us an extension or they don’t give us an extension. If 

they do there’s nothing the British government can now do about 

it, and then we don’t leave on the 31st. 

DR: I don’t think that’s correct.  
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AM: Talk us through why it’s not correct. 

DR: So, first of all, the prime minister has been clear, he’s not 

going to negotiate on this. He doesn’t think it should happen. 

 

AM: He doesn’t need to, he’s asked for it. 

DR: There are all sorts of people on that other side that think that 

he hasn’t done the right thing, because he didn’t sign or 

whatever. What he’s done is what he always said he would do: 

comply with the law, the message from parliament has been 

conveyed. He’s also made the government’s position very clear. 

But above all, the game changer this week, which we’ve hardly 

talked about at all, is that he’s defied the doubters, got a deal. 

And we also now, notwithstanding the shenanigans in parliament, 

appear to have now the numbers to get this through. The only 

question is why aren’t we getting on with it? 

 

AM: If you’ve got the numbers to get it through you need the DUP 

back onside don’t you? What are you going to do to get the DUP 

back onside? Because if you don’t it’s going to be very, very tight 

and you might lose it all again. 

DR: Well, it’s always possible. We believe we’ve got the numbers 

and we’ll keep talking to the DUP and see if there’s further 

reassurances that can be provided. But we’ve got a good deal for 

every quarter of the United Kingdom, and ultimately now, whether 

you voted leave or remain, the polling all backs us up. People just 

think get on with this, get this done, let’s move on. And only the 

government, and only Boris Johnson, as Keir was saying, or 

anyone else that’s commentating on this, only the Conservatives 

have got this plan under Boris to get us moving forward. 

 

AM: Let’s assume that it all goes well for you next week, that you 

see off the motion on the referendum and you get your legislation 

through the Commons next week and you’re on course and we 

leave before October 31st or immediately after October 31st, but 
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we leave soon with the deal that’s been negotiated – let’s assume 

all of that. We then go through a year, almost exactly, of 

negotiating about our future trade arrangements. Which will be 

difficult, let’s be clear. It won’t be very easy. If at the end of that 

year we haven’t got an agreement we leave without a deal. It just 

delays the thing for a year.  

DR: Well, one of the things I looked up when I was – 

AM: Is that true? 

DR: One of the things I looked up when I was Brexit Secretary is 

whether in the withdrawal agreement we could bind the EU to 

actually do the free trade agreement. And what we’ve got is a 

best endeavours clause which says that we’ll go into this with the 

templates of that and the political declaration, but we can’t force 

the EU to sign it at the end. What I do think will happen if we get 

the first phase through in the way that you describe, a whole 

cloud will lift. The economy will get a boost. I think the rancour at 

home will come out of the Brexit debate, and I think we’ll be able 

to move forward in good faith with our EU partners on the politics. 

And the reason I’m saying this – 

AM: If we don’t get that deal in the end, do we extend or not? Or 

is there no extension, that’s it? 

DR: I think the prime minister’s been clear. We don’t want an 

extension, we want to get it done. People said that he couldn’t get 

a deal on the withdrawal agreement, and he’s done it in very 

quick time. I think we should be ambitious, confident and go into 

this with the right spirit. And I don’t just say that in terms of 

reaching out and bringing people together back home, but also 

actually saying, look, our EU partners are friends. We’ve done this 

deal, let’s get a positive future relationship and let’s get Britain 

moving forward. 

 

AM: It’s been a very interesting conversation. Dominic Raab, 

thanks very much for talking to us.  

(ends) 

 


