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NM: One thing pretty much everyone who makes a living 

commentating about politics seemed certain of was that the Lib 

Dems were going nowhere. But they’ve just surprised pretty much 

everyone, perhaps even themselves, with a historic by-election 

upset. They have a new MP for Chesham and Amersham, meaning 

there’s now a Davey’s Dozen in the House of Commons. Sir Ed 

Davey, the party’s leader, is here. Congratulations, first. 

ED: Thank you very much. 

NM: Are you now preparing for government, are you going to be 

prime minister in a little bit? 

ED: One thing at a time, Nick. It really is a big moment for the 

Liberal Democrats, a big moment for British politics and the British 

people. What I’ve been surprised at our historical win in Chesham 

and Amersham is the number of people coming up to me in the 

street smiling. I think there’s a lot of people, not just Liberal 

Democrats, who now see a glimmer of hope that politics could be 

different, and above all that Boris Johnson can be beaten. I think 

it’s been in people’s mind that, you know, he was unassailable. 

The Liberal Democrats have shown he can be beaten, the 

Conservative can be beaten and we needn’t put up with this 

government.  

 

NM: You smile. I mocked you slightly. Do you think you could be 

prime minister in a Liberal Democrat government? 

ED: Listen, what I’m going to do is talk about how we can win 

more seats from the Conservatives.  
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NM: Your predecessor, Jo Swinson, said she could, and so I 

assume you’re not going to make that mistake. 

ED: In Chesham and Amersham we talked to lots of voters, and 

particularly traditional Conservatives who felt taken for granted, 

whether it’s on local issues or national issues. And I think that the 

undercurrent of dissatisfaction with the Conservatives was one of 

the reasons why the Liberal Democrats had such a big victory. 

When we go forward - to answer your question - I think there are 

many seats like that. We’ve talked about the Blue Wall seats 

where the Liberal Democrats are competitive and only the Liberal 

Democrats can beat Conservative MPs. I don’t know how many 

that will be - it’s way too early, Nick, to talk about the next 

general election. But I think there’ll be dozens of Conservative MPs 

looking over their shoulder now at the Liberal Democrat threat . 

 

NM: Now, look, you say there’s something general going on here. 

I don’t blame you for saying that. Most people say this was a very 

local protest vote about HS2. Just remind us, what is Liberal 

Democrat policy on the High Speel Rail link? 

ED: Well, the Liberal Democrats support High Speed Rail because 

we need more planning, we need more capacity on the railways.  

 

NM: Did the voters know that in Chesham and Amersham, 

because your candidate ran very heavily against it? 

ED: People knew in Chesham and Amersham our national policy, 

actually. But our local candidate Sarah Green had her concerns. 

Just like Cheryl Gillan did - let’s remember the former Conservative 

MP who sadly died and triggered this by-election, Cheryl Gillan, 

was a huge opponent of HS2 but her party and her government 

pushed it through. So it’s not unreasonable, Nick, for local 

candidates to a express the concerns of the constituents they 

represent. 

 

NM: Either it’s not party policy, and it’s still not party policy, so 

maybe you’re not listening.  
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ED: No, no, no. We are. We’re listening about the environment. 

Actually the issue that was on people’s minds there was a bit like 

HS2 in one way, in the sense it was about the environment and 

that the Conservative government wasn’t listening. It was 

planning. And we believe the train reforms that the government 

are proposing will not provide the social affordable houses out 

country needs, and they’re opposed to building those new houses 

down south. I actually believe we need more houses for young 

people and young families, but we need the right sort of houses in 

the right places. As Theresa May said.  

 

NM: My question - and this is the crucial point - is what are the 

right places? Do you think the right places are down south in 

constituencies like yours, in constituencies like the one that you 

have chosen - are you saying we need more houses but not in my 

back yard, let’s build them somewhere else? 

ED: Well, I’m actually a YIMBY. Yes, in my back yard. And what 

that means is you need a planning process that will deliver those 

houses with community consent. The Liberal Democrats have 

neighbourhood plans which can communities lead on and do 

produce the houses we need, the social affordable houses that 

communities want. 

 

NM: Now, the other thing that happened in this by-election that 

was very striking was not just you bounced back so well and your 

party, but also the Labour Party did extraordinarily badly. Now, 

some people conclude this is what is possible when anti-

Conservative forces unite. Is that the model for the future? 

ED: Well, if the voters make that choice, absolutely. We’ve seen in 

the past, haven’t we, how where the Liberal Democrats are strong 

and the ones who can beat the Conservatives, other parties, 

Labour, Green Parties get behind the Liberal Democrats, and that’s 

clearly what happened in Chesham and Amersham. Though I have 

to say many of them were voting positively for our proposals.  
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AM: I want to introduce you to somebody. There down the line, 

there’s the Mayor of Greater Manchester, Andy Burnham. 

ED: Hi, Andy. 

NM: Is he the sort of guy that you will work with? 

ED: Listen, there are seats in Greater Manchester that the Liberal 

Democrats can win the next election. Hazel Grove, Cheadle, for 

example. Now, they don’t happen to be Labour-held seats, they’re 

Conservative MPs, and I think we can win them and help defeat 

the Conservative government.  

 

NM: I understand, I have no difficulty with you saying you’re not 

doing this or that deal and I’m deliberately not asking about deals 

because you’ll want to say no. Andy Burnham, is he the sort of 

person you could work with? Would politics be better - this is what 

the Liberal Democrats used to stand for - if people like you and 

him work together? 

ED: We still stand for working with other politicians from other 

parties. You know, we believe in lateral flow. We believe in 

proportional representation, we think the current voting system is 

deeply unfair and flawed, and if you do believe that, that means 

you have to work with other parties, you have to get consensus, 

bring the best ideas together. That’s what the Liberal Democrats 

are about. We want to tackle the problems in our country. The 

Liberal Democrats want a fairer, greener, more caring country. 

And on caring, this government just clearly doesn’t. It’s failed on 

this pandemic. The Liberal Democrats want to lead the charge for 

all those millions of carers out there. 

 

NM: Interesting. Sir Ed Davey, thank you very much for coming in 

and for joining us. 

 

  


