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NM: It would be impolite for me not to ask the question in the 

other direction. Do you fancy working with him, (Ed Davey), is 

that the future of progressive politics?  

AB: I certainly think we need less point scoring in politics and a bit 

more cooperation across the different parties. I mean 

congratulations there, he certainly did score a good result in 

Chesham and Amersham and I think with the new about John 

Bercow this morning what it says to me, Nick, is there are lifelong 

Conservatives who just cannot support this government. And that, 

of course presents an opportunity for the Labour Party as well as 

other parties. So I think generally as I’ve left Westminster I’ve 

kind of taken a different approach. Place first, work with other 

parties and do you know what? It actually makes politics work 

better for the public, so definitely more of that.  Cooperation on 

the issues that matter to people. 

 

NM: After a by election like this everybody has to analyse what 

went wrong. It was, shall we be clear, it was a Labour disaster 

wasn’t it? 

AB: Well people clearly saw who was going to put a challenge  up 

to the Tories and that’s how people voted. So in some ways you 

could say people voted quite rationally if they wanted to get rid of 

the Tories from Chesham and Amersham so  I think that’s the 

story of the by election. 

 

NM: But when you first became the official adviser in the days  of 

Tony Blair you didn’t go round  saying, oh now we’re going to lose 

that seat in the South because that’s strong for the Liberal 

Democrats. You were winning everywhere.  
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AB: I mean you can get results like this though, can’t you, in by 

elections. I think we would all say it’s not necessarily been Labour 

territory, has  it, in the past. So yeah, obviously we would have 

wanted to do better, but obviously we’re pleased that the Tories 

have been shown the door. 

 

NM: You once said that Labour would have won more red wall 

seats if you’ve been Leader at the last General Election. Might 

have held onto Amersham you’d been Leader.  

AB: Well, I said that because I was asked that question and I 

probably have more reach in the North, Nick. I think that’s 

probably a fact and you know I don’t think that anything that the 

party has done recently I would have done differently. I support 

what Keir is doing; it’s been a really tough time to become Leader 

of the Opposition, but I think now he’s got a real opportunity to 

win voters over. And actually we have won voters over in the 

South of England under Keir’s leadership. We’ve seen the 

Mayoralty in Cambridge and Peterborough, in the West of 

England. Those are really good results that got a bit missed I think 

in the recent aftermath and all the commentary after the recent 

elections.  They were huge results for Labour under Keir’s 

leadership in the South of England and something to build on. 

 

NM: Something to build on and your result is something to build 

on. You got what, roughly two thirds of the vote in Greater 

Manchester when you were re-elected as Mayor very recently. But 

the party, quite rightly, needs to ask itself, given the problems it 

currently faces, if it the message or the messenger or both that 

needs to change? 

AB: It’s more than all of that I would say, Nick. It’s about our 

emotional connection with people and that is what we’ve got to 

rebuild and you pointed to my result here and I think we can say 

here that when you work in a different way, from the bottom up,  

giving kind of authentic strong representation on issues that really 

matter to people, for instance buses and public transport here, the 
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cost of it, it’s so much more expensive to travel round Greater 

Manchester than it is to travel round London.  How can that be 

fair and the public here doesn’t think it’s fair and when you kind of 

go out on those kind of issues, with a clear offer, as I did which is 

to bring the buses in Greater Manchester back under public 

control, you know, surprise, surprise, voters respond to it. And I 

think that’s where Labour needs to go, here and across the 

country. You know really setting out a clear bold alternative to the 

government on issues like social care as  well. 

 

NM: Well let’s talk about the issue that you did stand up to the 

government on, that’s why people then, flatteringly sometimes, 

jokily other times referred to you as the King of the North. On 

Covid  do you now feel that we might, just might be past the peak 

in the North West where it has been so serious, this variant? 

AB: I certainly see a huge amount of work going on in our 

communities to contain the Delta variant, and yes, Bolton, look at 

Bolton. You can see real encouragement there. Where the work 

went in, the case numbers have been turned around and they’ve 

got now quite a significant decrease. And I’m very sure that we’ll 

see the same in the rest of Greater Manchester. So I think we are 

coming through this and I think we now need to be careful and 

proportionate in terms of the way we manage things going 

forward. I was really disappointed on Friday that the First Minister 

of Scotland just announce out of the blue as far as we  were 

concerned a travel ban, saying that people couldn’t travel from 

Scotland to Manchester and Salford and people couldn’t go the 

other way. Now that is exactly what the SNP always accused the 

Westminster government of doing. Just kind of riding roughshod 

over people. The SNP are treating the North of England with the 

same contempt in just kind of bringing that in without any 

consultation with us. 

 

NM: Can I gently suggest to you that disappointed doesn’t quite 

capture your mood when you heard that. You were furious, 
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weren’t you? How did you feel when you saw Scottish football fans 

dancing and partying in the streets of London when they’re 

banned from the streets of Manchester? 

AB: Well I just think it’s double  standards. It’s as simple as that. 

It’s hypocrisy because you know they’ve done to use exactly what 

they always complain that the UK government does to Scotland. 

So I’ll be writing to the First Minister today. I’ll be asking for 

compensation for the individuals who might lose holidays and the 

businesses who might lose bookings. You know why sort of a 

couple from Salford who are double jabbed, who are about to go 

on a walking holiday in Scotland not be able to go? It’s completely 

disproportionate in my view. We could have come up with a 

different arrangement if the First Minister had been in touch with 

us. But the second thing I’ll say to her is, you know, we need an 

arrangement here.   The Scottish government can’t just impose 

things on parts of the North of England with no discussion with us. 

That is simply wrong and they need to  live by the same standards 

that they’ve always called for from others. 

 

NM: I’ll use the word angry rather than disappointed just to 

paraphrase what you’ve been saying, but talking of the double 

vacced people, there’s more talk now, we’ve just heard it from 

Doctor Susan Hopkins of Public Health England of what people 

should and shouldn’t be allowed to do. I want to talk to you about 

care homes in a second but first of all, just headlines, if your 

instinct that if the data allows, the scientists allow it’s time to say 

to people who’ve had the double jab you don’t need to self isolate 

for ten days, there are other ways that you can go on foreign 

holidays? 

AB: Well I think we have to be  careful and I’m not going to make 

political points here. I think the government’s approach to the 

roadmap has been broadly the right one and  I don’t think we 

should take unnecessary risks at this particular moment in time, 

but it does need to be this irreversible process that the Prime 

Minister has spoken about. I don’t think we can ask people to put 
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their lives on hold for much longer. So I’m happy with the way 

things are going for now, Nick. What I would like to see is even 

more progress on vaccination in the places where the case rates 

have been highest. It’s something we’ve asked the government to 

help us do. So far we haven’t had the support we need on that but 

I would say to them the more we work to stop the spread, 

particularly in the areas that have had the highest cases then we 

can get back to a more normal life. 

 

NM: So will  you back them when they say we’re going to have to 

say to people who work in social care settings, who look after the 

elderly and the vulnerable, you’ve got to have the jab? 

AB: No.  I’m not going to. And actually my patience snapped really 

this week with regard to how this government, and other 

governments, have treated this workforce. This is Britain’s 

forgotten workforce who look after – they devote their lives to 

looking after other people’s relatives on poverty pay. So how can 

it be right that we single them out to be compelled to have the 

vaccine, ‘cause obviously that’s recognising they’re important in 

terms of the job that they do, but then we never single them out 

for decent pay, for PPE. It’s completely hypocritical. And I think 

this decision exposes it. The problem with it is –  

NM: You can do both Mr Burnham though, can’t you? We know 

from the Office of National Statistics that for each additional 

member of staff who’s infected working in a care home the odds 

of infection for the residents increase by more than 10 percent. So 

it’s just not a risk we can justify, is it?  If it was your mum, if it 

was my mum you just don’t want to take  that risk. 

AB: Well in this country, Nick, we’ve not gone  down the route of 

compelling people to have vaccines. Effectively saying have the 

vaccine  or lose your job. Have a jab or lose your job. I can’t think 

that can be right. You strongly encourage people to do it don’t you 

by giving them all of the information and making it as easy as 

possible. But as I say Nick, now can it be right that we do this on 

vaccination but then we never recognise that they need to be 



6 
ANDREW MARR SHOW, ANDY BURNHAM, MAYOR OF GREATER MANCHESTER  

 

properly supported in terms of their pay, their equipment? It really 

is completely wrong and I think it’s time for politicians on all sides 

to come forward and clearly say that it wrong. Social care staff 

need a minimum, as a starting point, a real living wage and I’m 

going to carry on making the case for social care on NHS terms in 

this country. I believe it’s the only way to go coming out of this 

pandemic. 

 

NM: You’ve got quite a manifesto, Mr Burnham, haven’t  you? If 

only a directly elected Mayor could ever become Prime Minister of 

this country. I mean do you think it might happen one day?  

AB: Well there is a Mayor who has become a Prime Minister!  

NM: You’ve countered my point.  

AB: The current one. But you know this place well, Nick. I’ve got 

the best job in the world and the best city region in the world and 

do  you know what? 

NM: Till the next best one. 

AB: I’ve really enjoyed my life more since I left Westminster, 

because this is liberating. I’m in the place that I love with the 

people that I know making real changes happen, and it was why I’ 

quite invigorated and liberated if I’m honest and maybe people are 

seeing more of them in the way that I would want them to. 

 

NM: You’re a football man which is why you didn’t say if the ball 

comes out of the back of the scrum. Andy Burnham, thank you 

very much. Give my love to my home city...  

 

ENDS  


