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THE ATTACHED TRANSCRIPT WAS TYPED FROM A RECORDING AND NOT 

COPIED FROM AN ORIGINAL SCRIPT.  BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF MISHEARING 

AND THE DIFFICULTY IN SOME CASES OF IDENTIFYING INDIVIDUAL 

SPEAKERS, THE BBC CANNOT VOUCH FOR ITS COMPLETE ACCURACY. 

 

“FILE ON 4” 

 

Transmission:  Tuesday 19
th

 January 2016 

Repeat:  Sunday 24
th

 January 2016 

 

Producer:  Paul Grant 

Reporter:  Simon Cox 

Editor:  David Ross 

 

ACTUALITY – START OF TENNIS MATCH 

 

COMMENTATOR: Fifteen love. 

 

MUSIC 

 

INGS: If you were to invent a sport that was tailor made for 

match fixing, the sport you would invent would be called tennis. 

 

LINESMAN: Fault! 

 

COX: Tennis has been rocked by our revelations about 

suspected match fixing in the sport, including several matches at Wimbledon.  Tonight File 

on 4 reveals the full inside story linking top players to suspected match fixers. 

 

PHILLIPS: We thought somewhere in the region of ten players 

was the core of the problem.  

 

COX: We have an exclusive interview with a former top 

police officer called in to investigate the sport. 
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KIRBY: If someone had come to me as an investigator with that 

type of information, I would have thought I’d had all my birthdays on one day. 

  

COX: And with global attention on tennis, we ask has it done 

enough to keep the game clean? 

 

SIGNATURE TUNE 

 

ACTUALITY ON STREET 

 

COX: It’s not often you get to say this, but this is a story that 

has taken me six years to tell.  It starts back in 2009 when I was meeting a source here in 

central London and I found out about an investigation that Tennis had ordered into suspicious 

betting and that they had evidence linking top players to match fixing.  It set me going and I 

spent years chasing it whenever I had time, speaking to all of the key players in the story, but 

they weren’t willing to go public.  And then, when I had almost given up hope, working with 

BuzzFeed News, a whistleblower passed us a cache of secret documents which for the first 

time tell the inside story of how Tennis kept secret the extent of players suspected to be 

match fixing and that the problem continues to this day. 

 

ACTUALITY OF TENNIS BALL BEING HIT 

 

MUSIC 

 

COX: The story begins in August 2007, in Sopot, a pretty 

coastal town in Poland with an annual tennis tournament that was so low key there is no 

video archive or even images of it.  In the second round, the Russian world number 4 player, 

Nikolay Davydenko, was taking on the Argentinian, Martin Vassallo Arguello, ranked way 

below him.  Normally such a match would attract modest gambling, but at the betting 

exchange, Betfair, alarm bells rang when they saw over £3 million placed on the match. 

 

DAVIES: I had left the office to go to have a meeting with 

Jeremy Heywood, the Cabinet Secretary, and I was sitting waiting for him and my phone 

rang and it was our Legal Director. 



- 3 - 

COX: Mark Davies was Managing Director of Betfair at the 

time. 

 

DAVIES: And he said to me, ‘We have got the worst tennis 

match that we have ever had on the site.’ 

 

COX: As the reigning champion and one of the world’s top 

players, Nikolay Davydenko should have been the overwhelming favourite, but all of the 

money was being bet on the lowly Arguello.  When Davydenko won the first set and was 

ahead in the second, the gamblers continued to bet huge amounts that his opponent would 

win.  It wasn’t just the amount staked that worried Mark Davies at Betfair. 

 

DAVIES: The money was coming from a very small number of 

accounts that were based in Russia and we couldn’t be certain as to why they were as 

confident as they were about an outcome that didn’t seem terribly likely in the normal 

scheme of things. 

 

COX: When Davydenko retired hurt, forfeiting the match, 

Betfair took the unprecedented step of voiding the game and returning all of the bets. This 

created a huge stir within the betting industry.   And on the banks of the Thames, within the 

offices of Betfair, the company decided to take further action. 

 

DAVIES: We had a management meeting to decide whether there 

were some players that we should stop covering bets for, stop covering their matches.   

 

COX: So you decided on the Monday that you wouldn’t take 

bets on certain players.  

 

DAVIES: Yes. 

 

COX: Do you remember how many there were? 

 

  



- 4 - 

DAVIES: There was probably a list of six or seven, but it was 

sufficient that we should call a management meeting and that we should say, ‘Look, we’ve 

had a big problem where we’ve effectively got out of jail ourselves and we don’t want that 

problem to recur again,’ because this wasn’t completely out of the blue for us.  This was 

something that we had been watching build. 

 

COX: Tennis couldn’t ignore this - it was a wakeup call - and 

one of the sports organising bodies, the Association of Tennis Professionals or ATP, ordered 

an investigation into the Sopot match.  But the sport already knew suspicious betting was a 

problem. 

 

INGS: If you were to invent a sport that was tailor made for 

match fixing, the sport that you would invent would be called tennis. 

 

COX: In 2003, Richard Ings was a senior executive at the 

ATP. 

 

INGS: You know, a typical tennis match, a player wins, a 

player loses and the score is 6-2, 6-3 and, you know, he lost the match because there was a 

shot on a break point that went a foot over the baseline or there was a second serve on a big 

point that unfortunately was a double fault.  It doesn’t take much for a player to lose a tennis 

match and it doesn’t take much effort on a player to throw a match without the opponent or 

the officials or the fans or even the media being aware. 

 

COX: This was a time when you could start betting on 

players to lose as well as win, and that meant a player could fix a match without his opponent 

knowing.  So Richard Ings decided to investigate how much of a problem match fixing was 

in tennis. 

 

INGS: There were players who came forward to me 

acknowledging that in certain situations they had been approached and offered money to 

throw matches.  And it wasn’t one player or two players - it was a regular thing within the 

sport. 
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COX: When you said it wasn’t one or two, how many was it 

then? 

 

INGS: It probably would have been at least four or five 

players that came forward to say that at some stages of their recent career in the last few 

years, as in between 2000 and 2004, that people had come to them and made them offers of 

significant sums of money to throw matches. 

 

COX: How significant? 

 

INGS: The amounts that we were talking about back then 

were in the vicinity of $50,000 to throw a first round match at a middle level ATP 

tournament. 

 

COX: He drew up a list of 36 suspicious matches, including 

games at Wimbledon and other Grand Slam tournaments.  But he couldn’t do much about it - 

he didn’t have the power to obtain players’ phones and bank records to see if they had links 

to gamblers.  He recommended the sport set up a well-funded Tennis Integrity Unit.  By 2007 

this hadn’t happened, and without a unit of its own, the ATP called in investigators from the 

British Horseracing Authority to conduct their inquiry into suspicious betting on the Sopot 

game.  They brought in the former senior detective, Albert Kirby, who had investigated the 

James Bulger murder.  Speaking exclusively to File on 4, he told me about the inquiry.  

 

KIRBY: I started at square one.  I went to Sopot in Poland and I 

interviewed as many people who were involved in the suspect game there.  Over the 

following months I interviewed people both in Germany, in Madrid and in London, so at the 

end I think I had a pretty comprehensive view as to everything that had taken place in Poland. 

 

COX: The investigators working for the ATP spent nine 

months interviewing the players, their agents, coaches, family and tournament officials.  

When it received the final report, the ATP said there had been no evidence that either player 

had broken any rules. 

 

ACTUALITY WITH FILES 
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COX: I have been told an awful lot about this story over the 

years, but working with BuzzFeed News, we have obtained a cache of tennis files from 

whistleblowers, and I’ve got them here, and what’s amazing is actually seeing some of these 

things in writing, in these confidential documents.  Some of the things that I had been told 

before, it’s amazingly powerful.  And the first tranche of these files cover the investigation 

into the Sopot match back in 2007.    

 

MUSIC 

 

COX: A report prepared by the ATP investigators confirmed 

that most of the £3.5 million bet on the match had come from a series of linked accounts in 

Moscow.  The betting investigator who analysed the game thought they were working 

together or controlled by one person. He concluded that: 

 

READER IN STUDIO: In almost 20 years of working in the betting industry, I 

have never seen a match or a race at such unrealistic odds.  My only conclusion can be that 

the suspect Russian accounts knew that Davydenko was going to lose the match. 

 

COX: The team contacted the Russian gamblers, who weren`t 

happy about the approach.  A betting source told me one of the gamblers threatened to harm a 

Betfair employee.  The files we have seen confirm this threat and how seriously it was taken. 

As my source put it: these were not people to be messed with.  Although both Nikolay 

Davydenko and Martin Vassallo Arguello were found not to have broken any rules, the final 

inquiry report added that if it had been given: 

  

READER IN STUDIO: … the full support of Betfair account holders and all 

requested itemised telephone billings, then this investigation may well have had a different 

conclusion.   

 

COX: We contacted Nikolay Davydenko.  His lawyer told us 

the player has finally been able to overcome the emotional distress suffered by the unjustified 

proceeding and doesn’t want to be part of any further speculation.  We also contacted Martin 

Vassallo Arguello, but we have not received a response from him. 
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ACTUALITY WITH FILES 

 

COX: What had interested me most wasn’t just this inquiry 

into the Sopot match, but where it led the investigators, and these files that we have obtained 

reveal for the first time how the inquiry identified three syndicates making hundreds of 

thousands of pounds betting on suspicious matches, including some at Wimbledon. 

 

MUSIC 

 

COX: The first, based in Russia, had bet on five suspicious 

games and made over £250,000.  In the documents passed to us, the betting investigator 

wrote: 

 

READER IN STUDIO: There is no doubt in my mind these accounts are in 

receipt of inside information, at the very least, regarding Russian players. 

 

COX: There was a second Sicilian group who had bet on 

twelve suspicious matches and made over £650,000 profit.  The analysis of the investigator 

said the betting on some of the matches was: 

 

READER IN STUDIO: … completely farcical and obvious to anyone with any 

betting experience that the result was almost certainly a foregone conclusion. 

 

COX: The third syndicate was in Northern Italy and had bet 

on 28 suspicious games, again making over £650,000.  The investigator’s conclusion about 

this syndicate was explosive.  He wrote that the way that the gamblers had bet on these 

matches: 

 

READER IN STUDIO: …. would strongly suggest that both players in the 

match are involved in the conspiracy. 

 

ACTUALITY WITH FILES 
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COX: The investigators weren’t just looking at betting 

analysis.  They had obtained the phone of the Argentinian player, Martin Vassallo Arguello.  

I had been told about this years ago and that there was potentially damaging material on it. 

And looking through the tennis files that we have been leaked, I can see in front of me what 

this damaging material was, and that he had been in contact with gambling syndicates.  

The documents show that at a match in Sicily, Arguello had exchanged 82 texts with a 

Sicilian gambler.  Although these had been deleted from his phone, investigators were able to 

retrieve the first parts of the messages.  On the morning of the match, the gambler starts 

texting: 

 

READER IN STUDIO: 8.40 am - Are you awake?  Can I call you?  Room 1. 

12.19 pm - I would like to talk to you because the match.   

 

READER 2 IN STUDIO: 1.15 pm - He doesn`t want to do it.  He intends to win.   

3.44 pm - All okay. 

 

COX: Ten minutes later the match begins and the tennis files 

we’ve obtained show that after this, the Sicilian gambler’s syndicate went on to win over 

£250,000 on the game. 

Of course, we wanted to get in touch with the gambler and I’ve got his number on the files, 

which is here in front of me.  Now it is ten years on pretty much, so I don’t think he’ll be 

using that same number, but I’m going to give it a try anyway, see if he’s there. 

 

ACTUALITY OF PHONE  

 

GAMBLER: …. 

 

COX: Hi, it’s Simon Cox from BBC here. 

 

GAMBLER: Si I know you… prego. 

 

COX: I’d like to talk to you about why you were exchanging 

texts with Martin Vassallo Arguello before a match. 
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GAMBLER [VIA INTERPRETER]: I can’t release any kind of information unless we come 

to some kind of agreement, because in any case I need to consult my lawyer. 

 

COX: Just to be clear, when you talk about an agreement, 

what do you mean?  

 

GAMBLER [VIA INTERPRETER]: A financial agreement.  I could tell you so, so many 

things, but it’s not a conversation we can have on the phone.  You’re not stupid.  You can tell 

whether I have something to tell you or not.  If I had nothing to say, I’d have hung up by now. 

 

COX: Okay, thanks, thank you, thanks very much for that. 

So, I don’t know quite what to make of that call.  It’s a bit strange.  He didn’t deny that he 

knew Martin Vassallo Arguello, he wouldn’t say whether he did or he didn’t, but if I was 

willing to cough up some money, then he would talk. 

Albert Kirby interviewed Martin Vassallo Arguello and went through his mobile phone 

records.  How strong did he think the evidence was? 

 

KIRBY: There was really a prima facie case and I forwarded 

my copy of the report directly to the ATP representatives in America. 

 

COX: And what was their response to you? 

 

KIRBY: Never heard. 

 

COX: What do you think about that? 

 

KIRBY: I feel I wasted my time in putting all the work into the 

review, because if someone had come to me as an investigator with that type of information, 

I’d have thought I’d had all my birthdays in one day.  I’m just very saddened at the fact that 

despite a lot of hard work by me and others when we were doing the review, they would 

appear not to have taken any notice of that. 
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COX: He was just looking at one match - I knew the rest of 

the inquiry team had identified a number of other players included in a report sent to the 

tennis authorities in 2008.  When I first approached the investigators in 2011, they wouldn’t 

tell me anything about it.  But then years later, when a whistleblower passed a cache of 

documents to the BBC and BuzzFeed News, it changed everything.  One of the investigators, 

Mark Phillips, decided to speak publicly for the first time about the evidence that he gathered. 

He said that he analysed thousands of games and narrowed down the suspicious ones. 

 

PHILLIPS: From our point of view, there were many, many 

matches in there that were, you know, almost as suspicious as the Davydenko match. You’d 

have one player would win a set and then they would go a break of serve up and then almost 

as soon as that happened there would just be a flood of money for the other player, who 

would then miraculously win eight games in a row or something like that, and that was the 

main pattern of the 45 matches. 

 

COX: And when you were looking at the matches, were you 

identifying players who were cropping up repeatedly? 

 

PHILLIPS: Absolutely.  Players were obviously being thrown to 

the top of the list through that analysis. 

 

COX: He identified 28 players involved in suspicious games, 

but he said there was a smaller group that stood out and definitely needed to be investigated 

further. 

 

PHILLIPS: We thought somewhere in the region of ten players 

was the core of the problem really that tennis faced at that time.  The evidence was very 

strong - as strong as we’d seen really.  It was as conclusive as you can get. 

 

COX: Mark Phillips and the other investigators passed their 

findings to the ATP and their anticorruption body.  They decided it wasn’t strong enough to 

act upon and opened no new investigations into the players, prompting accusations that they 

sat on the evidence. Chris Kermode, Chief Executive of the ATP, strongly denies that’s the 

case. 
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COX cont: We’ve seen the information that you’d got and it was 

incredibly damning.  The inquiry team said the evidence was as strong as they had ever seen, 

but tennis did nothing about it. 

 

KERMODE: I don’t believe that.  I think that the Tennis Integrity 

Unit, when it receives information, it is not in their interest to suppress any information or to 

suppress cases.  I can assure you that every piece of information is investigated and then there 

is a judgement call made whether there is enough evidence and enough to go forward for a 

case. 

 

COX: When you had evidence of a player actually in direct 

contact with a Sicilian gambler and there was evidence that that Sicilian gambler and his 

syndicate won £250,000 on the match, you didn’t do anything about that, so I don’t know 

what kind of level of evidence you think you need in order to actually take action against a 

player. 

 

KERMODE: Yeah, I mean, I think in, you know, I don’t want to talk 

about specific cases, because I don’t have enough information, but I can assure you that the 

Tennis Integrity Unit will have, you know, done everything in its powers to bring a 

conviction if it was possible.  And, you know, it can seem on the surface that it’s a cut and 

dry case and, you know, often it isn’t, otherwise there would have been a prosecution. 

 

COX: Separate to the inquiry into the Sopot match, Tennis 

had commissioned a major inquiry into betting in tennis in 2008, led by a former Police Chief 

Constable, Ben Gunn.  His team interviewed players, officials and went to tournaments 

around the world.  Ben Gunn is another insider who has never talked before about the 

investigation he conducted, but has decided to now. 

 

GUNN: We said to Tennis that we thought they were at a 

crossroads.  We felt that there were suspicious games that had gone back a number of years. 

We weren’t actually sure that they’d investigated those games correctly and that was 

probably because they didn’t have the structure, the systems and the processes to do it, and 

that was really the nub of the review - to actually recommend to them what resources they  
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GUNN cont: needed to actually attack the suspected lack of integrity 

in the game seriously, and that’s what we did. 

 

COX: He recommended that Tennis set up a well-resourced 

integrity team to investigate corruption, that there should be at least six investigators, 

including a betting analyst who could spot suspicious gambling.  But instead, when Tennis 

did set up its own Integrity Team in 2008, it went for a small unit of just two former senior 

police officers. This, says Ben Gunn, was a mistake. 

 

GUNN: They chose a lesser option.  It was going to be more 

difficult to actually address the concerns that they had, and certainly as far as a lack of betting 

intelligence and expertise within the unit, they were trying to do it, in my mind, with one 

hand tied behind their back. 

 

COX: How do you think you can cover a global sport like 

tennis with two people? 

 

GUNN: Well, you can’t. 

 

COX: Can you think of a reason they wouldn’t want to go for 

the full model? 

 

GUNN: There is an element of actually keeping things under 

wraps.  Obviously, having asked for a review, and we gave them the review as we saw it, it 

was hard-hitting, it said tennis was virtually at a crossroads and if they were really serious 

about dealing with this, then they really need to create an integrity unit with teeth.  Nobody 

likes admitting that they have problems within their sport.  Nobody likes doing their dirty 

washing in public. 

 

COX: Once the Tennis Integrity Unit was up and running, 

Mark Phillips and the other investigators at the British Horseracing Authority would continue 

to contact Tennis to warn them about suspicious matches, but he says this didn’t go down well. 
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PHILLIPS: They basically told us that they didn’t need our help 

and they weren’t really interested when we flagged matches up to them. 

 

COX: So even though you’d undertaken this very extensive 

piece of research, when you subsequently spotted matches and said, ‘We think there’s a 

problem,’ they weren’t interested? 

 

PHILLIPS: No, they didn’t appear to be interested, no. 

 

COX: On one occasion the Tennis Integrity Unit went even 

further.  We have learned how the head of the TIU sent an email to his opposite number at 

Horseracing, warning him that by sending alerts to Tennis about supposed fixed matches, 

they could end up being sued by a player.  Mark Phillips said that none of the players he had 

flagged up were disciplined in the years following his inquiry. 

 

PHILLIPS: It was frustrating in a way and just disappointing, you 

know, as a sports fan as much as anything.  The problem was there and there appeared to be a 

really good chance to nip it in the bud and get a strong deterrent out there, root out the main 

bad apples and go a long way to cleaning up the sport from a betting integrity perspective, 

and of course it was disappointing. 

 

COX: So was it a missed opportunity for Tennis? 

 

PHILLIPS: It was, for sure. 

 

COX: So what does Tennis have to say about this criticism 

coming from those inside betting or who had worked directly for the sport?  Chris Kermode 

is Chief Executive of the ATP. 

Ben Gunn, who conducted a major review of betting in tennis for you, he said to us there was 

an element of keeping things under wraps, that nobody likes doing their dirty washing in 

public. 

 

GUNN: From the tennis perspective, absolutely not.  There is 

no reason for Tennis to do that.  In fact we ask players, they are actually in our rules, they 
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GUNN cont:  have to give us information if they hear anything, so 

we proactively go out to, you know, to encourage players to give information, as anyone else. 

 

COX: When the Tennis Integrity Unit was set up, there were 

two recommendations for it – a bigger unit, maybe five or six people, or a smaller one.  You 

went for the smaller one.  Why was that? 

 

GUNN: There was a judgement call made and I think it’s about, 

you know, the effectiveness of the Tennis Integrity Unit.  It’s not just about the numbers of 

people who work in one building, it’s actually the reach that they have.  The Tennis Integrity 

Unit has connections with betting companies globally to get, you know, betting data.  And 

also with local law enforcement agencies around the world, so the reach is actually huge. 

 

MUSIC 

 

COX: Tennis has taken some action – banning or fining 17 

players and one official for corruption offences. 

 

ACTUALITY ON TRAIN 

 

COX: Now players don’t like talking about match fixing - it’s 

a real taboo within the sport - but there is one player who I’ve persuaded to agree to talk to 

me, but it’s meant coming to Austria.  I’m actually on a train going from Vienna to what’s 

looking like a snowy town of Linz, which is where a former player called Daniel Koellerer 

lives.  He was given a lifetime ban from tennis back in 2011 and he’s got a really interesting 

tale to tell about corruption and match fixing in the sport. 

 

ACTUALITY AT TENNIS COURT 

 

COX: Daniel Koellerer rarely picks up a tennis racket now - 

he was banned from tennis after a number of players gave evidence saying he approached 

them, asking to fix matches.  He strongly denies this, but says he was approached to throw 

games. 
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KOELLERER: I got, like, one offer in Moscow, one offer in Chennai 

and one in Paris. 

 

COX: And how much were they offering you? 

 

KOELLERER: In Chennai they offered me 50,000 to lose against 

Davydenko first round.  In Paris they offered me double money to lose against Masood in 

straight sets, and also a bigger amount than $50,000 against Tipsarevic in Moscow. 

 

COX: And what did you say on those three occasions? 

 

KOELLERER: No, no.  I didn’t even think about to fix the match and 

take the money. 

 

COX: Do you remember how they approached you? 

 

KOELLERER: Two guys called me and one guy approached me 

personally. 

 

COX: Why do you think they got in touch with you? 

 

KOELLERER: Why they got in touch with me, I don’t know.  This is 

something also the ATP and the TIU asked me. I don’t know. 

 

COX: Were you ever worried about the people approaching 

you, who they might be connected to? 

 

KOELLERER: Of course you’re afraid.  Of course you’re afraid.  First 

time they ask you and you say no; second time they ask you again, you say no; third time 

they ask you and you say yes.  They are never going to ask you a fourth time, because the 

fourth time they are going to tell you to lose.  I think that the betting mafias, they are really 

dangerous. 
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COX: And when you were approached, what did you do 

about it afterwards? 

 

KOELLERER: I reported the thing what happened.  

 

COX: And you did that on the other two occasions as well, 

you reported it? 

 

KOELLERER: Yes.  

  

COX: When the Tennis Integrity Unit took action against 

him, he said he was described as the Mr Big of Europe.  But what of the other names - the 

suspicious players identified by the ATP investigators in 2008?  Warnings about them – and 

others - kept on coming. 

 

READER IN STUDIO: Alert – 2008.   

 

READER 2 IN STUDIO: European Sports Security Association. Player involved 

in match with suspicious betting. 

 

READER IN STUDIO: Alert – 2009.    

 

READER 2 IN STUDIO: Betfair.  Player involved in match with suspicious 

betting. 

 

READER IN STUDIO: Alert – 2013.   

 

READER 2 IN STUDIO: Foreign police.  Player named as match fixer. 

 

READER IN STUDIO: Alert – 2015. 

 

READER 2 IN STUDIO: Professional gambler - player involved in suspicious 

matches. 
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COX: This list goes on and on.  Our investigation has 

discovered that the tennis authorities have received repeated alerts in the last decade about 16 

players who have been in the top 50 - they include Grand Slam doubles winners.  And 

remember some of these were the core players first flagged in the ATP’s own investigation. 

In total, more than 70 players have been reported to Tennis’s Integrity Unit, and they are only 

the ones we know about.  Daniel Koellerer knows who some of them are. 

 

KOELLERER: When I was on tour I know easily five, six names 

which I know 100% that they were losing matches on purpose. 

 

COX: How did you know 100% they were? 

 

KOELLERER: Because sometimes they were talking like in the next 

locker about some things, you know.  I mean, it’s like so many guys did it, you know.  It was 

well known, it was like an open secret. 

 

COX: What kind of level were they? 

 

KOELLERER: Average between 50 and 100, yeah. 

 

COX: So they’d be playing in all the top tournaments like you? 

 

KOELLERER: Yeah.  

 

COX: I’m sure by now you have probably been trying to 

guess the names.  Roger Federer has said we should name the players, but along with 

BuzzFeed News, we have decided not to, because without access to their phone, bank and 

computer records, it is not possible to determine if they have been taking part in match fixing. 

But Tennis’ Integrity Unit does know the names, because the warnings have been passed 

directly to them from numerous bodies.  Richard Ings ran Tennis’ first anticorruption 

programme. So what does he make of the current unit? 
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INGS: What we don’t know is the nature of that unit.  It’s a 

very secretive unit.  We don’t know its structure, we don’t know its resourcing, we don’t 

know what it’s investigating, and when it does find violations, the information that’s 

disclosed is so minimal that we really can’t get a handle on exactly how it’s operating or what 

it’s doing. 

 

COX: Do you think it should be more open? 

 

INGS: Yes, I do.  That’s a very disappointing aspect of the 

Tennis Integrity Unit at the moment and I do want to put a caveat on that, because I do very 

much understand that there are issues of criminality that inevitably come into play in certain 

jurisdictions with match fixing.  In many countries match fixing is a criminal offence. So 

there may be limits, but the Tennis Integrity Unit at the moment is far too secretive. More 

information needs to be put out there to explain these cases and particularly to educate the 

players and the fans and the media as to what Tennis confronts and how it’s dealing with 

those issues.  

 

COX: So why hasn’t the Tennis Integrity Unit taken action 

against the players who keep cropping up year after year in suspicious matches?  Chris 

Kermode from the ATP insists they do investigate, but says betting information is only one 

part of the picture. 

 

KERMODE: I’m a strong believer that, you know, someone has to 

be proven guilty before we can suspend them.  And I think, you know, it’s only fair that until 

someone is proven guilty they can play, yes.  An alert about suspicious betting patterns 

doesn’t mean that match fixing is necessarily happening.  That’s the key here.  It is why, 

when the Tennis Integrity Unit does receive this information and they do investigate, but it 

doesn’t automatically mean that there needs to be a conviction.  It’s just one element of the 

case. 

 

COX: Richard Ings, who ran your first anticorruption 

programme at the ATP, even he says the Tennis Integrity Unit is too secretive, it’s not 

transparent enough.  No one actually knows what it’s doing. 
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KERMODE: When the investigations take place, they are not public, 

but then when the convictions happen, they are made public. 

 

COX: With very little information. 

 

KERMODE: Yeah, I mean, I think, you know, the announcement of 

the conviction is there.  Each year we are reviewing the tennis integrity programme and, you 

know, we are welcome to listen to any way that we can make this better. 

 

MUSIC  

 

COX: We have found evidence that fixers are still operating 

today.  We got in touch with a former Spanish professional who now trains players and is 

currently down under at the Australian Open.  Our investigation has established that eight 

players competing at the tournament have been repeatedly flagged to the Tennis Integrity 

Unit.  The former player doesn’t want us to reveal his identity, so we’ve had an actor re-voice 

his words.   

  

PLAYER [READ]: It’s worse now than five years ago. They first contact 

the people around the players to get information about them and then they ask or they say to 

the player, ‘Look, I bet on you today.  I don’t want to lose my money.’ 

  

COX: And if the players say no, he says that can mean 

trouble. 

 

PLAYER [READ]: The players are threatened because they tell you, ‘Be 

careful with your family, coach, friend that when you travel, you never know.’  I was at the 

hotel and they said to my player, ‘I bet too much money, I want to be rich today with you.’ 

One of my former players was offered 2,000 euros to lose a match.  Until something bad 

happens during the tournaments, I mean organised crime do something to a player or their 

family, the ITF, ATP, they won’t change anything. 
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COX: Those who pay close attention to tennis are also seeing 

suspicious games still going on.  ESSA - the European Sports Security Association - which 

monitors betting for leading bookmakers, flagged more than 50 suspicious games to Tennis’ 

Integrity Unit in 2015.  It has warned that tennis attracts more suspicious gambling activity 

than any other sport.  And another betting integrity service has also been raising the alarm.  

Federbet started working with Russia’s biggest bookmaker and two others at the end of last 

year.   And even in this short period of time its Director General, Francesco Barranca, says 

they’ve seen worrying activity. 

What response did you have from the tennis authorities? 

 

BARRANCA: So that’s a general problem. Is always the same reply 

that we had also from the Football Federation all around the world.  First of all they have not 

the power to do something according to me, and in the second they are like afraid to talk 

about the problem.  They are not warm, they have not so big interest about the problem, 

probably because they are afraid about the scandal that can affect the nature of the sports and 

they don’t realise how deep is the problem. 

 

COX: Frustrated by the response he’s getting from Tennis, he 

has decided to take this one step further and bring the evidence of the 20 suspicious matches 

to the police. 

 

BARRANCA: The only possibility I have is to go to the police, 

because the tennis authority can investigate, but they have not the skill, have not the power, 

maybe have not the chance to investigate so deeply.  If the ITF, if the Federation in general, 

they continue to close their eyes, they will never solve the problem. 

 

COX: This frustration is something we have found in other 

organisations sending warnings to Tennis’ anti-corruption body, which they feel are being 

ignored.  Chris Kermode is the man from the ATP who has had to field the questions about 

tennis’ integrity.  He says all warnings sent to the unit are thoroughly analysed. 

 

KERMODE: All the tennis governing bodies have huge faith in the 

Tennis Integrity Unit.  I think it’s doing a very effective job.  We are trying to eradicate any 

of this wrongdoing in our sport.  It is imperative that the product is real.  Tennis is, I think, in 
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KERMODE cont: the best place it’s ever been because it is real.  We’ve 

got to be vigilant and we cannot be complacent and we are constantly reviewing the 

programme, but there is no reason why the sport wants to cover anything up, because that is 

just not in our interests.  

 

MUSIC 

 

COX: Since our revelations have been made public, the world 

number 1, Novak Djokovic, has said he was offered £140,000 to throw a match.  Andy 

Murray says there has to be more education about suspicious betting.  It’s a problem that isn’t 

going away.  Tennis joins a growing list of sports – football and athletics - under scrutiny 

over integrity.  And Ben Gunn, who investigated tennis back in 2008, says it needs to make 

sure it’s doing all it can to keep the game clean.  

 

GUNN: You’d only need a small number, a small rotten core, 

to actually disrupt the integrity of the whole sport.  And don’t forget the media, sponsors and 

the general public, if they suspect that part of the sport lacks integrity, they’ll vote with their 

feet. 

 

SIGNATURE TUNE 

 


